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ABSTRACT
Ability to predict future trends is useful in the fashion industry, as it helps to increase competitiveness, reduce costs and contribute to
improvements in the whole supply chain management. Hemline Index Theory (HIT) is a theory that the typical hemline of women's skirts and
dresses (hereafter, referred to as ‘skirts’) can be predicted from economic trends. This research tests the HIT in the Croatian context by using
empirical data analysis. Monthly and quarterly women's skirt data from 2004 to 2019 were collected from the Google Trends data via the
Google search volume tool. Once the hemline lengths were calculated, they were processed with the economic growth data. The robust data

analysis via the filtered probability of the recession showed that there is little to no evidence that HIT is valid in Croatia. Thus, the state of the
economy cannot be used as a good predictor of future skirt length trends.

KEYWORDS: Fashion trend forecasting, Google search volume, Hemline Index Theory

Additional information

Acknowledgement

The author is grateful to the two anonymous referees and Simon and Caroline Durk of the dbex project for language editing support.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).



Information for Open access

Authors Overview

Editors Open journals

Librarians Open Select

Societies Cogent OA

Help and info Keep up to date

Help & contact Register to receive personalised research and resources by email
Newsroom B Sign me up

Commercial services ﬁ D m

All journals

Books

Copyright © 2020 Informa UK Limited  Privacy policy Cookies Terms & conditions  Accessibility

Registered in England & Wales No. 3099067
5 Howick Place | London | SW1P TWG



