
Senate rejects PACT Act protections,
sending ‘signal’ that benefits could be
cut, vet group says
Burn Pits 360, a veteran advocacy group said while the measure isn’t directly

changing PACT Act care or funding, it could “signal” larger changes to veteran

benefits.
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The Senate voted against a non-binding resolution calling for the

protection of health care benefits for veterans exposed to burn pits during
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The Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act, or PACT Act, signed into law in 2022,

determined 23 illnesses to be service-related for veterans who were exposed to burn pit

toxins during deployments. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Samuel D. Corum.
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their service.

Introduced by Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), ranking member of the

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, the measure aimed to “ensure full and

uninterrupted funding” for health care and benefits from the Department

of Veterans Affairs provided by the PACT Act as well as “preventing any

cuts or delays.” 

Early in the morning on Friday, the Senate rejected the measure in a 52-47

vote. Republicans overwhelmingly voted against it, with the exception of

Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) who voted in favor of the majority-Democrat-

backed amendment. Sen. John Fetterman (D-PA) did not vote.

The Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act, passed in August 2022,

known as the PACT Act deemed 23 illnesses — including lung cancer — to

be service-related for veterans who were exposed to burn pit toxins

during deployment. Burn pits were commonly used at military sites to get

rid of waste during wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. The chemicals that

veterans were exposed to from those pits have since been linked to

numerous illnesses. 

Approximately 3.5 million American veterans were exposed to burn pits

and other airborne hazards during conflicts in the last two decades,

according to the veterans’ advocacy group Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans

of America.

The PACT Act also helped Vietnam War veterans get care after their

exposure to Agent Orange, a defoliant used during the war that left some

veterans stricken with severe illnesses.

Rosie Torres from Burn Pits 360, a veterans advocacy group focused on

issues related to toxic exposure due to military service, said that although

the measure doesn’t actually change the PACT Act, it’s causing more

uncertainty around veteran benefits and “sends a signal to the veteran

community that these protections can be cut at any time.”
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“I think amendments like this, we should worry, because it’s giving that

implication that should it come to that, then this is our position,” Torres

said. “Then explain your position to your constituents that you voted on

this amendment — that these laws won’t be protected.”

Before encouraging Republicans to vote against the measure, Sen. Jerry

Moran (R-Kan.) said on the Senate floor that toxic exposure is not a

partisan issue and that Republicans are always in favor of fully funding

the VA.

“When the VA comes back to Congress asking for more money, like they

did last September because of unexpected shortfalls, we said yes,” Moran

said. “The administration of this Congress will continue to prioritize full

and uninterrupted funding in the VA, putting funding necessary to fill the

laws like the PACT Act that Congress enacted.”

Patrick Murray, national legislative director for Veterans of Foreign Wars

said that the resolution was “more of a message than anything binding.”

However, if PACT Act funding, care or benefits do get rolled back, veteran

care might be rationed or not given “in a timely manner,” he added.

“When you’re talking health care, those types of delays can be potentially

deadly,” Murray said.

The Congressional measure does not officially remove funding related to

the PACT Act, but discussions around cuts to veteran benefits have been

gaining traction. 

Changes to veteran disability benefits, more specifically, a revision of

disability rating awards for future claims, were one of the issues

highlighted in VA reforms for the Project 2025 policy guide written by

former staffers from President Donald Trump’s first administration,

including his former VA Chief of Staff. Trump has publicly disavowed

Project 2025, but many of the ideas from the conservative policy blueprint

have made their way into Trump’s executive orders. A review by POLITICO

found dozens of cases where the executive actions aligned with policies

promoted by the 900-page guide. 
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“I think there’s this misconception that the PACT Act just miraculously

healed everyone and like we can all go home and celebrate. That’s not it,”

Torres said. “I’m still watching my husband suffer every day, every year.

I’m getting phone calls from friends that are from K2 veterans saying that

they’re now been diagnosed with cancer, so it’s far from over. We want a

sit down and we want to hear what their plans are.”
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gary none
1 day ago

Don't worry, be happy, since Elon Musk (R) the DOGE Boy, will destroy the 
Veterans Administration, for his Buddy Vladimir Putin. He is Firing CIA, Pentagon 
leaders, and Air Traffic Controllers.  Remember GW Bush (R) lied about WMDs, 
killing off 4,500 Americans in our Military, and adding $3 Trillio...
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MH mike homchick
1 day ago

I REALLY "HOPE" that 'things' can change to get the vote changed.
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J JAC
2 days ago

It always surprises me how many military people are liberal. I’m assuming many 
are 1 term, maybe 2 and never really understood how it’s been conservatives, 
Republicans, that have looked out for them. All our major wars/conflicts occurred 
when a Democrat was POTUS. Recently, look what happened under...
See more
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LC99
2 days ago

I spent 28 Years. Not 1 or 2. What do you base your "Study" on. I just love 
when people make stuff up. Take a look at pay increases for Military, yes 
congress holds the purse strings but democratic Presidents sign into law.  
Oh look it was the Democrats that gave larger increases to Service Men 
and...
See more
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James Gregg
2 days ago

We told people that Trump disrespected the military and was just using them. 
FAFO . And now they are finding out. 
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J James
22 February, 2025

This is a betrayal of the men and women who have fought for our country. How 
can a leader or a party be trusted when they obviously don't give a sh_t about 
their military troops? They can't be trusted. This is just the start of a time when 
America is no longer seen as an ally to all our friends in ...
See more
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