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Thank you for visiting FOIA.gov, the government’s central website for FOIA. We’ll continue to
make improvements to the site and look forward to your input. Please submit feedback to
National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov.

What is the FOIA?

Since 1967, the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) has provided the public the right to
request access to records from any federal agency. It is often described as the law that
keeps citizens in the know about their government. Federal agencies are required to
disclose any information requested under the FOIA unless it falls under one of nine
exemptions which protect interests such as personal privacy, national security, and law
enforcement.

What is the FOIA?What is the FOIA?

Here's how you know 

Videos on this page are hosted on YouTube.

Please review the YouTube Terms of Service  and the Google Privacy Policy .
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The FOIA also requires agencies to proactively post online certain categories of
information, including frequently requested records. As Congress, the President, and the
Supreme Court have all recognized, the FOIA is a vital part of our democracy.

What is FOIA.gov?

Who can make a FOIA request?

How do I make a FOIA request?

Where do I send a FOIA request?

Is there a special form I have to use to make a FOIA request?

What can I ask for under the FOIA?

Who handles FOIA requests?

How is a FOIA request processed?

How much does it cost to make a FOIA request?

Can I ask that any fees be waived?

What will I receive in response to a FOIA request?

How long will it take before I get a response?

Can I ever have my request processed faster than usual or expedited?

Are there special requirements for obtaining records on myself?

What about requirements for obtaining records on someone else?

What are FOIA exemptions?

What are exclusions?

4/6/25, 11:09 PM FOIA.gov - Freedom of Information Act: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

https://www.foia.gov/faq.html 2/3



How do I file an administrative appeal?

What is the Office of Government Information Services?

What is the Presumption of Openness and Who Issues Guidance to Agencies on the
FOIA?

FOIA.gov

CONTACT

Office of Information Policy (OIP)
U.S. Department of Justice
441 G St, NW, 6th Floor
Washington, DC 20530
E-mail: National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov
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PRIVACY POLICY

POLICIES & DISCLAIMERS

JUSTICE.GOV

USA.GOV

4/6/25, 11:09 PM FOIA.gov - Freedom of Information Act: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

https://www.foia.gov/faq.html 3/3

mailto:National.FOIAPortal@usdoj.gov
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Usdepartmentofjustice.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Usdepartmentofjustice.jpg
https://www.foia.gov/faq.html
https://www.foia.gov/developer/
https://www.foia.gov/developer/agency-api/
https://www.foia.gov/foia-contact-download.html
https://www.foia.gov/foia-dataset-download.html
https://www.justice.gov/accessibility/accessibility-information
https://www.justice.gov/doj/privacy-policy
https://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.usa.gov/

