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Overview

. s The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C.552, as
amended, establishes a presumption that records in the possession of Federal agencies are
accessible to the public. It is based on the principle of openness in government and generally
provides that any person has a right, enforceable in court, of access to Federal agency records,
except to the extent that such records (or portions thereof) are protected from disclosure by
one of nine exemptions or by one of three special law enforcement record exclusions (reasons
an agency may withhold records from a requester, and there is a sound legal basis to withhold
them). The “need to know” standard has been replaced by a “right to know” doctrine. FOIA set
standards for determining which records must be disclosed and which records can be withheld.
The law also provides administrative and judicial remedies for those denied access to records.
Before a requester files a written FOIA request with the FOIA Officer, the requester must make
sure that the information being requested is not already publicly available. When submitting a
FOIA request, the requester must put the words “FOIA REQUEST” on the envelope, try to be as
specific as possible in identifying the records being sought, and include a brief description of
why these records are needed, since the Department may use such information as a basis for
fee reduction or discretionary release of otherwise exempt materials. All requests made under
FOIA are a matter of public record and may be placed in BIA public files.
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Our responsibility is to provide patrons with copies of the documents they are entitled to receive
under the law. If you are seeking general information or have questions about what information
can obtained without submitting a FOIA request, you may visit the Department of the Interior
(DOI) home page or contact a FOIA Coordinator. The DOl home page also contains regulations
and instructions for creating a FOIA request.

For more information on how to locate and request Indian Affairs documents under the Freedom
of Information Act, please visit the Department of the Interior FOIA website

Related Links

e FOIA Request Form
e FOIA Reading Room

Contact Us

U.S. Department of the InteriorAssistant Secretary -Indian Affairs
1849 C Street, N.W., MS-4660-MIB
Washington, DC 20240

Telephone
202-513-7707

Return to top

About Us Programs and Services
AS-1A Law Enforcement

BIA Contact Human Services

BIE Tribal Enrollment & Genealogy
BTFA Emergency Management

Tribal Leader Directory
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Guidance Contact Us
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Federal Acknowledgment DOl.gov

Indian Child Welfare Act Regulations

Web Standards Sitemap
USAJobs.gov

OGOy oD

1849 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

Indian Affairs

WENT OF 5
N

T,
" ¢
& N F=
ol L
3 S
A A - '
D © A2~

“AcH 3,1

indianaffairs.gov
An official website of the U.S. Department of the Interior

About DOI Notices

Accessibility Support Office of the Inspector General
Anti-Harassment Performance Reports
Disclaimer Privacy Policy

FOIA Requests Vulnerability Disclosure Policy
No FEAR Act Data Coronavirus Updates

Looking for U.S. government information and services? Visit USA.gov
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