
FULL COMMITTEE HEARING

HURRICANE
KATRINA: WHY DID
THE LEVEES FAIL?

Date: November 2, 2005

Time: 9:30am

Location: Senate Dirksen Building, SD-342

Agenda:

To view the Preliminary Report on the Performance of the New Orleans Levee

Systems click here

(http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/Katrina/Preliminary_Report.pdf).

To view Dr. van Heerden’s presentation click here

(http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/Katrina/vanHeerdenPPT.pdf).

To view Dr. Seed’s presentation click here

(http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/Katrina/SeedPPT.pdf).

To view Dr. Nichols’ presentation click here

(http://www.hsgac.senate.gov/public/_files/Katrina/NicholsPPT.pdf).
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WITNESSES

PANEL 1
IVOR VAN HEERDEN
Louisiana Team Leader

Forensic Data Gathering


DOWNLOAD TESTIMONY (/WP-
CONTENT/UPLOADS/IMO/MEDIA/DOC/110205VANHEERDEN.PDF)

PANEL 1
PAUL MLAKAR
Senior Research Scientist

U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center


DOWNLOAD TESTIMONY (/WP-
CONTENT/UPLOADS/IMO/MEDIA/DOC/110205MLAKAR.PDF)

PANEL 1
RAYMOND B. SEED
Team Leader

National Science Foundation


DOWNLOAD TESTIMONY (/WP-
CONTENT/UPLOADS/IMO/MEDIA/DOC/110205SEED.PDF)

PANEL 1
PETER NICHOLSON
Team Leader, Levee Assessment Team

American Society of Civil Engineers

3/29/25, 5:26 PM Hurricane Katrina: Why Did the Levees Fail? - Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/hurricane-katrina-levees/ 2/3

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/110205vanHeerden.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/110205vanHeerden.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/110205Mlakar.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/110205Mlakar.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/110205Seed.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/110205Seed.pdf



DOWNLOAD TESTIMONY (/WP-
CONTENT/UPLOADS/IMO/MEDIA/DOC/TESTIMONYNICHOLSON.PDF)

3/29/25, 5:26 PM Hurricane Katrina: Why Did the Levees Fail? - Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/hurricane-katrina-levees/ 3/3

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/TestimonyNicholson.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/imo/media/doc/TestimonyNicholson.pdf

