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Justice Department says it will resume
practice of obtaining reporters’ records in
leak inquiries

Left Center Right

Left-Leaning outlets framed the rescinding of Biden-era protections for
journalists as a negative "rollback," emphasizing potential harm to
journalistic freedom and using terms like "startling reversal.

Right-Leaning coverage, conversely, highlighted the action as a rejection
of a "Biden-era policy" and a necessary "crack down on leaks," portraying
the previous rules as "abused" by "media allies.

While all sides acknowledged that Attorney General Bondi rescinded a
Biden-era policy that limited prosecutors' ability to obtain journalists'
records during leak investigations, the right uniquely asserted that the
previous rules allowed politically motivated leaks to be passed to "media
allies" without consequence, even characterizing such conduct as
potentially "treasonous," a sentiment de-emphasized by the left.

The differing characterizations of "protections" as either vital safeguards
or "overly broad" limitations revealed fundamental disagreements about
press freedom and national security.
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Newser

Lean Left High Factuality Corporation: Patrick Spain, Michael Wolff

Search Warrants, Subpoenas Can Be Used Again Against
Leaks
Rolling back Biden-era protections for journalists, the Justice Department is
acting to give prosecutors the power to track down government leaks by
using subpoenas, court orders, and search warrants against officials.
Attorney General Pam Bondi told the department of the new policy in a memo
the AP obtained on Friday....
21 hours ago · Miami, United States Read Full Article

Washington Examiner

Lean Right High Factuality Individual: Philip Anschutz

Bondi rescinds Biden-era policy against seeking records
from journalists in leak investigations - Washington Examiner
Attorney General Pam Bondi is revoking a Biden administration Justice
Department policy that prevented the DOJ from seeking records and
testimony from journalists in investigations surrounding leaks. The policy,
which was implemented under former Attorney General Merrick Garland,
attempted to block the Justice Department from seizing records from reports

13% of the sources are Independent News

Political Wire broke the news in New York,
United States 2 days ago on Friday, April
25, 2025.
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and media outlets except in rare instances, after the first Trump administration
obtained re…
1 day ago · Washington, United States Read Full Article

HuffPost

Left High Factuality Individual: Roberts Family Media Conglomerate: Verizon Communications

Pam Bondi Rolls Back Protections For Journalists In New
DOJ Memo
The Justice Department is cracking down on leaks to the news media by
rescinding a Biden-era policy.

1 day ago · United States Read Full Article

Omaha World-Herald

Center Very High Factuality Media Conglomerate: Lee Enterprises

DOJ to resume seizing journalists' records
WASHINGTON — The Justice Department is cracking down on leaks of
information to the news media, with Attorney General Pam Bondi saying
prosecutors once again will have authority to use subpoenas, court orders
and search warrants to hunt for government…

1 day ago · Omaha, United States Read Full Article

Straight Arrow News

Center High Factuality

Bondi rescinds journalist protections amid focus on
government leaks
Attorney General Pam Bondi is rescinding a Biden-era policy protecting
journalists from subpoenas, according to an internal memo obtained by Axios.
The memo states that the U.S. government has suffered numerous leaks of
sensitive and classified information to the media. “This conduct is illegal and
wrong, and it must stop,” Bondi said in the memo. Trump memo cites book
leak The decision comes after President Donald Trump signed a memo on
April 9…

2 days ago Read Full Article
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In reversal, US Justice Department says media records can
be seized in leak probes
By Andrew Goudsward and Sarah N. Lynch
2 days ago Read Full Article
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CBS News

Lean Left Very High Factuality Media Conglomerate: National Amusements

Media Conglomerate: Michael Redstone

Justice Department rescinds policy against seizing
journalists' records in leak investigations
Attorney General Pam Bondi reversed a Biden-era policy that restricted
federal prosecutors from seizing reporters' communications records,
according to an internal memo obtained by CBS News.
2 days ago Read Full Article

St Louis Post-Dispatch

Lean Left Very High Factuality Media Conglomerate: Lee Enterprises

Justice Department to resume issuing subpoenas to
journalists as part of leaks crackdown
“The Justice Department will not tolerate unauthorized disclosures that
undermine President Trump’s policies, victimize government agencies, and
cause harm to the American people.”
2 days ago · St. Louis, United States Read Full Article
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Pam Bondi Nukes Biden-Era Media Shield Preventing
Reporters from Being Subpoenaed
Friday, Bondi announced a directive to roll back protections for reporters that
were intended to shield them from surveillance related to leak investigations.
2 days ago · United States Read Full Article

WLKY

Center Very High Factuality Media Conglomerate: Hearst Communications

DOJ to resume issuing subpoenas to journalists as part of
leaks crackdown, AG Bondi says
The Justice Department is poised to crack down on leaks of information to
the news media, authorizing prosecutors to issue subpoenas to news
organizations as part of leak investigations, serve search warrants when
appropriate and force journalists to testify about their sources
2 days ago · Louisville, United States Read Full Article
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The Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press…

Center High Factuality

DOJ announces plans to revoke critical protections for
journalists
Today, the U.S. Department of Justice released a memo from Attorney
General Pam Bondi directing the agency to rescind the current version of the
“news media guidelines,” and publish a new policy. The guidelines, which
have been in place since the Nixon administration, detail how and under what
circumstances federal prosecutors can issue subpoenas, court orders, or
search warrants for journalists’ testimony, work product, or other records.  The
g…
2 days ago Read Full Article
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Associated Press News
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Justice Department to resume issuing subpoenas to
journalists as part of leaks crackdown, Bondi says
The Justice Department is poised to crack down on leaks of information to
the news media, authorizing prosecutors to issue subpoenas to news
organizations as part of leak investigations, serve search warrants when
appropriate and force journalists to testify about their sources.

2 days ago · United States Read Full Article
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CNN

Lean Left Very High Factuality Media Conglomerate: Warner Bros. Discovery

Attorney General Bondi rescinds Biden-era protections for
journalists in leak investigations
The Justice Department will again allow federal investigators to pursue
communications from media outlets in the course of government leak
investigations, rescinding a Biden-era policy, according to a memo from
Attorney General Pam Bondi obtained by CNN.

2 days ago · Atlanta, United States Read Full Article
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Raw Story

Left High Factuality Independent: John K. Byrne Independent: Michael Rogers (Publisher)

Trump AG takes drastic action to catch government leakers
Attorney General Pam Bondi is ramping up her efforts to find the "leakers"
within the Trump administration with threats to subpoena journalists, Axios
reported.The former Biden administration had instituted a policy against
subpoenaing journalists, which Bondi is now moving to rescind."I have
conclu...
2 days ago · United States Read Full Article
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Axios
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Pam Bondi revokes Biden-era DOJ policy against
subpoenaing journalists
Bondi said she wants to "identify and punish the source of improper leaks."

2 days ago · Washington, United States Read Full Article

npr

Lean Left Very High Factuality Other: National Public Radio, Inc

Justice Department revokes Biden-era protections for
reporters in leak investigations
In a new memo, Attorney General Pam Bondi said the DOJ will allow for
subpoenas, court orders and search warrants to get information and
testimony from journalists.

2 days ago · Washington, United States Read Full Article
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Political Wire

Center High Factuality Independent: Goddard Media LLC

Justice Department to Allow Subpoenaing of Journalists
Attorney General Pam Bondi "said in an internal memo that the Justice
Department is rescinding her predecessor Merrick Garland's policy
restricting most subpoenas for journalists," Axios reports."It is a sign that
Bondi will continue the first Trump administration's practice of trying to obtain

2 days ago · New York, United States Read Full Article

4/27/25, 4:33 PM Justice Department says it will resume practice of obtaining reporters’ records in leak inquiries

https://ground.news/article/attorney-general-bondi-rescinds-biden-era-protections-for-journalists-in-leak-investigations_e237ae?utm_source=mobile-ap… 7/9

https://ground.news/interest/us-politics_3c3c3c
https://ground.news/interest/axios
https://ground.news/interest/axios#bias-ratings
https://ground.news/interest/axios#factuality
https://ground.news/interest/axios#ownership
https://www.axios.com/2025/04/25/bondi-doj-garland-subpoena-journalists
https://www.axios.com/2025/04/25/bondi-doj-garland-subpoena-journalists
https://www.axios.com/2025/04/25/bondi-doj-garland-subpoena-journalists
https://ground.news/interest/npr
https://ground.news/interest/npr#bias-ratings
https://ground.news/interest/npr#factuality
https://ground.news/interest/npr#ownership
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/25/nx-s1-5377624/pam-bondi-reporters-subpoena-leaks
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/25/nx-s1-5377624/pam-bondi-reporters-subpoena-leaks
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/25/nx-s1-5377624/pam-bondi-reporters-subpoena-leaks
https://ground.news/interest/political-wire
https://ground.news/interest/political-wire#bias-ratings
https://ground.news/interest/political-wire#factuality
https://ground.news/interest/political-wire#ownership
https://politicalwire.com/2025/04/25/justice-department-to-allow-subpoenaing-of-journalists/
https://politicalwire.com/2025/04/25/justice-department-to-allow-subpoenaing-of-journalists/
https://politicalwire.com/2025/04/25/justice-department-to-allow-subpoenaing-of-journalists/

