5/17/25, 7:21 PM 4861-DR-WV Initial Public Notice | FEMA.gov

0 FEMA.gov is being updated to comply with President Trump's Executive Orders.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.

EE An official website of the United States government Here’s how you know

FEMA

4861-DR-WYV Initial Public Notice

@ English

Notice Date April 18,2025

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice to the public of
its intent to reimburse eligible applicants for eligible costs to repair and/or replace
facilities damaged by severe storms, straight-line winds, flooding, landslides, and
mudslides (FEMA-4861-DR-WV) occurring from February 15th through February 18th,
2025. This notice applies to the Public Assistance (PA), Individual Assistance (lA), and
Hazard Mitigation Grant (HMGP) programs implemented under the authority of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 5121-5207.

The President signed major disaster declaration FEMA-4861-WV on February 26, 2025,
approving federal assistance for the IA and HMGP programs. This declaration was
amended to include federal assistance for the PA program on March 19, 2025. The
following counties have been designated as adversely affected by the disaster and
eligible for both PA and IA: Logan, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo, Raleigh, Wayne, and
Wyoming. The following counties have been designated for PA only: Boone, Greenbrier,
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Lincoln, Monroe, and Summers. Additional counties may be designated at a later date.
All counties in the State of West Virginia are eligible for HMGP.

Some of the activities for which FEMA provides assistance may affect historic properties,
may be located in or affect wetland areas or the 100-year floodplain, and/or may involve
critical actions within the 500-year floodplain. In those cases, FEMA must comply with
Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, Executive Order 11990, Protection of
Wetlands, the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq.)
(“NHPA”); and the implementing regulations at 44 C.F.R. pt. 9 (Floodplain Management
and Protection of Wetlands) and 36 C.F.R. pt. 800 (Protection of Historic Properties). The
executive orders, NHPA, and/or regulations require FEMA to provide public notice for
certain activities as part of approving the award of assistance for specific projects.

Executive Orders 11988 and 11990 require that all federal actions (including federal
awards of financial assistance) in or affecting the floodplain or wetlands be reviewed for
alternatives to avoid adverse effects and incompatible developments in those areas. The
regulations at 44 C.F.R. pt. 9 set forth the FEMA policy, procedure, and responsibilities for
implementing the Executive Orders. Certain actions are totally excluded from being
covered by 44 C.F.R. pt. 9, such as certain emergency protective measures necessary to
save lives and protect property and public health. For those actions not excluded from 44
C.F.R. pt. 9, FEMA will identify and evaluate practicable alternatives to carrying out a
proposed action in the wetlands or floodplain and use social, economic, historical,
environmental, legal, and safety factors when analyzing the practicability of the
alternatives. Where there is no practicable alternative, FEMA will undertake a detailed
review to determine what measures can be taken to minimize potential harm to lives and
risk from flooding, the potential adverse impacts the action may have on others, and the
potential adverse impact the action may have on floodplain and wetland values. The
publicis invited to participate in the process of identifying alternatives and analyzing
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be the only public notice if the work is an immediate rescue and salvage operation to
preserve life and property (36 C.F.R. § 800.12(d)) or falls within the list of programmatic
allowances set forth in the Programmatic Agreement among FEMA, the West Virginia
State Historic Preservation Officer, the West Virginia Emergency Management Division,
and the Delaware Nation. FEMA may, for other projects, provide additional public notices
if a proposed FEMA undertaking would adversely affect a historic property.

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973 protects the civil rights of persons with disabilities. It
prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability by the federal government, federal
contractors, and by recipients of federal financial assistance. Any recipient or sub-
recipient of federal funds is required to make their programs accessible to individuals
with disabilities. Its protections apply to all programs and businesses that receive any
federal funding. This applies to all elements of physical/architectural, programmatic and
communication accessibility in all services and activities conducted by or funded by
FEMA. FEMA intends to comply with the Rehabilitation Act in all federally conducted and
assisted programs in alignment with the principals of whole community inclusion and
universal accessibility.

As noted, this may be the only public notice regarding the above-described actions under
the PA, IA, and HMGP programs. Interested persons may obtain information about these
actions or a specific project by writing to the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
Joint Field Office, 300 Capitol Street, Suite 200 Charleston, West Virginia 25301, or by
email: FEMA-R3-EHP-PublicComment@fema.dhs.gov. Comments should be (addressed)
sent in writing to Mark O’Hanlon the Federal Coordinating Officer, at the above address
within 15 days of the date of

this notice.
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