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Resume of At tached Memorandum 
O u t l i n i n g 

The P r i n c i p l e s of t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism 
and 

S e v e r a l Problems Created by a Confusion 
of 

Judaism wi th t h e Nat iona l i sm of a Fore ign S t a t e 

The purposes of t h i s memorandum a r e : 

1 . To c a l l t o the a t t e n t i o n of t h e United S t a t e s Government a 
s e r i e s of s i t u a t i o n s i n d i c a t i n g t h a t United S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish 
f a i t h , wi thout t h e i r v o l i t i o n , a r e be ing p laced i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 
t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l and t o c e r t a i n o f the s o - c a l l e d "Arab s t a t e s " which 
i s d i f f e r e n t from t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p Americans of a l l o t h e r f a i t h s have 
wi th t hose s t a t e s . 

The s i t u a t i o n s a r e : 

(A) Pages 9-10 of t h e memorandum: C e r t a i n s p e c i f i c a c t s of t h e 
I s r a e l i Government tend t o g r a n t Americans of J e w i s h f a i t h 
I s r a e l i p r i v i l e g e s o r t o bestow upon them I s r a e l i o b l i g a t i o n s 
which a r e no t shared by Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . T h e r e f o r e , 
i n o rde r t o p r o t e c t t he American n a t i o n a l s t a t u s of i t s c i t i z e n s 
of Jewish f a i t h , t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Government has found i t 
nece3sa ry t o i s s u e advice o r sugges t p r e c a u t i o n a r y s t e p s t o 
American Jews, where I s r a e l i s concerned, whi le no s i m i l a r 
advice o r p r e c a u t i o n a r y s t e p s a r e sugges ted t o Americans of 
o t h e r f a i t h s . I n so doing, t h e United S t a t e s Government 
appears t o g ive r e c o g n i t i o n t o t h i s I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t i deo logy 
which seekB t o e s t a b l i s h a r e l a t i o n s h i p between American Jews 
and I s r a e l t h a t i a d i f f e r e n t from t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p t o I s r a e l 
of Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . S ince t h i s d i f f e r e n t r e l a t i o n -
s h i p i s based upon r e l i g i o u s grounds, we a r e opposed t o i t a s 
c o n t r a r y t o fundamental American p r i n c i p l e s . 

(B) Page 11 of t h e memorandum: C e r t a i n of t h e s o - c a l l e d "Arab 
s t a t e s " r e f u s e t o honor t h e American p a s s p o r t s of American 
c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h . Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s a r e n o t 
s u b j e c t t o t h e same d i s a b i l i t y . 

(C) Pages 12-13 of t h e memorandum: The I s r a e l i N a t i o n a l i t y Law 
i n f e r s t h a t American Jews have c e r t a i n r i g h t s wi th r e s p e c t 
t o immigrat ion i n t o I s r a e l which a r e n o t shared by Americans 
of o t h e r f a i t h s . Since t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n between Americans i s 
made on t h e bas i s of r e l i g i o u s f & i t h , we oppose i t and b e l i e v e 
i t p roper t o c a l l our o b j e c t i o n t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of our own 
Government. 

(D) Pages 13-1U of t h e memorandum: An i n a c c u r a t e d e f i n i t i o n of 
"Jews" i n p r o c e d u r a l r e g u l a t i o n s i s sued by t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
Government i n connect ion w i th t h e McCarran*Walter Immigra t ion 
Act of 1952. 
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2 . To inform the new n a t i o n a l Government of t h e United S t a t e s of 
our "belief t h a t t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s have developed ־because of t h e i d e o l o g i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r of I s r a e l i l e g i s l a t i o n and Z i o n i s t a c t i v i t y . 

On pages lk-15-16 of t h e memorandum, evidence i s o f f e r e d t o demon-
s t r a t e t h a t t he S t a t e of I s r a e l and Zionism combine t o exac t o b l i g a t i o n s 
from, and t o impose r i g h t s on, American Jews i n r e l a t i o n t o I s r a e l t h a t 
a r e n o t shared "by Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . 

To s י3 e t f o r t h (pages 2 -3 -b of t h e memorandum) i n o p p o s i t i o n t o 
t h i s I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t ideology , t h e p r i n c i p l e s of t h e American Counci l 
f o r Judaism. For t e n years as a n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e Counci l has 
been conduct ing a program based on t h e p r i n c i p l e t h a t : 

( a ) The n a t i o n a l i t y of a United S t a t e s c i t i z e n of Jewish f a i t h i s 
e x c l u s i v e l y Americanj 

(b) That Judaism i s a r e l i g i o n , n o t a n a t i o n a l i t y ; 

( c ) That I s r a e l i s n o t " the Jewish S t a t e " ; 

(d) That American Jews have no n a t i o n a l a t t achments t o I s r a e l 
through t h e i r r e l i g i o n ; 

(e) That Jews i n t h e United S t a t e s a r e n o t a m i n o r i t y group o f 
a n a t i o n a l , p o l i t i c a l o r any o t h e r s e c u l a r c h a r a c t e r ; 

( f ) That no Jew and no o r g a n i z a t i o n of Jews, i n c l u d i n g our own, 
can speak f o r a l l Americans of Jewish f a i t h . 

b . To r e q u e s t our Government: (Pages 20-21 of t h e memorandum) 

(a ) To examine t h e f o u r s i t u a t i o n s o u t l i n e d above (1,A-D) 
because , i n our op in ion t h e y may t a k e on t h e c h a r a c t e r 
of p r e c e d e n t s . They could lead t o s e r i o u s d e v i a t i o n s 
from b a s i c American p r i n c i p l e s . 

(b) To t ake any and a l l s t e p s p o s s i b l e t o c o r r e c t t h e s e f o u r 
s i t u a t i o n s . 

5• I n t h e s p i r i t of a r e c e n t p u b l i c s t a t emen t made by P r e s i d e n t 
Eisenwower t o o f f e r any s e r v i c e o r r e sou rce s w i t h i n our power t o f u l f i l l , 
i n terms of t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s , t h e o b l i g a t i o n of "every f r e e c i t i z e n t o 
renew h i s awareness of h i s du ty t o do a l l i n h i s own power t o honor and 
t o guard our p rec ious c i v i l and r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t i e s and t o dec ry , w i th 
candor and courage, any v i o l a t i o n of them. No v i o l a t i o n i s too t r i v i a l 
t o be a t t a c k e d . There i s no such t h i n g as j u s t a l i t t l e b i g o t r y - any 
more than t h e r e can be j u s t a l i t t l e p e r s e c u t i o n . 

* * * * 



THE PRINCIPLES OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 

AHD THE 

PURPOSE OF THIS 123IDRAMDUM 

I 

This memorandum i s submit ted i n beha l f of t h e American Council f o r 
Judaism. 

We hope i t w i l l c a l l t o the a t t e n t i o n of t h e proper a u t h o r i t i e s of our 
Government an i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n which has —- wi thou t our v o l i t i o n , and i n 
c o n f l i c t w i th our r e l i g i o u s p r i n c i p l e s — b l u r r e d the p r e c i s e , s i n g l e n a t i o n a l i t y 
s t a t u s we have possessed and wish to cont inue t o possess as i n d i v i d u a l United 
S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h . This has come about because our r e l i g i o n , 
Judaism, has been confused wi th the n a t i o n a l i s m of a f o r e i g n s t a t e . This c o n f u -
s i o n a l s o appears to be p r e s e n t among r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o r agenc ies of t h e Govern-
ment of the United S t a t e s . 

The memorandum covers ques t i ons involv ing e i t h e r t h i s Government o r 
the Government of a f o r e i g n s t a t e w i th which the United S t a t e s ma in ta ins f r i e n d l y 
r e l a t i o n s . One of the b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of the American Council f o r Judaism i s 
t h a t 

" . . . O u r exc lus ive spokesman in a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s i s 
t h e Government of t h e United S t a t e s through i t s au tho r i zed 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . American c i t i z e n s have no r i g h t to 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e p o l i t i c a l l i f e of I s r a e l (or any o t h e r 
f o r e i g n s t a t e ) except through t h e proper agencies and p r o -
cedures of the Government of t h e United S t a t e ' s . " 

We cons ider i t p rope r t h e r e f o r e to c a l l t h e s e problems t o t h e a t t e n t i o n 
of the p roper a u t h o r i t i e s of the United S t a t e s Government. 

I t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t t h i s p r i n c i p l e be mainta ined i n o r d e r t h a t our 
c o u n t r y ' s f o r e i g n p o l i c y may be d i r e c t e d by t hose charged w i t h t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
I t would be c a t a s t r o p h i c , i n t h i s c r i t i c a l pe r iod of world t e n s i o n s , i f f o r e i g n 
a f f a i r s a re confused by p r e s s u r e groups i n our domestic l i f e , e x e r t i n g i n f l u e n c e 
f o r s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s ab road . Conversely, t he United S t a t e s should r e q u i r e , i n 
i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h f o r e i g n s t a t e s , t h a t t h e s e r e l a t i o n s main ta in t h e i n t e g r i t y of 
t h e American p r i n c i p l e which holds a l l of our c i t i z e n s t o be possessed of e q u a l i t y , 
r e g a r d l e s s of r a se o r c r e e d . 

Dev ia t ions from t h i s p r i n c i p l e can do i r r e p a r a b l e harm t o t h e democra t ic 
i d e a l s we hope t o s t r e n g t h e n throughout t h e wor ld . They can i n s i n u a t e themselves 
i n t o t h e a t t i t u d e s , i f not t h e l e g a l s t r u c t u r e , of American l i f e i t s e l f and weaken 
our own democracy. 

The American Council f o r Judaism i s an o r g a n i z a t i o n of United S t a t e s 
c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h . C e r t a i n popular con fus ions about Jews and Judaism make 
f o r misunders tandings a f f e c t i n g the u n i t y of t h e American p e o p l e . For t e n y e a r s 
we have conducted: a program designed t o e l i m i n a t e t h e s e con fus ions and misunder -
s t and ings about Jews from American s o c i e t y i t s e l f and, on t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l e v e l , 
f rom t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of Jews to t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . 
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The Counci l has a n a t i o n a l membership l a r g e l y o rgan ized i n t o c h a p t e r s 
i n many of t h e p r i n c i p a l c i t i e s of t h e United S t a t e s . We c la im to' r e p r e s e n t o n l y 
our own membership. With e q u a l emphasis we ho ld t h a t n e i t h e r we, no r any o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of Jews nor any i n d i v i d u a l Jew can speak f o r , o r r e p r e s e n t , a l l 
Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h . 

Our e f f o r t s t o c l a r i f y t h e s t a t u s of bo th Jews and Judaism emphasize 
t h e f o l l o w i n g i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e p r i n c i p l e s : 

1 . Our n a t i o n a l i t y s o l e l y American. Although t h e r e a r e Jews and 
some C h r i s t i a n s who b e l i e v e a "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i t y e x i s t s , we r e j e c t t h a t concept 
f o r o u r s e l v e s . 

A word i s p e r t i n e n t he re about t h e o rgan ized Jewish groups which 
i d e n t i f y themselves as one or a n o t h e r b ranch of Zionism. No s i n g l e Z i o n i s t g roup , 
and no combinat ion of them, r e p r e s e n t s a l l Americans of Jewish f a i t h . Ity t h e i r 
own l a r g e s t e s t i m a t e s (about 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 ) , a l l t h e Z i o n i s t groups i n t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s 
t o g e t h e r , cannot c la im 10% of American Jews, i n c l u d i n g c h i l d r e n . 

We a l s o b e l i e v e t h a t even among t h i s l e s s t h a n 10% of American Jews 
known as Z i o n i s t s , t h e r e a r e many who do not s u b s c r i b e t o t h e b a s i c Z i o n i s t 
c o n t e n t i o n s Mary nominal Z־ . i o n i s t s would deny Jews a r e a n a t i o n a l : o r e t h n i c 
group o r t h a t Judaism i s a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c a t e g o r y of American c i t i z e n s h i p i n any 
way o t h e r t h a n t h e honored American d i s t i n c t i o n of r e l i g i o n . The p e r s e c u t i o n s of 
Jews d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d of Nazi ascendancy and t h e p o s t - w a r problem of hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s led many t o g ive open o r t a c i t s u p p o r t t o 
Zionism. But t h e y b e l i e v e d t h e Z i o n i s t movement was e s s e n t i a l l y h u m a n i t a r i a n , 
r a t h e r t h a n t h e n a t i o n a l i s t movement i t a c t u a l l y -י- and s e l f - a v o w e d l y —י• i s . 

Our e d u c a t i o n a l work makes t h e v a l i d d i s t i n c t i o n between u n i v e r s a l , 
h u m a n i t a r i a n i n t e r e s t s i n t h e d i s p o s s e s s e d and r o o t l e s s of t h e w o r l d , on t h e one 
hand, and , on t h e o t h e r hand, t h e p r e o c c u p a t i o n of Zionism w i t h e f f o r t s t o c r e a t e 
a m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t y of Jews i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s w i t h n a t i o n a l r i g h t s i n , and 
o b l i g a t i o n s t o , t h e f o r e i g n s t a t e of I s r a e l . 

P a r t of t h e Z i o n i s t e f f o r t t o c r e a t e t h e i l l u s i o n of a " Jewish" 
n a t i o n a l i t y , i s t o c a l l t h e s t a t e of I s r a e l " t h e Jewish S t a t e . Misunde r s t and ing 
o r s imple c a r e l e s s n e s s l e a d s some o t h e r s t o use t h e same d e s i g n a t i o n . 

But t h e t e r m "Jewish S t a t e " i s i n a c c u r a t e . There a re C h r i s t i a n s , 
Moslems, a t h e i s t s and perhaps o t h e r r e l i g i o u s , n o n - r e l i g i o u s , o r a n t i - r e l i g i o u s 
c i t i z e n s i n I s r a e l , i n a d d i t i o n t o Jews. Fu r the rmore , s i n c e a l a r g e number of 
Jews would r e j e c t t h e idea t h a t Judaism i s a n a t i o n a l i s m and t h a t Jews a r e a 
n a t i o n a l i t y , t h e r e i s no b a s i s i n f a c t t o c o n s i d e r I s r a e l " t h e Jewish S t a t e " . 
Nor has t h e r e been, f o r more t h a n 2,000 y e a r s , a p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y which could 
be c a l l e d p r o p e r l y o r a c c u r a t e l y a "Jewish" S t a t e . 

Our a n t e c e d e n t s d id not come he re f rom any "Jewish" s t a t e . The v a s t 
m a j o r i t y of American Jews have no i n t e n t i o n of t a k i n g up r e s i d e n c e i n t h e S t a t e 
of I s r a e l . 

I t f o l l o w s t h e r e f o r e t h a t many Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h 
cannot —• nor do t h e y wish t o — c l a i m any common "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i t y . 

There i s t h e r e f o r e no j u s t i f i c a t i o n i n f a c t f o r a s s i g n i n g t o us a 
" d u a l n a t i o n a l i t y " s t a t u s , i n t h e same way t h a t some immigrants t o t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s , 
or t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s , a r e s u b j e c t t o t h a t s t a t u s because t h e y have come t o t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s f rom n a t i o n s where t h e p r i n c i p l e of Jug Sangu in i s o b t a i n s . 
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2 . Three denominat ions of Judaism a r e g e n e r a l l y r ecogn ized i n t h e 
United S t a t e s ; Orthodox, Conse rva t ive and Reform. I n d i v i d u a l Jews of a l l t h r e e 
a r e t o be found i n t h e membership of the American Counci l f o r Judaism. They־ 
have d i f f e r e n t ways of o b s e r v i n g Judaism. But t hey a r e a l l agreed t h a t t h e 
e s sence of Judaism i s i t s u n i v e r s a l , e t h i c a l and moral v a l u e s . 

The a n t e c e d e n t s of t h i s Judaism can be t r a c e d back t o B i b l i c a l t i m e s . 

The new o r d e r of f r eedom and oppor tuni t j ׳ which Jews, a ־ long w i t h men 
of a l l o t h e r f a i t h s , found i n t h e democracy of t h e United S t a t e s a f f o r d e d t h e 
u n i v e r s a l i s m of our r e l i g i o n t h e most f a v o r a b l e c l i m a t e i n a l l of h i s t o r y f o r 
e x p r e s s i o n and growth. 

In 188$, the branch of our f a i t h known as Reform Judaism, i n a document 
c a l l e d t h e P i t t s b u r g h P l a t f o r m , enunc i a t ed p r i n c i p l e s s i n g u l a r l y p a t t e r n e d f o r t h e 
democracy of t h e United S t a t e s . 

I t inc luded t h e f o l l o w i n g d e c l a r a t i o n : 

" . . . We c o n s i d e r o u r s e l v e s no l o n g e r a n a t i o n bu t a r e l i g i o u s 
community, and t h e r e f o r e expec t n e i t h e r a r e t u r n t o P a l e s t i n e , 
nor a s a c r i f i c i a l wor sh ip under t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e sons 
of Aaron, nor t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of any of t h e laws conce rn ing t h e 
Jewish s t a t e . . . " 

F u r t h e r , i n t h e P i t t s b u r g h P l a t f o r m , Reform Judaism s t a t e d : 

" . . . We r e c o g n i z e i n t h e Mosaic l e g i s l a t i o n a system of t r a i n -
ing of t h e Jewish people f o r i t s m i s s ion d u r i n g i t s n a t i o n a l 
l i f e i n P a l e s t i n e , ark t o d a y we accep t as b ind ing on ly such 
ceremonies as e l e v a t e and s a n c t i f y our l i v e s , bu t r e j e c t a l l 
such as a re no t adapted t o t h e views and h a b i t s of modern 
c i v i l i z a t i o n . " 

Among t h e more t r a d i t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of Judaism i n t h e Un i t ed 
S t a t e s , t h e works of Dr . Solomon Schech te r a r e pre—eminent. I t must be kep t i n 
mind t h a t Dr . Schech te r d ied b e f o r e t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l was e s t a b l i s h e d . His 
r e f e r e n c e t o " I s r a e l " i n t h e fo l lo7־ ing s t a t e m e n t i s a c o l l e c t i v e , t h e o l o g i c a l — 
not p o l i t i c a l — te rm, f r e q u e n t l y used as a synonym f o r the r e l i g i o u s c o l l e c t i v i t y 
of " Jews" . 

"We must remember t h a t I s r a e l i s no t a n a t i o n i n t h e common 
sense of t h e word . To the Rabb i s , a t l e a s t , i t i s no t a n a t i o n 
by v i r t u e of r a c e o r of c e r t a i n p e c u l i a r p o l i t i c a l c o m b i n a t i o n s . " 

("PKIIOSOPHIA JUDAICA"> Solomon S c h e c h t e r , 
Phaidon P r e s s , L t d . , l i t S t . O i l e s , •Oxford, 
England. Page 69 ) 

I n an e s s a y e n t i t l e d , "The Jewish Law," Dr . Schech te r w r o t e f u r t h e r : 

"Nor d id God pos tpone t h e g i v i n g of t h e Torah (Jewish r e l i g i o u s 
l aw) t i l l I s r a e l should e n t e r i n t o t h e Holy Land, l e s t I s r a e l 
might c l a im i t f o r t h e m s e l v e s , and say t h a t t h e n a t i o n s of t h e 
wor ld have no s h a r e i n i t . In o t h e r words , i t was n o t God ' s 
i n t e n t i o n t o make i t a n a t i o n a l r e l i g i o n . He gave i t i n open 
p l a c e s , i n t h e f r e e d e s e r t , so t h a t e v e r y man f e e l i n g t h e 
d e s i r e might r e c e i v e i t . " 
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Solomon S ,״*PKIIOSOFHIA. JUDAIC״) c h e c h t e r , 
Phaidon P r e s s , L t d . , lit S t . G i l e s , Oxford , 
England. Page 69) 

At s t i l l ano the r t i m e , Dr . Schech te r p u t i t t h i s way: 

" I f , t h e n , t h e kingdom of God was thus o r i g i n a l l y i n t ended 
t o be i n t h e midst of men and f o r men a t l a r g e (as 
r e p r e s e n t e d by Adam), i f i t s f i r s t p r e a c h e r s were, l i k e 
Abraham, e x - h e a t h e n s , who addressed themselves t o h e a t h e n s , 
i f , a g a i n , t h e e s sence of t h e i r p r each ing was r i g h t e o u s n e s s 
and j u s t i c e and c h a r i t a b l e n e s s , t h e n we may s a f e l y m a i n t a i n 
t h a t t h e kingdom of God, as t a u g h t by Judaism i n one of i t s 
a s p e c t s , i s u n i v e r s a l i n i t s a ims . " 

("PHIIO SOPHIA JUDAICA", Solomon S c h e c h t e r , 
Phaidon P r e s s , L t d . , lit S t . G i l e s , Oxford , 
England. Page 63) 

These Americans of Jewish f a i t h were p r o f o u n d l y moved and i n s p i r e d by 
t h e hope and promise of America. They s t r o v e m i g h t i l y t o s lough o f f t h e s e c u l a r 
and p o l i t i c a l s e g r e g a t i o n which l e s s e n l i g h t e n e d s o c i e t i e s had f r e q u e n t l y imposed 
upon b o t h Jews and Judaism. A f f i r m a t i o n s such as t h e s e j u s t c i t e d r e f l e c t e d , 
among Jews, t h e same l i m i t l e s s g r a t i t u d e f o r American f reedom t h a t was common t o 
t h o s e of a l l f a i t h s who were f o r t u n a t e enough t o come t o t h e s e s h o r e s . 

In t h e l i g h t of t h e s e t r a d i t i o n s , t h e members' of t h e American Counc i l 
f o r Judaism hold t h a t any i n d i v i d u a l can honor h i s Judaism f u l l y and remain 
i n t e g r a l l y and i n s e p a r a b l y a p a r t of t h e t o t a l i t y of t h e American people s e e k i n g 
only t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s and a c c e p t i n g on ly t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
which a r e t h e b a s i s of e q u a l i t y f o r a l l Americans. 

Today t h e hope and promise of America a r e l a r g e l y equated w i t h t h e hope 
and promise of t h e f r e e w o r l d . At such a t ime i t would be p a r t i c u l a r l y t r a g i c i f 
our own Government, t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , shou ld proceed on t h e b a s i s of a m i s u n d e r -
s t a n d i n g of what Jews a r e and want t o b e . Such s t e p s which would a t t a c h t h e Uni t ed 
S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h t o any th ing of the a p a r t n e s s , of s e p a r a t e p o l i t i c a l 
i n t e r e s t s o r communal, s e c u l a r s e g r e g a t i o n which c h a r a c t e r i z e t h e o l d wor ld o f 
f ragmented s o c i e t i e s and c i t i z e n s h i p q u a l i f i e d by f a i t h , would d e f e a t t h a t hope and 
p romise . 

3 . Tie a r e Jews, moreover, by r e a s o n of ou r v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
an a n c i e n t and honored r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n . V o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n i s one of t h e 
che r i shed p r i v i l e g e s of American l i f e . No American, because of h i s c reed o r f a i t h , 
i s t o be c l a s s i f i e d o r c i r cumscr ibed i n a way t h a t l i m i t s h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
t h a t i n d i v i d u a l f reedom which i s t h e c o r n e r s t o n e of our democracy. Any f o r m u l a e 
or programs t h a t t end t o , or a c t u a l l y do , compress u s i n t o an i n v o l u n t a r y 
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n or s e c u l a r m i n o r i t y i n American l i f e , because of our f a i t h , a r e 
c o n t r a r y bo th t o the f r e e s p i r i t of our Judaism and of our American c i t i z e n s h i p . 

Tie t h e r e f o r e r e j e c t t h e concepts of a s e p a r a t e , s e c u l a r " Jewish" 
peoplehood, embracing a l l American Jews; o r of a s e p a r a t e " Jewish community". 
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I t f o l l o w s t h a t no i n d i v i d u a l Jew and no o r g a n i z a t i o n of Jews, i n c l u d i n g 
our own, can speak f o r o r r e p r e s e n t a l l American Jews, 

To m a i n t a i n t h i s normal , American b a s i s of e q u a l i t y of c i t i - z e n s h i p we 
look t o our own Government and o n l y t o our own Government t o oppose on our b e h a l f , 
any developments i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l *Taw or r e l a t i o n s h i p s ־vuhich may, w i t h o u t our 
v o l i t i o n and on t h e b a s i s of our f a i t h , d e t e r i o r a t e o r make ambiguous o r t end t o 
make ambiguous our s i n g l e n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s , t h e u n i v e r s a l c h a r a c t e r of our f a i t h 
o r t h e v o l u n t a r y n a t u r e of our i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as Jews, 

I I 

The Ideology of a Fo re ign S t a t e and of an I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y Recog-
n ized P o l i t i c a l Movement and t h e Apparent Acquiescence by t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s Government i n t h a t Ideology Have Combined t o Crea te 
Ambigui t i es about t h e N a t i o n a l S t a t u s of American Jews, t h e 
V o l u n t a r y Charac te r of T h e i r I d e n t i f i c a t i o n as Jews and t h e 
U n i v e r s a l Charac te r of T h e i r Judaism, 

The importance of t h i s memorandum and of t h e c h a i n of e v e n t s w i t h which 
i t d e a l s r e q u i r e , a t l e a s t , a b r i e f rev iew of Z i o n i s t ideo logy and of t h e 
consequences t h a t have fo l lowed t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n of t h a t i deo logy i n t h e s o v e r e i g n t y 
of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . 

Even b e f o r e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l , Zionism c o n s i d e r e d 
a l l Jews, no m a t t e r what t h e i r l o c a l n a t i o n a l i t y o r c i t i z e n s h i p , t o be one n a t i o n . 
Zionism sometimes uses i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y t h e euphemism, "one p e o p l e " . On t h e b a s i s of 
t h i s c o n t e n t i o n t h e Z i o n i s t movement argued f o r h a l f a cen tury* i n t h e p o l i t i c a l 
forums of t h e wor ld , t h a t " t h e Jewish peop le" ?ranted —י and needed — a " Jewish 
na t i ona l " ' s t a t e or homeland. 

For a l l of t h e s e y e a r s t h e r e were Jews, i n America and e l s e w h e r e , who 
r e j e c t e d t h e b a s i c , Zionis t , concept of a "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i t y . They t h e r e f o r e 
opposed t h e e r e c t i o n , on t h a t concep t , of a s o v e r e i g n p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y which would 
be cons ide red a "Je\״,rish" s t a t e . 

Now t h a t t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l e x i s t s , however, Jews who c o n t i n u e t o r e j e c t 
"Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m wish i t w e l l . They b e l i e v e i t i s e n t i t l e d t o d e v e l o p i t s own, 
n a t i o n a l l i f e f o r i t s own c i t i z e n s . But t h e s e American Jews r e j e c t "Jewish" 
n a t i o n a l i s m no l e s s today t h a n i n t h e y e a r s b e f o r e t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l e x i s t e d . They 
do not want — and should no t be compelled to accep t י— any n a t i o n a l a t t a c h m e n t s t o 
I s r a e l , They i n s i s t t h a t t h e c r e a t i o n of a f o r e i g n s t a t e , t housands of m i l e s f r o m 
t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , must not be p e r m i t t e d t o a l t e r t h e i r American n a t i o n a l s t a t u s 
by c r e a t i n g , t h r o u g h t h e i r r e l i g i o n , a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h i s new s t a t e t h a t i s 
d i f f e r e n t f rom the r e l a t i o n s h i p • of t h e i r f e l l o w Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s t o t h i s 
same s t a t e . 

Zionism argues e x a c t l y t h e o p p o s i t e . S ince i t r e g a r d s a l l Jews as 
members of one n a t i o n a l i t y and I s r a e l as a "Jewish s t a t e " i t m a i n t a i n s programs f o r 
t h e p r e c i s e purpose of a t t e m p t i n g t o impose upon a l l Jews such o b l i g a t i o n s t o t h e 
S t a t e of I s r a e l as might r e a s o n a b l y be expec ted on ly f rom n a t i o n a l s , o r t h e i r 
d e s c e n d a n t s , of such a s t a t e . So, the two v i e w p o i n t s , t h a t of t h e American C o u n c i l 
f o r Judaism and t h a t of Zionism, remain f u n d a m e n t a l l y opposed t o d a y . 

The purpose of Zionism i s s t a t e d o f f i c i a l l y i n t h e R e s o l u t i o n s adop ted 
by t h e l a s t Congress of t h e World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i s a t i o n . (The supreme a u t h o r i t y o f 
t h e Z i o n i s t movement. The s e v e r a l American Z i o n i s t p a r t i e s a r e c o n s t i t u e n t members . ) 
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I n August of 1951, t h e Twenty-Third Z i o n i s t Congress , he ld i n J e r u s a l e m , adopted 
t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t : 

"Task of Zionism 

" 1 . The t a s k of Zionism i s : The S t r e n g t h e n i n g of t h e 
S t a t e of I s r a e l ; t h e I n g a t h e r i n g of t h e E x i l e s i n 
E re t z Y i s r a e l ( I s r a e l ) ; and t h e F o s t e r i n g of t h e 
Un i ty of t h e Jewish Peop le . 

FROGRAMME OF WORK OF :.GRID ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

" 2 . ( a ) Encouragement, a b s o r p t i o n and i n t e g r a t i o n of 
immigrants and Youth 'A l iyah ( i m m i g r a t i o n ) ; t h e 
s t i m u l a t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r a l s e t t l e m e n t and economic 
development of t h e c o u n t r y ; a c q u i s i t i o n and d e v e l o p -
ment of l a n d as t h e p r o p e r t y of t h e p e o p l e . 

(b ) I n t e n s i v e work f o r c h a l u t z i u t ( p i o n e e r i n g i n 
I s r a e l ) and hakhshara ( t r a i n i n g f o r c h a l u t z i u t ) 

( c ) A l a r g e - s c a l e e f f o r t t o mob i l i ze t h e means f o r 
c a r r y i n g o u t t h e t a s k s of Zionism. 

(d ) Encouragement of p r i v a t e c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t . 

( e ) F o s t e r i n g of Jewish consc iousnes s by p r o p a g a t i n g 
t h e Z i o n i s t idea and s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e Z i o n i s t move-
ment; impar t ing t h e v a l u e s of Judaism; Hebrew e d u c a t i o n 
and sp read ing a knowledge of t h e Hebrew l a n g u a g e . 

( f ) M o b i l i z a t i o n of wor ld p u b l i c o p i n i o n f o r I s r a e l 
and Zionism." 

To f a c i l i t a t e t h e per formance of t h e s e s e r v i c e s , t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l , 
has g r a n t e d t o t h e World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n an o f f i c i a l , l e g a l s t a t u s i n I s r a e l 
i t s e l f . The Knesset ( I s r a e l i p a r l i a m e n t ) accomplished t h i s by e n a c t i n g 
"The Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n - J e w i s h Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e S t a t u s Law." The u n o f f i c i a l 
t r a n s l a t i o n of t h i s law i s a t t a c h e d as Appendix A. 

P e r t i n e n t pa rag raphs follow.!׳ 

3") The World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n , which i s a l s o t h e 
Jewish Agency f o r P a l e s t i n e , a p p l i e s i t s e l f , as i n 
t h e p a s t , t o the promot ion of immigra t ion i n t o I s r a e l , 
and d i r e c t s a b s o r p t i o n and s e t t l e m e n t e n t e r p r i s e s i n 
t h e S t a t e . 

"i i) The S t a t e of I s r a e l recogniz-es t h e World Z i o n i s t 
O r g a n i z a t i o n as the a u t h o r i z e d agency which s h a l l 
con t inue t o work i n t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l f o r t h e 
s e t t l e m e n t and development of t h e c o u n t r y , f o r t h e 
a b s o r p t i o n of immigrants f rom t h e Diaspora and f o r 
t h e c o o r d i n a t i o n of t h e a c t i v i t i e s i n I s r a e l of 
Jewish i n s t i t u t i o n s and a s s o c i a t i o n s o p e r a t i n g i n 
t h e s e s p h e r e s . 
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"5 ) The mis s ion of the I n g a t h e r i n g of t h e E x i l e s , be ing 
t h e c e n t r a l t a s k bo th of the S t a t e of I s r a e l , and of 
t h e Z i o n i s t movement i n our days , n e c e s s i t a t e s con-
t i n u e d e f f o r t s of the Jewish peop le i n t h e D i a s p o r a ; 
and t h e r e f o r e t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l looks fo rward t o t h e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of a l l Jews and Jewish bodies i n t h e u p -
b u i l d i n g of t h e S t a t e and i n a s s i s t i n g mass immigra t ion 
t h e r e t o , and r ecogn ize s t h e need f o r u n i t i n g a l l Jewish 
communities t o t h i s end . 

"6 ) The S t a t e of I s r a e l looks fo rward to endeavors on t h e 
p a r t of t h e Vforld Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n t o ach ieve t h i s 
u n i f i c a t i o n ; i f , f o r t h i s pu rpose , t h e Z i o n i s t O r g a n i -
z a t i o n , w i t h t h e a p p r o v a l of t h e Government and t h e 
endorsement of t h e Knesse t , s h a l l dec ide t o e n l a r g e 
i t s f ramework, t h e en la rged body w i l l e n j o y t h e s t a t u s 
which has been g r a n t e d t o t h e World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a -
t i o n i n t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . . . . 

Th is law, we b e l i e v e , makes c l e a r t h a t t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l 
World Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n as i t s l e g a l i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y f o r o r g a n i z i n g 
Jews — along w i t h a l l o t h e r n o n - I s r a e l i Jews — t o s e r v e t h e S t a t e of 
s e t f o r t h i n t h i s s o - c a l l e d " S t a t u s Law". 

I n r e t u r n f o r t h e s e o b l i g a t i o n s which t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l a t t e m p t s t o 
impose upon a l l Jews w i t h t h e a i d of t h e l e g a l i z e d Z i o n i s t movement, t h e S t a t e , 
i n t u r n , a t t e m p t s t o c o n f e r upon a l l Jews, r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r l o c a l n a t i o n a l i t y 
o r c i t i z e n s h i p , co r re spond ing r i g h t s . 

The keys tone of t h e s e r i g h t s i s t h e I s r a e l i "Law of t h e R e t u r n " . The 
o f f i c i a l t r a n s l a t i o n of t h i s law f o l l o w s : 

" 1 . Every Jew has t h e r i g h t t o come t o t h i s coun t ry as 
an Oleh . ( P l u r a l , Olim - a Jew immigra t ing t o I s r a e l 
pe rmanen t ly . ( T r a n s l a t o r ) 

" 2 . ( a ) A l iyah s h a l l be o l e h ' s v i s a 

(b ) An o l e h ' s v i s a s h a l l be g r a n t e d t o every Jew who 
e x p r e s s e s h i s d e s i r e t o s e t t l e i n I s r a e l , u n l e s s 
t h e M i n i s t e r of Immigra t ion i s s a t i s f i e d t h a t t h e 
a p p l i c a n t : 

( 1 ) i s a c t i n g a g a i n s t t h e Jewish p e o p l e , or 
(2) i s l i k e l y t o endanger p u b l i c h e a l t h o r t h e 

s e c u r i t y of t h e S t a t e . . . " 

The p r e c i s e language of t h i s I s r a e l i law i s i m p o r t a n t . I t g i v e s t h e 
r i g h t t o " r e t u r n " t o I s r a e l to every Jew, r e g a r d l e s s of p r e s e n t n a t i o n a l i t y , 
n a t i o n a l o r i g i n o r p r e s e n t c i t i z e n s h i p . 

An o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n of the I s r a e l i Government, a pamphlet e n t i t l e d 
"How t o Become an I s r a e l c i t i z e n ? " ( I n f o r m a t i o n Senvice of the S t a t e of I s r a e l , 
J e rusa lem, S ivan 5712 - June 1952, page 3) ־־ (See Appendix B) s a y s , "The Law of 
Re tu rn i s w i thou t p a r a l l e l i n t h e l e g i s l a t i o n of any o t h e r c o u n t r y ; . . . . a Jew 
immigra t ing t o I s r a e l i s cons ide red t o be r e t u r n i n g t o h i s own s t a t e and i s 
t h e r e f o r e , e n t i t l e d t o c i t i z e n s h i p as soon as he t r e a d s upon i t s s o i l . " ( o u r 
u n d e r l i n i n g . ) 

r e g a r d s t h e 
American 
I s r a e l , a s 
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On Page 5 , t h e pamphlet s a y s : "Every Jew s e t t l i n g i n t h e c o u n t r y i s 
cons ide red a r e t u r n i n g c i t i z e n f rom t h e v e r y f i r s t day of h i s a r r i v a l . (Our 
u n d e r l i n i n g ) . 

Again , on Page 7, t h e pamphlet s a y s , "Ey coming t o l i v e i n I s r a e l a t 
any t ime he chooses , anyone t o whom t h e c o n d i t i o n s of t h e Law of R e t u r n app ly can 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y a c q u i r e I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l i t y — inasmuch as e v e r y Jew s e t t l i n g i n t h e 
c o u n t r y i s looked upon as r e t u r n i n g t o h i s n a t i v e c o u n t r y . " (Our u n d e r l i n i n g . ) 

I t i s c l e a r t h e r e f o r e t h a t the Z i o n i s t movement and t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l 
a r e i n t e g r a l p a r t s of t h e same i d e o l o g i c a l p a t t e r n . The Z i o n i s t program and 
s p e c i f i c I s r a e l l e g i s l a t i o n combine i n an e f f o r t t o t r e a t a l l Jews, as i f t h e y were 
a l l p a r t of t h e same "Jewish" n a t i o n a l p a t t e r n , having o b l i g a t i o n s t o , and r i g h t s 
i n , t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . 

e have always conceded t׳.:1 h a t , s u b j e c t t o Uni ted S t a t e s laws gove rn ing 
f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i s t movements, t h e American Z i o n i s t movement has a r i g h t t o conduct 
i t s program. 

The S t a t e of I s r a e l a l s o has t h e s o v e r e i g n r i g h t to l e g i s l a t e f o r i t s 
own c i t i z e n s and t o conduct i t s n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s a s i t w i l l . 

But we submit t h a t t h i s combinat ion of I s r a e l i l e g i s l a t i o n and Z i o n i s t 
programming and ideology p u t s upon American c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h , on t h e b a s i s 
of t h e i r r e l i g i o n and w i t h o u t t h e i r consent and v o l i t i o n , a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e 
S t a t e of I s r a e l which i s d i f f e r e n t f rom t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p ..to t h a t f o r e i g n s t a t e of 
Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . 

In the f reedom of America, Jews,may f r e e l y e l e c t t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h i s 
Z i o n i s t - I s r a e l i fo rmula f o r a n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p t o I s r a e l . Or, a s we of t h e 
American Council•'-for• Judaism, t h e y may by p u b l i c a c t i o n and v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n , 
r e j e c t t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p . But t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Government 
a c q u i e s c e s i n t h e I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t c o n f u s i o n of I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l i s m and t h e r e l i g i o n 
of Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h , an ambigu i ty i s c r e a t e d about t h e i r 
n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s and t h e i r r i g h t of v o l u n t a r y r e j e c t i o n i s i m p a i r e d . 

We r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e s o u r c e of•-this- problem• i s Zionism and t h e I s r a e l i 
"Law of t h e Reiturn" which makes a d i s t i n c t i o n b e t r e e n Americans t h a t i s i n v a l i d , 
by American t r a d i t i o n s * and law, because i t i s based upon r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f . ; But 
c o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h i s s i t u a t i o n ana i n o r d e r .to p r o t e c t t h e n a t i o n a l s t a t u s o f 
Americans of Jewish f a i t h , t h e U n i t e d : S t a t e s Government h a s , i n s e v e r a l s i t u a t i o n s , 
appeared t o r ecogn ize o f f i c i a l l y , t h i s same d i s t i n c t i o n . I t i s because of t h i s 
a p p a r e n t acquiescence of our own Government i n t h i s I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t i d e o l o g y t h a t 
we now submit t h i s memorandum. 

Four examples of such a p p a r e n t r e c o g n i t i o n by״ t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Govern-
ment of t h i s i n v a l i d d i s t i n c t i o n between Americans have come t o our a t t e n t i o n i n 
t h e p a s t two y e a r s , 

Three of t h e s e f o u r s i t u a t i o n s a r e r e l a t e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e l e g i s l a t i o n 
o r ideo logy of Zionism and t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . The f o u r t h s i t u a t i o n d e r i v e s 
d i r e c t l y . f r o t o l e g i s l a t i o n of the Uni ted S t a t e s . 

The f o u r s i t u a t i o n s a r e : 
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(A) The o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n of t h e Pas spo r t D i v i s i o n , U. S . 
Department of S t a t e , e n t i t l e d " I n f o r m a t i o n f o r Bea re r s 
of P a s s p o r t s " ( E d i t i o n of January 25, 1951) on page 73* 
pa ragraph 146, r e a d s as f o l l o w s : 

"Under the laws and r e g u l a t i o n s of I s r a e l , i t i s 
unders tood t h a t any American c i t i z e n who e n t e r s t h a t 
coun t ry on a r e s i d e n c e ( Immigra t ion) v i s a and who i s 
w i t h i n t h e age groups no ted below i s r e q u i r e d t o p e r -
form m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e e i t h e r i n t h e Regular o r Reserve 
Forces of I s r a e l . The age groups a f f e c t e d a r e as 
f o l l o w s : 

"Male pe r sons between t h e ages of 18 y e a r s and up t o 
and i n c l u d i n g 149 y e a r s ; and 

"Female pe r sons of 18 y e a r s and up t o and i n c l u d i n g 
314 y e a r s . 

" I t i s f u r t h e r under s tood t h a t pe r sons e n t e r i n g I s r a e l on 
immigra t ion v i s a s who a r e l i a b l e o r who w i l l soon become 
l i a b l e f o r a c t i v e du ty i n t h e Regular Armed Forces under 
t h e laws of t h a t coun t ry ( a l l men between t h e ages of 17 
and 29 and unmarr ied women between t h e ages of 17 and 26) 
a r e not p e r m i t t e d t o l e a v e t h e coun t ry u n t i l t h e r e q u i r e d 
s e r v i c e i s comple ted . 

"The Department u n d e r s t a n d s t h a t on ly two t y p e s of I s r a e l i 
v i s a s a r e i s s u e d by i t s c o n s u l a t e s ; v i s i t o r ' s v i s a s and 
immigra t ion v i s a s . - A . v i s i t o r ' s v i s a i s g e n e r a l l y l i m i t e d 
t o t h r e e months and may be renewed f o r an i d e n t i c a l p e r i o d 
should t h e t r a v e l e r remain beyond t h e e x p i r a t i o n d a t e . A 
p e r s o n who d e s i r e s t o r e s i d e f o r some l e n g t h of t ime i n 
I s r a e l , o r pe rmanen t ly , must app ly f o r an immigra t ion v i s a 
bu t i n so doing immediate ly s u b j e c t s h i m s e l f t o t h e m i l i a r y 
s e r v i c e should h i s case f a l l w i t h i n t h e p r e s c r i b e d age 
l i m i t s . I t i s under s tood t h a t American c i t i z e n s who d e s i r e 
t o r e s i d e on ly t e m p o r a r i l y i n I s r a e l may renew a v i s i t o r ' . s 
v i s a p e r i o d i c a l l y w i t h o u t s u b j e c t i n g themse lves t o l i a b i l i t y 
f o r s e r v i c e i n t h e Regular o r Reserved F o r c e s . 

"American c i t i z e n s who in t end t o proceed t o I s r a e l a re 
warned t h a t , i f t h e y b r i n g themse lves w i t h i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s 
above-mentioned whereby t h e y mate themselves members of t h e 
I s r a e l i Defence Fo rce , t h e y may l o s e t h e r i g h t t o r e c e i v e 
t h e p r o t e c t i o n of t h e United. S t a t e s . Such pe r sons a r e 
e a r n e s t l y cau t ioned b e f o r e l e a v i n g the United S t a t e s t o 
i n q u i r e f rom a diplomat o r c o n s u l a r o f f i c e r of I s r a e l what 
t h e i r s t a t u s w i l l be a f t e r t h e y a r r i v e i n t h a t c o u n t r y . " ' 

On October 23, 1951* we r e q u e s t e d t h e P a s s p o r t D i v i s i o n of t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s Department of S t a t e t o c l a r i f y t h e above pa rag raph 146 as i t a p p l i e d t o an 
American of Jewish f a i t h . ( see Appendix C) 

On November 7* 1951* t h e P a s s p o r t D i v i s i o n of t h e Department of S t a t e 
r e p l i e d t h a t , under pa ragraph 18 of t h e same pamphle t , Americans of Jewish f a i t h 
would be s u b j e c t t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s and warnings o u t l i n e d i n pa r ag raph 146,"Informa-
t i o n f o r Bearers of P a s s p o r t s " . (See Appendix D) Paragraph 18 , on page 15 of t h e 
same b o o k l e t , i s e n t i t l e d "Dual N a t i o n a l i t y " . 



PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSE - 10 

The Department of S t a t e r e p l y t c our e x p l i c i t i n q u i r y about t h e s t a t u s 
of a Uni t ed S t a t e s c i t i z e n of Jewish f a i t h s a y s : 

" . . . a pe r son who i s a c i t i z e n of a n o t h e r coun t ry i n a d d i t i o n 
t o be ing a c i t i z e n of ""the" Uni ted S t a t e s may become s u b j e c t t o 
t h e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s of such f o r e i g n count ry i f he r e s i d e s 
t h e r e i n f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e pe r iod of t i m e . T h e r e f o r e , i t has 
been i n d i c a t e d i n pa rag raph ho of t h e n o t i c e t h a t i t i s d e s i r -
a b l e t h a t pe r sons of t h e c a t e g o r y under d i s c u s s i o n p r o v i d e them-
s e l v e s w i t h a v i s i t o r ' s v i s a as i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e r e s i d e n c e i n 
I s r a e l i s i n t ended t o be of s h o r t d u r a t i o n and as t e n d i n g t o 
r e l i e v e such pe r sons f rom l i a b i l i t y and p o s s i b l e m o l e s t a t i o n 
under t h e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s of I s r a e l , " 
(Our u n d e r l i n i n g ) 

A f u r t h e r communication was submi t t ed t o t h e Department of S t a t e , 
P a s s p o r t D i v i s i o n , on November 15, 1951 (See Appendix E) s e t t i n g f o r t h a case! 
which , i n our o p i n i o n , could not be determined by t h e r e g u l a t i o n cove r ing " d u q l 
n a t i o n a l i t y " . The pe r son making t h e i n q u i r y , a l t h o u g h of Jewish f a i t h , 
pos se s sed no a n c e s t r y t h a t could be t r a c e d t o t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l and was a n a t i v e -
born c i t i z e n of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . 

To t h i s even more s p e c i f i c i n q u i r y , t h e p a s s p o r t D i v i s i o n r e p l i e d on 
November 28 (See Appendix F ) . The o p i n i o n , i n p a r t , f o l l o w s : 

" . . . In r e p l y , I beg t o in fo rm you t h a t i t i s t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e 
Department t h a t pe r sons of the Jewish r e l i g i o n who s e t t l e i n I s r a e l may a c q u i r e t h e 
s t a t u s of I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l i t y under t h e laws of t h a t c o u n t r y . The ob ta inment of a 
v i s i t o r ' s v i s a i s an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e t r a v e l e r i s no t remain ing pe rmanen t ly o r 
f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e pe r iod of t ime i n I s r a e l and, c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h a t he i s no t 
p l a c i n g h imse l f i n t h e p o s i t i o n of a c q u i r i n g I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l i t y . . . 

" . . . I t i s not u n u s u a l , i n t h e laws of some c o u n t r i e s , t h a t c e r t a i n 
c l a s s e s of pe r sons a c q u i r e t h e n a t i o n a l i t y of .״such c o u n t r i e s by a r e s i d e n c e t h e r e -
i n f o r a c e r t a i n p e r i o d of t ime ״ Y.hen t h i s happens , such pe r sons become l i a b l e t o 
t h e law and r e g u l a t i o n s of t h e coun t ry of which t h e y have become c i t i z e n s . While 
t h e government might p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t he i n d u c t i o n of such pe r sons i n t o t h e m i l i t a r y 
s e r v i t e of a c o u n t r y of which t h e y a r e n a t i o n a l s , no a s su rance wha teve r coujd be 
g iven t o t h e pe r sons concerned t h a t such p r o t e s t could be e f f e c t i v e i n o b t a i n i n g 
t h e r e l e a s e of such persons f rom the o b l i g a t i o n s due t o t h e f o r e i g n c o u n t r y of which 
t h e y a r e n a t i o n a l s . . . . " (Our u n d e r l i n i n g ) 

We a p p r e c i a t e t h a t the Uni ted S t a t e s Department of S t a t e has i s s u e d , 
i n i t s pamphlet " I n f o r m a t i o n f o r Beare rs of P a s s p o r t s " , a warning t o American 
c i t i z e n s of t h e p o s s i b l e c o m p l i c a t i o n s t o t h e i r c i t i z e n s h i p s t a t u s w i t h which t h i s 
I s r a e l i p o l i c y c o n f r o n t s them. But we submit t h a t i n r u l i n g on t h e s p e c i f i c 
q u e s t i o n o f how t h i s I s r a e l i p o l i c y a f f e c t s a Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n of Jewish 
f a i t h , t h e Department of S t a t e assumed, i n i t s l e t t e r of November 7, 1951 and a g a i n 
i n i t s l e t t e r of November 28, 1951 t h a t an American c i t i z e n of Jewish f a i t h " i s a 
c i t i z e n of ano the r c o u n t r y i n a d d i t i o n t o be ing a c i t i z e n of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . " 

This r u l i n g a l l e g e s t h a t Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h , 
i n s t e a d of p o s s e s s i n g a s i n g l e n a t i o n a l i t y , p o s s e s s a " d u a l n a t i o n a l i t y " . T h e i r 
American n a t i o n a l i t y i s hyphenated, ? f i th a n a t i o n i n which t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y of 
them have never l i v e d , have no d e s i r e t o l i v e and t o which t h e y canno t be a t t a c h e d 
by any l e g a l l y o r s c i e n t i f i c a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d a n c e s t r y . 
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This i s p r e c i s e l y the presumpt ion of Zionism and t h e I s r a e l i "Law of 
R e t u r n " . We t ake e x c e p t i o n on t h e ground t h a t i t p u t s Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of 
Jewish f a i t h , on t h e b a s i s of t h e i r r e l i g i o n , i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e S t a t e of 
I s r a e l d i f f e r e n t f rom t h a t of an American of any o t h e r f a i t h . 

The I s r a e l i l e g i s l a t i o n and t h e i m p l i c a t i o n of t h e r u l i n g of t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s Department of S t a t e e i t h e r t r e a t r t h e f a i t h of a group of American c i t i z e n s 
as i f i t were a second n a t i o n a l i t y o r t h i s I s r a e l i l e g i s l a t i o n and Department of 
S t a t e r u l i n g make a d i s t i n c t i o n , on t h e b a s i s of r e l i g i o n , between one group of 
Americans and a l l o t h e r Americans i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o a f o r e i g n s t a t e . 

We t a k e e x c e p t i o n t o e i t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . We e a r n e s t l y r e q u e s t t h e 
Government of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s t o examine t h e problem f rom our v i e w p o i n t , as 
Americans of Jewish f a i t h , t o c o n s i d e r t h e p o s s i b l e f u t u r e r a m i f i c a t i o n s of such 
p r e c e d e n t s and t o t a k e such s t e p s a s a r e w i t h i n i t s power t o c l a r i f y a n d / o r c o r r e c t 
t h e s i t u a t i o n . 

(B) The second s i t u a t i o n r e q u i r i n g t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
Government i s a l s o c r e a t e d by t h e l e g i s l a t i o n o r . p o l i c i e s of f o r e i g n s t a t e s and 
r e s u l t s i n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t American c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h . I t i n v o l v e s 
c o n f u s i o n o f t h e r e l i g i o n of such Americans w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l i t y of a f o r e i g n s t a t e . 

I t i s v i r t u a l l y imposs ib l e f o r an American c i t i z e n of Jewish f a i t h t o 
o b t a i n v i s a s , on American p a s s p o r t s , f r o m t h e S t a t e s of J5yria, Lebanon, I r a q , T r a n s -
Jordan and Saud i A r a b i a . The American p a s s p o r t s of American c i t i z e n s , no t of Jewish 
f a i t h , a r e honored by t h e s e s t a t e s . 

O f f i c e r s of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Department of S t a t e have e x p l a i n e d t h a t 
t h e r e a s o n f o r t h i s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i s t h e e x i s t e n c e of a t e c h n i c a l s t a t e of war 
between t h e s e s o - c a l l e d "Arab S t a t e s " a n d the S t a t e of I s r a e l . 

But t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i s n o t a t war w i t h any of t h e f i v e s t a t e s which 
now d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t American c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h . The t e c h n i c a l s t a t e of 
war e x i s t s between t h e s e s t a t e s and I s r a e l . 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e s e s o - c a l l e d "Arab s t a t e s " a r e a c t i n g on t h e assump-
t i o n of I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t i deo logy t h a t a l l Jews a r e n a t i o n a l l y r e l a t e d t o I s r a e l . 
What e x i s t s he re t h e r e f o r e i s 3 p r a c t i c a l example of how a c c e p t a n c e of t h i s i d e o l o g y 
makes f o r d i s c r i m i n a t i o n between Americans on t h e b a s i s of f a i t h because t h i s 
I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t ideo logy c o n s i d e r s American Jews t o have a r e l a t i o n s h i p to I s r a e l 
d i f f e r e n t f rom t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h a t S t a t e of Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . 

The Uni ted S t a t e s Government has so f a r f a i l e d t o i n s i s t t h a t t h e s e 
"Arab s t a t e s " honor t h e p a s s p o r t s of American c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h e q u a l l y w i t h 
t h o s e of Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . Th i s appears t o be f u r t h e r ev idence t h a t ou r 
Government has acqu iesced i n an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Judaism, our f a i t h , which r e l a t e s 
Judaism t o t h e n a t i o n a l i s m of I s r a e l and. i n so doing countenances a d i s t i n c t i o n 
between Americans on the b a s i s of r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f . 

Such 'a p r eceden t can sp read ab road . But i t may a l s o l e a d , i n American 
l i f e i t s e l f , t o t h e i n t r u s i o n of p r i n c i p l e s which a r e a b h o r r e n t t o our democracy. 
For what i s involved here may r e s u l t i n a merging of church and s t a t e . As I s r a e l 
a t t emp t s t o p r i v i l e g e American Jews, so t h e Arab s t a t e s d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t 
American Jews"! We t a k e e x c e p t i o n t o e i t h e r d e p a r t u r e f rom t h e American norm of 
e q u a l i t y of t h e i n d i v i d u a l , r e g a r d l e s s of r a c e or c r e e d . 
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(C) The t h i r d s i t u a t i o n i s the I s r a e l i " N a t i o n a l i t y Law, " adopted by 
t h e I s r a e l i Knesset , A p r i l 1 , 1952. This law a l s o assumes t h a t Uni ted S t a t e s 
c i t i z e n s of Jevfish f a i t h , because of t h e i r r e l i g i o n , pos se s s a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 
t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l t h a t i s d i f f e r e n t f rom the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f Americans of any 
o t h e r f a i t h . 

The p r o v i s i o n s of t h i s I s r a e l i law, p e r t i n e n t to t h i s memorandum, a r e 
based upon I s r a e l i "Law of R e t u r n " . (See above, page ייf, f o r o f f i c i a l t r a n s -
l a t i o n of the "Lair of R e t u r n " . ) 

The fundamen ta l concept of t h e "Law of Re turn" i s t h a t a l l Jews are 
members of t h e same n a t i o n a l i t y , which once l i v e d i n t h e t e r r i t o r y now c a l l e d 
t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . The law implements t h i s fundamenta l concep t i n t h e 
f o l l o w i n g ways: 

(1) Only Jews a r e d e s i g n a t e d as r e c i p i e n t s of the au toma t i c r i g h t 
t o permanent immigra t ion i n t o I s r a e l . 

( 2 ) The law i t s e l f i s o f f i c i a l l y d e s i g n a t e d as t h e "Law of R e t u r n " . 
Immigrat ion of Jews t o I s r a e l i s c a l l e d " r e t u r n i n g " . The t e r m i n -
ology i s sometimes "expanded to say t h a t immigra t ion of Jews t o 
I s r a e l i s a r e t u r n of " e x i l e s " . 

The I s r a e l i " N a t i o n a l i t y Law" t h e n p r o v i d e s f o r the a c q u i s i t i o n o f 
I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p , f o l l o w i n g immigra t ion based on t h e "Law of R e t u r n " . 
In o f f i c i a l t r a n s l a t i o n t h e p e r t i n e n t s e c t i o n s of t h e " N a t i o n a l i t y Law" 
f o l l o w : 

" N a t i o n a l i t y by r e t u r n . 2 . ( a ) Every •oleh"־^ under t h e Law of Re tu rn 
f s(־־x־־"5710-1950 h a l l become an I s r a e l n a t i o n a l . 

( b ) I s r a e l n a t i o n a l i t j r by r e t u r n i s a c q u i r e d : 

(1) by a pe r son who came as an , o l e h 
i n t o , or was b o r n i n , t h e c o u n t r y b e f o r e 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e S t a t e — w i t h 
e f f e c t f rom the day of t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
of t h e s t a t e ; 

(2 ) by a pex-son having come t o I s r a e l a s 
an ' o l e h a f t e r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e 
S t a t s - - w i t h e f f e c t f rom t h e day of h i s 
' a l iya ׳ w > . . . 

(11) by a pe r son who has r e c e i v e d an 
' o l e h ' s c e r t i f i c a t e under s e c t i o n 3 of 
t h e Law of Re tu rn , 5710-1950, w i t h e f f e c t 
f rom t h e day of the i s s u e of the c e r t i f i c -
a t e . 

t r a n s l a t o r ' s n o t e : ' o l e h and ' a l i y a mean r e s p e c t i v e l y a Jew immig ra t i ng , 
and t h e immigra t ion of a Jew, t o t h e l and of I s r a e l . 

" 1 Sefer Ha-Chukkim No. 5׳ 1 of t h e 2 1 s t Tanruz, 5710 (6 Ju ly 1950) p . 159 
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( c ) This s e c t i o n does no t a p p l y : 

(1) To a pe r son having c e a s e d t o be an i n h a b -
i t a n t of I s r a e l b e f o r e t h e coming i n t o f o r c e 
of t h i s law; 

(2 ) t o a p e r s o n of f u l l age who, immedia te ly 
b e f o r e t h e day of the coming i n t o f o r c e of t h i s 
Lav/, or i f he comes t o I s r a e l as an , o l e h t h e r e -
a f t e r , immedia te ly b e f o r e t h e day of h i s ' a l i y a 
o r t h e day of t h e i s s u e of h i s , o l e h ' s c e r t i f i -
c a t e i s a f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l and who, on o r b e f o r e 
such day , d e c l a r e s t h a t he does n o t d e s i r e t o 
become an I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l ; 

(3 ) t o a minor whose p a r e n t s have made a d e c l a r -
a t i o n under pa ragraph (2) and i n c l u d e d him 
t h e r e i n . " (Our u n d e r l i n i n g ) 

We c a l l p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o the d i s t i n c t i o n s made by t h i s law 
between Jews and people of o t h e r f a i t h s . 

1 , Immigrat ion t o I s r a e l i s ״ r a n t e d o n l y t o Jews as a r i g h t . I t i s 
n o t g ran ted as a r i g h t , t o people of o t h e r f a i t h s . Immigra t ion of a Jew may be 
t r ans fo rmed i n t o I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p , a u t o m a t i c a l l y , t h e moment a Jew s e t s f o o t 
on I s r a e l i s o i l . This au tomat i c t r a n s f o r m a t i o n does no t a p p l y t o peop le of 
f a i t h s o t h e r t h a n Judaism. They must a p p l y f o r c i t i z e n s h i p by n a t u r a l i z a t i o n . 

2 , To avoid t h i s a u t o m a t i c t r a n s f o r m a t i o n an American Jew must renounce 
I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p b e f o r e he o b t a i n s h i s immigra t ion v i s a and presumably w h i l e 
he i s s t i l l on American s o i l . Such r e n u n c i a t i o n i s not r e q u i r e d of Americans 
who a re no t of Jewish f a i t h . 

The I s r a e l i N a t i o n a l i t y Law t h e r e f o r e , o f f e r s a n o t h e r example of how 
I s r a e l i l e g i s l a t i o n r e s u l t s i n an i n v o l u n t a r y r e l a t i o n s h i p to a f o r e i g n s t a t e 
f o r one group of American c i t i z e n s , on t h e b a s i s of t h e i r r e l i g i o n , t h a t i s 
d i f f e r e n t f rom t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p to t h a t s t a t e of Americans of f a i t h s o t h e r 
t h a n Judaism. 

This I s r a e l i p o l i c y of making d i s t i n c t i o n s between Americans on t h e 
b a s i s of t h e i r r e l i g i o u s f a i t h s i s i n h e r e n t l y c o n t r a r y t o b a s i c American i d e a l s . 
T o l e r a t i o n of i t by t h e United S t a t e s Government may l e a d t o f u r t h e r compl ic -
a t i o n s f o r Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h bo th a t home and a b r o a d . We 
f e e l i t p roper t h e r e f o r e a l s o to c a l l t h i s s i t u a t i o n t o the a t t e n t i o n of our 
Government. 

(D) The f o u r t h s i t u a t i o n a l s o makes t h e s t a t u s of Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i -
zens of Jewish f a i t h ambiguous. I t i nvo lve s t h e i r r e l i g i o n i n a l e g i s l a t i v e 
p r o c e s s w h i l e the r e l i g i o n of no o t h e r Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n i s so i n v o l v e d . 
We r e f e r t o t h e United S t a t e s Immigrat ion Act of February 15, 1917 and t h e 
" D i c t i o n a r y of Races o r Peoples" p repa red by t h e United S t a t e s Immigra t ion 
Commission of 1910. 

We c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f o l l o w i n g f a c t s . 

1 . Among t h e n a t i o n a l o r r a c i a l c a t e g o r i e s by which a p r o s p e c t i v e 
immigrant may d e s i g n a t e h imse l f t o f u l f i l l t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s of the 1917 Act 
and accord ing t o t h e 1910 " D i c t i o n a r y of Races or Peoples" was t h a t of "Hebrew". 
(See " D i c t i o n a r y of Races o r P e o p l e s " , Repor t s on the Immigra t ion Commission, 
6 1 s t Congress , 3rd S e s s i o n , S e n a t e , Document No. 662, pages 73-75 , Government 
P r i n t i n g O f f i c e , Washington, 1 9 1 1 . ) 
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"Hebrew" i s d e s c r i b e d t h e r e i n v a r i o u s l y as a " r a c e " and as a " p e o p l e " . 
The c r i t e r i a f o r t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n a r e sometimes l anguage , sometimes p h y s i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

Yet , b y i t s own c r i t e r i a , t h e o f f i c i a l t e x t i s e x c e s s i v e l y i n c o n s i s t e n t . 
I t s a y s : 

" . . . . T h e Jews have adopted t h e languages of t h e p e o p l e s w i t h whom 
t h e y have long been a s s o c i a t e d . " 

The c r i t e r i o n of p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i s no b e t t e r s u s t a i n e d by 
t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

" P h y s i c a l l y t h e Hebrew i s a mixed r a c e , l i k e a l l ou r immigrant 
r a c e s o f p e o p l e s , a l t hough t o a l e s s e r degree t h a n most . . . " 

Reputable s c h o l a r s h i p has r e j e c t e d , comple t e ly , t h e i dea of a " J e w i s h " 
r a c e . 

Fur thermore , t h e a u t h o r s of t h i s d e f i n i t i o n which i s s t i l l used as a 
b a s i s f o r our immigra t ion laws , employ t h e words "Hebrew" and "Jew" i n a manner 
which i n d i c a t e s t h e y cons ide red them t o be synonyms. 

2 . There was no "Jewish" o r "Hebrew" n a t i o n i n 1910 o r 1917. I s r a e l i s 
and Z i o n i s t s have i d e o l o g i c a l r e a sons f o r c a l l i n g I s r a e l " t h e Jewish S t a t e " . But 
t h i s i n a c c u r a t e , i d e o l o g i c a l d e s i g n a t i o n should not be d i g n i f i e d by a c c e p t i n g i t i n 
o f f i c i a l l e g a l o r d i p l o m a t i c t e r m i n o l o g y . There i s no "Jewish" s t a t e now. There 
was no t i n 1910 o r 1917 t h e r e f o r e , nor i s t h e r e now, any grounds f o r s p e c i a l a t t e n -
t i o n t o Jews i n our immigra t ion laws on a n a t i o n a l quo ta b a s i s o r a s a s e p a r a t e 
n a t i o n a l i t y g roup . 

E l i m i n a t i n g any such b a s i s , a Uni ted S t a t e s Government i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y , 
s t i l l i n f o r c e , appea r s t o draw a d i s t i n c t i o n between Jews and o t h e r p e o p l e , on t h e 
b a s i s of f a i t h . I t i s r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e i n a c c u r a c i e s a b o u t , and e r roneous d e f i n i -
t i o n s o f , Jews on which t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n i s made a r e now t h e b a s i s f o r Depar tment 
of S t a t e d i r e c t i v e s f o r t h e o p e r a t i o n of t h e McCarran-Fa l te r Act of 1952, 

Such a d i s t i n c t i o n i s c o n t r a r y t o t h e b a s i c American p r i n c i p l e t h a t a 
human b e i n g ' s r e l i g i o u s f a i t h i s , i n no way, t o be a c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n h i s a c q u i s i t i o n 
o r r e t e n t i o n of t h e r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of Uni ted S t a t e s 
c i t i z e n s h i p . 

For Judaism i s no t an e t h n i c c l a s s i f i c a t i o n any more t h a n i t i s a n a t i o n a l 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . N e i t h e r l anguage , c u l t u r e nor common o r i g i n of peop l e who a re Jews 
q u a l i f y them — or t h e i r r e l i g i o n — f o r e i t h e r of t h e s e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s . 

To l e g i s l a t e t h a t "Jew" i s an e t h n i c group, we submi t , would t h e r e f o r e 
r e s u l t i n d i s c r i m a t i o n a g a i n s t peop le of one r e l i g i o u s g roup . I t would a l s o 
dep r ive Jews of t h e i r American r i g h t of v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n , a s Jews. Such 
a c t i o n i s m a n i f e s t l y c o n t r a r y t o t h e s p i r i t of American democracy. 

I l l 

P r a c t i c a l Evidences of Hazard 

As Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s we would be j u s t i f i e d , on p u r e l y t e c h n i c a l 
and l e g a l grounds , i n c a l l i n g t h e s e m a t t e r s t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of our Government,. 
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F u r t h e r j u s t i f i c a t i o n however i s added, and our concern i n t h e s e m a t t e r s i s amply 
w a r r a n t e d , by c e r t a i n p r a c t i c a l r e s u l t s t h a t f o l l o w f rom t h e s e i n a c c u r a t e o r 
ambiguous t e c h n i c a l a n d / o r l e g a l d e f i n i t i o n s of Jews and Judaism. 

The p r a c t i c a l d i s a b i l i t i e s s u f f e r e d by United S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish 
f a i t h whose American p a s s p o r t s a r e no t honored by t h e f i v e s t a t e s mentioned i n 
Paragraph B , s e c t i o n I I , of t h i s memorandum a r e obv ious . 

Other d i s a b i l i t i e s were r e p o r t e d i n a d i s p a t c h i n t h e Ne%״.r York Times 
f o r November 14, 1952 (Appendix G) . 

The d i s p a t c h , i n p a r t , s t a t e s : 

" . . . Another c o m p l i c a t i o n r a i s e d by t h e McCarran Act t h a t 
w o r r i e s t h e I s r a e l i s concerns American c i t i z e n s w i t h d u a l 
n a t i o n a l i t y . These pe r sons may l o s e t h e i r American c i t i z e n -
s h i p i f t h e y accep t employment f rom a f o r e i g n government , as 
i n t h e case of e x p e r t s employed by I s r a e l . Ord ina ry American 
c i t i z e n s may accep t such employment w i t h o u t qualms . . .  י "

(our u n d e r l i n i n g ) 

We c a l l a t t e n t i o n p a r t i c u l a r l y t o t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

1 . Only t h o s e American c i t i z e n s "wi th d u a l n a t i o n a l i t y " i n I s r a e l 
f a c e p o s s i b l e l o s s of United S t a t e s c i t i z e n s h i p . By d e f i n i t i o n 
of t h e I s r a e l i " N a t i o n a l i t y Law", t h e on ly Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i -
zens i n I s r a e l who come under t h a t q u a l i f i c a t i o n a r e Jews, who 
have no t t a k e n t h e p r e c a u t i o n t o renounce I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p . 

2 . "Ord inary American C i t i z e n s " a r e not s u b j e c t t o t h e p o s s i b l e 
l o s s of United S t a t e s c i t i z e n s h i p i n I s r a e l . I t i s i n f e r r e d 
t h a t " o r d i n a r y American c i t i z e n s " a r e a l l American c i t i z e n s 
excep t those of Jewish f a i t h . 

I f t h e d i s p a t c h f rom t h e New York Times i s a c c u r a t e , our c o n t e n t i o n 
t h a t t h e I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t ideo logy d ra^s p o l i t i c a l d i s t i n c t i o n s between American 
c i t i z e n s , on t h e b a s i s of r e l i g i o n , i s w a r r a n t e d . We hope t h a t our Government 
w i l l t a k e t h e n e c e s s a r y a c t i o n t o e l i m i n a t e , i f p o s s i b l e t h e s e p r e s e n t d i s t i n c t i o n s 
and c e r t a i n l y t o p reven t any f u t u r e expans ion of t h e s e p r e c e d e n t s . 

A f u r t h e r m a n i f e s t a t i o n of t h e p r a c t i c a l dange r s i n h e r e n t i n t h i s 
"Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t ideo logy i s p o i n t e d ou t by an o u t s t a n d i n g Jewish p u b l i c i s t , 
us ing m a t e r i a l p u b l i s h e d i n I s r a e l i t s e l f , by a group which c o n t i n u e s , i n t h a t 
coun t ry , t o f o l l o w t h e ideas of t h e l a t e D r . Judah L. Magnes. (See Appendix H). 
The a n a l y s i s s a y s , i n p a r t : 

" U n t i l t h e emergence of I s r a e l , Jews l i v e d i n t h e p o l i t i c a l wor ld 
w i t h o u t a u n i f i e d d i r e c t i o n . F o r i n s t a n c e , d u r i n g World War I , 
Jews and Z i o n i s t s f o u g h t i n " t h e r a n k s of a l l a rmies , some f o r Czar 
Nicho las and o t h e r s f o r Kaiser Wilhelm . . . The Z i o n i s t O r g a n i z a t i o n 
e x i s t e d l e g a l l y i n England and i n Germany, and no one expec ted i t 
t o t a k e a s t and f o r one s i d e , o r t h e o t h e r . Th i s c o n d i t i o n has 
changed comple te ly a f t e r 19148. A f t e r t h e emergence of t h e S t a t e of 
I s r a e l , Zionism could no l onge r be ' n e u t r a l . ' I t i s bound t o ONE 
S t a t e which i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e p o l i t i c a l w o r l d - c o n c e r t . F u r t h e r -
more, t h rough t h e accep t ance by I s r a e l of t h e Law of Return , e v e r y 
Jew i n t h e wor ld , n o t on ly Z i o n i s t s — has a r i g h t t o e n t e r I s r a e l 
a s h i s F a t h e r l a n d , even when he i s a c i t i z e n of a n o t h e r c o u n t r y , and 
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has no t r e p u d i a t e d h i s own c i t i z e n s h i p — t h i s f a c t i s one of t h e 
s t r i k i n g p r o o f s of t h e tremendous changes which have o c c u r r e d i n 
t h e l i v e s of t h e Jews as a people i n g e n e r a l and of t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
Jew i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

" . . . Let us imagine f o r s moment t h a t t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l were t o 
u n i t e w i t h t h e Sov ie t Bloc — - h a t would be t h e f a t e of Z i o n i s t s 
and Jews i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s and i n Western Europe? Perhaps , t h e y 
would no t be immediate ly placed, on t r i a l as ' t r a i t o r s , b י u t t h e r e 
can be no doubt t h a t t h e y would become s u s p e c t s . They would be 
e l i m i n a t e d f r o m s t a t e p o s i t i o n s , t h e i r f reedom of movement would 
be l i m i t e d , a s h a r p c o n t r o l would be p l aced on a l l Z i o n i s t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r , and Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l , 
d e s p i t e t h e i r d e c l a r a t i o n s of l o y a l t y . . . And a l l t h i s would occu r 
a l s o i n a democra t i c c o u n t r y which v a l u e s the f reedom of i t s 
c i t i z e n s . 

"Thus, t h e new s i t u a t i o n can be summarized as f o l l o w s : 

" 1 . The c r e a t i o n of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l has n o t on ly not d i m i n -
i shed the danger of a n t i - s e m i t i s m f o r Jews a l l o v e r t h e wor ld (as 
some people have a n t i c i p a t e d ) , bu t i t has i n c r e a s e d t h a t danger 
by i n t r o d u c i n g new d i p l o m a t i c and p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s i n a d d i t i o n 
t o t h e o ld s o c i a l , economic and p s y c h o l o g i c a l o n e s . 

" 2 . The a t t empt ma.de s i n c e t h e emergence of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l 
t o i d e n t i f y t h e S t a t e w i t h a l l t h e Jews of t h e world has n o t o n l y 
h u r t I s r a e l by a r o u s i n g t h e f e a r s of i t s Arab n e i g h b o r s , b u t i t 
has become a source of new grave c o m p l i c a t i o n s , c o n f u s i o n s and 
dangers f o r t h e Jews o u t s i d e I s r a e l . Already i t has borne b i t t e r 
f r u i t i n t h e Eas t European c o u n t r i e s by endanger ing t h e p o s i t i o n 
of t h e Jews t h e r e . I t may w e l l produce s i m i l a r r e s u l t s i n 
Western c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , w i t h a change i n 
t h e p o l i t i c a l wor ld s i t u a t i o n . " 

17 

Prev ious Warnings by t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism 

We c a l l e d t h e s e dangers t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e United S t a t e s Government 
even b e f o r e t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l e x i s t e d . 

1 . I n t h e v e r y f i r s t p u b l i c s t a t emen t i s sued by t h e American Counci l 
f o r Judaism, n e a r l y t e n y e a r s ago (Appendix I ) , we s a i d : 

"We oppose t h e e f f o r t t o e s t a b l i s h a N a t i o n a l Jewish S t a t e 
i n P a l e s t i n e o r anywhere e l s e as a ph i l o sophy of d e f e a t i s m , 
and one which does not o f f e r a p r a c t i c a l s o l u t i o n of t h e 
Jewish prob lem. Yfe d i s s e n t f r o m a l l t h o s e r e l a t e d d o c t r i n e s 
t h a t s t r e s s t h e r a c i a l i s m , t h e n a t i o n a l i s m * and t h e t h e o -
r e t i c a l homelessness of Jews. We oppose such d o c t r i n e s as 
i n i m i c a l t o t h e w e l f a r e of Jews i n P a l e s t i n e , i n America o r 
wherever Jews may dwe l l . . . . " 
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2 . On September 25, 191111, an o f f i c i a l l e t t e r was s e n t by Less ing J . 
Rosenwald, P r e s i d e n t of t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism t o t h e t h e n 
S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , t h e Honorable C o r d e l l H u l l . (See Appendix J ) . 
The l e t t e r s a i d , i n p a r t : 

"Fundamenta l ly , t h e s o l u t i o n t o t h e problem of Jews, a 
r e l i g i o u s and no t a n a t i o n a l group, r e s t s on r e c o g n i t i o n 
of t h e i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t of t h e i n d i v i d u a l . Once t h a t 
concept of human f reedom i s u n q u a l i f i e d l y a c c e p t e d , Jews 
w i l l r e q u i r e no s p e c i a l me a s u r e . . . 

" . . .We oppose t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of P a l e s t i n e o r any l o c a l i t y 
as a Jewish S t a t e o r commonwealth. We r e g a r d as f u n d a m e n t a l l y 
undemocra t ic t h e p rocedures invo lved i n such an e s t a b l i s h m e n t , 
such as a p r e f e r r e d s t a t u s i n immigra t ion to t h o s e of one 
r e l i g i o u s f a i t h and an a r b i t r a r y and i n d e f i n i t e postponement 
of s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t . 

"Such p r o p o s a l s w i l l , we b e l i e v e , embro i l Jews now i n 
P a l e s t i n e i n c o n t i n u i n g c i v i l s t r i f e and p l a c e i n j e o p a r d y 
t h e e q u a l i t y of s t a t u s of Jews everywhere who are i n t e g r a t e d 
i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e homelands and do no t wi sh t o be p a r t y t o 
a Jewish S t a t e o r Commonwealth." 

3 . On May 1U, 19U6, Mr. Rosenwald a d d r e s s e d an o f f i c i a l l e t t e r t o 
P r e s i d e n t Harry S. Truman. (See Appendix K.) The l e t t e r e x p r e s s e d 
t h e American Counci l f o r Juda i sm ' s a p p r o v a l of t h e Repor t of t h e 
Anglo-American Committee of I n q u i r y — a c e p t i n g t h e r e p o r t a s a whole. . 
P e r t i n e n t p a r t s of Mr. Rosenwald 's l e t t e r f o l l o w : 

"11. F i n a l l y , t h e Commit tee 's r e p o r t d e a l s w i t h t h e f u n d a m e n t a l 
c h a r a c t e r of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of t h e Jews of t h e wor ld t o 
P a l e s t i n e . This may be , o v e r a p e r i o d of y e a r s , t h e most 
impor t an t s e r v i c e t h a t i t r e n d e r s . I t makes c l e a r what a r e 
t h e a c c e p t a b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p s between Jews t h e world o v e r and 
P a l e s t i n e as a proposed s t a t e . 

"The Committee s t a t e s : ' F u r t h e r , w h i l e we r e c o g n i z e t h a t any 
Jew who e n t e r s P a l e s t i n e i n accordance w i t h i t s laws i s t h e r e 
of r i g h t , we e x p r e s s l y d i s a p p r o v e of t h e p o s i t i o n t a k e n i n some 
Jewish q u a r t e r s t h a t P a l e s t i n e has i n some way been ceded o r 
g r a n t e d as t h e i r s t a t e t o t h e Jews of t h e wor ld , t h a t e v e r y Jew 
everywhere i s , merely because he i s a Jew, a c i t i z e n of P a l e s t i n e 
and t h e r e f o r e can e n t e r P a l e s t i n e a s o־ f r i g h t w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o 
c o n d i t i o n s imposed by t h e Government upon e n t r y , and t h a t t h e r e - . 
f o r e t h e r e can be no' i l l e g a l immigra t ion of Jews i n t o P a l e s t i n e . 
We d e c l a r e and a f f i r m ־ t h a t any immigrant Jew who e n t e r s P a l e s t i n e 
c o n t r a r y t o i t s law i s an i l l e g a l immigran t ' . . . ( o u r u n d e r l i n i n g ) 

Ij.. G r a d u a l l y , i t became c l e a r t h a t p a r t i t i o n would be o f f e r e d a s t h e 
p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n f o r t h e P a l e s t i n e p rob lem. We, t h e r e f o r e , a g a i n 
r e q u e s t e d ou r Government, i n f o r m u l a t i n g i t s P a l e s t i n e p o l i c i e s and i n 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h t h e Z i o n i s t movement, t o t a k e s t e p s n e c e s s a r y t o 
s a f e g u a r d t h e n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s of Uni ted S t a t e s Jews. 
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One such r e q u e s t was a l e t t e r dated August 28, 19146, a d d r e s s e d t o 
Mr. Dean Acheson, Act ing S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , f rom Less ing J . 
Rosenwald, as P r e s i d e n t of t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism. (See 
Appendix L . ) Mr. Rosenwald ' s l e t t e r s a i d / i n p a r t : 

1 1 . . .We a r e p repa red to demons t r a t e t h a t t h e a c t u a l e s t a b l i s h -
ment of a Jewish S t a t e , based upon t h e d e c l a r e d v i ewpo in t 
t h a t a l l Jews, have ku tomc t i c 1 r i g h t s i n regard t o P a l e s t i n e , 
w i l l , i n f a c t , p r e j u d i c e ' t h e r i g h t s and p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s 
en joyed by Jews i n any o t h e r c o u n t r y . ' 

"!';e a r e p repa red t o demonst ra te t h a t such a consequence i s 
i n e v i t a b l e . American c i t i z e n s of t h e Jewish f a i t h , f o r 
example, as members of a r e l i g i o u s group, sha re f u l l y and 
e q u a l l y i n American n a t i o n a l r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s ; b u t i n 
t h e e v e n t of a Jewish S t a t e , t h e y would a l s o be a s s o c i a t e d 
i n ways incomple t e ly d e f i n e d , y e t u n m i s t a k a b l e , w i t h a n o t h e r 
n a t i o n p o s s e s s i n g s o v e r e i g n powers , e x t e n d i n g au toma t i c e n t r y 
r i g h t s t o Jevrs who a r e c i t i z e n s of o t h e r c o u n t r i e s and 
r e q u i r i n g i n e v i t a b l y , r e c i p r o c a l o b l i g a t i o n s . . . 

"This we mainta in c o n s t i t u t e s a t h r e a t t o our s t a t u s as f r e e 
and e q u a l American c i t i z e n s . 

"We, t h e r e f o r e , p e t i t i o n our Government t o e x e r t eve ry e f f o r t 
t o make su re t h a t t h i s t h r e a t does no t m a t e r i a l i z e . . ־ . " 

On June 14, 19147, t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism submi t t ed a memorandum 
t o t h e t h e n S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , t h e Honorable George C. M a r s h a l l . (See 
Appendix M). *׳> 

This memorandum s a i d , i n p a r t : 

" I t i s our c o n t e n t i o n t h a t wha tever d i s p o s i t i o n i s made of t h e 
P a l e s t i n e problem adequa te prox^isions must be made t o ensu re a 
c l e a r and complete severance between t h e p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e 
developed i n P a l e s t i n e and the n a t i o n a l r i g h t s , o b l i g a t i o n s , 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and. r e l a t i o n s h i p of t h e c i t i z e n s of many 
c o u n t r i e s who a r e Jews by r e l i g i o n . 

"We contend t h a t u n l e s s wide , a l l - e m b r a c i n g , and s p e c i f i c 
s a f e g u a r d s a r e c l e a r l y embodied i n t h e Uni ted Nat ions 
d e c i s i o n on t h i s problem, m i l l i o n s of Jews - t h e overwhelming 
m a j o r i t y of Jews of t h e world — w i l l s u f f e r i r r e p a r a b l e harm 
by v i r t u e of a confused s t a t u s a s t o t h e i r e x c l u s i v e n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s of which t h e y a r e and 
d e s i r e t o remain c i t i z e n s . . . " 

I n t h i s same memorandum of June 14, 1947, we p o i n t e d ou t t h a t i f t h e 
b a s i c Z i o n i s t ph i lo sophy became t h e p o l i t i c a l b a s i s of a s o v e r e i g n 
s t a t e and i f no adequa t e , i n t e r n a t i o n a l s a f e g u a r d s were c r e a t e d by 
o t h e r n a t i o n s , s e r i o u s harm could r e s u l t t o t h e n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s 
and t h e r e l i g i o n of Jews who were c i t i z e n s of c o u n t r i e s o t h e r t h a n 
t h e t h e n contempla ted "Jewish" s t a t e . 

The f o l l o w i n g i s quoted f rom t h i s memorandum: 
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. The Bas ic Zionist . N a t i o n a l i s t Jewish Phi losophy 

"Basic t o t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s and a c t i v i t i e s r e f e r r e d t o above i s 
a concept t h a t must be r ega rded as a b h o r r e n t t o t h e o r g a n i z e d 
wor ld of n a t i o n s ; t h e fundamenta l Z i o n i s t c l a im t h a t Jews t h e 
wor ld o v e r , as Jews, have s p e c i a l , au toma t i c r i g h t s i n r e g a r d 
t o P a l e s t i n e not shared by t h o s e who a r e non-Jews. The a p p l i -
c a t i o n of t h i s p r i n c i p l e i s made t o Jews o u t s i d e of P a l e s t i n e : 
— t o a l l Jews, w i t h o u t d i s t i n c t i o n . . . 

"The p e r n i c i o u s n e s s of t h i s t h e o r y i s s e l f - e v i d e n t . . . An a u t o -
mat ic r i g h t t o any c o u n t r y o t h e r t h a n t o t h a t of which one i s a 
c i t i z e n i n v i t e s t h e query as t o whether t h e r e i s any a t t a c h m e n t 
which might cause impairment of complete a l l e g i a n c e . 

"We r e q u e s t , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n be t a k e n , i n 
unmis takab le terms and w i t h s p e c i f i c s a f e g u a r d s t h a t w i l l pro•!־ 
t e c t Jews of t h e world a g a i n s t i n v a s i o n of t h e i r s t a t u s as f r e e 
and equa l c i t i z e n s of t h e l and .'f t h e i r b i r t h o r a d o p t i o n . . . " 

V 

Precedent f o r Our Request 

There i s p r eceden t f o r our p a s t — and p r e s e n t — concern w i t h t h e 
s i t u a t i o n s r e p o r t e d i n t h i s memorandum and f o r our r e q u e s t t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
Government t a k e n e c e s s a r y a c t i o n i n r ega rd to them. 

The f i r s t i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y g i v i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n t o t h e 
Z i o n i s t p o l i t i c a l c l a ims i n P a l e s t i n e — t h e Ba l fou r D e c l a r a t i o n — s e t a p r e c e d e n t . 
I t i s unarguab le t h a t t h e r e would be no S t a t e of I s r a e l t o d a y had i t no t been f o r 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e Ba l fou r D e c l a r a t i o n by many n a t i o n s of t h e w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g 
i n d i r e c t r e c o g n i t i o n i n a J o i n t r e s o l u t i o n adopted by bo th houses of t h e Congress 
of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s i n 19214. 

But i t should be noted t h a t t h e d r a f t e r s o f , and - presumably - t h e 
n a t i o n s t h a t r e c o g n i z e d , t h e B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n were a l l cogn izan t of t h e d a n g e r s 
i n h e r e n t i n t h e "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t p l a n f o r Jews who were c i t i z e n s of c o u n t r i e s 
o t h e r t h a n P a l e s t i n e a t t h e t i n e . Kbst of t h e s e Jews a r e now c i t i z e n s of n a t i o n s 
o t h e r t h a n t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . 

Only an awareness of t h e dangers t o t h e C i t i z e n s h i p s t a t u s of t h e s e 
many Jews who r e j e c t "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i t y can account f o r t h e B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n ' s 
s p e c i f i c q u a l i f i c a t i o n t h a t "noth ing s h a l l be done which may p r e j u d i c e t h e r i g h t s 
and p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s . . . en joyed by Jews i n any o t h e r ( t h a n P a l e s t i n e ) c o u n t r y . . . " 

Now t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s a s o v e r e i g n s t a t s a c t u a l l y l e g i s l a t i n g i n conform-
i t y w i t h t h i s " J e w i s h " n a t i o n a l i s t i deo logy , i t i s e s s e n t i a l t o t r a n s l a t e t h i s 
p r i n c i p l e of s a f e g u a r d s f o r Jews who a r e c i t i z e n s of o t h e r s t a t e s i n t o s p e c i f i c , 
p r o t e c t i v e a c t i o n . 
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VI 

Genera l P r i n c i p l e s f o r Ac t ion 

I t i s r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t such s a f e g u a r d s were not e s t a b l i s h e d p r i o r t o 
t h e admiss ion o f t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l i n t o t h e Uni ted N a t i o n s . 

The v iewpoin t of t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism on t h i s s u b j e c t was 
noted i n t h e r e p o r t of the United n a t i o n s S p e c i a l Committee on P a l e s t i n e : 

( O f f i c i a l Records of t h e Second S e s s i o n of t h e Genera l Assembly, 
Supplement No. 11, Volume I , Chapter IV, pa r ag raph 8, page 140) 

" . . . In t h e United S t a t e s , o p p o s i t i o n t o Zionism i s vo i ced 
by t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism, which opposes p r o p o s a l s 
t o e s t a b l i s h a Jewish S t a t e . I n i t s v iews, such p r o p o s a l s 
a r e a t h r e a t t o t h e peace and s e c u r i t y of P a l e s t i n e and i t s 
su r round ing a r e a , a r e ha rmfu l t o the Jews i n P a l e s t i n e and 
th roughou t the wor ld , and a re a l s o undemocra t ic . ( o u r u n d e r l i n i n g ) 

The UNSCOP s t a t e d s p e c i f i c a l l y t h a t t h e Z i o n i s t p l a n f o r P a l e s t i n e was 
not t o be c o n s i d e r e d as a s o l u t i o n f o r " the Jewish problem i n g e n e r a l " . 

S e c t i o n B, Recommendation. I l l , Chapter V of t h e O f f i c i a l Records of t h e 
Second Ses s ion of t h e Genera l Assembly, Supplement No. 11, Volume I , page 146, s a y s : 

" S e c t i o n B. Recommendation approved by S u b s t a n t i a l M a j o r i t y 
"Recommendation X I I . The Jewish Problem i n Genera l 

(Two members of t h e Committee d i s s e n t e d f rom t h i s 
recommendation and one recorded no o p i n i o n ) 

" I t i s recommended t h a t 
" I n t h e a p p r a i s a l of t h e P a l e s t i n e Ques t i on , i t be accep ted 
as i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e t h a t any s o l u t i o n f o r P a l e s t i n e cannot 
be cons ide red as a s o l u t i o n of t h e Jewish problem i n g e n e r a l . " 

The p r e s e n t c o n f u s i o n of s t a t u s f o r Jews who a r e c i t i z e n s of c o u n t r i e s 
o t h e r t h a n I s r a e l would no t now e x i s t i f s p e c i f i c s a f e g u a r d s had been t a k e n a t t h e 
t i m e . They should have p r o h i b i t e d t h e proposed "Jewish" s t a t e f rom c o n f e r i n g 
r i g h t s upon, or e x a c t i n g o b l i g a t i o n s f rom, Jews l i v i n g o u t s i d e i t s b o r d e r s . 

Ac tua l e x p e r i e n c e now has demons t ra ted t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r t h e s a f e g u a r d s 
impl ied o r e x p l i c i t l y recommended, i n p r i n c i p l e , i n t h e B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n , t h e 
UNSCOP r e p o r t and our own e a r l i e r a n a l y s e s . We t h e r e f o r e renew ou r r e q u e s t t o t h e 
p rope r agenc ies of t h e Government of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s f o r n e c e s s a r y a c t i o n t o make 
i t e x p l i c i t l y c l e a r t h a t t h e r e l i g i o n of Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h 
canno t , w i thou t t h e i r v o l i t i o n , be used t o s e t them i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p t o a f o r e i g n 
s t a t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of t h e i r f e l l o w c i t i z e n s of o t h e r f a i t h s . 
F u r t h e r , we r e q u e s t t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Government w i l l n o t acknowledge any 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of I s r a e l i Law o r t h e laws of the s t a t e s mentioned i n S e c t i o n I I B of 
t h i s memorandum which t ends t o , o r a c t u a l l y d o e s , d i s t i n g u i s h between Americans on 
t h e b a s i s of r e l i g i o n o r which equa tes t h e r e l i g i o n of one group of Americans w i t h 
t h e n a t i o n a l i s m of a f o r e i g n s t a t e . 

We r e c o g n i z e , as t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of our Government, t h e form which 
such s a f e g u a r d s might t a k e and t h e t e c h n i c a l and d i p l o m a t i c i n s t r u m e n t s f o r 
accompl ish ing t h e d e s i r e d o b j e c t i v e s . 
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But we do t a k e t h e o c c a s i o n t o sugges t s e v e r a l g e n e r a l approaches t o 
t h e problem. 

1 . Once a c a r e f u l examina t ion of t h e fundamen ta l I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t 
ideo logy i s made and the s i t u a t i o n s covered i n t h i s memorandum a r e examined i n t h e 
l i g h t of t h i s i deo logy , we b e l i e v e t h e United S t a t e s Government w i l l do a l l i n i t s 
power t o remove a m b i g u i t i e s and t o p reven t t h e i r expans ion i n t o p r e c e d e n t s t h a t a r e 
i n c o n t r a d i c t i o n to American p r i n c i p l e s a t home and a b r o a d . 

I t can t h e n be made e m p h a t i c a l l y c l e a r t h a t w h i l e t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l 
and t h e "Arab S ta tes" 1 a r e e n t i t l e d t o adopt any immigra t ion and c i t i z e n s h i p laws 
t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n s f a v o r , t h e United S t a t e s Government w i l l r e q u i r e , on b e h a l f of 
i t s c i t i z e n s of Jewish f a i t h , t h a t t h e i r r i g h t t o a s i n g l e unhyphenated United 
S t a t e s c i t i z e n s h i p cannot be j e o p a r d i z e d because of t h e i r f a i t h . Both I s r a e l and 
t h e "Arab S t a t e s " should be informed t h a t the Uni ted S t a t e s Government cannot 
r e c o g n i z e t h e law of any f o r e i g n s t a t e which i s no t a p p l i e d e q u a l l y t o American 
c i t i z e n s of a l l f a i t h s . 

2 . We a re a־־rare t h a t t h e r e i s a body of American Jews, i n d e t e r m i n a t e 
i n s i z e , who a r e advoca tes f o r , or s a t i s f i e d t o a c c e p t , t h e i m p o s i t i o n on t h e i r 
Uni ted S t a t e s c i t i z e n s h i p of a "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i t y . 

We r e j e c t t h a t p o s i t i o n . We b e l i e v e t h a t i f t h e y were f u l l y a p p r i s e d 
of a l l t h e f a c t s , t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y of American Jews would a l s o r e j e c t i t . We can 
however p r e s e n t , o f f i c i a l l y , on ly our own v iewpoin t which we b e l i e v e t o be i n f u l l 
accord w i t h t h e t r a d i t i o n a l American p o s i t i o n toward Judaism and a l l o t h e r r e l i g i o n s 
of American c i t i z e n s , 

We r e j e c t t h e " p r i v i l e g e s " which "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m o f f e r s any Jew, 
as a Jew, i n I s r a e l as we p r o t e s t a g a i n s t t h e d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m 
makes i n America between t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of Jews, t o I s r a e l and t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o f 
Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s . 

The purpose of t h i s memorandum i s t o e l i m i n a t e bo th such p r i v i l e g e s and 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s and, t h r o u g h unmis takab le c l a r i f i c a t i o n , t o r e s t o r e t h a t n o r m a l i t y 
of American c i t i z e n s h i p which makes no d i s t i n c t i o n between i n d i v i d u a l c i t i z e n s on 
t h e grounds of r e l i g i o n . 

3 . The s u b s t a n c e of such c l a r i f i c a t i o n of t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e Uni t ed 
S t a t e s Government should t h e n be embodied i n an o f f i c i a l , p o l i t i c a l i n s t r u m e n t 
p r e s e n t e d by t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Government t o t h e Government of I s r a e l and to t h e 
"Arab s t a t e s " . 

it. For t h e c o r r e c t i o n of t h e f o u r t h s i t u a t i o n , d e s c r i b e d on page 20 of 
t h e memorandum, we u rge t h e Uni ted S t a t e s Government t o wi thdraw f rom a l l o f f i c i a l 
d e f i n i t i o n s of e t h n i c or n a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s , a l l r e f e r e n c e s t o "Jews" o r " J e w i s h " , 
or t h e common synonym "Hebrew". In t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , ?re u rge a complete r e v i s i o n of 
t h e Senate Document of 1910 known as " D i c t i o n a r y of Races o r P e o p l e s " . I n t h e 
n e a r l y h a l f - c e n t u r y t h a t has passed s i n c e t h i s document was w r i t t e n , much new 
s c i e n t i f i c knowledge has been made p o s s i b l e an i n f i n i t e l y more a c c e p t a b l e and 
a c c u r a t e b a s i s f o r American l e g i s l a t i o n . 



PRINCIPLES AND PURPOSE - 22 

V I I 

Conclus ion 

We r e i t e r a t e our ve ry g r e p t concern ־with t h e s i t u a t i o n s o u t l i n e d i n 
S e c t i o n I I of t h i s memorandum. I t i s our f i r m c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
Government has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o p r o t e c t t h e n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s of i t s c i t i z e n s 
of Jewish f a i t h and t h e u n i v e r s a l q u a l i t y of t h e i r f a i t h by removing t h e s e 
a m b i g u i t i e s . 

I t has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o o t o t h e t o t a l i t y of American democracy 
wherever , as i n t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s , an e f f o r t i s made, o r a ca t egory of r i g h t s o r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i s c r e a t e d , d i s t i n g u i s h i n g between Americans on t h e b a s i s of 
r e l i g i o u s f a i t h . 

Any s i n g l e one of t h e problems s e t f o r t h i n t h i s memorandum may appear 
t o be o f n e g l i g i b l e impor tance . But we a r e reminded of a passage f rom a r e c e n t 
p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t of P r e s i d e n t Eisenhower commenting on t h e r e p o r t s of t h e S o v i e t 
" a n t i - Z i o n i s t " p u r g e s . The P r e s i d e n t s a i d : 

"These b i t t e r f a c t s summon eve ry f r e e c i t i z e n t o renew h i s 
awareness of h i s d u t y t o do a l l i n h i s own power t o honor 
and t o guard our p r e c i o u s c i v i l and r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t i e s and 
t o d e c r y , w i t h candor and courage , any v i o l a t i o n of them. 
No v i o l a t i o n i s t oo t r i v i a l t o be a t t a c k e d . There i s no 
such t h i n g as j u s t a l i t t l e b i g o t r y — any more t h a n t h e r e 
can be j u s t a l i t t l e p e r s e c u t i o n . . . " 

We b e l i e v e t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of t h i s memorandum i s i n t h e s p i r i t of t h e 
P r e s i d e n t ' s c a l l f o r every f r e e c i t i z e n " t o do a l l i n h i s own power t o honor ״.and 
guard" our p r e c i o u s l i b e r t i e s and " to d e c r y , w i th candor and cou rage , any v i o l a t i o n 
of them" s i n c e no v i o l a t i o n i s " too t r i v i a l t o be a t t a c k e d . " 

We o f f e r every s e r v i c e w i t h i n our power t o a s s i s t i n any c o n s t r u c t i v e 
a c t i o n t h e Government of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s may t ake t o meet t h e s i tua t ions uncovered 
i n t h i s memorandum. 
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So Teach Us t o Number Our Days 

by 

Leasing J , Rosenwald. 

be fo r e 
American Council f o r Judaism 
Tenth Anniversary Conference 
San F r a n c i s c o , May 7, 1953 

The s inge r of t h e well-known 90th Psalm measured t ime wi th an 
h o u r - g l a s s of God. "A thousand yea r s i n Thy s i g h t " , he s a i d , "a re 
bu t as y e s t e r d a y when i t i s p a s t , and as a watch i n the n i g h t " . 

By such s t anda rds the Tenth Anniversary i s h a r d l y n o t i c e a b l e . 
We t h e r e f o r e mark t h i s a n n i v e r s a r y w i t h h u m i l i t y as much as g r a t i t u d e . 
If we take some pr ide i n what we have done i t i s a p r ide w i t h o u t 
a r rogance . I t i s d r a s t i c a l l y r e s t r a i n e d by the overwhelming r e a l i z a -
t i o n of what remains t o be done. 

Tonight , t h e r e f o r e , bu t l i t t l e t ime w i l l be spent on the p a s t . 
What those yea r s have accomplished i s a ques t i on each must answer 
f o r h i m s e l f . That the Council has i n c r e a s e d i n s t r e n g t h i s on ly 
a s e l f - e v i d e n t answer, good as an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e p l y . In the 
f i n a l a n a l y s i s , t h e r e are two c r i t e r i a by which work such a s ours 
may be measured. 

1. Has t h e r e s u l t of our e f f o r t s r e f l e c t e d our p r i n c i p l e s and 
c o n v i c t i o n s ? This o r g a n i z a t i o n was no t founded as an expediency 
or t o c o n t r i v e a s u c c e s s f u l , p o l i t i c a l formula״ This i s sometimes 
f o r g o t t e n even by our f r i e n d s . Opponents e i t h e r ignore i t — or 
f o r g e t i t — when t h e y a t t empt t o depreca te or d i sparage our e f f o r t s . 
I t was n o t our b u s i n e s s , i n d i r e c t n e g o t i a t i o n s , t o i n f l u e n c e I s r a e l i 
or Z i o n i s t p o l i c i e s . I t h i n k we have i n f l u e n c e d bo th — i n d i r e c t l y . 
I t i s l i k e l y t h a t both I s r a e l i and Z i o n i s t p l anne r s a re keen ly 
conscious of the Counc i l ' s v i g i l a n c e and i t s p e r c e p t i o n of the 
problems d e r i v i n g from "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m . If t h i s i s so , t h a t 
consc iousness i s due t o a r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t we opera te on p r i n c i p l e s ; 
t h a t w i t h us i t i s no t a q u e s t i o n of how much "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m 
we w i l l countenance. 

Unlike the n o n - Z i o n i s t s , we need no t ask o u r s e l v e s i f we have 
"moderated" Zionism. We have not sought a common meeting ground. 

I t i s we l l known t h a t we r e j e c t the r o o t and core of Jewish 
Nat iona l i sm and t h a t we s t r i v e t o c r ea t e programs f o r Jews d i a m e t r i -
c a l l y opposed t o i t . 

We have expressed ova־ own v iewpoin t , e i t h e r i n o p p o s i t i o n 
or i n independent a f f i r m a t i o n . 



So, one t e s t of these t e n years can be made by de te rmin ing t o 
what e x t e n t vie have made our p r i n c i p l e s known to o t h e r Jews and t o 
our f e l l o w Americans of o the r f a i t h s . 

We might have done more than the record of t he se t e n y e a r s 
w i l l show, a l though I count i t a t l e a s t a c o n s i s t e n t r e c o r d . In the 
years ahead, our l i m i t s w i l l be bounded by our r e s o u r c e s , courage 
and i n t e g r i t y . 

The second c r i t e r i o n of these t e n y e a r s i s how these p r i n c i p l e s 
have l i n e d up w i th r e a l i t y . There i s no th ing wrong about advoca t ing 
p r i n c i p l e s i n an i vo ry tower , but few of us , i n t o d a y ' s t r oub l ed 
w o r l d , . c a n a f f o r d t h i s l uxu ry . 

Let me remind you we always s a i d t h a t i f a Jewish s t a t e was 
c r e a t e d , exceedingly complex problems would s u r e l y f o l l o w . We 
endeavored t o d e f i n e those problems t o the b e s t of our a b i l i t y w i thou t 
f e a r o r f a v o r . 

Many of our f r i e n d s - and p r a c t i c a l l y a l l of our opponents -
thought t h a t the Council should wind up i t s a f f a i r s when I s r a e l 
was dec la red an independent s t a t e i n May of 1948. The same con-
f u s i o n p r e v a i l s i n many q u a r t e r s t o d a y . 

But the c r e a t i o n of I s r a e l , i n i t s e l f , could no t be the 
de termining f a c t o r i n decid ing whether or no t the re was a cont inued 
need f o r the Counci l . The de termining f a c t o r was what kind of a 
s t a t e I s r a e l would b e j whether our e a r l i e r warnings would a c t u a l l y 
come t o pass or whether they were simply t h e o r e t i c a l f e a r s t h a t r e a l i t y 
proved t o be g round le s s . Five yea r s have now passed s ince I s r a e l 
was e s t a b l i s h e d ; a s u f f i c i e n t ׳ , t i m e t o determine whether our f o r e c a s t s 
were r e a l i s t i c or n o t . This w i l l no t be mere ly a s e l f - s e r v i n g r e c a p -
i t u l a t i o n . If I i n d i c a t e t h a t h i s t o r y has demonstrated our soundness , 
the conc lus ions should lead t o a r e a l i z a t i o n of a l l t h a t we must 
s t i l l do . Tonight I c a l l up the p a s t f o r the purpose of o f f e r i n g 
guidance to t h i s Conference and t o a s s i s t i n the f o r m u l a t i o n of 
p o l i c i e s and programs f o r our second decade . 

The P o l i t i c a l Arena 

Let me t u r n f i r s t t o an a r ea of immediate and dramat ic impor tance ; 
a s i t u a t i o n of somewhat the same p o l i t i c a l p r o p o r t i o n s as e x i s t e d i n 
1943-1948 except t h a t today many of the c o l o r a t i o n s a re i n r e v e r s e . 

In 1948 the war had ended. There ?/ere uncounted numbers of 
r e f u g e e s i n Europe, many of them Jews. The P a l e s t i n e q u e s t i o n , ab ly 
argued and fo rced on the a t t e n t i o n of the world by the Z i o n i s t s and 
the wi thdrawal of B r i t a i n from the Middle E a s t , was h e a d l i n e news. 
P a r t i t i o n had been recommended — and been demonstrated unworkable. 
The United Nations had reconvened i n s p e c i a l s e s s i o n t o d e l i b e r a t e 
on the problem. The United S t a t e s had withdrawn i t s suppor t of 
p a r t i t i o n . 
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Our p o s i t i o n remained what i t had always been; a warning t h a t 
the c r e a t i o n of a s o - c a l l e d "Jewish S t a t e " would wreak havoc i n t h e 
Middle E a s t , j eopa rd ize Jews l i v i n g i n Arab l ands , c o r r u p t our Judaism 
and complicate the s t a t u s of Jews who would cont inue t o l i v e i n 
c o u n t r i e s ou t s ide of the "Jewish S t a t e " . 

But the t i d e was running the o the r way. In the vacuum t h a t 
B r i t i s h withdrawal l e f t , the S ta te of I s r a e l was born . Faced w i t h 
a f a i t accompli , the United S t a t e s and the United Nations accepted 
i t . Needless t o say, t he American Council f o r Judaism d id l i k e w i s e . 

Then began a stream of propaganda rega rd ing the Middle E a s t t h a t 
endeavored t o e'mphasize I s r a e l as the coun t ry which would serve the 
b e s t i n t e r e s t s of the f r e e world and p a r t i c u l a r l y of the United S t a t e s . 
This was no t new. Formerly Zionism had argued t h a t B r i t i s h i n t e r e s t s 
i n the Middle E a s t would be served by a Z i o n i s t S t a t e and t h a t a 
c o n f l i c t of i n t e r e s t s between B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l i s m and Z i o n i s t n a t i o n -
a l i sm was u n t h i n k a b l e . Dr . S i l v e r r e a l i z e d yea r s ago t h a t the 
United S t a t e s would supplan t B r i t a i n as the d e c i s i v e f a c t o r i n Z ion i sm ' s 
f u t u r e . The new propaganda merely r ep l aced Zionism by I s r a e l and 
B r i t a i n by the United S t a t e s . 

We i n d i c a t e d the dangers i n swallowing t h i s propaganda l i n e 
u n c r i t i c a l l y . From our s t andpo in t the Middle E a s t problem was d e t e r -
mined by our p r i n c i p l e t h a t I s r a e l was a f o r e i g n s t a t e , t h a t the 
s p e c i a l p l e a d e r s f o r I s r a e l among American Jews could n o t speak 
f o r a l l American Jews. We urged t h a t the Middle Eas t be regarded as 
a whole; as an a rea i n which a l l the s t a t e s and a l l the people were 
important i n the s t r u g g l e of f r e e men a g a i n s t totalitarian'"־  signs©!•׳
f o r world conques t . 

Today, the Middle E a s t s i t u a t i o n f i g u r e s i n the headl ine news 
of the world almost as prominent ly as i t d id f i v e yea r s ago . Now 
the t i d e i s running i n the opposi te d i r e c t i o n . Today t h e r e a re 
850,000 Arab r e f u g e e s . I s r a e l i s i n p r e c a r i o u s economic s t r a i t s . 
I t has not only l i m i t e d immigrat ion, but emigra t ion has been , i n 
some months, more than immigra t ion . Egypt i s emerging as a dominant , 
key power of the a r e a . Sov ie t des igns i n the a r ea a re g e n e r a l l y 
recognized . 

The u s u a l l y well5״informed C h r i s t i a n Science Monitor, on Februa ry 
25, 1953, had t h i s t o s a y : 

" S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e John Fos t e r D u l l e s ' f i r s t novel e x p e r i -
ment i n American f o r e i g n p o l i c y change w i l l be l o c a t e d n o t 
i n the Far E a s t , b u t i n P a l e s t i n e where Jews and Arabs s t i l l 
p a t r o l barbed wire f r o n t i e r s , unmi t iga ted by a peace s e t t l e -
ment a l though f i g h t i n g ended f o u r yea r s a g o • . . . 

"The Du l l e s p o l i c y i s t o withdraw any s p e c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
regard i t as dese rv ing no more con-

other coun t ry i n the a r e a . . 
accorded I s r a e l and t o 
s i d e r a t i o n than any one 

These same sen t iments have been exp re s sed , i n r e c e n t weeks, i n 
the Balt imore Sun, the Washington P o s t , and a number of o the r newspapers 
i n l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n c e n t e r s . When P r e s i d e n t Eisenhower r e c e i v e d 
Pr ince F a i s a l of Saudi Arabia l a t e l a s t w i n t e r , he was quoted as say ing 
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t h a t a way must be found: 

" t o resume the s p i r i t of conf idence and t r u s t 
which had p r e v i o u s l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d r e l a t i o n s 
wi th the A r a b s " . . . 

The same r e p o r t con t inued , 

"A prime des i r e of the Eisenhower Admin i s t r a t i on i s 
t o a l t e r the views he ld by many Arabs t h a t America 
i s showing f a v o r i t i s m toward I s r a e l . " 

We had p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d t h a t when even t s d id t u r n i n t h i s 
d i r e c t i o n , the f i c t i o n of Z i o n i s t s e p a r a t i o n from the S t a t e of 
I s r a e l would d isappear and we would see a recrudescence of p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t y by Z i o n i s t s , i n the name of Jews and i n beha l f of I s r a e l , 

In August of 1948 we s a i d : 

"There w i l l be an inc rease of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n i n 
the i n t e r e s t s of I s r a e l , wi th Jews segrega ted as a 
b loc along l i n e s of a secondary n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . " 

The London Jewish Chron ic l e , on March 13, 1953, r epo r t ed i n 
p a r t as f o l l o w s : -  " ! י

"The American Z i o n i s t movement i s t o renew i t s 
p o l i t i c a l work t o coun te rac t the a c t i v i t i e s of 
i n f l u e n t i a l pro-Arab groups b e l i e v e d t o be i n -
f l u e n c i n g the new American Admin i s t r a t i on i n f avour 
of the Arab S t a t e s . Funds w i l l be a l l o c a t e d by the 
Agency f o r t h i s purpose . 

"This was decided a t a meeting of the Jewish Agency 
E x e c u t i v e . . . 

"The American Z i o n i s t movement w i l l t h e r e f o r e beg in 
a ,campaign of en l igh tenmen t ' t o be arranged p r i m a r i l y 
by the r e c e n t l y reorganized Z i o n i s t Counc i l . 

"All t hese a c t i v i t i e s w i l l be c a r r i e d out i n c o n s u l t a t i o n 
wi th the I s r a e l i Fore ign M i n i s t r y • • • " 

I remind you t h a t the Jewish Agency i s a r e g i s t e r e d f o r e i g n 
agent and t h a t i t d e r i v e s a s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t of i t s funds from the 
United Jewish Appeal. 

We are t h e r e f o r e approaching a p o i n t where, d e s p i t e Z i o n i s t 
and I s r a e l i propaganda designed t o equate American i n t e r e s t s w i t h 
I s r a e l i n the Middle E a s t , the i n t e r e s t s of the two a re d i v e r g i n g • 

But i t i s not enough f o r us t o r e s t on our o a r s , c o n g r a t u l a -
t i n g o u r s e l v e s t h a t we foresaw t h i s development and warned a g a i n s t 
i t . The record only sharpens up two r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s which f a c e u s , 
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F i r s t , we must make i t c l e a r e r , more e x p l i c i t than e v e r , t h a t 
t h e r e i s a group of Jev/s who a re n o t s p e c i a l p l e a d e r s f o r I s r a e l . 
This we can do by keeping our Governmental o f f i c i a l s informed, as 
we have i n the p a s t , and by such p u b l i c s t a t emen t s as may be 
n e c e s s a r y . We must i nc rease e f f o r t s to s p e l l out to our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s 
the p r e c i s e cha rac t e r of t h i s divergence and i t s p o s s i b l e impact on 
t h e i r l i v e s and i n s t i t u t i o n s i f t h e y a c t i v e l y suppor t , or remain 
p a s s i v e l y s i l e n t b e f o r e "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t l e a d e r s h i p or non-
Z i o n i s t compromise. 

Middle Eas t Peace 

There i s a second r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r which we must, a t l e a s t , 
be p r e p a r e d . Peace must come t o the Middle E a s t . I t i s u n l i k e l y 
i t w i l l come on Z i o n i s t - I s r a e l i t e rms . Mr. Ben-Gurion has d e c l a r e d , 
empha t i ca l l y , t h a t t h e r e i s noth ing t o n e g o t i a t e on boundar i e s , 
the C i t y of Jerusalem or Arab r e f u g e e s . One does no t know, t h e r e f o r e , 
what the b a s i s of peace can b e . I t i s c e r t a i n t h a t wi thou t peace , 
I s r a e l cannot s u r v i v e . Of even g r e a t e r importance i s t h a t , w i thou t 
peace , the t a s k of our count ry i n b u i l d i n g a de fense i n the Middle 
Eas t a g a i n s t Communism i s compl ica ted , i f no t imposs ib l e . 

And p r e c i s e l y because t h e r e i s a l a r g e and a c t i v e group of 
Jews, who i n s i s t t h a t peace i n the Middle Eas t must be on I s r a e l ' s 
t e rms , t h e r e may wel l be a r o l e t o p l a y f o r a group of Jews, 
independent and f r e e of t h i s f o r e i g n n a t i o n a l i s m . No formula i s 
suggested t o t ake the i n i t i a t i v e . If t h e r e was one, I would n o t 
h e s i t a t e t o sugges t t h a t we advocate i t . 

Perhaps out of tomorrow a f t e r n o o n ' s pane l d i s c u s s i o n may come 
new i d e a s . If so , we may then b u i l d our record i n t o f u r t h e r s e r v i c e . 
C e r t a i n i t i s t h a t i f p a r t of the work of t h e American Council f o r 
Judaism i s t o o f f s e t "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t p r e s s u r e s and propaganda 
on the p o l i t i c a l f r o n t , t h a t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y d id no t cease f i v e y e a r s 
ago. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t i n t h i s r o l e we may be of a r e a l s e r v i c e 
i n a id ing i n the s o l u t i o n of the problem of the Middle E a s t t h a t w i l l 
redound t o the advantage of the people who l i v e t h e r e , of our own 
country and t o I s r a e l as w e l l We are i ״ n a p o s i t i o n t o suppor t any 
s o l u t i o n t h a t seems r i g h t and c o n s t r u c t i v e . We are mot iva ted s o l e l y 
by what are the b e s t i n t e r e s t s of the United S t a t e s . Our e f f e c t i v e -
ness would be aided g r e a t l y by an en la rged membership. The c l imate 
of op in ion i s changing and each of you can c o n t r i b u t e much to our 
work i n t h i s f i e l d by he lp ing u s , i n every p o s s i b l e way. 

I come back, to the c r i t e r i o n I sa id I would use f o r t o n i g h t ; 
our r e c o r d , the cau t ion ing t h a t i f a "Jewish" s t a t e was c r e a t e d 
t h e r e would f o l l o w s e r i o u s compl ica t ions f o r Jews. 

Those years be fo re I s r a e l was e s t a b l i s h e d , on August 28, 1946, 
a l e t t e r was addressed to Acting S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , Dean Acheson, 
which read i n p a r t : 

" . . . . W e are prepared t o demonstra te t h a t the a c t u a l 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a Jewish S t a t e , based upon the d e c l a r e d 
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viewpoint t h a t a l l Jews have ' a u t o m a t i c ' r i g h t s 
i n regard to P a l e s t i n e w i l l , i n f a c t , p r e j u d i c e 
' t h e r i g h t s and p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s enjoyed by Jews 
i n any o the r c o u n t r y . ' 

American c״ i t i z e n s of the Jewish f a i t h , f o r example, 
as members of a r e l i g i o u s group, share f u l l y and 
e q u a l l y i n American n a t i o n a l r i g h t s and o b l i g a t i o n s j 
bu t i n the event of a Jewish S t a t e , they would a l s o 
be a s s o c i a t e d i n ways incomple te ly d e f i n e d , y e t 
unmis takable , w i th another n a t i o n posses s ing sovere ign 
powers, extending automat ic e n t r y r i g h t s t o Jews who 
are c i t i z e n s of o ther c o u n t r i e s and r e q u i r i n g i n e v i t a b l y , 
r e c i p r o c a l o b l i g a t i o n s . . . 

This we ma״ in t a in c o n s t i t u t e s a t h r e a t t o our s t a t u s 
as f r e e and equal American c i t i z e n s . 

"We, t h e r e f o r e , p e t i t i o n our Government t o e x e r t 
eve ry e f f o r t t o make sure t h a t t h i s t h r e a t does no t 
m a t e r i a l i z e . . . . " — — 

Again on June 4 , 1947, the Council submit ted a memorandum t o 
the t hen Secre ta r j r of S t a t e , George C, Marsha l l . In t h i s memorandum 
we po in ted out t h a t i f the b a s i c Z i o n i s t phi losophy became the 
p o l i t i c a l b a s i s of a sovere ign s t a t e and i f no adequate , i n t e r -
n a t i o n a l sa feguards were c r e a t e d by o the r n a t i o n s , s e r i ous harm could 
r e s u l t t o the n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s and the r e l i g i o n of Jews who were 
c i t i z e n s of c o u n t r i e s o the r than the t h e n contemplated "Jewish" 
s t a t e . 

The spec t r e of t h i s p r e d i c t i o n r e c e n t l y rose ou t of the m i s t s 
t h a t shroud E a s t e r n Europe. A few weeks ago, a t the time of the 
a n t i - Z i o n i s t campaigns i n Russia and i t s s a t e l l i t e s , Dr . Abba H i l l e l 
S i l v e r agreed t h a t these purges de r ive from Zionism's f o r e i g n 
n a t i o n a l i s m . Here, i n t h i s ve ry c i t y , Dr . S i l v e r i s r epo r t ed t o 
have s a i d : 

" . . . . I ' m sure t h a t a t t h e i r l a s t meet ing, Communist 
l e a d e r s decided t o stamp out any sugges t i on of Ti to i sm 
or n a t i o n a l i s m , to break eve ry n a t i o n a l i s t t r e n d , and 
Zionism i s , of course , the supreme e x p r e s s i o n of Jewish 
n a t i o n a l i s m . . . . " 

The same e x p l a n a t i o n was s t a t e d even more c l e a r l y by the Ichud 
group, f o l l o w e r s of Dr. Judah Magnes, i n I s r a e l . In January , 19 53, 
speaking i n i t s o f f i c i a l p u b l i c a t i o n , ( t h i s group s a i d ) i n p a r t : 

" U n t i l the emergence of I s r a e l , Jews l i v e d i n the 
p o l i t i c a l world wi thout a , uni f ied d i r e c t i o n . . . . 
A f t e r 1948, Zionism could no longer be ' n e u t r a l . ' 
I t i s bound t o OHE s t a t e which i s r e p r e s e n t e d 
i n the p o l i t i c a l world c o n c e r t . Fur thermore , th rough 
the acceptance by I s r a e l of the Law of Return , eve ry 
Jew i n the world has (wi thout h i s w i l l ) been p laced i n 
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a s epa ra t e s t a t u s toward the S t a t e of I s r a e l , a s t a t u s 
which does no t e x i s t f o r any o the r peop le . The f a c t 
t h a t every Jew — not only Z i o n i s t s — has a r i g h t t o 
e n t e r I s r a e l as h i s Fa the r l and , even when he i s a c i t i z e n 
of another coun t ry , and has no t r epud ia t ed h i s own c i t i z e n -
sh ip — t h i s f a c t i s one of the s t r i k i n g p r o o f s of the 
tremendous changes which have occurred i n the l i v e s of t h e 
Jews as a people i n gene ra l and of the i n d i v i d u a l Jew i n 
p a r t i c u l a r • " 

The a r t i c l e pursues the ques t ion s t i l l f u r t h e r . , ,Let us 
imagine f o r a moment" t h e y say 

" t h a t t he S ta te of I s r a e l were t o u n i t e w i t h the Sovie t 
Bloc, what would be the f a t e of Z i o n i s t s and Jews i n 
the United S t a t e s and i n Western Europe? Perhaps , t hey 
would no t be immediately p laced on t r i a l a s , t r a i t o r s ' , 
b u t t he re can be no doubt t h a t they would become suspect.- . 
They would be e l i m i n a t e d from s t a t e p o s i t i o n s , t h e i r freedom 
of movement would be l i m i t e d , a sharp c o n t r o l would be 
p laced on a l l Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r , and Jewish 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l , d e s p i t e t h e i r d e c l a r a t i o n s of l o y a l t y . . . 
And a l l of t h i s would occur a l s o i n a democra t ic count ry 
which va lues the freedom of i t s c i t i z e n s . , . . " 

In the p r e - I s r a e l days , while the Council was c a u t i o n i n g 
a g a i n s t p r e c i s e l y t h i s kind of s i t u a t i o n , Z i o n i s t s , the UJA, the 
American Jewish Committee and o t h e r s were b e g u i l i n g Jews w i t h 
the undemonstrable and dangerous p e r s i f l a g e t h a t I s r a e l had r a i s e d 
the s t a t u r e of a l l Jews — everywhere. Ho one but the Council 
dared t o a sk about bo th the p r o p r i e t y and wisdom of h i t c h i n g the 
wagon of American Jews t o the " S t a r of David־"־! 

Impact i n the United S t a t e s 

But, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , the impact of the S t a t e of I s r a e l and i t s 
Z i o n i s t con ten t ion t h a t a l l Jews a re r e l a t e d n a t i o n a l l y t o the S t a t e 
have c r e a t e d problems which a re no t l i m i t e d t o the Jews of the I r o n 
Cur ta in c o u n t r i e s . There has been an impact a l s o upon the Jews of 
the United S t a t e s , 

Our Department of S t a t e has p laced i t s American Jewish c i t i z e n s 
i n a ca t ego ry of Americans s u b j e c t t o "Dual N a t i o n a l i t y " and made them 
s u b j e c t t o "Dual N a t i o n a l i t y " r e g u l a t i o n s i n connec t ion w i t h v i s a s 
t o I s r a e l . At the t ime, an American Jew a p p l i e s f o r a v i s a t o 
I s r a e l he must renounce* I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p . The S t a t e Department 
has seen f i t t o warn a l l Americans of Jewish f a i t h ( i n i t s b o o k l e t 
of i n s t r u c t i o n s to p a s s p o r t h o l d e r s ) t h a t they must e x e r c i s e due 
c a u t i o n i n applying f o r a v i s a t o I s r a e l . If t hey do no t do so , 
under c e r t a i n cond i t i ons t h e y can be cons idered as I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s 
and even inducted i n t o the I s r a e l i Army. In t h i s l a t t e r case t h e y 
could lose t h e i r American c i t i z e n s h i p . A l l of t h i s does n o t app ly 
t o our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s of o ther f a i t h s . S i m i l a r l y , American Jews 
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o f t e n are unable to o b t a i n en t rance v i s a s to most of the s o - c a l l e d 
"Arab S t a t e s " . When asked f o r an e x p l a n a t i o n , o f f i c e r s of the 
United S t a t e s Government o f f e r the r e p l y t h a t I s r a e l and t he se 
Arab c o u n t r i e s are s t i l l , t e c h n i c a l l y , a t war . 

Our Government has t aken these p o s i t i o n s because the Z i o n i s t s 
and I s r a e l i s t o g e t h e r have combined to put American Jews i n a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p to these Middle Eas t e rn c o u n t r i e s d i f f e r e n t from 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p t o those s t a t e s which our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s of 
o the r f a i t h s p o s s e s s . Or, i f you do no t care f o r t h a t i n t e r p r e t a -
t i o n , t h e n the United S t a t e s Government has so f a r y i e l d e d , i n 
s e v e r a l s i t u a t i o n s , t o the Z i o n i s t ideo logy t h a t Jews a re a m i n o r i t y 
n a t i o n a l i t y , i d e n t i f i e d wi th a s t a t e which has a r r o g a t e d the r i g h t 
t o l e g i s l a t e i n beha l f of a l l Jews. ,V?hat e l s e can be the meaning 
of a s ta tement such as t h a t c r e d i t e d to Dr. Dov Joseph, I s r a e l i 
M i n i s t e r wi thout P o r t f o l i o , who s a i d : 

" I s r a e l , i n s e t t i n g up her c i t i z e n s h i p law, made p r o v i s i o n s 
f o r c i t i z e n s h i p no t on ly f o r those Jews r e s i d i n g w i t h i n 
her b o r d e r s , b u t a l s o f o r those Jews of the world , n o t ye t 
w i t h i n her b o u n d a r i e s ' . " 

The I s r a e l i s admit t h a t t h e i r ״Law of Return" and " n a t i o n a l i t y 
Law" are un ique . They a r e , says an o f f i c i a l I s r a e l i i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : 

" . . . t h e l o g i c a l r e s u l t of the unique s i t u a t i o n of t h e 
Jewish peop le , most of whose members s t i l l l i v e o u t s i d e 
of I s r a e l , while the p rocess of i n g a t h e r i n g has j u s t 
b e g u n . . . 

" . . . e v e r y Jew s e t t l i n g i n the count ry i s looked upon as 
r e t u r n i n g t o h i s n a t i v e c o u n t r y . . . . " 

These a re no longer i d e o l o g i c a l q u i b b l e s . They are a p a r t 
of the p o l i t i c a l p a t t e r n s of the world i n which we l i v e . Confronted 
w i t h them, our 0גמי.י Government, i n an e f f o r t t o p r o t e c t i t s Jewish 
c i t i z e n s , h a s . f e l t i t n e c e s s a r y t o i s sue s p e c i a l warn ings . And 
those warnings are premised on the Z i o n i s t - I s r a e l i ideo logy t h a t a l l 
Jews a re members of a s i ng l e n a t i o n a l i t y . 

Are t he se no t compl ica t ions of our s t a t u s ? Is the answer as 
simple as t h a t o f f e r e d by the American Jewish Committee t h a t we are 
Americans and the I s r a e l i s are I s r a e l i s ? 

VTas t h i s the r o l e of s o - c a l l e d s ta tesmansh ip t h a t l u l l e d our 
c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s i n t o i n a c t i v i t y and t o be und i s tu rbed by a s s u r i n g 
them t h a t nothing would happen? 

I do no t know what, i f any th ing , can be done about the s i t u a t i o n 
i n the I ron Cur ta in c o u n t r i e s . We can p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the p l e a s 
begging the Sovie ts t o expe l Jews — an u t t e r l y i r r e s p o n s i b l e p o l i c y . 
I t i s c o n t r a r y to a l l p a s t p rocedures of the Sov ie t Union and even 
i f the Kremlin should make an e x c e p t i o n i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , can 
you imagine the chaos i f 2,500,000 Jews were suddenly e j e c t e d from 
behind the I ron C u r t a i n . C e r t a i n l y I s r a e l could no t absorb them. 
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In t h r e e y e a r s , I s r a e l has been able t o take about 700,000 p e o p l e , 
and i n so doing has p r a c t i c a l l y ״wrecked her economy• 

More than a p o s s i b i l i t y i s t o endeavor t o open the f r e e 
c o u n t r i e s of the world , and e s p e c i a l l y the United S t a t e s , t o much 
l a r g e r immigrat ion f o r a l l those now l i v i n g i n over -popu la ted and 
t y r a n n i c a l l ands . P r e s i d e n t Eisenhower ' s r e c e n t r e q u e s t t o 
Congress f o r a l a r g e r , temporary quota of new immigrants i s a 
f a v o r a b l e s i gn and i s encourag ing . However, i t i s i n s u f f i c i e n t by 
i t s e l f . A complete r e v i s i o n and enlargement of the Immigration 
Act i s r e q u i r e d to accomplish the a b s o r p t i o n of such a v a s t number 
of e j e c t e d sou l s who would have t o f i n d a haven e l sewhere . 

We can t h e r e f o r e c a u t i o n once more a g a i n s t h y s t e r i a and a g a i n 
c a p i t a l i z i n g on human mise ry i n the i n t e r e s t s of h igh powered 
fund r a i s i n g . 

But i n terms of our own l i v e s and s t a t u s , we can hope t o 
accomplish more. We are f r e e . Our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s a re f r e e - -
i f t hey w i l l bu t r e s i s t the e f f o r t s t o coerce them. By m o b i l i z i n g 
s t r e n g t h behind our complete r e j e c t i o n of the Z i o n i s t d e f i n i t i o n 
of the r e l a t i o n s h i p s of Jews t o I s r a e l , we can, conce ivab ly , make 
c l e a r t o our own Government our d e s i r e and, i f n e c e s s a r y , our 
demand, f o r our t r a d i t i o n a l s t a t u s as Americans wi th bu t a s i ng l e 
n a t i o n a l i t y , wi th Judaism as our r e l i g i o n . 

A l l the weight of American h i s t o r y and i n s t i n c t w i l l be on 
our s i d e . But such advantages can be l o s t through apa thy and i n -
d i f f e r e n c e . Once aga in t h e n , each of you can j o i n i n t h i s work of 
b u i l d i n g something u s e f u l and c o n s t r u c t i v e on our record of the p a s t . 

The i n c u r s i o n s made thus f a r by Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t i deo logy 
on our s t a t u s as Americans a r e , t aken by themselves , n o t of g r e a t 
moment. Together they are s u f f i c i e n t t o i n d i c a t e a dangerous t r e n d , 
which must be cheoked. P r e s i d e n t Eisenhower, w i th whom George 
Levison and I had a p l e a s a n t and i n t e r e s t i n g v i s i t on A p r i l 8 th 
made t h e fo l lowing s i g n i f i c a n t comments on another occas ion , 
r ega rd ing the r e p o r t s of t h e r e c e n t " a n t i - Z i o n i s t " purges i n Russ ia 
and he r s a t e l l i t e s : -

"These b i t t e r f a c t s summon every f r e e c i t i z e n t o renew h i s 
awareness of h i s duty t o do a l l i n h i s own power t o honor 
and to guard our p rec ious c i v i l and r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t i e s 
and t o dec ry , wi th candor and courage , any v i o l a t i o n of them, 
No v i o l a t i o n i s too t r i v i a l t o be a t t a c k e d . There i s no 
such t h i n g as j u s t a l i t t l e b i g o t r y — any more than t h e r e 
can be j u s t a l i t t l e p e r s e c u t i o n . . . . " 

Council Memorandum 

On beha l f of t h e Council your o f f i c e r s have , as a r e s u l t , 
compiled a long , and c a r e f u l l y documented memorandum o u t l i n i n g these 
i n c u r s i o n s . 
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1, P a s s p o r t p r o v i s i o n s vtrhich r e q u i r e Americans of 
^ v i s h f a i t h t o take c e r t a i n p r e c a u t i o n s when 
applying f o r a v i s a t o I s r a e l t h a t Americans of 
o the r r e l i g i o u s f a i t h s are n o t r e q u i r e d to t a k e . 

2 . D i f f e r e n c e s between ho lde r s of p a s s p o r t s i s sued 
t o American Jews and those i s sued t o Americans 
of o the r f a i t h s when applying t o Arab c o u n t r i e s 
f o r v i s a s . 

3 . The i n c u r s i o n s i n the I s r a e l i "Law of Return" and 
the I s r a e l i " N a t i o n a l i t y Law" t h a t have thus f a r 
been recognized by our S t a t e Department and which 
a f f e c t American Jewish c i t i z e n s o n l y . 

4 , D i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t Jewish immigrants by c l a s s i f y -
ing them as an e t h n i c group. 

This memorandum was p resen ted to the S ta t e Department on A p r i l 8 th 
and i s a v a i l a b l e h e r e . I t d e a l s , i n d e t a i l , w i t h s u b j e c t s of prime 
concern to every American Jew, You may now help yourse lves —• and 
your government — by s tudying t h i s memorandum and persuading o t h e r s 
t o read i t . The f u t u r e s t a t u s of American Jews may be determined 
by the r e s u l t s obta ined through the submission of t h i s document. 
With pa t i ence and l abor we may lead American Jews to ene rg ize themselves 
about t he se problems i n t h e i r own l i v e s as t h e y have been energ ized 
fo rmer ly t o i n f l u e n c e American p o l i c y i n f a v o r of I s r%e l , 

Only when t h i s t r end has been reversed can we r e j o i c e over 
our record dur ing t h i s p a s t decade f o r we w i l l have b u i l t upon i t 
a s upon a ch ie f c o r n e r s t o n e , 

" Jewish Community" 

I t i s more than two yea r s s ince we a f f i r m e d t h a t Jews, i n the 
United S t a t e s , were no t an i d e n t i f i a b l e s ecu la r community; t h a t 
they are f r e e v i n d i v i d u a l s v o l u n t a r i l y p r o f e s s i n g an a n c i e n t and 
honorable f a i t h . Tie warned a g a i n s t "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t e f f o r t s t o 
b u i l d a community of Jews, simple i n des ign and w i t h a s i n g l e , u n i f i e d 
v o i c e . 

A few months l a t e r the Maclver Report was r e l e a s e d . This 
found some of the advocates of u n i t y i n a b a t t l e to p re se rve 
v o l u n t a r y , independent o r g a n i z a t i o n s as opposed t o the idea of a 
s o - c a l l e d "Jewish" community where the m a j o r i t y would e s t a b l i s h 
a p a t t e r n f o r a l l . Suddenly, our "nega t ive" a t t i t u d e became 
p o s i t i v e . 

Few of those who carae b e l a t e d l y t o our p o s i t i o n , acknowledged 
our p r i o r warning . This i s of smal l impor tance . I t i s impor tan t 
t h a t our r eco rd should i n s p i r e us t o g r e a t e r s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e and 
encourage us t o b laze new t r a i l s toward freedom and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
of the i n d i v i d u a l i n s t e a d of seeking r e c o g n i t i o n of m i n o r i t y group 
r i g h t s . 
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This s t r u g g l e i s n o t y e t ove r . The Nat iona l Community Re l a t i ons 
Advisory Council — the HCPAC — proceeds •with i t s p l a n t o coo rd ina t e 
the va r ious o r g a n i z a t i o n s of ״which i t i s composed and t o r e p r e s e n t 
something c a l l e d "an American Jewish community". The Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations remains i n t h i s g roup . Together w i th 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the Orthodox and Conservat ive branches of Judaism, 
t h e y have been de l ega t ed and w i l l t r y t o pre-empt work i n the 
i n t e r - f a i t h f i e l d . This i s an anamolous s i t u a t i o n , , The NCRAC i s 
dominated by a p o l i t i c a l , n a t i o n a l i s t body, the American Jewish 
Congress, and y e t i t i s posing as the o v e r - a l l umbrel la f o r i n t e r -
f a i t h pu rposes . The mere withdrawal of the American Jewish Committee 
and the Ant i -Defamat ion League from the NCRAC i s s i g n i f i c a n t b u t 
i n s u f f i c i e n t . For i f t h e 1ICRAC groups f o l l o w t h e i r dec la red i n t e n t 
t h e r e w i l l be need f o r a c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n . Our r o l e may w e l l i n c r e a s e . 
We alone have stood most c o n s i s t e n t l y f o r the p r i n c i p l e t h a t Jews 
a re a r e l i g i o u s group; we have e n t e r e d a c t i v e l y i n t o the r e l i g i o u s 
f i e l d ; we have r e j e c t e d the whole p r i n c i p l e of a Jewish community 
and we have demanded an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Judaism f i t t e d t o our l i v e s 
i n the United S t a t e s , 

P h i l a n t h r o p y 

In the same a r ea the re i s another r e s p o n s i b i l i t y we w i l l have 
t o assume. I t has been many years s i n c e , a lone , we r a i s e d our v o i c e 
a g a i n s t the packaged f u n d - r a i s i n g t h a t p a s s e s f o r p h i l a n t h r o p y . Our 
p r o t e s t was based on depr iv ing i n d i v i d u a l s of the freedom of choice 
i n the United Jewish Appeal , The p o l i c i e s now governing t h e Uni ted 
I s r a e l Funds, t he major b e n e f i c i a r y and c o n t r o l l i n g f a c t o r i n t h e 
UJA, were determined two y e a r s ago — n o t i n the United S t a t e s — 
b u t i n Jerusalem a t the V/orld Z i o n i s t Congress . 

The whole s e t - u p p o i n t s t o the use of the power of the purse t o 
channel American Jewish p h i l a n t h r o p y abroad t o I s r a e l ; and a t home 
i n t o n a t i o n a l i s t i c endeavors . 

I b e l i e v e any f u r t h e r e f f o r t t o e f f e c t a change i n the UJA i s 
f u t i l e , I say t h i s i n s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t abroad , Jews a re 
p r a c t i c a l l y ignored i f t h e y do not e l e c t t o go t o I s r a e l , They a re 
abandoned i f , having gone t o I s r a e l , t h e y e l e c t t o l e a v e . And a l l 
t h i s i n the name of a s o - c a l l e d "Jewish community". 

These a s p e c t s of our work w i l l be d i s c u s s e d on Saturday a f t e r n o o n 
as we meet to cons ide r a r e s t a t e m e n t of our p o s i t i o n . Those who want 
what has sometimes been c a l l e d a " p o s i t i v e program" w i l l f i n d here 
the s i g n - p o s t s , We may e l e c t only to spread knowledge of our con-
e l u s i o n s . Or we may decide to b u i l d a c t i v e l y on the b a s i s of them. 
Freedom can be won, i n t h i s a rea of our l i v e s as i n any o t h e r a r e a , 
only wi th a combination of c l e a r t h i n k i n g and hard work. We have made 
and a re making slow p r o g r e s s . Without a c t i v e programs, i t w i l l con-
t inue t o come s lowly . I do not o b j e c t . But we can choose a d r a m a t i c , 
t a n g i b l e procedure of o rgan iz ing and implementing a c t i o n . 

Rel ig ious Educat ion 

I am encouraged t o make t h i s a s s e r t i o n by the r e s u l t s of our work 
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i n the f i e l d of our r e l i g i o u s educa t ion which w i l l be d e a l t w i th i n 
our panel d i s c u s s i o n tomorrow morning• 

The wide and e n t h u s i a s t i c r e c e p t i o n of t h i s work should d i s p e l 
any l i n g e r i n g doubts t h a t our ideas are no t accep tab l e to l a r g e 
numbers of Jews or t h a t , even i f the ideas a re a c c e p t a b l e , we a re 
n o t the proper d i spens ing agency. This r e l i g i o u s 7;ork i s our f i r s t 
and only depar ture from pu re ly i d e o l o g i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

A very s u b s t a n t i a l number of Rabbis, laymen and e d u c a t i o n a l 
d i r e c t o r s who have e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y welcomed the r e s u l t s were no t — 
and many s t i l l a re no t — Council members. 

This program, as you know, i s not a sudden and new i n s p i r a t i o n 
Tri-th u s . Af t e r I s r a e l was e s t a b l i s h e d , t h e r e began the Z i o n i s t - I s r a e l i 
d r ive to persuade American Jewish youth t o come t o I s r a e l . The 
campaign was a f a i l u r e and r e s u l t e d i n s e v e r a l exaspe ra t ed o b s e r v a t i o n s 
by Mr. Een-Gurion and a f a i r l y b i t t e r f i g h t between the I s r a e l i s 
and the American Z i o n i s t s . The q u a r r e l was r e so lved — a t l e a s t 
t e m p o r a r i l y — a t the World Z i o n i s t Congress. Mr. Ben-Gurion and the 
I s r a e l i s agreed t h a t American Jewish youth must come t o I s r a e l on ly 
"of t h e i r own v o l i t i o n " . Mrs. Ha lp r in , speaking f o r American Zionism, 
asked f o r t e n or f i f t e e n yea r s be fore American Jewish youth would be 
expected t o come t o I s r a e l i n any app rec i ab l e numbers. A l l agreed 
t h a t c h a l u t z i u t h was the h e a r t of Zionism and t h a t I s r a e l was a 
"Cha lu t z iu th S t a t e " . 

Faced wi th t h i s r e a l i z a t i o n , which no o t h e r Jewish group seemed 
t o a p p r e c i a t e , we exposed the a l r e a d y s l a n t e d t e x t s used i n r e l i g i o u s 
s choo l s . And we s t a r t e d t o c r e a t e new ones . 

The Z i o n i s t p rocess of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n , t h a t had been p r o -
ceeding s t e a d i l y , under cover , has suddenly been brought out i n the 
open. 

The a t t i t u d e s of our c h i l d r e n are involved i n t h i s impor tan t 
u n d e r t a k i n g . 

But we a re not w i thou t problems and ques t ions even i n t h i s 
f i e l d . How f a r s h a l l we go w i th t h i s work? To what e x t e n t s h a l l we 
f o l l o w the Chicago s i t u a t i o n of an independent i n s t i t u t i o n and t o 
what e x t e n t s h a l l we t r y t o work i n and through e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s ? 
Where a re we to f i n d the money and the s t a f f f o r the work t h a t needs 
t o be done? For i f t h i s i s a c o n t e s t f o r our c h i l d r e n ' s minds, l e t 
us n o t f o r g e t t h a t i t i s no t a con t e s t i n a vacuum. Z i o n i s t s a re 
spending v a s t l y more on t h i s s i n g l e phase of t h e i r work t h a n we 
have a v a i l a b l e f o r our e n t i r e budget . We have no t even begun t h i s 
s t r u g g l e — and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i t has imposed upon us have been 
overwhe lming, 

Here i s a r eco rd t h a t d r i v e s r a t h e r t han r e l a x e s . I t opens 
new doors t o g r e a t , p o t e n t i a l support f o r the Counc i l . Such s u p p o r t 
r e q u i r e s knowledge of our p r i n c i p l e s and program among our members, 
p lu s the kind of pe r sona l p a r t i c i p a t i o n now being made by a few i n 
our r e l i g i o u s educa t ion program. 
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This t hen i s the r eco rd as i t s t ands i n t h e l i g h t of t h e 
l a s t t e n y e a r s . I t r e f l e c t s moments of joy and of r e g r e t , of con-
f i d e n c e and doubt . I t r e c a l l s memories of men and women i n t h i s 
f e l l o w s h i p , many of them, I am glad to say s t i l l w i t h u s ; s t i l l 
s t r ong i n t h e i r l o y a l t y and s u p p o r t . In many of our chapte rs t h e r e 
are groups of young people showing an i n c r e a s i n g unders tand ing o f , 
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n , our work. Others are gone, f o r t e n y e a r s , 
s h o r t as t hey are i n the t i m e l e s s n e s s of the P s a l m i s t , do no t 
pass over mor t a l s w i thou t reminding us of our m o r t a l i t y . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t the sum t o t a l of a l l t hese joys and r e g r e t s , 
these assurances and doubts , t hese ga ins and l o s s e s , l eaves a h e a l t h y 
balanoe on the p l u s s i d e . I t i s u s e l e s s t o recount t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 
which have b e s e t us and which i n many i n s t a n c e s we have overcome, 
I h i l e we might have achieved g r e a t e r success we have no reason to 
be discouraged w i t h our p r o g r e s s . Your u n f l a g g i n g l o y a l t y and 
a s s i s t a n c e have t u rned a d e s p e r a t e l y gloomy out look i n t o one of hope 
and promise . What we have done imposes upon us on ly a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
t o do more, 

I have been happy t o have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a l l of you i n 
what we have done. There has been much t h a t was moving and warm and 
s a t i s f y i n g i n the f e l l o w s h i p of t h i s Counci l . sense: of com-
panionship has been u n i n h i b i t e d by p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n c i e s . There has 
been a s p i r i t u a l s a t i s f a c t i o n i n b a s i c agreement on p r i n c i p l e s and an 
independence made p o s s i b l e by your generous suppor t — and t h a t of t h e 
many who could no t be here — which enabled us t o speak our h e a r t s and 
minds dur ing those y e a r s of emot ional ism. I thank a l l of you f o r the 
suppor t , t he conf idence , t he l o y a l t y t h a t made those yea r s of i n t e g r i t y 
p o s s i b l e . 

We are w i t n e s s e s today t o the t r a g e d y of Jews having depa r t ed 
so f a r from the t r a d i t i o n t h a t gave the wes te rn world i t s moral and 
e t h i c a l c o n t e n t . I n s p i r e d by what we have done i n t h i s Counci l , l e t 
us r e so lve t o cont inue our e f f o r t s t o the b e s t of our a b i l i t i e s , t h a t 
we may exempl i fy a g a i n , t o t h e wor ld , t h a t Judaism and t h a t p i o t u r e of 
Jews which made our f a i t h one of the p i l l a r s of human c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
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R E P O R T 

of 

TREASURER AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

fcy 

D. Hays Solis-Cohen 

American Council f o r Judaism 
Tenth Anniversary Conference 
San F ranc i s co , May 8, 1953 

Because only s h o r t l y be fo re the opening of the Conference we 
learned t h a t Henry Loeb and Henry Moyer would no t be able t o a t t e n d , 
not only w i l l they p e r s o n a l l y no t p r e s e n t t h e T r e a s u r e r ' s and F i n a n c i a l 
r e p o r t s , bu t i t must a l s o be c a l l e d t o your a t t e n t i o n t h a t Tvhile the 
f a c t s a re f u l l y known t o them, no t t hey , but the Nat iona l O f f i c e , 
prepared the m a t e r i a l conta ined i n t h i s r e p o r t . Because of t h e i r 
absence and because I wish t o save as much as I can of your v a l u a b l e 
Conference t ime , I am combining these two r e p o r t s . 

The s i g n i f i c a n t and v a r i a b l e i tems i n the o p e r a t i o n s of t h e 
Council are i n t i m a t e l y r e l a t e d t o our r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s t r u c t u r e . 
In 1949 we s e t up our f i r s t exper imenta l r e g i o n a l o f f i c e i n Chicago, 
This proved so s u c c e s s f u l t h a t i n 1950 we s e t up s i m i l a r o f f i c e s i n 
San Franc isco and D a l l a s and, as you w e l l know, our t a s k i n 1951 was 
t o p r o p e r l y organize and r e l a t e these o f f i c e s t o the work of the 
Nat iona l O f f i c e , i n a d d i t i o n t o opening another r e g i o n a l o f f i c e i n 
Richmond, This p r o j e c t was completed dur ing the course of 1952 and 
I be l i eve i t i s s a f e t o say t h a t we a re now i n a p o s i t i o n t o a d e q u a t e l y 
i n t e r r e l a t e the r e c e i p t s and expend i tu re s of these o f f i c e s w i t h each 
o the r and the Nat iona l O f f i c e . More or l e s s uni form systems have 
been e s t a b l i s h e d which make i t p o s s i b l e t o r e p o r t the f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s ! 

GROSS REGIONAL RECEIPTS 

19 52 1951 

Western r eg ion $37,380 $37,851. No s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e 

37,320 An inc rea se i n excess of 
$3,000 

Southwest r eg ion 34,193 

51,575 An i n c r e a s e i n e x c e s s of 
$5,000 

Midwest r e g i o n 46,307 

68,261 An i n c r e a s e of approx ima te ly 
$7,000 

61,254 E a s t e r n r eg ion 

30,448 Southeas t r eg ion 



Because the Southeas t r e g i o n did not ope ra t e as such f o r most of 
1951, no comparative f i g u r e s a re a v a i l a b l e . 

In 1951 the t o t a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s from f o u r r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s t o 
the Nat ional O f f i c e t o t a l l e d $116,361. In 1952 the t o t a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
f rom these same f o u r o f f i c e s to the Na t iona l Of f i ce came t o $130,432 
invo lv ing a n e t ga in of $14,071. I t can be r e a d i l y seen f rom t h e s e 
f i g u r e s t h a t the n e t f i n a n c i a l ga in from our r e g i o n a l o p e r a t i o n s i s 
a h e a l t h y one. We have every reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s s i t u a t i o n 
w i l l p r e v a i l i n the coming yearo 

To sum up and t o give you some concept of the p r o g r e s s made, n e t 
Nat ional Of f i ce r e c e i p t s i n 1951 from a l l r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s and those 
members se rv iced by the National Of f i ce t o t a l l e d $19 2 ,795, whi le i n 
1952 they came t o $202,667 or a n e t ga in of approximate ly $10 ,000 . 

In view of these f a c t s you may wel l ask why our aud i t ed r e p o r t 
shows a d e f i c i t f o r 1952 i n the sum of $2 ,123 ,00 , the answer t o which 
i s t h a t out of 1952 income we had t o make up the d e f i c i t i n c u r r e d i n 
1951, which accord ing t o the aud i t ed r e p o r t i s $10,977,00 bu t a c t u a l l y 
was cons ide rab ly l a r g e r i n view of the f a c t t h a t approximate ly 
$7,000a00 of b i l l s incur red i n 1951 were pa id i n 1952, Thus, i n 
a d d i t i o n t o paying out of 1952 income a cumulative 1951 d e f i c i t of 
approximately $18,,000o00, c a r r y i n g on our r o u t i n e d u t i e s , which i n 
a number of c i rcumstances were cons ide rab ly stepped up, and f i n a n c i n g 
an unbudgeted r e l i g i o u s educa t i on program which c o s t $10 ,555 .00 , an 
ope ra t i ng d e f i c i t f o r 1952 of something i n the neighborhood of $2 ,000 
i s perhaps b e t t e r than could have been expec ted . 

Before g iv ing you the d e t a i l s on how your money was s p e n t , your 
a t t e n t i o n should be c a l l e d t o the f a c t t h a t g ross Council expend i tu r e s 
f o r 1952 which i n c l u d e s sums d i sbu r sed by o u r " r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s t o 
f i nance t h e i r l o c a l o p e r a t i o n s came t o $297,739,,96. I da re say t h a t 
t h e r e are n o t many of you who a few years back would have b e l i e v e d t h a t 
the Council would have grown t o the p o i n t where i t s c o l l e c t i o n s i n a 
given year would r each the f i g u r e of $295 ,000 .00 . 

In 1952 Execut ive S a l a r i e s which inc ludes those pa id t o r e g i o n a l 
men came t o ' $ 9 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 Execut ״ ive Trave l i nc lud ing r e g i o n a l c o s t s 
came t o $16 s165o80» A l l expend i tu re s f o r L i t e r a t u r e , Mai l ing , S t a t i o n -
e r y and Pos t age , Regional as w e l l as N a t i o n a l , t o t a l l e d $ 4 7 , 2 5 7 . 3 5 . 
For Regional and Nat ional Of f i ce C l e r i c a l S a l a r i e s we spent $ 4 6 , 7 5 4 . 3 7 . 
A l l Council o f f i c e s spent a t o t a l of $14,519 0 41 f o r Rent and L i g h t , 
Telephone and Telegraph cos t us a t o t a l of $5 ,580 e 55 o This l e a v e s a 
ba lance of approximate ly $69,000,00 which was spen t by the N a t i o n a l 
O f f i c e and the f i v e r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s f o r a v a r i e t y of purposes n e c e s s a r y 
t o the o p e r a t i o n of the Counc i l , For some of these expend i tu r e s the 
Council has been reimbursed by members a s , f o r example, i n the case 
of luncheon f e e s and Conference expenses , purchase of books and o the r 
i tems i n t h i s c a t e g o r y , Completely aud i t ed r e p o r t s f o r the N a t i o n a l 
O f f i c e and each r e g i o n a l o f f i c e are a v a i l a b l e f o r anyone who c a r e s t o 
see them, cover ing these and a l l o the r i tems of expense . 

Here I switch f rom what would have been Henry Loeb 's T r e a s u r e r ' s 
r e p o r t t o a few comments on what would have been Henry Moyer's f i n a n c i a l 

י 2 -  י



r e p o r t and t h e r e f o r e , some comment on our p r e s e n t f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n 
i s i n o r d e r . For the f i r s t t h r e e months of 1952 the Na t iona l Of f i ce 
d i sbursed $64,383.77» For the same th ree months of t h i s year ״we spen t 
$47 ,341 .82 . The apparen t economy of approximate ly $17,000 i n t h i s 
p a r t of our 1953 o p e r a t i o n as compared w i th a s i m i l a r p a r t of our 1952 
ope ra t ion i s the r e s u l t of the f a c t t h a t i n the e a r l y months of 1952 
we paid o f f the d e f i c i t i ncur red i n 1951 which was r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r , 
I t must a l s o be sa id t h a t f o r the f i r s t t h r e e months of t h i s year we 
have been engaging i n on ly those minimal o p e r a t i o n s wi thou t which our 
work could no t go on. I t w i l l be up t o t h i s Conference t o determine 
whether o r no t to a u t h o r i z e the expanded a c t i v i t i e s which some of us 
deem e s s e n t i a l , d e t a i l s of which w i l l appear i n the d i s c u s s i o n of the 
Budget f o r 1953 on Sunday a f t e r n a o n . 

I t must a l s o be s a i d t h a t the course recommended by t h e meeting 
of the Execut ive Committee and Advisory Board which was he ld i n 
Chicago l a s t December t o the e f f e c t t h a t Mr. Rosenwald i n a p e r s o n a l 
s ta tement t o our l a r g e r c o n t r i b u t o r s urged them t o send us t h e i r 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s e a r l y i n the yea r , has been most s u c c e s s f u l and as a 
r e s u l t , w i th only some $10,000 of ou t s t and ing b i l l s , we now have some 
$48,000 i n the bank. Our small c o n t r i b u t o r s responded most h e a r t e n i n g l y 
t o our r e q u e s t f o r a 20% increase i n t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s , b u t un-
f o r t u n a t e l y , the small number of our l a rge c o n t r i b u t o r s who make up the 
bulk of Council income have no t as y e t fo l lowed a s i m i l a r p a t t e r n , 
I t w i l l be up to t h i s Conference to determine whether an i n c r e a s e f rom 
gross r e c e i p t s of$300,000־ t o $360,000 i s r e a l l y neces sa ry and i f i t 
i s , how t h i s money w i l l be o b t a i n e d . 
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AMERICAN COUNCIL HOB JUDAISM 

Expend i tu r e s f o r I952 
and 

Es t ima ted Needs f o r 1953 

1952 1953 

1. Execu t ive S a l a r i e s (Schedule 1) $52 ,399 .84 $ 4 9 , 1 0 0 . 0 0 

2 . Execu t i ve ,Travel (Schedule I I ) 11 ,064 .47 15 ,000 .00 

3• R e l o c a t i o n Expense ־ P e r s o n n e l 3 , 1 3 1 . 5 4 3,000.00 

4 . S a l a r i e s — R e g i o n a l D i r e c t o r s (Sch . I l l ) 38 ,225-54 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

P ״5 u b l i c R e l a t i o n s (Mahool A d v e r t i s i n g Co. ) 4 , 9 8 0 . 0 0 6, 000 .00 

6. L i t e r a t u r e , M a i l i n g and S t a t i o n e r y 23 ,149 .16 31,500.00 

7• P o s t a g e 7,072.76 9,500.00 

8 . O r g a n i z a t i o n and Meet ing Expenses (Soh. XV) 7 , 1 3 7 . 4 4 1 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

 Speakers Fees (Schedule V) 1,877.60 2,500.00 ״9

10. Expense Allowances (Schedule VI) 999.96 1,700.00 

11. Oppenheimer Pamphlet 347.12 

12. P r e s s C l i pp ings and Radio Repo r t s 863.50 1 ,000 .00 

13• Record ings o f Speeches 42 .88 

14. ACJ S c h o l a r s h i p 823.00 

15• R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n 8־ A c t i v i t i e s (Sch . V I I ) 10 ,555 .95 50,600.00 

16. O f f i c e Expenses (Schedule V I I I ) 14 ,393 .0? 17,000.00 

17. C l e r i c a l S a l a r i e s — N a t i o n a l O f f i c e 2 6 , 6 4 9 . 1 4 2 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

18. P a y r o l l Wi thhold ing Taxes Pa id (Sch. IX) 16 ,414 .81 17,500.00 

19. Repayment o f Loan. - - Leas ing J. Rosenwald 10,000.00 

20. Pu rchase of Equipment 143.02 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

TOTAL י- NATIONAL OFFICE $230 ,270 .80 291,900.00 

R e g i o n a l O p e r a t i n g Disbursements (Sch . X) 6 7 , 4 6 9 . 1 6 6 5 . 2 6 0 . 0 0 

TOTAL $297 ,739 .96 3 5 7 , 1 6 0 . 0 0 



EXPLANATIONS 

SCHEDULE I — EXECUTIVE SALARIES 

$ 1 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

12 ,000 .00 
1 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
8.100.00 

$ 4 9 , 1 0 0 . 0 0 

$18,000.00 
6,000.00 
9 , ^ 9 9 . 9 2 

10 ,999-92 
7 . 9 0 0 . 0 0 

$52 ,399 .84 

Elmer Berger 
J u l i u s Grad 
V i c t o r Rapha l s 
Sigmund H. M i l l e r 
Gera ld Blank 

SCHEDULE I I -  EXECUTIVE TRAVEL ־

A l l a i r l i n e c r e d i t c a r d s a r e i s s u e d t h r o u g h t h e 
N a t i o n a l O f f i c e and a l l such cha rges i n c u r r e d by 
R e g i o n a l a s w e l l a s N a t i o n a l O f f i c e s t a f f a r e 
p a i d "by t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e . 

SCHEDULE I I I -  SALARIES — REGIONAL DIRECTORS ־

$ 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
10 ,000 .00 

1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
8,000.00 

10,000.00 
$ 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 3 , 9 3 7 . 5 0 
8,111.10 
7 , 4 1 9 . 2 6 
2,307.68 
7,450.00 
9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$38,225.54 

(Midwest) 
(Western) 
(Southwest ) 
(Southwes t ) 
( S o u t h e a s t ) 

A l f r e d R u s s e l 
J a c Wasserman 
Emil Rosenberg 
George H a l l o w i t z 
B. Budd Tamler 
Leonard R . Sussman ( E a s t e r n ) 

SCHEDULE IV — ORGANIZATION & MEETING EXPENSES 

This i n c l u d e s c o s t o f a n n u a l Confe rence and 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee M e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE V -  SPEAKERS F5ES י

This i n c l u d e s f e e f o r s p e a k i n g engagements and 
t r a v e l expenses d u r i n g 1952, and f e e s f o r s p e c i a l 
s p e a k e r s a t m e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE YI - - EXPENSE ALLOWANCES 

This i n c l u d e s expense a l l owances f o r Rabbi Berger 
and Gera ld B l a n k . 

SCHEDULE V I I ~-RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES 

Execu t i ve S a l a r i e s 
(Rabbi B a r o n ' s S a l a r y p l u s s a l a r y o f p roposed $ 7 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 $ 1 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e D i r e c t o r — 1953) 

R a b b i n i c a l Pens ion Fund (Rabbi Baron) 4 4 5 . 8 1 600 .00 
Books Purchased 2 , 6 1 0 . 1 4 3 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
Books t o be P u b l i s h e d Fund 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0  י 0
M a t e r i a l s and S u p p l i e s — 2 , 0 0 0 . 0  י— 0
Authors Fees 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
A r t Work 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
C l e r i c a l 3 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 1 0 , 5 5 5 . 9 5 $ 5 0 , 6 0 0 . 0 0 



SCHEDULE VIII— OFFICE EXPENSES 

This i n c l u d e s r e n t and l i g h t , c l e a n i n g c o s t s , 
t e l ephone and t e l e g r a p h , o f f i c e s u p p l i e s , s u b -
s c r i p t i o n s , pho tographs and p h o t o s t a t s , a u d i t -
i n g f e e s , e t c . 

SCHEDULE IX — PAYROLL WITHHOLDING TAXES PAID י 

Wi thho ld ing t a x e s p a i d and c o l l e c t e d appea r on 
t h e r e c e i p t s and d i sbu r semen t s s i d e o f t h e a u d i t e d 
r e p o r t and t h e r e f o r e , a r e i nc luded h e r e . T h i s i s 
a bookkeeping e n t r y i n d i c a t i n g t h e sum o f money 
w i t h h e l d f rom wages and s a l a r y on one hand and 
p a i d t o t h e Government on t h e o t h e r . 

SCHEDULE X — REGIONAL OPERATING DISBURSEMENTS 
1952 1953 

Midwestern $16 ,533 .96 $ 1 7 , 9 3 0 . 0 0 

Western 1 6 , 6 3 1 . 7 1 13 ,000 .00 

Sou thwes te rn 10 ,664 .24 9 , 6 4 5 . 0 0 

S o u t h e a s t e r n 8 , 3 8 2 . 1 3 7 , 1 8 5 . 0 0 

E a s t e r n 15.257.12 
$67 ,469 .16 

17 .500 .00 
$65 ,260 .00 

* * * * 



AMERICAN COUNCIL HOB JUDAISM 

E x p e n d i t u r e s f o r 1952 
and 

E s t i m a t e d Needs f o r 1953 

2222. 2223. 

1. E x e c u t i v e S a l a r i e s (Schedule 1) $52 ,399 .84 $49 ,100 .00 

2 . E x e c u t i v e T r a v e l (Schedule I I ) 11 ,064 .47 15,000.00 

3• R e l o c a t i o n Expense ־ P e r s o n n e l 3 , 1 3 1 . 5 ^ 3,000.00 

4, S a l a r i e s — R e g i o n a l D i r e c t o r s (Sch . I l l ) 3 8 , 2 2 5 . 5 ^ 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

5 . P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s (Mahool A d v e r t i s i n g Co. ) 4 , 9 8 0 . 0 0 6, 000 .00 

6. L i t e r a t u r e , Ma i l i ng and S t a t i o n e r y 2 3 , 1 4 9 . 1 6 31,500.00 

7• P o s t a g e 7 , 0 7 2 . 7 6 9,500.00 

8 . O r g a n i z a t i o n and Meet ing Expenses (Sch . IV) 7 , 1 3 7 . 4 4 1 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

9 . Speakers Fees (Schedule V) 1 ,877 .60 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

10. Expense Allowances (Schedule VI) 999.96 1 , 7 0 0 . 0 0 

11. Oppenheimer Pamphlet 347 .12 

12. P r e s s C l i p p i n g s and Radio R e p o r t s 863.50 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

13. Record ings o f Speeches 42 .88 

14. ACJ S c h o l a r s h i p 823 .00 

15 . R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n & A c t i v i t i e s (Sch . V I I ) 10 ,555 .95 50,600.00 

16. O f f i c e Expenses (Schedule V I I I ) 393.07 17,000.00 

17. C l e r i c a l S a l a r i e s ־ N ־ a t i o n a l O f f i c e 2 6 , 6 4 9 . 1 4 2 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

18. P a y r o l l Wi thhold ing Taxes P a i d (Sch . IX) 1 6 , 4 1 4 . 8 1 17 ,500 .00 

19. Repayment o f Loan ־ L ־ e s s i n g J . Rosenwald 10 ,000 .00 

20. Pu rchase of Equipment 143.02 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

TOTAL — NATIONAL OFFICE $230,270.80 291,900.00 

R e g i o n a l O p e r a t i n g Disbursements (Sch . X) 6 7 , 4 6 9 . 1 6 6 5 , 2 6 0 . 0 0 

TOTAL $297 ,739 .96 3 5 7 , 1 6 0 . 0 0 



EXPLANATIONS 

SCHEDULE I — EXECUTIVE SALARIES 

$ 4 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

12 ,000 .00 
11 ,000 .00 
8 . 1 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 4 9 , 1 0 0 . 0 0 

$18,000.00 
6,000.00 
9 , 4 9 9 . 9 2 

10 ,999 .92 
7 .900 .00 

$52 ,399 .84 

Elmer Berger 
J u l i u s Grad 
V i c t o r Rap ha I s 
Sigmund H. M i l l e r 
Gera ld Blank 

SCHEDULE I I — EXECUTIVE TRAVEL 

A l l a i r l i n e c r e d i t c a r d s a r e i s s u e d th rough t h e 
N a t i o n a l O f f i c e and a l l such cha rges i n c u r r e d by 
R e g i o n a l a s v e i l a s N a t i o n a l O f f i c e s t a f f a r e 
p a i d by t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e . 

SCHEDULE I I I — SALARIES — REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

A l f r e d R u s s e l (Midwest) $ 3 ,937•50 $ 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
J a c Wasserman (Western) 8 , 1 1 1 . 1 0 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
Emil Rosenberg (Sou thwes t ) 7 , 4 1 9 . 2 6 
George H a l l o w i t z (Southwes t ) 2 , 3 0 7 . 6 8 1 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
B . Budd Tamler ( S o u t h e a s t ) 7 , 4 5 0 . 0 0 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
Leonard R . Sussman ( E a s t e r n ) 9 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 1 0 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$38 ,225 .54 $ 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

SCHEDULE IV — ORGANIZATION & MEETING EXPENSES 

Th i s i n c l u d e s c o s t o f a n n u a l Conference and 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee M e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE V - - SPEAKERS FEES 

This i n c l u d e s f e e f o r s p e a k i n g engagements and 
t r a v e l expenses d u r i n g 1952, and f e e s f o r s p e c i a l 
s p e a k e r s a t m e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE VI — EXPENSE ALLOWANCES 

Th i s i n c l u d e s expense a l l o w a n c e s f o r Rabbi Berge r 
and Gera ld B lank . 

SCHEDULE VII —RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES 

Execu t i ve S a l a r i e s 
(Rabbi B a r o n ' s S a l a r y p l u s s a l a r y o f p roposed $7 ,500 .00 $ 1 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e D i r e c t o r — 1953) 

R a b b i n i c a l Pens ion Fund (Rabbi Baron) 4 4 5 . 8 1 600 .00 
Books Purchased 2 , 6 1 0 . 1 4 3,500.00 
Books t o be P u b l i s h e d Fund 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
M a t e r i a l s and S u p p l i e s 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
Authors Fees 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 
A r t Work 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
C l e r i c a l 3 . 0 0 0 . 0  י"" 0

 ״55צ,95$10 $50,600.00



EXPLANATIONS 

$18,000.00 $18,000.00 
6,000.00 
9 , 4 9 9 . 9 2 12 ,000 .00 

10,999*92 11 ,000 .00 
7 , 9 0 0 . 0 0 8 . 1 0 0 . 0 0 

$52 ,399 .84 $ 4 9 , 1 0 0 . 0 0 

SCHEDULE I — EXECUTIVE SALARIES 

Elmer Berger 
J u l i u s Grad 
V i c t o r Rapha ls 
Sigmund H. M i l l e r 
Gera ld Blank 

SCHEDULE I I — EXECUTIVE TRAVEL 

A l l a i r l i n e c r e d i t c a rds a r e i s s u e d t h rough t h e 
N a t i o n a l O f f i c e and a l l such c h a r g e s i n c u r r e d "by 
R e g i o n a l a s w e l l a s N a t i o n a l O f f i c e s t a f f a r e 
p a i d "by t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e . 

SCHEDULE I I I — SALARIES — REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

$ 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
10 ,000 .00 

10 ,000 .00 
8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

10,000.00 
$ 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

$ 3 , 9 3 7 . 5 0 
8 , 1 1 1 . 1 0 
7 , 4 1 9 . 2 6 
2,307.68 
7 , 4 5 0 . 0 0 
9 ,000 .00 

$38 , 225 .54 

(Midwest) 
(Western) 
(Southwes t ) 
(Southwes t ) 
( S o u t h e a s t ) 

A l f r e d R u s s e l 
J a c Wasserman 
Emil Rosenberg 
George H a l l o w i t z 
B. Budd Tamler 
Leonard R . Sussman ( E a s t e r n ) 

SCHEDULE IV - - ORGANIZATION 8c MEETING EXPENSES 

This i n c l u d e s c o s t o f a n n u a l Confe rence and 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee M e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE V ~ SPEAKERS FEES 

This i n c l u d e s f e e f o r s p e a k i n g engagements and 
t r a v e l expenses d u r i n g 1952, and f e e s f o r s p e c i a l 
s p e a k e r s a t m e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE VI — EXPENSE ALLOWANCES 

This i n c l u d e s expense a l l owances f o r Rabbi Berger 
and. Gera ld B l a n k . 

SCHEDULE VII —RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES 

Execu t i ve S a l a r i e s 
(Rabbi B a r o n ' s S a l a r y p l u s s a l a r y o f proposed $ 7 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 $ 1 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e D i r e c t o r — 1953) 

R a b b i n i c a l Pens ion Fund (Rabbi Baron) 4 4 5 . 8 1 600 .00 
Books Purchased 2 , 6 1 0 . 1 4 3 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
Books t o be P u b l i s h e d Fund 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
M a t e r i a l s and S u p p l i e s 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
Authors Fees 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
A r t Work 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
C l e r i c a l 3 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$10,555.95 $50,600.00 



SCHEDULE VIII— OFFICE EXPENSES 

This inc ludes rent and l i g h t , c l e a n i n g c o s t s , 
te lephone and te l egraph , o f f i c e s u p p l i e s , sub-
s c r i p t i o n s , photographs and p h o t o s t a t s , a u d i t -
ing f e e s , e t c . 

SCHEDULE IX — PAYROLL WITHHOLDING TAXES PAID 

Withholding taxes paid and c o l l e c t e d appear on 
the r e c e i p t s and disbursements s i d e o f the audi ted 
report and t h e r e f o r e , are included h e r e . This i s 
a bookkeeping entry i n d i c a t i n g the sum o f money 
withheld from wages and s a l a r y on one hand and 
paid to the Government on the o t h e r . 

SCHEDULE X — REGIONAL OPERATING DISBURSEMENTS 
1952 1953 

Midwestern $16 ,533-96 $ 1 7 , 9 3 0 . 0 0 

Western 1 6 , 6 3 1 . 7 1 13 ,000 .00 

Southwestern 10 ,664 .24 9 , 6 4 5 . 0 0 

Southeastern 8 , 3 8 2 . 1 3 7 , 1 8 5 . 0 0 

Eastern 1*5.257• 12 
$67 ,469 .16 

17 .500 .00 
$ 6 5 , 2 6 0 . 0 0 

* * * * 



AMERICAN COUNCIL HOB JUDAISM 

E x p e n d i t u r e s f o r 1952 
and 

E s t i m a t e d Needs f o r 1953 

1952 1953 

1. E x e c u t i v e S a l a r i e s (Schedule I ) $52 ,399 .84 $49 ,100 .00 

2 . E x e c u t i v e T r a v e l (Schedule I I ) 11 ,064 .47 15,000.00 

3• R e l o c a t i o n Expense ־ P e r s o n n e l 3 , 1 3 1 . 5 ^ 3,000.00 

S a l a r i e s — R e g i o n a l D i r e c t o r s (Sch . I l l ) 3 8 , 2 2 5 . 5 4 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

5 . P u b l i c R e l a t i o n s (Mahool A d v e r t i s i n g Co. ) 4 , 9 8 0 . 0 0 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

6. L i t e r a t u r e , Miailing and S t a t i o n e r y 23 ,149 .16 31,500.00 

7• P o s t a g e 7 , 0 7 2 . 7 6 9,500.00 

8. O r g a n i z a t i o n and Meet ing Expenses (Sch . TV) 7 , 1 3 7 . 4 4 12 ,000 .00 

9• Speakers Fees (Schedule V) 1,877.60 2 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

10. Expense Allowances (Schedule VI) 999 .96 1 ,700 .00 

11. Oppenheimer Pamphlet 347 .12 

12. P r e s s C l i p p i n g s and Radio R e p o r t s 863.50 1 ,000 .00 

13• Record ings o f Speeches 42 .88 

14, ACJ S c h o l a r s h i p 823.OO 

15. R e l i g i o u s Educa t i on & A c t i v i t i e s (Sch . V I I ) 10 ,555 .95 5 0 , 6 0 0 . 0 0 

16. O f f i c e Expenses (Schedule V I I I ) 14 ,393 .07 17,000.00 

17• C l e r i c a l S a l a r i e s - - N a t i o n a l O f f i c e 2 6 , 6 4 9 . 1 4 2 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

18. P a y r o l l Wi thhold ing Taxes P a i d (Sch. IX) 1 6 , 4 1 4 . 8 1 17 ,500 .00 

19. Repayment o f Loan ־ L י e s s i n g J . Rosenwald 10 ,000 .00 

20 . Pu rchase o f Equipment 143.02 1 ,000 .00 

TOTAL — NATIONAL OFFICE $230,270.80 291,900.00 

R e g i o n a l O p e r a t i n g Disbursements (Sch . X) 6 7 . 4 6 9 . 1 6 6 5 , 2 6 0 . 0 0 

TOTAL $297 ,739 .96 357 ,160 .00 



EXPLANATIONS 

SCHEDULE I — EXECUTIVE SALARIES 

$53 ,000 .00 

12 ,000 .00 
11 ,000 .00 
8.100.00 

$ 4 9 , 1 0 0 . 0 0 

$18,000.00 
6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
9 , 4 9 9 . 9 2 

10 ,999 .92 
7 . 9 0 0 . 0 0 

$52 ,399 .84 

Elmer Berger 
J u l i u s Grad 
V i c t o r Rapha l s 
Sigraund H. M i l l e r 
Gera ld Blank 

SCHEDULE I I - - EXECUTIVE TRAVEL 

A l l a i r l i n e c r e d i t c a r d s a r e i s s u e d th rough t h e 
N a t i o n a l O f f i c e and a l l such cha rges i n c u r r e d ־by 
R e g i o n a l a s v e i l a s N a t i o n a l O f f i c e s t a f f a r e 
p a i d by t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e . 

SCHEDULE I I I - - SALARIES — REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

A l f r e d R u s s e l (Midves t ) $ 3 , 9 3 7 . 5 0 $ 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
J a c Wasserman (Western) 8 , 1 1 1 . 1 0 10 ,000 .00 
Emil Rosenberg (Southwest ) 7 , 4 1 9 . 2 6 -
George H a l l o w i t z (Southwes t ) 2 , 3 0 7 . 6 8 10 ,000 .00 
B. Budd Tamler ( S o u t h e a s t ) 7 , 4 5 0 . 0 0 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
Leonard R . Sussman ( E a s t e r n ) 9 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 10 ,000 .00 

$38 ,225 .54 $ 4 6 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 

SCHEDULE IV — ORGANIZATION & MEETING EXPENSES 

Th i s i n c l u d e s c o s t o f a n n u a l Conference and 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee M e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE V י - SPEAKERS FEES 

Th i s i n c l u d e s f e e f o r s p e a k i n g engagements and 
t r a v e l expenses d u r i n g 1952, and f e e s f o r s p e c i a l 
s p e a k e r s a t m e e t i n g s . 

SCHEDULE VI - - EXPENSE ALLOWANCES 

Th i s i n c l u d e s expense a l l owances f o r Rabbi Berge r 
and Gera ld B lank . 

SCHEDULE VII —RELIGIOUS EDUCATION & ACTIVITIES 

Execu t i ve S a l a r i e s 
(Rabbi B a r o n ' s S a l a r y p l u s s a l a r y of p roposed $7 ,500 .00 $ 1 8 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e D i r e c t o r — 1953) 

R a b b i n i c a l Pens ion Fund (Rabbi Baron) 4 4 5 . 8 1 600 .00 
Books Purchased 2 , 6 1 0 . 1 4 3 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 
Books t o be P u b l i s h e d Fund 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
M a t e r i a l s and S u p p l i e s 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
Authors Fees 2 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
A r t Work 1 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
C l e r i c a l 3 . 0 0 0 . 0 0 

$10 ,555 .95 $ 5 0 , 6 0 0 . 0 0 



SCHEDULE VIII— OFFICE EXPENSES 

This i n c l u d e s r e n t and l i g h t , c l e a n i n g c o s t s , 
t e l ephone and t e l e g r a p h , o f f i c e s u p p l i e s , s u b -
s c r i p t i o n s , pho tographs and p h o t o s t a t s , a u d i t -
i n g f e e s , e t c . 

SCHEDULE IX — PA־¥ROLL WITHHOIDING TAXES PAID 

Wi thho ld ing t a x e s p a i d and c o l l e c t e d appear on 
t h e r e c e i p t s and d i sbu r semen t s s i d e o f t h e a u d i t e d 
r e p o r t and t h e r e f o r e , a r e i n c l u d e d h e r e . Th i s i s 
a bookkeeping e n t r y i n d i c a t i n g t h e sum o f money 
w i t h h e l d f rom wages and s a l a r y on one hand and 
p a i d t o t h e Government on t h e o t h e r . 

SCHEDULE X — REGIONAL OPERATING DISBURSEMENTS 2m 1953 

Midwestern $16,533.96 $ 1 7 , 9 3 0 . 0 0 

Western 16,631.71 1 3 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 

Sou thwes t e rn 10 ,664 .24 9 , 6 4 5 . 0 0 

S o u t h e a s t e r n 8,382.13 7 , 1 8 5 . 0 0 

E a s t e r n 15 .257 .12 
$67 ,469 .16 

1 7 . 5 0 0 . 0 0 
$ 6 5 , 2 6 0 . 0 0 

* * * * 



REPORT OK PUBLICATIONS 

by 

Robert S . Nyburg 

American Council f o r Judaism 
Tenth Anniversary Conference 
San F r a n c i s c o , May 8 , 1953 

This i s going t o be an audience p a r t i c i p a t i o n r e p o r t . I am 
going t o do t h e f i r s t p a r t - - you t h e second, and I f e a r , more 
i n t e r e s t i n g p a r t . 

My p a r t should p r o p e r l y s t a r t w i th two Ideas which a r e p rob-
a b l y somewhat shopworn b u t a r e n e v e r t h e l e s s impor tan t i n the con-
s i d e r a t i o n of p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

The f i r s t such idea i s t h a t t h e Counci l e x i s t s l a r g e l y f o r 
the purpose of exp re s s ing i t s e l f so t h a t t h e op in ions of i t s members 
w i l l be known and so t h a t o t h e r people may be won over t o i t s p o i n t s 
of view. And t h i s i s t he reason t h a t our p u b l i c exp re s s ions a r e s o 
v i t a l l y impor tan t . 

The second idea i s t h a t t h e r e a r e only t h r e e major roads of 
communication f o r t he se i d e a s . They a r e : (1) v e r b a l e x p r e s s i o n 
through speake r s ; (2) t h e p r e s s , both the g e n e r a l and Anglo-Jewish ; 
(3) our own l i t e r a t u r e . 

I t i s a p o r t i o n of t h i s t h i r d ca t ego ry t h a t we c a l l p u b l i c -
a t i o n s . S p e c i f i c a l l y , t h i s means p r i n t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s and does n o t 
r e f e r t o any of the m a t e r i a l which has been pub l i shed a s r e l i g i o u s 
schoo l a i d s o r t h e l a r g e number of mimeographs which have been p u t 
out bo th in New York and i n t h e Regiona l O f f i c e s . 

Sometimes i t i s f u n t o p l a y w i th box ca r numbers and s i n c e 
t h i s i s an Anniversary Conference i t might be of i n t e r e s t t o t e l l 
you t h a t i n the f o u r yea r s d u r i n g which I have had something t o 
do wi th Council l i t e r a t u r e andy consequen t ly , have knowledge and 
r e c o r d s , t he Council has pub l i shed 123 p i e c e s r ang ing a l l t h e way 
from q u i t e ambi t ious books of t h e type of the two " B l u e p r i n t " 
p u b l i c a t i o n s t o one-page f l y e r s . The t o t a l number of copies of 
t h e s e p u b l i c a t i o n s has reached t h e impress ive f i g u r e of 1 ,916 ,000 
and they have been pub l i shed a t an average c o s t of about pe r 
p i e c e . 

Les t we should be too smug about t h e s e l a r g e numbers, I shou ld 
h a s t e n t o add t h a t i n t h e same pe r iod of t ime the Z i o n i s t Organ!z-
a t i o n of America, accord ing t o t h e i r own f i g u r e s , have p u t ou t 
approximate ly 56,800,000 p i e c e s of l i t e r a t u r e , o r j u s t about 30 t imes 
a s much as we have and of course t h i s i s j u s t one Z i o n i s t Organiz־ 
a t i o n of many. 
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Our p u b l i c a t i o n f i g u r e s f o r t h e p a s t twe lve months a r e ve ry 
s i m i l a r t o t h o s e of t h e two p r e v i o u s twe lve months . The t o t a l 
number of p i e c e s p u b l i s h e d was 454,000; t h e r e were 30 p u b l i c a t i o n s 
t h e t o t a l c o s t of which ״was abou t $20 ,200 , The ave rage c o s t p e r 
p i e c e be ing 4 . 4 ^ , t h i s c o s t i s up .02 o f a c e n t over l a s t y e a r 
and i s down abou t f rom t h e p e r i o d end ing w i t h I95I C o n f e r e n c e . 

I b e l i e v e i t can be f a i r l y s a i d t h a t we have made some s t r i d e s 
toward a c h i e v i n g t h e t h i n g s abou t our p u b l i c a t i o n s which were c a l l e d 
f o r b o t h l a s t y e a r i n Washington and t h e p r e v i o u s yea r i n Ch icago . 
The emphasis a t b o t h of t h e s e Conferences was f o r s i m p l e r p u b l i c -
a t i o n s and f o r g r e a t e r b r e v i t y , bo th i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n s and i n 
Counc i l News. 

As t o s i m p l i c i t y , I t h i n k we can s a y t h a t we have made s u b -
s t a n t i a l s t r i d e s . Of t h e 18 c u r r e n t p u b l i c a t i o n s , o t h e r t h a n Counc i l 
News, on ly 4 could be c o n s i d e r e d a s b e i n g a t a l l i n v o l v e d o r r e q u i r i n g 
a h i g h degree of a p p l i c a t i o n t o u n d e r s t a n d , and even t h e s e 4 were a s 
s h o r t and s imple a s t h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r p e r m i t t e d . The o t h e r s a r e 
pr imer type p u b l i c a t i o n s which come a s c l o s e a s we have been a b l e t o 
come so f a r t o t h e i d e a l of g e t t i n g our message on t h e head of a p i n . 

I n one of ou r most r e c e n t p u b l i c a t i o n s ־ " F i f t e e n Q u e s t i o n s And 
Answers About The Counc i l " - I t h i n k we have t u r n e d o u t a p i e c e o f 
l i t e r a t u r e which s imp ly , c l e a r l y , c l e a n l y and e f f e c t i v e l y s e t a up 
our p o s i t i o n i n j u x t a p o s i t i o n t o t h a t o f t h e s t a n d a r d c r i t i c i s m s 
which a r e made of Counci l and Counci l p o l i c y . I t h i n k i t an e f f e c t i v e 
answer t o t h e emot iona l t ype of a t t a c k which i s so f r e q u e n t l y made on 
u s . 

We have a l s o made p r o g r e s s i n a c h i e v i n g g r e a t e r b r e v i t y i n 
Counci l News. The ave rage Counc i l News s t o r y i n t h e p a s t twe lve 
months was s l i g h t l y l e s s t h a n two pages s h o r t e r t h a n t h e a v e r a g e 
Counc i l News s t o r y i n t h e p r e v i o u s twe lve months . I n a d d i t i o n t o 
t h a t , t h i s yea r we have s t a r t e d c a r r y i n g f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e s t o r i e s 
t h a t a r e l e s s t h a n page l e n g t h . A l s o , f o r i n t e r e s t i n g b r e v i t y , 
eve ry Counc i l News now c o n t a i n s t h e two-page c a p s u l i z a t i o n o f 
impor t an t e v e n t s . I would a l s o ven tu re t o s a y , a l t h o u g h o f c o u r s e 
t h i s i s s t r i c t l y p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n , t h a t t h e c o n t e n t of C o u n c i l News 
t h i s yea r has been more v a r i e d and more i n t e r e s t i n g and r e a d a b l e . 
You w i l l have an o p p o r t u n i t y t o d i s a g r e e w i t h me i n a ve ry few 
m i n u t e s . I t might i n t e r e s t you t o know t h a t we have had t h e s i n c e r e s t 
warm f l a t t e r y r e Counc i l News. The ex-UPA, now UIA, has combined 
two of i t s former p u b l i c a t i o n s i n t o a magazine somewhat s i m i l a r 
i n s i z e t o Counc i l News, t h e f i r s t i s s u e of which came o u t l a s t 
month, e n t i t l e d " f o t o f a c t s . " 

We have a l s o i n t h e p a s t yea r evolved a more s a t i s f a c t o r y 
method of bo th d i s t r i b u t i n g our l i t e r a t u r e and p r e - d e t e r m i n i n g 
t h e number of cop ie s which should be p r i n t e d . T h i s has been p o s s -
i b l e because we have had t h e a l e r t and a c t i v e c o o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 
Reg iona l O f f i c e s . What we do i s t o send o u t a preview e i t h e r i n 
t h e form of a p roof o r an advance dummy of each p u b l i c a t i o n b e f o r e 
i t i s p r i n t e d and we g e t back an e x p r e s s i o n from t h e R e g i o n a l 
D i r e c t o r s a s t o how e f f e c t i v e t h e y f e e l t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p i e c e 
w i l l be i n t h e i r a r e a and how many c o p i e s t h e y t h i n k t h e y can u s e . 
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The r e s u l t i s t h a t many more copies of־ our p u b l i c a t i o n s a r e now 
a c t u a l l y pu t i n t o t h e hands of people who a r e s u s c e p t i b l e t o 
them and t h a t we do n o t have an accumula t ion of unused c o p i e s . 

And now I come t o your p a r t of t h i s r e p o r t . 

Many major changes and a g r e a t d e a l of t h e s t i m u l a t i o n f o r 
p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t we have pu t out i n t h e p a s t has been t h e r e s u l t 
of sugges t ions and d i s c u s s i o n s a t t h e Conferences . We depend very 
h e a v i l y upon you, the most i n t e r e s t e d and a c t i v e members of t h e 
Counci l , when you come t o t h e s e meet ings t o t e l l us where you 
t h i n k we have succeeded, where you t h i n k we have f a i l e d and what 
we can do about i t — you b e t t e r t h a n anyone know what l i t e r a t u r e 
has been most e f f e c t i v e wi th t h e people i n your l o c a l i t i e s , you 
know b e t t e r t h a n anyone what t hey need t o be t o l d ; what w i l l 
i n f l u e n c e them. 

So we have made i t very easy f o r you t o h e l p u s . 

There a r e i n the room, and you each should have one, q u e s t i o n -
n a i r e s which w i l l be of r e a l a s s i s t a n c e t o us i f you v i l i spend a 
few minutes f i l l i n g them ou t t h o u g h t f u l l y . 

\ 

They w i l l be c o l l e c t e d a f t e r t h i s meet ing and we w i l l t r y t o 
compile t h e answers and ge t you a s o r t of g e n e r a l rundown b e f o r e 
you leave the Conference . 

And i n the year t o come we w i l l g i v e , a s we always have, 
g r e a t weight t o your o p i n i o n s . 

E s s e n t i a l l y i t i s your b e l i e f s and ideas we seek t o i n t e r p r e t 
and express — because i t i s t h e people in t h i s room and t h e t hou -
sands you r e p r e s e n t who a r e t h e Counc i l . 

* * * * 
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I . I n t r o d u c t i o n 

This n a t i o n a l s t a n d i n g committee came i n t o e x i s t e n c e i n 1949 ־when, i n s p i r e d ־by 
t h e l a t e Rabbi David P h l l i p s o n of b l e s s e d memory, our Annual Conference d e c l a r e d — 
i n words i i l l so t ime ly today : 

"We b e l i e v e t h a t express ions of Orthodox, Conserva t ive , and Reform 
Judaism f r e e of 1 Jewish ' n a t i o n a l i s m and s t r e s s i n g t h e u n i v e r s a l 
t r a d i t i o n s in our f a i t h a r e e s s e n t i a l t o t h e s u r v i v a l of Juda i sm i n 
America and t o complete ly i n t e g r a t e d l i v e s f o r our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s 
h e r e . To t h e f u l l e s t e x t e n t of r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e f o r t h a t pu rpose , 
we p ledge t h e American Counci l f o r Judaism t o a s s i s t i n t h e r e v i t a l -
i z a t i o n of such u n i v e r s a l exp re s s ions of Juda i sm. We r e s o l v e t h a t 
a committee of laymen and r a b b i s be appoin ted by our n a t i o n a l exec-
u t i v e committee t o exp lore ways and means whereby t h i s concern f o r 
our f a i t h may be implemented and s u s t a i n e d as a p a r t of t h e c o n t i n -
u ing vork of t h e American Counci l f o r Juda i sm." 

Since November 1, 1951 we have had a f u l l - t i m e D i r e c t o r of R e l i g i o u s and 
Synagogue A c t i v i t i e s . The year 1952 saw remarkable p rog re s s i n t h e C o u n c i l ' s e r e -
a t i v e work of Re l ig ious School t ex tbook a n a l y s i s , cu r r i cu lum c o n s t r u c t i o n , w r i t i n g 
and sponsor ing of new t ex tbooks , and opening Schools f o r Judaism. R a b b i n i c a l and 
l a y response and r e c e p t i v i t y t o t h e s e Counci l achievements , on t h e p a r t of non-
members even more than members, has been more t h a n g r a t i f y i n g ; i t s e x t e n t was 
h a r d l y dreamed of a year o r two ago . And 1953 "bids f a i r t o m u l t i p l y t h e s e phenom-
e n a l s u c c e s s e s , let me be s p e c i f i c . 

I I . Textbook Analyses 

Between two and t h r e e years ago, t h e Counci l f i r s t under took t h e a n a l y s i s of 
e x i s t i n g Re l ig iousSchoo l tex tbooks i n response t o a growing demand f o r h e l p , a d v i c e , 
and in fo rmat ion from i n t e r e s t e d and aroused p a r e n t s and o t h e r Temple members be long-
ing t o t h e Counci l . Since t h e n , non-Counci l members — both l a y and R a b b i n i c a l — 
have, i n ever i n c r e a s i n g numbers, shown an i n t e r e s t i n t h e s e a n a l y s e s a s w e l l a s i n 
our c r e a t i v e work of sponsor ing and a c t u a l l y a u t h o r i n g s u i t a b l e new t e a c h i n g 
m a t e r i a l . 

A c o l l e c t e d volume of Re l ig ious School Textbook Analyses was p r epa red f o r t h o s e 
a t t e n d i n g our annua l conference i n Washington i n A p r i l , 1952. A second r e v i s e d and 
en la rged e d i t i o n , i nc lud ing an appendix of a d d i t i o n a l a n a l y s e s , was p r epa red immedi-
a t e l y a f t e r t h e conference f o r more wide-spread d i s t r i b u t i o n . Hundreds of cop ies 
have been d i s t r i b u t e d t o Rabbis and laymen• 
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The l a t e s t 1952 e d i t i o n » f Textbook Analyses i s a mimeographed volume o f 184 
pages . I t reviews in documented d e t a i l or otherwise c l a s s i f i e s by grade and 
eva luates by American Council f o r Judaism standards 113 R e l i g i o u s School t e x t s , 
pup i l s״ workbooks, and t e a c h e r s ' manuals. Our c r i t e r i a are f u l l y s e t f o r t h i n 
an e x t e n s i v e Introduct ion . They are: the presence o f aba3nce, in vary ing degrees , 
cf i n d o c t r i n a t i o n or s l a n t i n g towards Zionism, I s r a e l ism, "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m , 
racism, secular i sm, or s e l f - s e g r e g a t i o n - - as opposed t o a u n i v e r s a l , s p i r i t u a l , 
and e t h i c a l Judaism f o r Americans. A breakdown y i e l d s the f o l l o w i n g t a b u l a t i o n 
o f our f i n d i n g s : 

(Acceptable (A 10 
Acceptable with Reservat ions (A•׳) . . . . . . . .15 
........... (Doubtful (D 2 .... 

. . . (Unacceptable (u 54 . 

T o t a l Items Analyzed i n Written fteviews 8 1 . 
Examined and Approved (A or A - ) Without Written Reviews . . . . . . 32 

. . . . Tota l Number o f Items Reviewed or Otherwise L i s t e d H 3 

A newly enlarged 1953 e d i t i o n o f Textbook Analyses i s now i n preparat ion . I t 
w i l l review a great many more r e l i g i o u s educat ion t e x t s , inc lud ing a number ־by 
Jewish publ i shers other than the U.A.H.C. and a l s o by non-Jewish p u b l i s h e r s . I 
s h a l l have more t o say about t h i s l a t e r i n t h i s r e p o r t . 

I l l . Curriculum Construction and Research 

Our research i n Textbook Analyses was begun and has continued as a d i r e c t 
response t o the expressed demands and deeply f e l t needs o f parents concerned wi th 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s r e l i g i o u s educat ion . Every subsequent s t e p and deve lop ing a s p e c t 
of the Counci l ' s r e l i g i o u s program has been undertaken on the b a s i s o f the same 
expressed needs and with the encouragement o f a growing number o f i n t e r e s t e d Rabbis . 
This a p p l i e s t o 'the Counci l ' s c r i t i q u e s and recommendations o f R e l i g i o u s Schoo l 
c u r r i c u l a as w e l l . 

(a) In ter im Recommended Curriculum 

A f t e r r e j e c t i n g so many more textbooks than we could commend, we became aware 
o f a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o o u t l i n e the kind o f curriculum we could approve. E a r l y 
l a s t summer, t h e r e f o r e , the Council i s sued a 13-page s e q u e l to t h e Textbook 
Analyses volume, an Interim. Recommended R e l i g i o u s School Curriculum. 

These in ter im recommendations d id no t purport t o be the l a s t word i n model 
c u r r i c u l a . They were candidly presented as no more than a sys temat i c l i s t i n g , 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n by s c h o o l grade (not n e c e s s a r i l y agree ing with the p u b l i s h e r s ' 
recommendations), and e v a l u a t i o n by Council standards o f those t e a c h i n g mater-
i a l s which up to the end o f l a s t spr ing our s t a f f had been ab le t o read and 
thoroughly examine and t o f i n d more or l e s s s a t i s f a c t o r y from our p o i n t o f 
view. Accordingly, the s e l e c t i o n s a t t h i s s t a g e were based l a r g e l y upon the 
A and A- items i n our Textbook Analyses . They included a l s o the books and 
experimental t e x t s prepared or sponsored up t o t h a t time by the Counci l , a s 
w e l l as the f i r s t of a great many e x c e l l e n t textbooks our R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r 
had begun t o study fron non-Jewish s o u r c e s . 
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Th i s avowedly t e n t a t i v e and incomple te c u r r i c u l u m was o u t of "balance and 
l a c k i n g i n c e r t a i n t y p e s of s u b j e c t - m a t t e r , n o t a b l y J e w i s h h i s t o r y , h o l i d a y s , 
and ce r emon ie s . The r e a s o n was s imply t h a t , a l t h o u g h ou r p r o f e s s i o n a l s t a f f 
had ana lyzed a good many t ex tbooks on t h e s e s u b j e c t s , n e a r l y a l l o f them had 
r e g r e t t a b l y been found u n a c c e p t a b l e . There was n e x t t o n o t h i n g J e w i s h a v a i l -
a b l e f o r c h i l d r e n below Conf i rma t ion age on r e l i g i o n i t s e l f o r abou t our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o God and man. The r e a s o n s f o r t h i s l a c k a r e b e s t known t o 
p r o f e s s i o n a l J ewi sh e d u c a t o r s b o t h i n s i d e and o u t s i d e of t h e Union o f American 
Hebrew Congrega t ions . 

C h r i s t i a n church b o d i e s and commercial p u b l i s h i n g h o u s e s , on t h e c o n t r a r y , havfe 
n o t been a f r a i d t o make t h i s approach t o God and p r a y e r and p e r s o n a l r e l i g i o n 
w i t h c h i l d r e n of t h e t e n d e r e s t a g e . There i s an abundance of i n s p i r i n g and 
a p p e a l i n g m a t e r i a l , u n i v e r s a l l y s p i r i t u a l and e t h i c a l i n c h a r a c t e r a s w e l l a s 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y sound, which can be p u t t o u s e e i t h e r i n i t s e n t i r e t y o r by 
e d i t i n g o u t o c c a s i o n a l s e c t a r i a n pa s sages u n s u i t a b l e f o r J e w i s h r e l i g i o u s 
s c h o o l s . Reviews and l i s t i n g s of a l a r g e number of t h e s e p u b l i c a t i o n s , i n c l u d -
i n g books on t h e Old Testament f a r b e t t e r t h a n a n y t h i n g f rom J e w i s h p u b l i s h e r s , 
a r e b e i n g added t o t h e fo r thcoming new e d i t i o n o f Textbook A n a l y s e s . 

(b) P r o v i s i o n a l Working Curr icu lum 

The n e x t l o g i c a l s t e p c a l l e d f o r by i n t e r e s t e d p a r e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , 
a s w e l l a s by Rabbis and o t h e r s engaged i n r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n , was an a c t u a l 
working c u r r i c u l u m f o r use i n i n d i v i d u a l home i n s t r u c t i o n , improv i sed c l a s s 
g roups , and e s t a b l i s h e d R e l i g i o u s S c h o o l s . With t h e opening up of t h e C o u n c i l ^ 
own Schools f o r Juda i sm l a s t Oc tober , we had a f u r t h e r i n c e n t i v e t o f i l l t h a t 
need w i t h o u t f u r t h e r d e l a y . L a s t f a l l t h e Counc i l completed a d e t a i l e d and 
improved 1952-1953 P r o v i s i o n a l Working Cur r i cu lum. This gave u s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
t o r e - d e f i n e t h e g e n e r a l o b j e c t i v e s of our Schoo l s f o r J u d a i s m and t o s t a t e o u r 
s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s f o r each c l a s s f rom K i n d e r g a r t e n t h r o u g h t h e t e n t h g rade 
and C o n f i r m a t i o n . You w i l l be i n t e r e s t e d , I b e l i e v e , i n some s i g n i f i c a n t 
e x e r p t s f rom t h e s t a t e m e n t o f g e n e r a l o b j e c t i v e s o f t h i s c u r r i c u l u m o f ou r 
Schools f o r Juda i sm: 

The e n t i r e concep t i on and m o t i v a t i o n of t h e s e s c h o o l s i s t h a t o f 
t e a c h i n g t h e u n i v e r s a l va lues of Juda i sm — t h e i r o r i g i n s , t h e i r 
e v o l u t i o n , and t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n t o contemporary American s o c i e t y . 

Because r e q u e s t s f o r h e l p i n improving r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n came 
p r i m a r i l y f rom t h o s e of our members who a r e Reform Jews , t h i s 
c u r r i c u l u m i s o r i e n t e d e x c l u s i v e l y i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . I f and 
when s i m i l a r r e q u e s t s come f rom Conse rva t ive o r Or thodox g roups , 
we s h a l l be g l ad t o t r y t o comply. 

Our approach t h e r e f o r e i s a d m i t t e d l y p a r t i s a n , s i n c e we r e c o g -
n i z e t h e e x i s t e n c e of o t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f J u d a i s m . We 
s h a l l a t t e m p t t o i n f o r m our c h i l d r e n of t h e s e o t h e r i n t e r p r e t -
a t i o n s ; b u t t h e o r i e n t a t i o n of ou r s c h o o l s w i l l be t o i n s t i l i n 
t h e c h i l d r e n an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f Reform Juda i sm which w i l l l e a d , 
we hope, t o a f i r m c o n v i c t i o n i n , and p r e f e r e n c e f o r , Reform 
Juda i sm a s t h a t which i s most consonant and harmonious w i t h 
American l i f e . 
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« . .We s h a l l t e a c h Reform Juda i sm, n o t i n a vacuum o m i t t i n g an 
o b j e c t i v e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f o t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , o r o b l i v i o u s 
of t h e env i ronmen ta l f a c t o r s o u t s i d e of Juda i sm w i t h i n whose 
m i l i e u i t deve loped , b u t f r e e f rom t h e propaganda o f p o l i t i c s , 
n a t i o n a l i s m , chauvin ism, r a c i s m , s t a t i s m , s e c u l a r i s m , s e p a r a t i s m , 
and s e l f - s e g r e g a t i o n . Our Schools f o r Juda i sm r e j e c t t h e a l l too 
many t e x t b o o k s , commonly used i n Temples i n t h i s c o u n t r y , which 
i n d o c t r i n a t e p u p i l s w i t h such e x t r a n e o u s i d e o l o g i e s f rom p r e -
s c h o o l th rough t h e a d u l t s t a g e s o f " Jewish" e d u c a t i o n . Where 
some e x i s t i n g t e x t b o o k s , upon c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s , may be more o r 
l e s s a c c e p t a b l e w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n s u n t i l something b e t t e r becomes 
a v a i l a b l e t o d e a l w i th t h e d e s i r e d s u b j e c t , we p l a c e them i n t h e 
hands of t h e t e a c h e r — n o t t h e c h i l d - - f o r s e l e c t i v e p r e s e n t -
a t i o n i n accordance w i t h ou r documented Textbook •Analyses volume 
and f u r t h e r s p e c i f i c p e r s o n a l b r i e f i n g . . . 

We hope t o make t h e c h i l d ' s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h Juda i sm p l e a s a n t 
and t o keep i t on t h e l e v e l o f a s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e . We a r e 
conce rned , i n t h e s e s c h o o l s , w i t h J u d a i s m as a l i v i n g , e n l i g h t -
ened e x p e r i e n c e . While we b e l i e v e t h a t knowledge and u n d e r s t a n d -
i n g a r e impor t an t i n a p p r e c i a t i o n o f am e n l i g h t e n e d f a i t h , i t i s 
n o t t h e purpose o f t h e s e s choo l s t o t u r n o u t a c a d e m i c i a n s . To 
make t h e p o i n t a n o t h e r way, our o b j e c t i v e i s t o p r e s e n t J u d a i s m 
a s a l i v i n g and s t i l l e v o l v i n g f a i t h which, i f p r o p e r l y u n d e r -
s t o o d , can o f f e r s p i r i t u a l s t r e n g t h i n a s p i r i t u a l l y r o o t l e s s 
a g e . , , 

Wherever and t o whatever e x t e n t p o s s i b l e , we s h a l l employ t h e 
s c i e n t i f i c - h i s t o r i c a l approach t o t h e s o u r c e s o f ou r knowledge 
a b o u t J u d a i s m . We B h a l l t r y t o avo id t e a c h i n g c h i l d r e n t h i n g s 
which, i n t h e i r p u b l i c s c h o o l l i v e s , t h e y may be compel led t o 
" u n l e a r n . " Such p r o c e d u r e s can l ead o n l y t o a l a c k o f r e s p e c t 
f o r t h e i r f a i t h . We s h a l l n o t be a f r a i d t o t e l l them t h a t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g s of Juda i sm were humble and f a l t e r i n g ; a s a l l men so 
many thousands of y e a r s ago s tumbled and s t r u g g l e d toward t h e 
good, t h e b e a u t i f u l , and t h e t r u e . We hope t o h e l p t h e s e c h i l d -
r e n f i n d t h e e x c i t i n g drama i n t h e r e f o l d i n g h i s t o r y of J u d a i s m , 
so t h a t t h e y may see themse lves a s a p a r t of an u n f i n i s h e d q u e s t 
f o r s p i r i t u a l s t a b i l i t y . We a r e more concerned w i t h t h e moving 
s t o r y of J u d a i s m ' s e v o l u t i o n t h a n we a r e w i t h t h e o l o g y a s s u c h . 

Where we t e l l ou r c h i l d r e n of t h e h i s t o r y o f our f a i t h and o f 
t h e peop le who h e l p e d c r e a t e t h a t f a i t h i n t i m e s gone b y , we 
s h a l l t r e a t t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e s e Jews and t h e i r J u d a i s m i n a 
p r o p e r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o world h i s t o r y . We s h a l l n o t , f o r example, 
f o l l o w t h e d r e a r y p a t t e r n of most contemporary h i s t o r y t e x t b o o k s 
used i n most s c h o o l s , which i n t h e med ieva l p e r i o d g ive t h e 
impre s s ion t h a t on ly Jews were m i s e r a b l e , h u n t e d , and p e r s e c u t e d . 
Without min imiz ing t h e t r a g e d i e s which Jews have endured , we 
s h a l l make i t c l e a r t h a t t h e i r f a t e has been i n e x t r i c a b l y l i n k e d 
t o t h e world i n which t h e y l i v e d and t h a t , a l t h o u g h many Jews 
have been m a r t y r e d , Jews have n o t gone t h rough h i s t o r y w i t h t h e 
mark of martyrdom and s u f f e r i n g , a s a hun ted and wander ing 
" p e o p l e " , e x c e p t a s t h e r e were b a s i c f o r c e s i n t h e w o r l d , a t 
any g i v e n t i m e , t h a t made f o r b a s i c i n s e c u r i t i e s f o r a l l men. 
Only i n t h i s way can o u r c h i l d r e n be t a u g h t t o f a c e and u n d e r -
s t a n d problems which may c o n f r o n t them a s J e w s . 
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We "believe i n an American J u d a i s m . That i s t o s a y , we "believe 
t h e endur ing t r u t h s of Juda i sm a r e u n i v e r s a l and t h a t , d n c e we 
a r e American Jews , we have t h e r i g h t ־ and a "blessed oppo ־ r tun -
i t y i n America — t o t a k e t h e e s sence of t h o s e u n i v e r s a l t r u t h s 
and c l o t h e them i n t h e r i c h n e s s and promise and h o p e f u l n e s s o f 
our American l i v e s . Such a p r o c e s s , we b e l i e v e , w i l l b r i n g t o 
our c h i l d r e n t h a t s ense o f s e c u r i t y and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h 
American l i f e which a l l o f us ho ld a s our h i g h e s t g o a l and g r e a t -
e s t p r i v i l e g e . The f u s i o n of Juda i sm and our American way of 
l i f e should be t h e e a s i e s t of a l l t h e a d a p t a t i o n s Jews have made 
t o t h e i r envi ronments i n a l l t h e long h i s t o r y o f J u d a i s m . For 
America h e r s e l f b r e a t h e s t h e ve ry s p i r i t of t h e J u d e o - C h r i s t i a n 
h e r i t a g e ; and f o r u s , t h e r e f o r e , t o emphasize i n ou r Juda i sm t h e 
same u n i v e r s a l s t h a t have found t h e i r way i n t o t h e bone and marrow 
of American l i f e i s t h e s u r e s t and n o b l e s t way f o r us t o i d e n t i f y 
o u r s e l v e s a s American J e w s . 

We s h a l l s t r i v e f o r p r e c i s i o n o f words and d e f i n i t i o n s of t e r m s , 
a s we work w i t h and t e a c h ou r c h i l d r e n . We s h a l l a v o i d , f o r an 
American Juda ism, t h e l o o s e , c o l l e c t i v i s t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 
Jews a s "a p e o p l e " o r a s "a community." We s h a l l emphasize f o r 
our c h i l d r e n t h a t t h e y a r e i n d i v i d u a l s ; t h a t Juda i sm, f o r them, 
i s a s p i r i t u a l c h o i c e ; t h a t t h e o n l y c o l l e c t i v e concep t we r e c -
ognize as v a l i d f o r them, a s i n d i v i d u a l Americans and a s Jews , 
i s Juda i sm. 

We s h a l l unhes i t a n t l y u rge our c h i l d r e n t o obse rve t h o s e h o l i d a y s 
and ceremonies which, because t h e y d r a m a t i z e an i d e a c e n t r a l t o 
Juda i sm, we h o l d t o be v a l i d . We s h a l l e q u a l l y and u n h e s i t a t i n g l y 
ignore p r a c t i c e s and h o l i d a y s and r i t u a l s which have no o t h e r p u r -
pose t h a n t o make Juda i sm r e s t r i c t i v e and l i m i t e d t o someth ing 
c a l l e d a "Jewish p e o p l e " . Thus modern c o n v e r s a t i o n a l P a l e s t i n i a n 
Hebrew, which has a l e g i t i m a t e p l a c e I n t h e S t a t e o f I s r a e l , h a s 
none i n a J ewi sh r e l i g i o u s s c h o o l anywhere e l s e . The minimum r e -
qu i rements of our own Schoo l s f o r J u d a i s m a r e encompassed by an 
a c q u a i n t a n c e w i th and an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f such s e l e c t e d c l a s s i c a l 
Hebrew terms and p a s s a g e s f rom t h e B i b l e and p rayerbooks as a r e 
l i k e l y t o be of some u s e and s i g n i f i c a n c e t o an American o f t h e 
J e w i s h f a i t h . . . 

With t h e s e b road o b j e c t i v e s and more s p e c i f i c g u i d e s t o t e a c h e r s , 
we b e l i e v e Juda ism can be r e v i t a l i z e d ; and w i t h such r e v i t a l l z a t i o n 
we b e l i e v e i t may e n r i c h and s t r e n g t h e n our c o u n t r y i n an e r a o f 
h i s t o r y when, a s n e v e r b e f o r e , America needs t h e d e e p e s t r e s e r v o i r s 
of s p i r i t u a l s t r e n g t h o f a l l i t s p e o p l e . While we s h a l l know and 
c h e r i s h t h e p a s t , we s h a l l t a k e f rom i t , i n an a c t i v e way, t h a t 
which b e s t s e r v e s our needs o f t h e p r e s e n t . 

To make t h e Juda i sm we t e a c h s o a l i v e , so c h a l l e n g i n g , so f r e e , 
and so l i b e r a t i n g a s t o have i t assume t h e s t a t u r e of a c o m p e l l i n g 
f o r c e i s our g o a l . I f we can a t t a i n i t , we a r e p r e p a r e d t o l e a v e 
t h e f u t u r e t o judge t h e Jews i n whom we hope t o c r e a t e d e v o t i o n 
t o t h i s f a i t h . 
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I f you a r e s t i r r e d "by t h i s c h a l l e n g i n g and i n s p i r i n g s t a t e m e n t o f g e n e r a l 
o b j e c t i v e s a s I have been , t h e n I b e l i e v e you w i l l be s t i l l more e l e c t r i f i e d 
i f you w i l l go on t o r e a d t h e s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s and c u r r i c u l a o f each 
grade - f ־ rom K i n d e r g a r t e n th rough C o n f i r m a t i o n . Surrounded a s we a r e by 
a l l manner of d i l u t i o n s of Reform Juda i sm, i t i s indeed r e f r e s h i n g t o n o t e 
t h e o r i g i n a l i t y , independence , and h o l d i m a g i n a t i o n which c h a r a c t e r i z e  and ׳
m o t i v a t e t h i s new working c u r r i c u l u m . 

t c ) S tudy of Ex is t ing ; R e l i g i o u s Schoo l C u r r i c u l a 

From t ime t o t i m e , members forward t o our N a t i o n a l O f f i c e f o r s t u d y and 
comment cop ie s of c u r r i c u l a of t h e R e l i g i o u s Schoo l s conducted by t h e c o n g r e -
g a t i o n s t o which t h e y b e l o n g . "When r e q u e s t e d , d e t a i l e d a n a l y s e s and e v a l u -
a t i o n s have been p r e p a r e d , s e t t i n g f o r t h how much o r how l i t t l e a g i v e n 
s c h o o l ' s o b j e c t i v e s , s u b j e c t - m a t t e r , and cho ice of t e x t b o o k s a g r e e w i t h 
Counc i l s t a n d a r d s . A n e c e s s a r y b y - p r o d u c t - - o r r a t h e r a p r e r e q u i s i t e - -
of t h e s e s t u d i e s has been t h e c o n t i n u i n g a n a l y s i s of more and more t e a c h i n g 
m a t e r i a l n o t inc luded (because n o t o r i g i n a l l y i n q u i r e d a b o u t ) i n l a s t y e a r ' s 
e d i t i o n s of Textbook A n a l y s e s • 

The Counc i l i s i n t e r e s t e d i n s e e i n g and s t u d y i n g a s many such c u r r i c u l a a s 
p o s s i b l e . Our N a t i o n a l and Reg iona l O f f i c e s have p u t o u t a c a l l r e q u e s t i n g 
c o p i e s o f R e l i g i o u s Schoo l c u r r i c u l a f rom Rabbis and e d u c a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r s . 
A number o f c o u r t e o u s r e sponses have begun t o come i n — even f r o m s o u r c e s 
known t o be opposed t o t h e American C o u n c i l f o r J u d a i s m . A l l such c u r r i c u l a 
w i l l be g r a t e f u l l y r e c e i v e d and c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y examined; and t h e y w i l l be 
commented upon i f d e s i r e d . 

I V . The C r e a t i o n of New Textbooks 

A f r e q u e n t p l e a add re s sed t o t h e Counc i l l a s t y e a r by R a b b i n i c a l and l a y r e a d e r s 
of our Textbook Analyses and I n t e r i m Curr icu lum went someth ing l i k e t h i s : "Having 
d e c l a r e d so many t e x t b o o k s o b j e c t i o n a b l e f o r American Reform r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l  ׳
u s e , what would you have us do? A f t e r a l l , we have no c h o i c e ; b e c a u s e t h e r e j u s t 
i s n o t h i n g e l s e t o choose f r o m . I t ' s up t o you t o w r i t e t h e new k ind o f books 
t h a t we n e e d . Give them t o u s , and w e ' l l g l a d l y u s e them!" 

This t r a g i c d e f i c i e n c y was b rough t home more e m p h a t i c a l l y w i t h t h e p r e l i m i n a r y 
p l a n n i n g and t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t l a s t f a l l o f o u r own f i r s t t h r e e S c h o o l s f o r J u d a i s m . 
The Counc i l has made a c o n s c i e n t i o u s s t a r t i n a t t e m p t i n g t o meet t h i s g r e a t need 
and has a l r e a d y begun t o f i l l i n a number of gaps i t s e l f . The work p roceeds w i t h 
a l l t h e energy a t our command. We l a c k t h e v a s t r e s o u r c e s of f i n a n c e s and p e r s o n n -
e l a v a i l a b l e t o do t h i s j o b a s r a p i d l y a s i t shou ld be done . Here i s where we -
s t a n d t o d a t e : 

( a ) A P a r t i s a n H i s t o r y o f Juda i sm 

Our committee r e p o r t l a s t y e a r no ted t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of Rabbi Elmer B e r g e r ' s 
A P a r t i s a n H i s t o r y of J u d a i s m . Recoxaaended f o r y o u t h , c o l l e g e - a g e , and a d u l t 
s t u d y groups a s w e l l a s i n d i v i d u a l r e a d i n g , t h i s book — a l o n g w i t h t h e 
T a r s h i s h book and t h e C o u n c i l ' s Textbook Ana lyses — i s recommended a s r e q u i r e d 
r e a d i n g and background b r i e f i n g f ° r a l l t e a c h e r s ~ i n ou r Schoo l s f o r J u d a i s m . 
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The New York Times Sunday Book Review S e c t i o n of December 7 , 1952 s e l e c t e d 
A P a r t i s a n H i s t o r y of Juda i sm a s one o f t h e 275 o u t s t a n d i n g books — o u t of 
some 10,000 t i t l e s ־ p י u b l i s h e d d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r . Rabbi B e r g e r ' s book 
was one of two volumes of J e w i s h i n t e r e s t i nc luded among f o u r t e e n unde r t h e 
head ing of " R e l i g i o n " . 

(b) Hot By Power; The S t o r y o f t h e Growth of Juda i sm 

l a s t y e a r our committee r e p o r t e d t h e C o u n c i l ' s s p o n s o r s h i p of a mimeographed 
e x p e r i m e n t a l e d i t i o n of a h i g h s c h o o l h i s t o r y t e x t by Rabbi A l l a n T a r s h i s h 
under t h e t e n t a t i v e t i t l e , The Growth of Juda i sm. Dr . T a r s h i s h had h i s book 
p u b l i s h e d i n d e p e n d e n t l y l a s t f a l l by t h e Bookman A s s o c i a t e s under t h e t i t l e , 
Not By Power: The S t o r y of t h e Growth of J u d a i s m . I t i s of cou r se i n c l u d e d 
i n our c u r r i c u l u m . We were g r a t i f i e d t o s ee i t announced a s t h e J e w i s h Book 
G u i l d ' s s e l e c t i o n f o r t h e month of F e b r u a r y , 1953• 

(c ) T e l l Me Why — A Pr imer f o r Juda i sm 

Like t h e f i r s t e d i t i o n of our Textbook A n a l y s e s , t h e f i r s t mimeographing 
of an i l l u s t r a t e d e x p e r i m e n t a l e d i t i o n o f T e l l Me Why — A Pr imer f o r J u d a i s m 
was d i s t r i b u t e d a t l a s t y e a r ' s Annual Conference i n Washington, D. C. 
W r i t t e n by a young mother , Mrs. Dorothy E» Bobrow, who u n t i l r e c e n t l y was 
on t h e s e c r e t a r i a l s t a f f of t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e , t h i s Counc i l - sponso red 
book i s b e i n g used w i d e l y and w i t h en thus i a sm i n t h e p r i m a r y c l a s s e s — 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e f o u r t h and f i f t h g rades - - o f our Schoo l s f o r Juda i sm and a 
number o f o t h e r R e l i g i o u s S c h o o l s , a s w e l l a s a t home by p a r e n t s o f young 
c h i l d r e n . Mrs . Bobrow hopes t o have i t p u b l i s h e d i n r e v i s e d book fo rm i n 
t ime f o r t h e coming s c h o o l y e a r . We s h a l l e a g e r l y a w a i t word o f h e r s u c c e s s 
i n t h i s v e n t u r e . 

(d) C h i l d r e n ' s Devotions 

L a s t December t h e Counc i l I s s u e d a n o t h e r new book, a mimeographed a n t h o l o g y 
of C h i l d r e n ^ Devotions - - S e l e c t e d f rom Var ious S o u r c e s , by ou r R e l i g i o u s 
D i r e c t o r , f o r u s e by R a b b i s , t e a c h e r s , and p a r e n t s w i t h c h i l d r e n f rom 
n u r s e r y th rough h i g h s c h o o l a g e s . I t i s a l r e a d y e f f e c t i v e l y u t i l i z e d and 
i s mee t ing w i t h wide a c c l a i m i n our Schoo l s f o r Juda i sm and a number o f 
o t h e r R e l i g i o u s S c h o o l s . We have ev idence t h a t one of i t s aims i s d e f i n i t e l y 
b e i n g ach i eved — encourag ing our c h i l d r e n t o make up t h e i r own p r a y e r s . 
As t h e I n t r o d u c t i o n p u t s i t : 

. . .There i s one a s p e c t abou t t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e book which 
d e s e r v e s s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n . Too o f t e n p r a y e r i s conce ived o n l y 
i n terms of f o r m a l worship and i s r e l a t e d t o b u t a l i m i t e d r ange 
of i d e a s o r e x p e r i e n c e s . Th is l i t t l e book w i l l i n d i c a t e t o t h e 
c h i l d r e n t h a t p r a y e r need be n e i t h e r f o r m a l i n i t s e x p r e s s i o n 
n o r narrow i n range . . . 

These p r a y e r s and m e d i t a t i o n s , b o t h i n v e r s e and i n p r o s e , have 
been s e l e c t e d f rom a wide v a r i e t y of s o u r c e s — a n c i e n t , m e d i e v a l , 
and modem; Orthodox and Reform; J e w i s h and n o n - J e w i s h . Our s o l e 
c r i t e r i o n has been t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n o f a u n i v e r s a l s e n s e of d e v o t i o n , 
s p i r i t u a l i t y , e t h i c a l impor t , s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e , God-ques t , and 
harmony w i t h t h e h i g h e s t P r o p h e t i c and Rabb in i c t r a d i t i o n s i n 
J u d a i s m . 
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( e ) S t o r i e s About Judaism. 

Another and much l a r g e r t ex tbook•־wr i t ing p r o j e c t , which. i s s t i l l c o n t i n u i n g , 
was launched l a s t f a l l by t h e Counc i l t o f i l l some of t h e a c t u a l c u r r i c u l a r 
needs of our Schools f o r J u d a i s m . I t i s a r o u s i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t i n 
o t h e r q u a r t e r s a s w e l l . I r e f e r t o S t o r i e s About Juda i sm — w i t h S u b j e c t s 
f o r D i s c u s s i o n (Things t o Think About and T a l k About and Do T o g e t h e r ) , f o r 
t h e f i f t h and s i x t h - - and p o s s i b l y s e v e n t h — g r a d e s . I t i s now b e i n g 
t e s t e d i n our s c h o o l s . At t h e same t ime i t i s b e i n g examined ( l i k e a l l o f 
our o t h e r t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s ) by hundreds of Rabbis and r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t o r s 
and laymen. Chapters have been added week by week and s e n t o u t one a t a t ime 
a s t h e y have been mimeographed and i l l u s t r a t e d , t o accumula te i n t o a comple te 
book . 

Dur ing t h e f a l l and w i n t e r o f 1952-1953, t h i s p rocedu re r e s u l t e d i n t h e 
comple t ion o f t h e f i r s t volume o f t h i r t e e n c h a p t e r s . The s t o r i e s c e n t e r 
upon t h e e v o l u t i o n o f t h e f a i t h of Juda ism f rom Abraham said Moses and t h e 
g r e a t P r o p h e t s , t h rough t h e a n c i e n t and med ieva l R a b b i s , t o t h e modem 
Emancipat ion f rom t h e Ghe t to and t h e s t a t e of Reform J u d a i s m t o d a y . F u t u r e 
r e - e d i t i n g o f t h i s w e a l t h of o r i g i n a l l y approached and s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ba sed 
t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l w i l l p r o b a b l y n e c e s s i t a t e t h e d i v i d i n g up o f t h e t h i r t e e n 
c h a p t e r s i n t o a t l e a s t tw ice a s many weekly l e s s o n s , t h u s f u r n i s h i n g a n 
e n t i r e s c h o o l y e a r ' s c o u r s e of s t u d y i n t h e s u b j e c t . 

With t h e comple t ion of t h i s f i r s t volume of S t o r i e s About J u d a i s m , work was 
begun, w i t h o u t p a u s e , on a second volume. By t h e end o f t h i s s p r i n g , t h e r e -
f o r e , a n o t h e r mimeographed volume abou t t h e same s i z e a s t h e f i r s t s h o u l d be 
f i n i s h e d . This second volume 's s t o r i e s r e v o l v e a b o u t t h e g e n e r a l themes t h a t 
Stand o u t i n t h e u n i v e r s a l s p i r i t u a l and e t h i c a l t e a c h i n g s o f J u d a i s m . These 
themes i n c l u d e such P r o p h e t i c t e a c h i n g s a s b r o t h e r h o o d , p e a c e , j u s t i c e , mercy , 
h u m i l i t y , e t c . P lanned f o r n e x t yea r a l r e a d y i s an a c c e p t a b l e t e x t b o o k on 
h o l i d a y s , cus toms, and c e r e m o n i e s . 

( f ) J ewi sh Thoughts f o r J e w i s h Youth 

For a y e a r and a h a l f o r more, Rabbi Abraham Cronbach, P r o f e s s o r E m e r i t u s 
of J e w i s h S o c i a l S t u d i e s a t t h e Hebrew Union Co l l ege i n C i n c i n n a t i and a n 
hono ra ry v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f t h e American Counc i l f o r J u d a i s m , has been work-
i n g on a book we asked him t o w r i t e on h i s d i s t i n c t i v e p s y c h o l o g i c a l and 
seman t i c approach t o t h e s p i r i t u a l , s o c i a l , and e t h i c a l va lues o f r e l i g i o n 
i n g e n e r a l and Juda i sm i n p a r t i c u l a r . The t e n t a t i v e t i t l e i s J e w i s h Thoughts 
f o r J e w i s h Youth, w i t h t e n c h a p t e r s t r e a t i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g s u b j e c t s ; 
R e l i g i o n ; God; R i g h t e o u s n e s s ; Juda i sm; P r a y e r ; S o c i a l I d e a l i s m ; J e w i s h -
C h r i s t i a n R e l a t i o n s j War and P e a c e ; L i f e E v e r l a s t i n g ; M a t u r i t y . We hope 
t o s ee i t p u b l i s h e d l a t e r t h i s y e a r , o r a t l e a s t made a v a i l a b l e i n mimeo-
graphed e x p e r i m e n t a l f o rm. Our E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r and R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r 
have worked i n t h e c l o s e s t c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h Dr . Cronbach th rough t h e 
s e v e r a l d r a f t s o f h i s remarkab le m a n u s c r i p t . They a s s u r e us t h a t t h i s i s 
going t o be a b r i l l i a n t and b r e a t h - t a k i n g book, f i l l e d w i t h mature r e l i g i o u s 
i n s i g h t s i n language young peop le can u n d e r s t a n d , b u t S u i t a b l e and i n s p i r i n g 
f o r a d u l t s and a d o l e s c e n t s a l i k e . 

(g ) B i b l e S t o r y Co lo r ing Book 

The Youth S e c t i o n o f t h e New York Chapter of t h e American Counc i l f o r J u d a i s m 
i s w r i t i n g and d e s i g n i n g a B i b l e S t o r y C o l o r i n g Book f o r l i t t l e c h i l d r e n o f 
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K i n d e r g a r t e n age and i n t h e f i r s t g r a d e . I t employs a new approach f o r 
t h i s t y p e of c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e . The book promises t o make C h i l d r e n ' s 
f i r s t c o n t a c t s w i t h r e l i g i o u s t r a i n i n g b o t h p l e a s u r a b l e and p e d a g o g i c a l l y 
e f f e c t i v e . P r e - p u b l i c a t i o n c o p i e s of t h i s book have been p r e p a r e d f o r 
d i s p l a y a t t h i s Confe rence , a l ong w i t h ou r o t h e r t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l r e f e r r e d 
t o i n t h i s r e p o r t . Th is c o l o r i n g book i s t h e f i r s t of a s e r i e s p lanned by 
t h e young men and women i n t h e Youth S e c t i o n of t h e New York C h a p t e r . 

(h) R e l i g i o u s S e r v i c e s 

E a r l y l a s t yea r t h e Counci l produced a mimeographed C h i l d r e n ' s R e l i g i o u s 
S e r v i c e . I t was s p e c i a l l y w r i t t e n , w i t h a s t o r y - s e r m o n . I t had p r e v i o u s l y 
been e x p e r i m e n t a l l y r e c o r d e d by t h e Counc i l - - w i t h t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a 
group of c h i l d r e n o f v a r i o u s ages and o f ou r R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r . A whole 
s e r i e s of such J ewi sh r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s f o r use i n c h i l d r e n ' s a s s e m b l i e s 
i s b a d l y needed . 

The need and f e a s i b i l i t y of p roduc ing and r e c o r d i n g r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s and 
sermons f o r a d u l t s unab le t o j o i n i n c o n g r e g a t i o n a l worsh ip i s a l s o under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n by t h e C o u n c i l . The s u g g e s t i o n came l a s t yea r f rom some of 
our members. Your f u r t h e r i d e a s on t h e s u b j e c t w i l l be welcome. 

( i ) O the r Tex t s and Teaching M a t e r i a l s 

I remind you t h a t most of t h e above-ment ioned t e x t s and t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s 
have been c r e a t e d i n one yea r - - o r a l i t t l e more. Others a r e con templa t ed 
o r i n t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e . These i n c l u d e a u d i o - v i s u a l a i d s and home s t u d y 
cour ses f o r c h i l d r e n , a d u l t s , and t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g . We shou ld p r o v i d e home-
s t u d y c o u r s e s f o r a d u l t s . P a r e n t s would l e a r n w h i l e t h e y a s s i s t t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 
Once p roduced , t h e c o u r s e s would be e s p e c i a l l y h e l p f u l t o f a m i l i e s n o t a f f i l i -
a t e d w i t h c o n g r e g a t i o n s . This could a l s o i n c l u d e a f r a n k d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e 
harmonious a d j u s t m e n t of t h e c h i l d t o h i s env i ronment . I have a l r e a d y ment ioned 
t h e proposed book - - o r books f o r v a r i o u s a g e - l e v e l s — on r e l i g i o u s h o l i d a y s 
and ce remon ie s . 

I t r e s t s w i t h you, and a l l your f e l l o w members and c o n t r i b u t o r s whom you r e p r e -
s e n t , how f a r i t may be p o s s i b l e t o expand our r e sponse t o t h e s e needs — 
depending upon t h e a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s you p l a c e i n t h e C o u n c i l ' s h a n d s . 

V. Schools f o r Juda i sm 

This c o m m i t t e e ' s l a s t annua l r e p o r t quoted f rom t h e p r o s p e c t u s and q u e s t i o n n a i r e 
which had been ma i l ed o u t e a r l i e r l a s t yea r t o New Yo rk Chapter members, p r o p o s i n g 
an e x p e r i m e n t a l R e l i g i o u s Schoo l p r o j e c t . The o b j e c t i v e s o f t h i s p i l o t p r o j e c t 
s c h o o l have s i n c e r e c e i v e d prominent n o t i c e - - among o t h e r ways - - i n a c o v e r -
i l l u s t r a t e d f e a t u r e a r t i c l e about our Schools f o r Juda i sm i n l a s t November 's Counc i l 
News, and even more so i n Time Magazine f o r November 3 , 1952. E v e r y t h i n g i n t h i s 
r e p o r t so f a r has been l e a d i n g up t o t h e d e m o n s t r a t i o n - ־ i n p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n — 
of Counc i l p r i n c i p l e s i n our Schools f o r J u d a i s m . The r e s u l t a n t S c h o o l s f o r J u d a i s m 
r e s t upon t h e f i r m f o u n d a t i o n of Counc i l p r i n c i p l e s and c l a s s i c a l Reform - - o r 
P r o p h e t i c — J u d a i s m . 

What we had i n mind was a modest model s c h o o l t o t e s t o u t our p r i n c i p l e s i n 
p r a c t i c e . Such a Schoo l f o r Juda i sm was opened on October , 5 , 1952 i n W e s t c h e s t e r 
County, New York, w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 boys and g i r l s (most o f them from non-
Counci l f a m i l i e s ) i n two i n t e r - g r a d e d c l a s s e s t a u g h t by t h r e e t r a i n e d v o l u n t e e r s , 
mee t ing f o r two hours e v e r y Sunday i n v a r i o u s homes i n t h e suburban towns o f White 
P l a i n s , S c a r s d a l e , and Chappaqua, N. Y. Our n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r i s i n 
p e r s o n a l charge o f t h i s S c h o o l . 
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A s i m i l a r s m a l l School f o r American Juda i sm was opened l a t e r t h a t month i n 
suburban Milwaukee, Wiscons in , w i t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 10 c h i l d r e n i n one i n t e r -
graded c l a s s , t a u g h t ־by two e x p e r i e n c e d v o l u n t e e r s , mee t ing i n a r e n t e d p u b l i c 
s c h o o l room. Our R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r has made s e v e r a l v i s i t s t h e r e . 

When members of our Chicago Chapter heard abou t our proposed New York p i l o t 
p r o j e c t and c i r c u l a r i z e d our Chicago membership w i t h a s i m i l a r p r o s p e c t u s l a t e 
l a s t summer, t h e r e sponse was a s t o n i s h i n g . Subsequent p a r e n t s ' mee t ings - -
c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e Nor th Shore r e g i o n of suburban Gleiicoe, Highland P a r k , and "•׳ 
Wlnnetka, I l l i n o i s — l i t e r a l l y overwhelmed u s . Non-Council members p redomina ted 
two t o o n e . More t h a n t w o - t h i r d s of t h e c h i l d r e n had n e v e r a t t e n d e d any R e l i g i o u s 
S c h o o l . More t h a n f o u r - f i f t h s of t h e peop le invo lved were u n a f f i l i a t e d w i t h a n y 
e x i s t i n g c o n g r e g a t i o n . On t h e same Sunday t h a t our o r i g i n a l l y p r o j e c t e d p i l o t 
s c h o o l opened i n W e s t c h e s t e r , t h e i n d e p e n d e n t l y i n c o r p o r a t e d Chicago Nor th Shore 
a r e a Schoo l f o r Judaism opened i n Highland ? a r k , I l l i n o i s . An e n t i r e p u b l i c 
s c h o o l b u i l d i n g vas r e n t e d . Ten c l a s s e s ware Organized , f rom K i n d e r g a r t e n t h r o u g h 
t h e n i n t h g r a d e . There a r e now a p p r o x i m a t e l y 150 p u p i l s e n r o l l e d , t a u g h t by a 
v o l u n t e e r s t a f f of about 20 p a r e n t s - - n e a r l y a l l w i t h p u b l i c s c h o o l o r R e l i g i o u s 
Schoo l t e a c h i n g e x p e r i e n c e . The en thus i a sm engendered l a t r u l y phenomenal . Our 
n a t i o n a l R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r has s p e n t many weeks t h e r e . 

Upon hearing about our Schools f o r Judaism, a smal l but determined group o f 
four mothers in Pi t t sburgh, Pennsylvania, a f t e r d e t a i l e d correspondence and con-
s u l t a t i o n wi th our R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r , decided t o s t a r t i n one o f t h e i r homes 
a Counc i l -d irec ted c l a s s f o r t h e i r 10-and l l ־ y e a r ־ o l d c h i l d r e n on March 1, 1953• 
We know t h a t , bes ides the Rabbis who are u s i n g our m a t e r i a l s and introducing 
them i n t o t h e i r R e l i g i o u s Schoo l s , there are a number of parents throughout the 
country who are us ing our curriculum and textbook m a t e r i a l wi th t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
a t home. 

Our N a t i o n a l and R e g i o n a l O f f i c e s have long been i n t ouch w i t h many p a r e n t s 
who have made a c o n s c i e n t i o u s s t u d y o f t h e R e l i g i o u s Schoo l s o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s . Armed w i t h ou r Textbook A n a l y s e s , c u r r i c u l a , and C o u n c i l - c r e a t e d 
t e x t s , many o f t h e s e p a r e n t s have approached t h e i r R a b b i s , e d u c a t i o n a l d i r e c t o r s , 
R e l i g i o u s School commit tees , and Temple Boards w i th i n d i v i d u a l o r group a p p e a l s 
f o r t h e e l i m i n a t i o n o f o b j e c t i o n a b l e m a t e r i a l and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n and t h e r e s t o r -
a t i o n of c l a s s i c a l American Reform Juda i sm t o i t s r i g h t f u l p l a c e i n ou r Temples 
and R e l i g i o u s S c h o o l s . We have had r e p o r t s of some g r a t i f y i n g s u c c e s s e s . Where 
such e f f o r t s have been t r i e d r e p e a t e d l y and have met w i t h f a i l u r e , t h e n e x t 
a l t e r n a t i v e — t h a t of o r g a n i z i n g independen t c l a s s e s o r Schoo l s f o r J u d a i s m — 
has sugges t ed i t s e l f t o t h o s e concerned ״ many, o r most o f them, n o t even members 
of t h e C o u n c i l . 

The Counc i l does n o t e n t e r any l o c a l community t o promote an independen t 
School f o r Juda i sm; no r does i t t r y t o t a k e any p e r s o n away f rom h i s Temple o r 
R e l i g i o u s S c h o o l , The need and demand, and t h e form of a c t i o n t a k e n , a r e a l l 
l o c a l i n o r i g i n . 

V I . Teaching-Aid D i s t r i b u t i o n and Response 

None o f t h e r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l we have produced has been s e n t t o 
anyone u n s o l i c i t e d . I t has been s e n t o u t o n l y upon p e r s o n a l r e q u e s t t o Rabbis 
and laymen; J e w i s h e d u c a t o r s , o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and i n s t i t u t i o n s ; Counci l members 
and non-members. Nobody i s under any kind of compuls ion t o s t o p u s i n g t h e books 
we condemn i n ou r Textbook Ana lyses o r t o use t h e books we recommend i n ou r 
P r o v i s i o n a l Working Curr icu lum o r have o u r s e l v e s c r e a t e d o r s p o n s o r e d . But t h e r e 
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has been a remarkable v o l u n t a r y r e s p o n s e and spontaneous r e c e p t i v i t y t o our e f f o r t s 
and t o t h e C o u n c i l ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n t h i s f i e l d . 

(a) Some S i g n i f i c a n t S t a t i s t i c s 

The f i g u r e s h e r e c i t e d cover a l l of 1952 p l u s t h e f i r s t q u a r t e r of 1953• They 
may a l s o c o n v e n i e n t l y be looked upon as app ly ing t o the y e a r e l a p s i n g between 
A p r i l 1 , 19^2 and March 31 s ׳־53$>1 , i n c e , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of t h e mimeographed 
C h i l d r e n ' s R e l i g i o u s S e r v i c e , t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l e d i t i o n of The Growth of Judaian 
by D r . T a r s h i s h and Rabbi B e r g e r ' s book, A P a r t i s a n H i s t o r y of Juda i sm, our 
R e l i g i o u s School m a t e r i a l s a c t u a l l y were no t ready f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n b e f o r e 
our A p r i l , 1952 Annual C o n f e r e n c e . 

(1) A P a r t i s a n H i s to ry of Judaism, by Elmer B e r g e r . D i s t r i b u t i o n 
i s hand led by t h e p u b l i s h e r s th rough r e g u l a r commercial chan-
n e l s , i n a d d i t i o n t o which 800 cop ie s of t h e book have been 
d i s t r i b u t e d d i r e c t l y by t h e C o u n c i l . 

(2 ) The Growth of Judaism, by A l l a n T a r s h i s h . This e x p e r i m e n t a l 
mimeographed e d i t i o n , of which 300 c o p i e s were produced f o r 
d i s t r i b u t i o n by t h e a u t h o r and t h e C o u n c i l , i s now i n book 
fo rm under the t i t l e , Not by Power: The S t o r y of t h e Growth 
of Juda ism. 

(3) C h i l d r e n ' s R e l i g i o u s S e r v i c e and S to ry-Sermon. Rabb i s and 
o t h e r r e a d e r s of Counc i l News hav ing asked f o r 200 c o p i e s , our 
supply i s a g a i n exhaus ted and more have t o be run o f f . 

(U) T e l l Me Why—A Primer f o r Juda ism, by Dorothy E. Bobrow. 
S t i l l i n a mimeographed e x p e r i m e n t a l e d i t i o n , 750 cop ies have 
t hus f a r been produced—the l a s t 100 be ing run o f f i n March 
t o r e p l e n i s h our comple t e ly exhaus ted s u p p l y . Of t h e 650 d i s -
t r i b u t e d u n t i l t h e n , 100 were t a k e n a t our l a s t Annual 
Confe rence , 50 ?;ere o f f e r e d t o a s e l e c t l i s t of l e a d i n g Reform 
Rabb i s , 125 were r e q u e s t e d by some 200 members of t h e C e n t r a l 
Conference of American Rabbis who were o f f e r e d t h e book more 
r e c e n t l y , 100 a re i n use i n our Schoo l s f o r Judaism, 75 or more 
a r e be ing used i n o the r R e l i g i o u s S c h o o l s , and t h e r e s t a r e i n 
t h e hands of i n t e r e s t e d p a r e n t s . 

(5 ) R e l i g i o u s School Textbook A n a l y s e s . Of t h i s mimeographed 
volume, 750 copies of t h e 1952 e d i t i o n s were produced 'up t o 
t h e end of March and 675 o r more d i s t r i b u t e d . . Of t h e s e , 100 
were t a k e n a t l a s t y e a r ' s C o n f e r e n c e ; c o p i e s were r e q u e s t e d by 
over 200—or one t h i r d — o f t h e t o t a l membership of t h e C e n t r a l 
Conference of American Rabbis i n v i t e d t o do so l a s t s p r i n g and 
summer; about 50 have been r e q u e s t e d by non-Reform R a b b i s , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l Jewish e d u c a t o r s , o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
l i b r a r i e s , s e m i n a r i e s , p u b l i c a t i o n s , e t c . ; a n o t h e r 25 o r 
more are in the hands of t eachers i n our Schools f o r Judaism; 
and the r e s t have been requested by parents and other 
i n t e r e s t e d readers of Council News. 

(6) I n t e r i m Cur r i cu lum. Of t h e 550 c o p i e s mimeographed l a s t y e a r , 
£00 were d i s t r i b u t e d b e f o r e i t was withdrawn f rom c i r c u l a t i o n 
when s u p p l a n t e d by t h e 195 2 -1953 P r o v i s i o n a l Working C u r r i c u l u m . 
Of t h e s e 500, approx ima te ly 125 of t h e 200-odd Reform Rabb i s who 
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had rece ived our Textbook Analyses requested the Inter im 
Curriculum as a s e q u e l ; about 50 have been requested by non-
Reform Rabbis , p r o f e s s i o n a l Jewish educators , i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and organizat ions above re f erred t o , e t c . ; over 25 are i n the 
hands of the s t a f f s of our Schools f o r Judaism; and the r e s t 
were requested by parents and other i n t e r e s t e d members and 
non-members. 

(7) Prov i s iona l Working Curriculum, 1952-1953• The f i r s t U00 s e t s 
of t h i s new curriculum and statement of o b j e c t i v e s being en-
t i r e l y gone, another 150 were mimeographed i n March t o meet 
a d d i t i o n a l demands coming i n . Of the 1400 cop ie s , 25 went t o 
teachers and 150 t o parents of our Schools f o r Judaism; about 
'110 of the Reform Rabbis p o s s e s s i n g 2D 0-odd cop ies of our 
Textbook Analyses accepted the i n v i t a t i o n sent them three 
months ago t o w r i t e f o r t h i s l a t e s t s eque l ; about 25 have 
been requested t y non-Reform Rabbis , p r o f e s s i o n a l Jewish 
educators , the above-mentioned organizat ions and i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
e t c . ; and the remaining 90 were asked f o r by i n t e r e s t e d 
parents . 

(8) Chi ldren's Devot ions . Of the 300 copies of t h i s mimeographed 
anthology produced and d i s t r i b u t e d , the 110 Reform Rabbis r e -
f erred t o above and the 25 non-Reform Rabbis, educators , e t c . 
have r e c e n t l y requested and rece ived the book; 25 are being 
used by the teachers in our Schools f o r Judaism; and the r e s t 
were asked f o r by parents and others i n t e r e s t e d . A new 
supply has had t o be prepared s i n c e i t s exhaust ion i n March. 

(9 ) S t o r i e s About Judaism. Although cons iderably more of the 
f i r s t few s t o r i e s were sent out t o acquaint inquirers w i t h 
the character of the book being produced and mimeographed 
chapter by chapter every week, upon the completion of the 
f i r s t volume and the s t a r t of the second i n March, the num-
ber of those r e c e i v i n g i t r e g u l a r l y had reached 2$0. Of 
t h i s number, the above-mentioned Reform Rabbis r e c e n t l y 
requested 110', our Schools f o r Judaism are us ing 100, and 
the r e s t were asked f o r by others i n t e r e s t e d . The number 
being run o f f i s constant ly having t o be increased . 

(10) Not by Power; The Story of the Growth of Judaism, by A l l a n 
Tarshish. Although s a l e s of t h i s book are i n the hands of 
the author and p u b l i s h e r s , 80 copies have been d i s t r i b u t e d 
d i rec t ly - through the Counci l . 

Quant i t i e s of a l l these Counci l -created or Council-sponsored t e x t s and t e a c h -
ing mater ia l s are a v a i l a b l e f o r d i s p l a y and d i s t r i b u t i o n at t h i s Tenth Anniversary 
Conference. We hope you w i l l take them wi th you; f o r , b e t t e r than t h i s r e p o r t , 
they ind ica te both the q u a l i t y and quant i ty of the work done i n t h i s f i e l d . Our 
R e l i g i o u s Direc tor plans t o wr i te personal l e t t e r s again t h i s Spring t o the e n t i r e 
l i s t of 600 and more ׳״embers of the Central Conference of American Rabbis as he 
did l a s t Spring and Summer. At that time a th i rd of them requested the Textbook 
Analyses••׳ and Tfere s m c e o f f e r e d our other teaching a i d s . The whole 600 and more 
w i l l now be i n v i t e d to wr i t e i n for that volume as r e v i s e d , as w e l l as f o r a l l 
other Council t e x t s and R e l i g i o u s School c u r r i c u l a . We s h a l l be i n t e r e s t e d i n 
the response , 
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(b ) R a b b i n i c a l R e a c t i o n s 

Of t h e more t h a n 200 Reform Rabbis who r e p l i e d t o our R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r ' s 
600-odd p e r s o n a l l e t t e r s l a s t y e a r , only f o u r wrote abus ive l e t t e r s r e f u s -
ing even t o l o o k a t any th ing emanating f rom t h e American Counc i l f o r Juda i sm. 
Near ly a l l t hose who r e q u e s t e d our m a t e r i a l were non-members of t h e C o u n c i l . 
N a t u r a l l y our own members have been p l e a s e d wi th what t h e Counc i l has a c -
complished i n t h i s f i e l d , I should t h e r e f o r e l i k e t o s h a r e t h e s e r e a c t i o n s 
w i t h you i n t h e form of some of the many g r a t i f y i n g comments which r eached 
t h e N a t i o n a l o f f i c e f r o m non-member Rabbis e x c l u s i v e l y : 

"As you know, I do no t s h a r e the ph i lo sophy of t h e Counci l i n many 
ways; bu t I would be l e s s than c o u r t e o u s i f I d i d no t a c c e p t you r 
o f f e r t o examine t h i s m a t e r i a l . " 

" I t (the Textbook Analyses) i s a thorough and h e l p f u l p i ece of 
work, even though X am not i n sympathy with your p r i n c i p a l c r i -
t e r i a , as you know," 

"There has been a g r e a t need f o r new t e x t b o o k s and a new approach 
t o them." 

" I r e a d t h e I n t r o d u c t i o n ( t o Textbook A n a l y s e s ) t o ny R e l i g i o u s 
Schoo l Committee. We agreed w i t h you r premise t h a t Union of 
American Hebrew Congrega t ions m a t e r i a l s shou ld s t r e s s Reform 
Judaism and need more s p i r i t u a l i t y . " 

1 ' I s i n c e r e l y a p p r e c i a t e the work your o r g a n i z a t i o n i s d o i n g . " 

Analyses j u s t came and appears t o be what we s o r e l y n e e d . 
I t l ooks t o be a s tupendous amount of work which none of us 
could do i n d e p e n d e n t l y . But I know i t w i l l be v a s t l y h e l p f u l . 
Thank you d e e p l y , and I w i l l l e t you know when I f i n i s h i t . 
Send Supplements by a l l means," 

"Thank you very much f o r t h e m a t e r i a l . I am going over i t v e r y 
c a r e f u l l y and am b r i n g i n g i t t o t h e a t t e n t i o n of our R e l i g i o u s 
School Committee."1 

"Thanks f o r pe r fo rming a c o n s t r u c t i v e s e r v i c e . " 

"Thanks f o r Textbook A n a l y s e s , which appea r s t o be of v a l u e even 
t o ' u s Z i o n i s t s . ' C r i t i c i s m of Union of American Hebrew Congre -
g a t i o n s books—even f r o m your extreme p o i n t of v i ew—is n e e d f u l 
and s a l u t a r y . " 

" I t h i n k your survey on t ex tbooks i s e x c e l l e n t — j u s t what R a b b i s 
need who unde r s t and t h e i r d u t i e s as m i s s i o n a r i e s and t e a c h e r s 
of Aner ican Judaism." 

" I a p p r e c i a t e your c o u r t e s y , even though I do no t f i n d n y s e l f i n 
agreement w i t h your p o l i c y . " 

" T h o u g h t f u l s e l e c t i o n ( i n I n t e r i m Curr icu lum) admi red , though 
premise of t h e n o n - e x i s t e n c e of a Jewish peop le u n a c c e p t a b l e . 
However, thank you v e r y much." 
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" I f i n d p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l your examina t ions ( i n I n t e r i m Curr icu lum) 
of r e l i g i o u s s c h o o l m a t e r i a l p u b l i s h e d by non- Jewish b o d i e s . Keep 
up t h i s c o n s t r u c t i v e s o r t of work!" 

" I d i s a g r e e w i th your t h e s i s , b u t I s h a l l always welcome new i n f o r m -
a t i o n f rom any s o u r c e . " 

"You w i l l be c o n t r i b u t i n g g r e a t l y t o American J e w i s h Educa t i on by 
encourag ing t h e w r i t i n g and p u b l i c a t i o n o f t e x t s on God, r e l i g i o n , 
Juda i sm, e t c . , f o r a l l g r a d e s . You a r e head ing i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . " 

" I have had a g r e a t d e a l o f p l e a s u r e i n r e a d i n g t h e book ( T e l l Me Why— 
A Pr imer f o r Judaism) and i t seems t o f i l l t h e need o f young peop l e v e r y 
a b l y . I know t h a t my own d a u g h t e r responded b e a u t i f u l l y t o i t s m a t e r i a l s . 

"My t e a c h e r s were impressed w i t h T e l l Me Why." 

" I t ' s a f i n e Job ( C h i l d r e n ' s D e v o t i o n s ) . I ' m s u r e t h a t we w i l l be u s i n g 
some of t h e m a t e r i a l h e r e . " 

" I have gone ove r t h e m a t e r i a l very d e l i b e r a t e l y . I l i k e t h e volume o f 
C h i l d r e n ' s Devot ions b e s t o f a l l . We needed something l i k e t h i s f o r a 
long t i m e . T e l l Me Why and S t o r i e s About Juda i sm a r e a l s o ve ry good, 
and I s h a l l c e r t a i n l y be happy t o r e c e i v e t h e r ema in ing s t o r i e s i n t h e 
S t o r i e s About Juda i sm volume a s , and when, t h e y a r e r e a d y f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n 
F rank ly , I am n o t i n f u l l agreement and sympathy w i t h t h e program o f t h e 
American Counc i l f o r Juda i sm. But t h a t does n o t p r e v e n t me f rom welcoming 
t h a t p a r t o f your program which I do f i n d a c c e p t a b l e . . . But I am i n f u l l 
sympathy w i t h t h a t p a r t of your program which i s c r e a t i n g e d u c a t i o n a l 
m a t e r i a l w i t h a r e l i g i o u s , s p i r i t u a l , and h u m a n i t a r i a n a p p r o a c h . So l o n g 
as your e d u c a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l c o n t i n u e s t o m a i n t a i n and f o s t e r t h i s 
approach , i t w i l l meet w i t h wide a c c e p t a n c e and I , p e r s o n a l l y , w i l l love 
i t . . . I hope you w i l l a c c e p t my f r a n k e x p r e s s i o n of p o i n t - o f - v i e w i n t h e 
s p i r i t i n which i t i s o f f e r e d , t h e s p i r i t o f a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e s e f i n e 
m a t e r i a l s you a r e p r o d u c i n g . " 

" I am g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n r e c e i v i n g a d d i t i o n a l s t o r i e s f o r your ve ry 
p romis ing volume, S t o r i e s About J u d a i s m . While I d i f f e r b a s i c a l l y w i t h 
t h e p rocedure and approach o f t h e American Counc i l f o r J u d a i s m i n many 
a r e a s , I b e l i e v e t h i s a r e a of r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n i n which you a r e d o i n g 
t h i s i n t e r e s t i n g work i s an a r e a e m i n e n t l y wor thy of e n e r g e t i c e f f o r t s 
and c r e a t i v e e n d e a v o r . " 

"Thanks ve ry much f o r t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t you were good enough t o send u s . 
My w i f e , who i s an e d u c a t o r , has gone ove r t h i s t h o r o u g h l y and f i n d s i t 
r a t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t . We would a p p r e c i a t e i t i f you could p u t us on your 
l i s t f o r r e c e i v i n g t h e a d d i t i o n a l s t o r i e s a s t h e y a r e f i n i s h e d . " 

(c ) Other Comments 

There have been s i m i l a r comments by laymen and laywomen, and by C o u n c i l members -
bo th l a y and R a b b i n i c a l . I have p o t i n c l u d e d them h e r e , b e c a u s e I a i d n o t .wish 
u n n e c e s s a r i l y t o encumber t h i s r e p o r t . Nor have I i n c l u d e d any comments on t h e 
two books a l r e a d y publ i shed—A P a r t i s a n H i s t o r y o f Juda i sm, by Rabbi B e r g e r , and 
Not Bg Power: The S t o r y of t h e Growth o f Juda i sm, by Rabbi T a r s h i s h . But I do 
want t o s i n g l e o u t t h e s e encourag ing p r o f e s s i o n a l o p i n i o n s by some of t h e pub-
l i sherB f rom whose books our R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r o b t a i n e d p e r m i s s i o n t o i n c l u d e 
s e l e c t i o n s i n t h e c o l l e c t i o n of C h i l d r e n ' s Devo t ions ; 
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Mrs. E d i t h P a t t e r s o n Meyer, C h i l d r e n ' s Book E d i t o r of t h e Abdingdon-
Cokesbury P re s s ( f o r m e r l y w i t h Rand McNally & Company), wrote him 
upon i t s r e c e i p t : "You have c e r t a i n l y made t h i s a s p l e n d i d c o l l e c t i o n 
of r e l i g i o u s and i n s p i r a t i o n a l m a t e r i a l , " And Rober t G. Bowman, of t h e 
p u b l i s h i n g f i r m of C.R. Gibson & Company, w r o t e : "We t h i n k i t t r u l y an 
i n s p i r a t i o n a l c o l l e c t i o n of p r a y e r s f o r c h i l d r e n , and we a r e p l e a s e d 
t h a t you cons ide red p r a y e r s f rom our p u b l i c a t i o n s worthy of i n c l u s i o n 
i n t h e book." 

I t was a l s o ex t r eme ly g r a t i f y i n g t o see t h e s e eminen t ly f a i r and object— 
ive n o t i c e s accorded t o two Counci l p u b l i c a t i o n s , unde r t h e head ing of 

, ,Recent Pedagogic P u b l i c a t i o n s , " i n t h e J a n u a r y i ׳1$53 , s s u e of The 
Pedagogic R e p o r t e r , an I n f o r m a t i o n B u l l e t i n on Pedagogics and C u r r i c u l a r 
M a t e r i a l s , p u b l i s h e d b i -mon th ly by t h e American A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Jewish 
Educa t ion : 

TEXTBOOK ANALYSES, the American C o u n c i l f o r Juda ism, 201 E . 5 7 t h 
S t . , New York 22 , mimeographed, 183 p p . , 1952 — This volume 
p r e s e n t s an a n a l y s i s of 73 (113) w i d e l y used t e x t b o o k s and m i s -
c e l l a n e o u s t e a c h i n g m a t e r i a l s i n t h e Jewish s c h o o l , on a l l l e v e l s 
and i n a l l s u b j e c t s . I d e o l o g i c a l r a t h e r t h a n e d u c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a 
a r e •emplqyed i n t h e e v a l u a t i o n of t h e s e t e x t b o o k s . The a c c e p t a -
b i l i t y of a p a r t i c u l a r t e x t b o o k i s de te rmined by t h e e x t e n t t o 
which i t advances t h e p r i n c i p l e s of Reform Judaism a s conce ived by 
t h e American Counc i l f o r Judaism, namely: a Judaism d i v o r c e d f r o m 
Zionism, t h e concept of peoplehood, modern Hebrew, Jewish n a t i o n a l -
ism, e t c . Of t h e 73 i tems ana lyzed by t h e a u t h o r s ( i n t h e f i r s t 
e d i t i o n ) , U6 were found comple te ly u n a c c e p t a b l e , 2 were d o u b t f u l , 
13 accep ted xvith r e s e r v a t i o n s and 12 accep ted w i t h o u t r e s e r v a t i o n . 
A v a i l a b l e upon r e q u e s t . 

AN INTERIM RECOMMENDED REHGIOUS SCHOOL CURRICULUM, t h e American 
Counc i l f o r Juda i sm, 201 E . 57 th S t . , New York 22 , mimeographed, 
13 p p . , 1952 — This i s an a t t empt t o p r e s e n t a s y s t e m a t i c l i s t i n g , 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and e v a l u a t i o n of e x i s t i n g t e x t b o o k s , p u p i l s ' work-
books , t e a c h e r s ' manuals and r e l a t e d m a t e r i a l s which r e f l e c t more 
or l e s s t h e e d u c a t i o n a l ph i losophy of t h e American Counc i l f o r 
Juda i sm. The m a t e r i a l s l i s t e d cover t h e a r e a s o f : B i b l e , t h e 
f e s t i v a l s , customs and ce remonies , h i s t o r y , e t c . , and a r e s u g g e s t e d 
f o r u s e i n s c h o o l s a t v a r i o u s age l e v e l s , f r o m p r e - s c h o o l up t o 
h i g h s c h o o l g r a d e s . A v a i l a b l e upon r e q u e s t . 

V I I . The Cost of Our R e l i g i o u s E d u c a t i o n Program 

This i s no t a t r e a s u r e r ' s or a u d i t o r ' s r e p o r t ; and so I s h a l l no t g i v e you a 
p r e c i s e f i n a n c i a l s t a t e m e n t or t r y t o b r e a k down t h e e s t i m a t e d f i g u r e s of what 
t h i s program has c o s t . That has been and w i l l be done by o t h e r s b e t t e r q u a l i f i e d 
t h a n I t o do s o . Let i t s u f f i c e f o r t h e moment t o remind you t h a t t h e c o s t of our 
r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n program i n c l u d e s such i t ems a s t h e annua l s a l a r y , R a b b i n i c a l 
pens ion premium, and t r a v e l i n g expenses of our f u l l - t i m e R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r , Rabb i 
Samuel H. Baron, and a p r o p o r t i o n of the s a l a r y of our D i r e c t o r of I i t e r a i y Re-
s e a r c h , Rabbi David Go ldbe rg . No a t t e m p t i s made, i n t h e s e c o s t s , t o e v a l u a t e o r 
p r o r a t e t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e t ime devoted t o R e l i g i o u s School p r o j e c t s a l s o by Rabb i 
Elmer B e r g e r , our N a t i o n a l Execu t ive D i r e c t o r , by V i c t o r R a p h a l s , A s s i s t a n t Exec-
u t i v e D i r e c t o r , by Leonard R . Sussman, E a s t e r n Reg iona l D i r e c t o r and New York 
Chapter Execu t ive D i r e c t o r ( r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
a s p e c t s of t h e Wes t ches t e r School f o r Juda i sm) , by A l f r e d R u s s e l , Midwestern 
Reg iona l D i r e c t o r and Chicago Chapter Execu t ive D i r e c t o r ( r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e work invo lved i n t h e l a r g e N o r t h Shore S c h o o l , 
f o r Juda i sm and t h e s m a l l e r Milwaukee School f o r American J u d a i s m ) , and o c c a s i o n -
a l l y "by o t h e r members o f our e x e c u t i v e s t a f f . However, t h e c o s t of s e c r e t a r i a l 
a s s i s t a n c e , t y p i n g , mimeographing, p a p e r , a r t work, c o l l a t i n g , b i n d i n g , and 
m a i l i n g must be reckoned i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e s e v e r a l thousand p i e c e s of m a t e r  ־
i a l produced and d i s t r i b u t e d i n our t e x t b o o k and c u r r i c u l u m p r o j e c t s . We must 
a l s o add t h e s e v e r a l hundred d o l l a r s s p e n t i n t h e pu rchase of t e x t b o o k s t o be 
a n a l y z e d , a s w e l l a s v a r i o u s o t h e r m i s c e l l a n e o u s expenses i n c u r r e d . 

A g r a p h i c l i t t l e f o l d e r , i t e m i z i n g t o t a l 1952 Counc i l e x p e n d i t u r e s and p o i n t -
i n g ou t t h e d e t a i l e d need f o r an o v e r - a l l 20$ i n c r e a s e i n our 1953 budge t and 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s f rom $283,556 t o $340,267, f u r n i s h e s us w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g f i g u r e s : 
R e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s — 1 9 5 2 e x p e n d i t u r e s , $10 ,767 .55 ; 1953 n e e d s , $ 2 1 , 5 3 5 1  up — ־• 0
100$, t o p r o v i d e new s c h o o l s , c l a s s e s , and g r e a t e r s t a f f s e r v i c e . R e l i g i o u s 
m a t e r i a l s , t e x t b o o k s - - 1 9 5 2 e x p e n d i t u r e s , $ 4 , 3 4 3 . 7 5 ; 1953 n e e d s , $15 ,000 - - up 
n e a r l y 250$, t o produce books , m a t e r i a l s , games, e t c . , a l r e a d y a u t h o r e d and t e s t e d 
s u c c e s s f u l l y . 

What i s p roposed i s t h a t t h e combined 1952 r e l i g i o u s e x p e n d i t u r e s of $15,111.30, 
compr is ing 5$ o f t h e C o u n c i l ' s t o t a l 1952 e x p e n d i t u r e s , be i n c r e a s e d 140$ i n 1953 
t o $36 ,535-10 , o r abou t 10$ of t h e C o u n c i l ' s t o t a l 1953 b u d g e t . T h i s i s l i t t l e 
enough i n c o s t f o r a l l t h e a c t u a l and p o t e n t i a l good t h a t i s b e i n g accompl i shed 
by our r e l i g i o u s program. 

V I I I . Expanding Our Program 

This program has r e s u l t e d , i n l a r g e p a r t , f rom a spontaneous t u r n i n g t o t h e 
Counci l a s t h e agency t o f i l l t h e c o n c r e t e need f o r r e l i g i o u s m a t e r i a l s f r e e o f 
n a t i o n a l i s m . Once we began meet ing t h e s e needs s u c c e s s f u l l y , i t became obvious 
t h a t new m a t e r i a l s , p r o j e c t s , c u r r i c u l a , and o t h e r t e a c h i n g a i d s had t o be e r e -
a t e d and d i s t r i b u t e d t o f i l l o u t ou r program. 

There a r e now a dozen t e x t s and o t h e r m a t e r i a l s which we shou ld be p l a n n i n g t o 
produce f o r immediate u s e . I n t e r e s t i n g l y , i n t h i s f i e l d , t h e expense o f a p r o j e c t 
does n o t r i s e i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e number o f peop le and i n s t i t u t i o n s s e r v e d . We 
can produce s e v e r a l thousand a d d i t i o n a l c o p i e s o f a game o? t e x t f o r o n l y a 
s l i g h t l y h i g h e r c o s t . 

The problem a t t h i s p o i n t i n c l u d e s one o f d i s t r i b u t i o n . Now t h a t we a r e 
s o l i d l y committed t o a r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n program, we ought t o p l a n f o r t h e 
w i d e s t u se of ou r m a t e r i a l s - - and n o t mere ly l e a v e t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n t o p e r s o n a l 
r e q u e s t s ( though t h e number of them has been Indeed s u r p r i s i n g ) . I n a d d i t i o n 
t o a planned p r o d u c t i o n program, t h e n , we shou ld have a planned " s e l l i n g " p rogram. 

This expans ion of our work would r e q u i r e an a d j u s t m e n t and en la rgemen t o f t h e 
n a t i o n a l O f f i c e s b a f f . From t h e one-man depar tment i t s t a r t e d o u t a s i n November, 
1951 w i t h t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f Rabbi Baron as o u r D i r e c t o r of R e l i g i o u s and Synagogue 
A c t i v i t i e s , what we need now i s t h e a u t h o r i t y and t h e a p p r o p r i a t i o n t o b u i l d t h a t 
a u s p i c i o u s and amazingly s u c c e s s f u l b e g i n n i n g up i n t o a f u l l - f l e d g e d Department o f 
R e l i g i o u s Educa t i on end A c t i v i t i e s . Working hand i n hand w i t h t h e R a b b i n i c a l 
R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r would be a l a y A d m i n i s t r a t i v e D i r e c t o r , a s s i s t e d by t h e n e c -
e s s a r y o f f i c e h e l p , t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e promot ion and p r o d u c t i o n phases w i t h t h e 
r e s e a r c h and c r e a t i v e a s p e c t s o f t h e o v e r - a l l r e l i g i o u s program of t h e American 
Counc i l f o r J u d a i s m . And s o , we s t r o n g l y u rge t h a t t h i s Conference a u t h o r i z e s u c h 
expanded Department of R e l i g i o u s Educa t ion and A c t i v i t i e s , t o o p e r a t e a s b e f o r e 
under t h e g e n e r a l s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e Committee on R e l i g i o u s and Synagogue P rog rams . 
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This i s n o t t o s a y — and i t i s f a r f rom s a y i n g — t h a t t h e growing impor t ance 
and p o p u l a r i t y o f our r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l work can i n any way imply t h a t ou r 
r e l i g i o u s program and p r o j e c t s should — o r cou ld — s u p p l a n t t h e C o u n c i l ' s 
n e v e r - c e a s i n g v i g i l a n c e on o t h e r f r o n t s o f "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t a c t i v i t y . Now 
more t h a n e v e r , e f f o r t i s n e c e s s a r y I n t h e s e c u l a r , p o l i t i c a l , and p u b l i c r e -
l a t i o n s a r e a s o f American l i f e and t h o u g h t . Our r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s supplement 
and complement, r a t h e r t h a n s u p p l a n t o r s u b s t i t u t e f o r , our o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s . 
Zionism and I s r a e l i s m have a d u l t e r a t e d our Juda i sm, invaded our Americanism, 
c a p t u r e d ou r "Jewish communi t i es , " and i n d o c t r i n a t e d our y o u t h . I t i s incumbent 
upon us t o oppose and expose t h o s e i n f l u e n c e s ־wherever t h e y m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s 
and t o a f f i r m In eve ry r e s p e c t t h e deep c o n v i c t i o n s and h i g h p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e 
American Counc i l f o r Juda i sm• 

IX. Other R e l i g i o u s A c t i v i t i g g 

B r i e f ment ion might be made a t t h i s p o i n t o f some of t h e C o u n c i l ' s g e n e r a l 
r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s , o t h e r t h a n t h e many s p e c i f i c p r o j e c t s a l r e a d y r e p o r t e d on 
a t l e n g h t . For example, d u r i n g t h e p a s t two y e a r s , p e r t i n e n t Rosh Hashanah and 
Yom Kippur messages p r e p a r e d by our R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r have been p u b l i s h e d I n 
Counc i l News. Newspaper r e l e a s e s of l a s t F a l l ' s message, d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h e 
Anglo-Jewish and g e n e r a l p r e s s by our P u b l i c i t y D i r e c t o r , won wide a t t e n t i o n 
th roughou t t h e c o u n t r y and he lped g a i n a h e a r i n g f o r t h e r e l i g i o u s p h i l o s o p h y 
of t h e American Counci l f o r J u d a i s m . A s i m i l a r message f o r P a s s o v e r was p r e -
pa red f o r l a s t month ' s Counc i l News. 

I n keeping w i t h ou r p o s i t i o n on t h e s e p a r a t i o n o f p o l i t i c s and r e l i g i o n 
o r Church and S t a t e , i n Counci l News a r t i c l e s i n March and Oc tobe r , 1952, r e s p e c t -
i v e l y : (1) We c r i t i c i z e d t h e r o l e of t h e Synagogue Counc i l o f America i n p r o -
mot ing I s r a e l i bond s a l e s . We charged t h e Union of American Hebrew Congrega t ions 
and t h e C e n t r a l Conference of American Rabbis r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n t h e Synagogue 
Counc i l of America w i t h b e t r a y i n g t h e i r Reform c o n s t i t u e n t s ; we e x p l a i n e d t h a t 
t h e y should have voted a g a i n s t — and t h e r e f o r e ve toed — such a c t i o n , s i n c e 
unan imi ty i s r e q u i r e d by t h e Synagogue C o u n c i l ' s c o n s t i t u t i o n . (2) We a t t a c k e d 
t h e p r i n c i p l e and p o l i c y of s e l l i n g I s r a e l i bonds f rom Synagogue and Temple 
p u l p i t s a t any t ime - - and e s p e c i a l l y a t r e l i g i o u s New Y e a r ' s and Day o f A tone-
ment s e r v i c e s . The i m p r o p r i e t y of e x p l o i t i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u B s p i r i t 
of even such "minor" h o l i d a y s a s Chanukah and Pur im by s t a g i n g sho-ws t o s e l l 
I s r a e l i bonds was argued by our N a t i o n a l O f f i c e d u r i n g t h e p a s t w i n t e r months 
i n a f r u i t l e s s cor respondence w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e Union of American 
Hebrew Congregat ions and t h e C e n t r a l Conference of American R a b b i s . 

As t h i s Committee r e p o r t was p r e p a r e d , t h e B i e n n i a l Counc i l of t h e Union of 
American Hebrew Congregat ions was y e t t o t a k e p l a c e i n New York C i t y on A p r i l 
19-23; and when t h i s r e p o r t i s p r e s e n t e d t o you, t h a t B i e n n i a l w i l l have become 
h i s t o r y . I t shou ld be i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e what , i f a n y t h i n g , t r a n s p i r e d t h e r e 
v i s - a - v i s t h e Union ' s and C o u n c i l ' s d i v e r g e n t concep t s o f a Juda i sm f o r A m e r i c a n s . 

X. E x p r e s s i o n of A p p r e c i a t i o n 

This r e p o r t would n o t be complete w i t h o u t t h e e x p r e s s i o n of deep a p p r e c i a t i o n 
t o Rabbi Baron f o r h i s o u t s t a n d i n g work a s R e l i g i o u s D i r e c t o r d u r i n g t h e p a s t 
y e a r ; and t o t h e s t a f f members, g e n e r a l l y and i n d i v i d u a l l y , f o r t h e i r v a l u e d 
a s s i s t a n c e i n t h i s impor t an t and d i f f i c u l t p i o n e e r i n g j o b . The kind o f p r o g r e s s 
t h e y have made r e p r e s e n t s many headaches and h e a r t a c h e s , and a g r e a t t o l l o f t ime 
and energy i n s t r e n u o u s over t ime d o s e s . C o n t r a r y t o p u b l i c f a n c y , such r e s u l t s 
do n o t • j u s t h a p p e n . ' 
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XI . Conclus ions and Recommendations 

I t i s unnecessa ry a t t h i s p o i n t t o summarize t h i s e x t e n s i v e r e p o r t . Tha t 
was done i n a few words on t h e very f i r s t page . Th i s Tenth A n n i v e r s a r y C o n f e r -
ence can q u i t e s a f e l y r e i t e r a t e t h e R e s o l u t i o n s o f p a s t Confe rences , s e c u r e i n 
t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f how remarkably and r i g h t l y t h e y fo resaw and fo rewarned a g a i n s t 
t h e p r e c i s e p e r i l s w i th which Zionism and l a r a e l i s m have c o n f r o n t e d t h e s t a t u s 
o f Americans of J e w i s h f a i t h . Pe rmi t me a l s o - - i n a l l h u m i l i t y — t o r e p e a t t h i s 
Commit tee 's recommendations of one and two y e a r s ago ; "because t h e y a r e s t i l l so 
p e r t i n e n t and t i m e l y t o d a y : 

( a ) Immediate Recommendations of i952 (#1—5 r e p e a t e d f rom 1951) 

1 . We recorrmend t h e c r e a t i o n of a s t i l l l a r g e r f o r c e o f Counc i l 
members who w i l l s e r v e a s R e l i g i o u s Schoo l t e a c h e r s . Th is 
o b v i o u s l y d o v e t a i l s w i th t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r b e t t e r R e l i g i o u s 
Schoo l t e x t b o o k m a t e r i a l , which we have a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d i n 
t h i s r e p o r t . 

2 . We recommend t h a t e f f o r t s be made t o a r r a n g e programs a t which 
our p o i n t o f view may be p r e s e n t e d a t d i s c u s s i o n groups o r o t h e r 
a p p r o p r i a t e mee t ings w i t h i n c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . 

3. We recommend t h a t Board mee t ings and a n n u a l c o n g r e g a t i o n a l mee t ings 
be f a i t h f u l l y a t t e n d e d by a l l t h o s e who s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e i n t h e 
concept of Juda i sm as a u n i v e r s a l r e l i g i o n and who w i l l e x e r c i s e 
t h e i r vo tes a c c o r d i n g l y . 

We recommend a p e r s i s t e n t endeavor t o encourage t h e u s e o f 
p u l p i t s f o r sermons s t r e s s i n g t h e u n i v e r s a l c h a r a c t e r o f J u d a i s m 

We cOEmend t י5 h e e x c e l l e n t r e c o r d of Counc i l members i n t h e i r 
a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s t o which 
t h e y be long ; and we a r e proud o f t h e i r l e a d e r s h i p i n c o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
l i f e a s p r e s i d e n t s , s e c r e t a r i e s , t r u s t e e s , e t c . We recommend t h a t 
a l l Counc i l members d e d i c a t e t hemse lves t o even more a c t i v e p a r t i c -
i p a t i o n i n t h e i r c o n g r e g a t i o n a l a f f a i r s and r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s . 

6 . We recommend t h a t t h e r e s o l u t i o n adop ted by ou r Conference l a s t 
-yea r (1951) , e n t i t l e d "Our Youth ," be r e - a f f i r m e d . We c a l l a t t e n -
t i o n t o one s p e c i f i c pa rag raph which r e a d s as f o l l o w s : 

"We c a l l upon t h e Union o f American Hebrew C o n g r e g a t i o n s , and 
a l l o t h e r R a b b i n i c a l and l a y l e a d e r s i n Juda i sm, t o r e c o g n i z e 
t h e s e f a c t s , t o review t h e c o n t e n t of t e x t b o o k s , and t o t a k e 
t h e i n i t i a t i v e i n r e f o r m i n g o u r R e l i g i o u s Schoo l s so t h a t 
t h e y w i l l be worthy o f t h e t r a d i t i o n s o f our f a i t h . " 

7• We c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o a s u g g e s t i o n made by t h e Round-Table on 
Textbooks and R e l i g i o u s Schoo l Problems i n i t s r e p o r t a t ou r 
Annual Conference l a s t yea r (1951) : 

"As an o r g a n i z e d l o c a l Counc i l e f f o r t , and f u r t h e r t o u t i l i z e 
t h e work of t h e N a t i o n a l O f f i c e , i t i s o f u tmost impor tance 
t h a t e v e r y c h a p t e r of t h e C o u n c i l c r e a t e a committee t o d e a l 
s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h t h e problem of t e x t b o o k s and J e w i s h e d u c a t i o n . 



Gradwohl — 19 

"Through e d u c a t i o n o f s m a l l groups o f p a r e n t s o f J e w i s h 
c h i l d r e n , t h e r e i s no doubt t h a t s t r o n g s e n t i m e n t a g a i n s t 
c u r r e n t t e s t 1)001:3 and p r a c t i c e s can "be g e n e r a t e d among 
members o f even t h e most s t r o n g l y Z i o n i s t - d o m i n a t e d 
Temples. While t h e Chapter committee on e d u c a t i o n would 
p r o v i d e t h e s t i m u l u s , t h e r e s u l t i n g o rgan ized e f f o r t of 
J e w i s h p a r e n t s shou ld n o t "be Counc i l - sponso red o r c o n t r o l l e d . 
I t should "be a n o n - p a r t i s a n e f f o r t on t h e p a r t of J e w i s h 
p a r e n t s of t h e Temple t o use t h e i r s t r e n g t h i n an o r g a n i z e d 
f a s h i o n t o i n f l u e n c e t h e Rabbi , t h e Temple !Board, and t h e 
Temple e d u c a t i o n c o s m i t t e e . " 

We recommend t h a t t h e need t o implement t h i s s u g g e s t i o n be 
impressed upon our Chapter l e a d e r s t h roughou t t h e c o u n t r y 
and t h a t t h e y c a l l Chap te r meet ings a s soon a s p o s s i b l e w i t h 
a view t o s e c u r i n g a c t i o n i n t h e i r v a r i o u s communi t ies . 

8 . We f u r t h e r c a l l t o t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h i s Conference t h a t 
t h e v a r i o u s p r o j e c t s env i saged i n t h i s (1952) r e p o r t r e -
q u i r e funds over and above t h e C o u n c i l ' s normal r e q u i r e -
men t s . . . 

Long-Range Recommendations of 1952 

We recommend a s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s and problems 
o f t h e s u r v i v a l o r r e v i v a l of a s p i r i t u a l , u n i v e r s a l i s t i c , and non-
n a t i o n a l i s t i c Juda i sm — and what we can do abou t i t . Th i s might 
i nvo lve a s t u d y of t h e t r e n d of Orthodox, C o n s e r v a t i v e , and Reform 
Juda i sm in America away f rom r e l i g i o n and towards n a t i o n a l i s m - - and 
a f r a n k f a c i n g up t o t h e r e s u l t s of such a s t u d y showing what J u d a i s m 
has become, o r i s becoming, t o d a y . I t might i nvo lve a s t u d y of ways 
and means by which t h e Counc i l , th rough i t s N a t i o n a l and R e g i o n a l 
O f f i c e s , i t s Chapters and i n d i v i d u a l members, might i n s t i l i n young 
J e w i s h men of a n o n - n a t i o n a l i s t i c b e n t an i n t e r e s t i n t h e R a b b i n a t e 
a s a c a r e e r th rough which t h e y may s e r v e t o r e i n s t a t e some b a l a n c e 
and p r e v e n t t h e American Rabb ina t e f rom f a l l i n g whol ly i n t o t h e hands 
of t h o s e w i th a n a t i o n a l i s t i c o r i e n t a t i o n t o J u d a i s m . I t might 
i nvo lve more s e r i o u s a t t e n t i o n t h a n we have h e r e t o f o r e g iven t o ways 
and means by which we may win t h e young c o l l e g e s t u d e n t on t h e campus. 
I t h i n k i t i s w e l l f o r us t o beg in t o a r t i c u l a t e our concern as t o 
t h e s u r v i v a l — and r e v i v a l - - o f u n i v e r s a l J u d a i s m ; f o r t h e t ime 
may come when, a s a t r i b a l i s m , i t w i l l c o n f r o n t t h o s e o f us who 
r e v e r e i t as a f a i t h w i t h a p rofound dilemma. 

Conclus ion 

Let me conclude by r e t u r n i n g t o t h e opening q u o t a t i o n i n t h i s r e p o r t — 
r e p e a t e d from o t h e r y e a r s . Al though t h e Counc i l a p p e a r s t o be j u s t 
abou t t h e on ly hope and l e a v e n i n g i n f l u e n c e f o r a r e t u r n of Reform Jews 
t o c l a s s i c a l , P r o p h e t i c Reform Juda i sm, t h e American Counc i l f o r 
Juda i sm i s n o t j u s t a "Counci l f o r Reform J u d a i s m " , b u t more b r o a d l y 
s p e a k i n g , a "Counci l f o r American Judaism" - - n o t e x c l u d i n g b u t w e l -
coming among i t s members l i ke -minded n o n - n a t i o n a l i s t i c and a n t i - Z i o n i s t 
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a d h e r e n t s of a p u r e l y r e l i g i o u s Orthodox Juda i sm and 
Conse rva t ive J u d a i s m . F o r , we s a y now, a s we d i d i n 1949; 

"We "believe t h a t e x p r e s s i o n s of Orthodox, C o n s e r v a t i v e , 
and Reform Juda i sm f r e e o f " J e w i s h " n a t i o n a l i s m and 
s t r e s s i n g t h e u n i v e r s a l t r a d i t i o n s i n ou r f a i t h a r e 
e s s e n t i a l t o t h e s u r v i v a l o f Juda i sm i n America and 
t o comple te ly i n t e g r a t e d l i v e s f o r our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s 
h e r e . To t h e f u l l e s t ex tend of /•*sources a v a i l a b l e 
f o r t h a t pu rpose , we p l edge t h e American C o u n c i l f o r 
Juda i sm t o a s s i s t i n t h e r e v i t a l i ? a t i o n of such u n i -
v e r s a l e x p r e s s i o n s of J u d a i s m . " 

* * 
 ׳X1 ,X X• ׳X׳
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My opening s ta tement w i l l d i f f e r i n two ways, I hope, f rom the e x c e l l e n t 
r e p o r t you have j u s t r ece ived f rom Mr. Gradwohl. Mr. Gradwohl, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
has been a b l e to enjoy only v i c a r i o u s l y some of the f r u i t s of a l a b o r he has 
performed f o r a number of yea r s and a viewpoint he has so e n e r g e t i c a l l y p r e -
sented a t previous c o n f e r e n c e s . I say u n f o r t u n a t e l y , because as n a t i o n a l c h a i r -
man of t h e R e l i g i o u s and Synagogue Program Committee he has been a b l e t o en joy 
our p rog res s i n t h i s f i e l d only through r e p o r t s t h a t have come t o him throughout 
t h e y e a r , cover ing our p rogress i n p laces removed f rom h i s home town of L i n c o l n . 
He has had t o watch t h e whole scene and been unable t o p a r t i c i p a t e d i r e c t l y i n 
the s a t i s f y i n g work r e l a t e d t o a ry one of t h e s e p r o j e c t s , as I have done i n 
Chicago. To t h a t e x t e n t iry r e p o r t should add impress ions which Mr. Gradwohl 
was simply geograph ica l ly unable t o o b t a i n . 

Secondly, Mr. Gradwohl's r e p o r t was, by i t s c h a r a c t e r , conf ined l a r g e l y 
t o an e v a l u a t i o n of our accomplishments dur ing t h e pas t y e a r , I/y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
i s t o a t tempt t o put b e f o r e t h i s p a n e l , a s a b a s i s f o r d i s c u s s i o n t o g e t h e r w i t h 
h i s r e p o r t of t h e p a s t y e a r , some p r o j e c t i o n of t h i s r e l i g i o u s school program 
i n t o the f u t u r e ; a t imid and modest a t t empt t o s p e c u l a t e about f u t u r e problems 
— as we l l as p r o g r e s s . 

Let me f i r s t of a l l then share w i th you the p l e a s a n t p a r t of my c o n t r i b u -
t i o n ; some obse rva t ions and impress ions I ga the red t h i s p a s t year working 
c l o s e l y w i th t h e l a r g e s t of the C o u n c i l ' s school p r o j e c t s -י- t h e School f o r 
Judaism on Chicago ' s North Shore . 

1 . luSy most dramat ic impression י— and by now i t i s more t han impres s ion , 
f o r i t has been proven a f a c t i n t a n g i b l e membership and f i n a n c i a l r e s u l t s — 
i s t h a t t h e school program has opened the door t o a f a v o r a b l e response t o the 
Council i n p l aces where we were unable t o s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t b e f o r e . 

I want t o l eave no misunderstanding about ny f e e l i n g s i n t h i s r e g a r d . 
Because t h i s v a s t l y i nc reased response i s now demons t rab le , I do no t advoca te , 
f o r a moment, any r e d u c t i o n of t h e C o u n c i l ' s v i g i l a n c e i n t h e s e c u l a r - p o l i t i c a l 
f i e l d . Tha t , i n my op in ion , would be ca t a s t roph ic . . 

A l l t h a t I mean t o convey h e r e i s t h a t t h e r e l i g i o u s educa t ion program i s 
something t a n g i b l e , c lo se a t hand, e a s i l y s e e n , a l though not so complete ly unde r -
s tood as we might l i k e i n a l l of i t s r a m i f i c a t i o n s wi thout something of t h e same 
c a r e f u l , p r e c i s e approach t o c l a r i f y bo th i d e a s and terminology as we have used 
i n the s e c u l a r - p o l i t i c a l f a c e t s of our work. And t h e r e i s no v a l i d r ea son why 
we should no t p rosecu t e t h i s c l o s e - a t - h a n d r e l i g i o u s program as v igorous ly as 
p o s s i b l e , u s ing i t as a means — more s u c c e s s f u l than any we have y e t employed — 
t o inform people of the Counc i l . At the same t ime , of c o u r s e , w i th i n t e g r i t y 
and honesty we must i n the f u t u r e , as we have throughout t h i s pas t y e a r , t r e a t 
t he development of t h i s program w i t h t h e p rope r concern and a t t e n t i o n i t 
deserves on i t s own m e r i t s . 
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This was t h e b a s i s on which we ope ra t ed i n Ch icago . I n t e r e s t i n t h e 
C o u n c i l came, i n most i n s t a n c e s , as an i n e v i t a b l e accompaniment of a s s o c i a t i o n 
and under a u s p i c e s more f r i e n d l y and f a v o r a b l e t h a n t h e u s u a l Counc i l meet ing 
s e t up f o r t h e purpose of p r o s e l y t i z i n g . 

2 . The second p o i n t I wish t o make and i t , t o o , i s no l o n g e r an impres -
s i o n b u t a demons t r ab le f a c t , i s t h a t t h e mere announcement of a r e l i g i o u s 
s c h o o l b u i l t on t h e promise t o t e a c h a Judaism f r e e of " Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m 
evoked a r e s p o n s e beyond any th ing we had b e l i e v e d we would h a v e . T h i s was t r u e 
no t only among Counc i l members bu t among non-members, a l s o . The r e s u l t h a s 
been t h a t many people who d id no t send t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o any of t h e e x i s t i n g 
r e l i g i o u s s choo l s and some who were no t members of any c o n g r e g a t i o n s e i z e d , 
w i t h r e a l e n t h u s i a s m , t h e o p p o r t u n i t y a f f o r d e d by the C o u n c i l ' s s c h o o l . 

I n b o t h t h e s e g r o u p s , t h e a t t r a c t i o n t o t h e s c h o o l s t i r r e d an i n t e r e s t 
i n knowing more about Judaism, Teachers ' mee t ings , p a r e n t - t e a c h e r a s s o c i a t i o n 
mee t ings , and j u s t f r e q u e n t p a r l o r c o n v e r s a t i o n i n C h i c a g o ' s North Shore , 
f r e q u e n t l y t u r n e d on some e a r n e s t e f f o r t s t o unde r s t and b e t t e r and more 
t ho rough ly t h i s k ind of Juda ism; f rom where had i t come; what had happened t h a t 
a g e n e r a t i o n had l o s t i t ; how could i t be r e v i v e d and expanded. One s t e p i n 
a t t e m p t i n g t o meet t h e s e q u e s t i o n s a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y was t h e l e c t u r e s e r i e s ivhich 
Elmer Berger came t o Chicago t o p r e s e n t . 

And I should l i k e t o submit i t a s our p r a c t i c a l e x p e r i e n c e t h a t you 
cannot d i s c u s s the development and ideo logy of a d e - n a t i o n a l i z e d Judaism w i t h o u t 
b r i n g i n g a l s o t o t hose who a r e i n t e r e s t e d some u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e s e c u l a r and 
p o l i t i c a l problems posed f o r American Jews by "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s . 

The p rope r d i s c h a r g e of our o b l i g a t i o n s t o answer competent ly and 
tho rough ly a l l of t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , f o r p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s a s w e l l a s c h i l d r e n 
i s , i n my o p i n i o n , a h i g h r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the Counci l i n 
connec t ion wi th t h e whole program. As we e n t e r more and more i n t o t h i s work, 
we must r e a l i z e t h a t our o b l i g a t i o n i s no t l i m i t e d t o the c h i l d r e n , b u t 
i n c l u d e s a d u l t s , i n one way or a n o t h e r a s s o c i a t e d wi th t h e s c h o o l s , a s w e l l . 

3• My t h i r d impress ion i s t h a t we cannot l o o k f o r much h e l p f rom t h e 
e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s of Reform Judaism. The more the Counci l works a t p r o -
duc ing t e x t s and b l u e - p r i n t i n g c u r r i c u l a , t h e more a p p a r e n t i t i s t h a t we have 
every advantage i n be ing an i n d e p e n d e n t , homogeneous group t h a t knows what i t 
wants and, even i f s l o w l y , knows how t o go about g e t t i n g i t . 

I n t h e e x i s t i n g m a t e r i a l s — as i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t produce or u s e 
them — t h e r e i s g e n e r a l l y t o be found , a t b e s t , t h a t ambigui ty abou t Jews and 
Judaism which l e a d s over t h e p r e c i p i c e . Counc i l m a t e r i a l i s s h a r p , i d e o l o g -
i c a l l y s u r e , and i t s d i r e c t i o n i s unmis takab ly c l e a r . At t h e same t ime we have 
avoided g r i n d i n g any axes or b l a t a n t i n d o c t r i n a t i o n . 

Ii . My f o u r t h , p l e a s a n t impres s ion can be s t a t e d s imply — a l s o now a s a 
demons t rab le f a c t . The C o u n c i l ' s s c h o o l , i n Chicago a t any r a t e , has l a i d t o 
r e s t t h e canard t h a t you cannot have Juda ism w i t h o u t a " J ewi sh peop le" c o n c e p t . 
We have demons t ra ted t h a t i t i s p o s s i b l e t o have Judaism of a u n i v e r s a l 
c h a r a c t e r because t h e r e a r e jews who want —• and perhaps I may even say need — 
such a Judaism on t h e b a s i s of t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l , p e r s o n a l s p i r i t u a l r e q u i r e -
ments ; and c e r t a i n l y t h a t t h e r e a r e Jews who, whatever t h e i r own f e e l i n g s , want 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o have such a Judaism. And we have l e a r n e d t o o , even on t h e 
b a s i s of the i nadequa t e t o o l s we have been a b l e t o p roduce , t h a t t h i s i s a 
Judaism of s u f f i c i e n t v i t a l i t y and meaning t o i n t e r e s t c h i l d r e n . F o r I d a r e 
s a y , f rom f i r s t hand o b s e r v a t i o n , t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n i n our schoo l a r e , a t l e a s t 
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as i n t e r e s t e d as those i n schoo l s where the in troduct ion of much I s r a e l i s e g r e -
gat ing mater ia l and i d e a s i s f r e q u e n t l y expla ined by saying that i t makes f o r 
the i n t e r e s t of the c h i l d r e n . 

These, I b e l i e v e , are f a i r l y s u b s t a n t i a l impress ions on which to proceed 
and expand t h i s program. But I would be t e l l i n g l e s s than try part of the s t o r y 
i f I l e f t you wi th the impression that no other thoughts or s p e c u l a t i o n s 
occupied the minds of those of us i n Chicago who have been most c l o s e l y 
i d e n t i f i e d wi th the s c h o o l . And so I turn now, as important and somewhat more 
vexing subjec t s f o r i n c l u s i o n i n t h i s panel d i s c u s s i o n , t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 
some of the problems ahead. 

(1) The f i r s t problem i s r e a l — and f a i r l y immediate. The Counci l 
s t a f f has done a hero ic job of assembling acceptable materia l from wherever i t 
i s a v a i l a b l e and of producing i t s own mater ia l where nothing acceptable could 
be found. But the f a c t i s that f o r a f u l l - s c a l e program such as we are o p e r a t i c 
i n Chicago, there are s t i l l l apses and they w i l l be even l a r g e r and more 
numerous next year and the years f o l l o w i n g . I do not know a l l the answers t o 
the problem of how more blood can be obtained from the s t o n e . How i s the Council 
s t a f f t o continue a l l of i t s present r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and s t e p up i t s production 
of the mater ia l s needed f a r the program? 

One thing i s obvious . More personnel must be had. How much more, w i l l 
probably be condit ioned more by our f i n a n c e s than by our need, but I b e l i e v e one 
of the th ings t h i s panel can d i s c u s s wi th p r o f i t t o i t s e l f and the Council 
o f f i c e r s , i s the a d v i s a b i l i t y of concentrat ing any a d d i t i o n a l personne l , i n the 
immediate f u t u r e , i n t h i s department. 

(2) Oddly enoragh, though by no means i n c o n s i s t e n t w i th t h i s f i r s t 
problem, i s my observat ion that a t p r e s e n t , there i s not enough need f o r the 
Counc i l ' s c r e a t i o n s i n t h i s f i e l d . Let me make c l e a r what I mean. 

As Mr. Gradwohl'3 report i n d i c a t e d , we have had a response , a f t e r l e s s 
than a year of r e a l operat ion of t h i s program, t h a t i s among the most encourag-
ing things in the t e n years of the Counci l ' s e x i s t e n c e . We have , i f I may 
repeat , not only the three independent schoo l s but a wide — and I am happy t o 
hear — growing acceptance of our mater ia l s i n e x i s t i n g s c h o o l s . 

But there i s ne i ther system nor d i r e c t i o n t o t h i s part of the j o b . We 
cast our bread upon the waters and, except f o r the three independent s c h o o l s , we 
must be s a t i s f i e d with what comes back v i a pos tage-pa id , return mai l . 

I have more than once observed that a l l the time and a t t e n t i o n and money 
which the Council i s spending in t h i s f i e l d cannot be j u s t i f i e d i f we are merely 
t o supply the Chicago schoo l and the two, much smal ler groups. 

Bes ides , i t i s bad salesmanship and bus ines s t o have a commodity which 
i t i s now c lear many want, and not have a t l e a s t a minimum s a l e s f o r c e t o take 
i t out of the warehouse to the customer. 

In the c o r r e c t i o n of genera l ly e x i s t i n g r e l i g i o u s school pa t t erns we 
have a program t h a t , in i t s e l f , warrants everything we can do t o f u r t h e r i t . 
In pursuing that end we a l s o provide a great many counc i l people with an answer 
t o a ques t ion which I am sure you have a l l heard many t imes , "What i s t h e r e 
f o r us t o do? Why have Council chapters?1* 

We no longer have t h a t problem, i n any fundamental way, i n Chicago. 
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Chicago was for tunate i n having a reg iona l o f f i c e . To extend the 
b e n e f i t s of t h i s program, both f o r i t s e l f and as an organ iza t iona l p r o j e c t f o r 
the Council takes planning and systemat ic d i r e c t i o n . 

I b e l i e v e t h a t i f a d d i t i o n a l personnel can be supplied i n the Nat ional 
O f f i c e , i n add i t ion t o helping create new m a t e r i a l s , the person s e l e c t e d should 
be an administrator and organizer f o r the purpose of expanding the p o t e n t i a l 
market we know e x i s t s , f o r what we have t o o f f e r . 

I want t o make i t emphatical ly c l ear tha t I do not b e l i e v e such expansio% 
must be i n the form of independent s c h o o l s . In some p l a c e s , as i n those where 
we already have such independent s c h o o l s , t h i s may be the r e s u l t . In other 
p laces we can attempt t o have our mater ia l s adopted by e x i s t i n g s c h o o l s . Some-
times t h i s can be accomplished e a s i l y , through mere contact with f r i e n d l y rabbis 
by Rabbi Baron. But i f we are r e a l l y s er ious about extending our i n f l u e n c e i n 
t h i s f i e l d — e i t h e r through independent schoo l s or from w i t h i n e x i s t i n g schools , 
we cannot depend s o l e l y on the b a s i s of mail contac t s which Rabbi Baron f i n d s i t 
p o s s i b l y t o e s t a b l i s h wi th Rabbis. Progress c a l l s f o r informed committees, 
among Council people and others in many communitiesj committees which, a f t e r 
informing themselves , w i l l u t i l i z e the accepted , democratic procedures of con-
grega t iona l operat ions to bring our mater ia l s to the a t t e n t i o n of people 
re spons ib l e f o r the d i r e c t i o n of these s c h o o l s . 

F a i l u r e t o have them accepted , a f t e r t h a t point i s reached, may r e s u l t i n 
the formation of independent schoo l s — or may n o t . But the important th ing i s 
tha t somehow we must match f i e l d work and planning of f i e l d work with the 
prodigious e f f o r t now being made on the c r e a t i v e l e v e l by the C o u n c i l ' s National 
O f f i c e s t a f f . 

(3) This l eads me t o ny th ird observat ion i n t h i s category of f u t u r e 
problems and s p e c u l a t i o n s . We are n o t , i n ny op in ion , planning t o s t a r t a new 
denomination of Judaism. We are rev iv ing — and extending — the bas ic prin-*•. 
c i p l e s of Reform Judaism ( f o r so f a r only Reform Jews have asked f o r or accepted 
our h e l p in t h i s r e l i g i o u s education f i e l d ) as those p r i n c i p l e s were f i r s t s e e n 
by the founders of the movement. And, in the p r o c e s s , we have learned that 
these p r i n c i p l e s s t i l l have v i t a l i t y and v a l i d i t y to an encouraging number 
of Jews. 

But what s h a l l we do i f we cannot persuade the l e a d e r s h i p of the 
e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s of Reform t o f i rm up t h e i r l o y a l t i e s t o these p r i n c i p l e s ? 
Or how s h a l l we go about he lp ing them f i r m up that l c y a l t y ? 

For we cannot continue t o operate i n a l imbo, saying — as i t i s true -י-
we do not want t o create a new denomination i n Judaism and y e t f i n d i n g no 
e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s and few, i f any rabbis a v a i l a b l e to lead and d i r e c t the 
Judaism we have a lready s e t i n motion. 

There are some here and others in the Council not here , who are 
i n f l u e n t i a l i n the i n s t i t u t i o n s of Reform. Perhaps they can he lp . Perhaps we 
can help them more than we have. 

I r a i s e the ques t ion י— without knowing the answer. But I r a i s e i t 
because the more s u c c e s s f u l i s our program i n the r e l i g i o u s f i e l d , the more 
acute w i l l become our awareness of t h i s dilemma and the more urgent our need 
t o r e s o l v e i t . 
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I h a v e , by now, t a k e n more of your t ime t h a n I should have i n a 
con fe rence which has been de s igned t o encourage t h e g r e a t e s t amount of f r e e 
d i s c u s s i o n . But i n view of t h e importance of the problem i t s e l f , of t h e a d -
van tages t h i s program may have f o r t h e C o u n c i l , of t h e degree t o which t h e 
Counc i l has i d e n t i f i e d i t s e l f w i th t h i s kind of work, t h e r e i s perhaps no 
s u b j e c t of more urgency even though t h e r e a r e o t h e r s of no l e s s impor tance t o 
come b e f o r e y o u . 

I t i s most i m p o r t a n t f o r you t o r e a l i z e t h a t i n what i t has so f a r done, 
t h e Counc i l h a s surged i n t o a p o s i t i o n of l e a d e r s h i p . I , of c o u r s e , b e l i e v e 
t h a t t ime w i l l a l s o demons t ra te we have been l e a d e r s i n our e v a l u a t i o n of t h e 
s e c u l a r - p o l i t i c a l f a c e t s of the problem. But t h e t ime f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of our 
l e a d e r s h i p i n t h i s r e l i g i o u s f i e l d i s h e r e — now. And l e a d e r s h i p i s neve r an 
unmixed b l e s s i n g . I t has b rough t a l l of us s a t i s f a c t i o n and g r a t i f i c a t i o n . I t 
has g r e a t l y added t o t h e work l oad of an a l r e a d y over-burdened s t a f f . And, no t 
l e a s t , a s I have t r i e d t o i n d i c a t e h e r e , i t p r e s a g e s even g r e a t e r p rob lems , 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s — and perhaps c o n t r o v e r s i e s — ahead. 

As we i n t h e Counci l have long known — t h e r e i s no easy road t o s u c c e s s 
i n t h i s b u s i n e s s t o which we have d e d i c a t e d t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . The r e l i g i o u s 
program proves t h e r u l e — and i s no t t o be t r e a t e d l i g h t l y a s an e x c e p t i o n . I t 
w i l l e i t h e r go fo rward or i t w i l l go backward — and you should be aware t h a t i t 
can appea r t o go backward i f i t does no t go forward f a s t enough t o keep pace 
w i t h t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s we have brought upon o u r s e l v e s by s imply s t a r t i n g 
t h e work . 

I hope t h e r e f o r e t h a t a s you t a k e p l e a s u r e i n Mr. Gradwohl ' s r e p o r t and 
q u e s t i o n e i t h e r him or me about t h e accomplishments of t h e p a s t , you w i l l a l s o 
no t be unmind fu l i n t h i s p a n e l of t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r f a c i n g up t o , and a t t e m p t i n g 
t o answer , some of t h e a lmos t c e r t a i n q u e s t i o n s of the immediate f u t u r e . 

* 
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This pane l i s supposed t o d e a l w i t h t h e Middle E a s t , and our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e problems of t h a t p a r t of the wor ld , as Americans and as 
Jews. Dr . Lazaron w i l l t a k e on where I l eave o f f . His i s t h e more d i f f i c u l t 
ass ignment , because what I want t o t r y t o do i s t o ske t ch i n b roades t o u t l i n e s 
a few b a s i c f a c t s which we must a l l a p p r e c i a t e i f we a re to d i s c u s s our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o the a r e a . Dr. Lazaron has the t a s k of r e l a t i n g those f a c t s 
t o the purposes and p r i n c i p l e s of the American Council f o r Judaism, so t h a t a t 
l e a s t we can a l l come t o some g e n e r a l l y agreed ideas as t o , f i r s t , whether we 
of the Council have an i n t e r e s t i n the Middle East beyond t h e i n t e r e s t we have 
i n common w i t h our f e l l o w Americans of o t h e r f a i t h s ; secondly i ג f t h e Counci l 
has a unique concern wi th the !f iddle Eas t , j u s t what i s t h a t unique i n t e r e s t , 
and, t h i r d l y , what , i f anyth ing , we can and should do about i t . 

Without any f u r t h e r ado, t h e r e f o r e , l e t me ge t on w i t h my p a r t of 
t h e d i s c u s s i o n . The f i r s t and, perhaps most important f a c t t h a t I want t o 
p o i n t out i s t h a t the Middle East p r e s e n t s I n f i n i t e l y more problems t h a n t h e 
one which g e t s most of t h e a t t e n t i o n of American Jews — the I s r a e l i - A r a b 
c o n f l i c t s . To unders tand and form anything approaching a c o r r e c t e v a l u a t i o n , 
we must see t h e Middle East i n i t s t r u e l i g h t i n t h e modern w o r l d . We must go 
back a t l e a s t a l i t t l e way i n h i s t o r y , and we must recognize t h a t we a r e 
t a l k i n g about popu l a t i on masses of hundreds of m i l l i o n s of p e o p l e . 

Before t h i s audience, i t i s ha rd ly necessa ry t o p o i n t o u t t h a t a 
ve ry r e a l d i s t i n c t i o n e x i s t s between Jews and Z i o n i s t s , between t h o s e w i t h 
a common r e l i g i o u s background and a group w i t h common p o l i t i c a l b e l i e f s and 
common p o l i t i c a l ambi t ions . S i m i l a r l y , we must unders tand t h e d i f f e r e n c e 
between Moslems and Arabs. 

The Arab world may be s a i d t o inc lude e s s e n t i a l l y t h e Middle Eas t , 
w i th some ex tens ions of popu l a t i on i n t o o t h e r a reas such as A f r i c a . The 
Moslem wor ld , however, extends f rom Casablanca on t h e At l an t i c c o a s t of 
A f r i c a a l l t h e way to t h e P a c i f i c shores of Southeas t A s i a . 

Every degree of development, from extreme backwardness t o extreme 
modernity can be found in t h e Moslem wor ld . Never f o r one moment should we 
t h i n k of t hose people a s i n f e r i o r . To do t h a t i s not only i n a c c u r a t e bu t i s 
t o i n v i t e d i s a s t e r . Thei r c i v i l i z a t i o n s a r e among the o l d e s t on t h i s p l a n e t ; 
t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e and a r t s among t h e f i n e s t man has ever produced, and t h e i r 
r e l i g i o n one of t h e g r e a t examples of man's unders tand ing of h imse l f and t h e 
deeper meanings of human l i f e . 
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Iforeover, when European c i v i l i z a t i o n e n t e r e d t h e long n i g h t we c a l l 
t h e Middle Ages, t h i s Arab c i v i l i z a t i o n was v i r i l e and e n l i g h t e n e d . Among 
o t h e r t h i n g s , i t saved many Jews who, d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s would have been t h e 
v i c t i m s of t h e c o n t i n u i n g i n q u i s i t i o n s un leashed by a mad combina t ion of most 
of E u r o p e ' s r u l i n g houses and a f a n a t i c a l chu rch . Where t o l e r a n c e and absence 
of r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e s a r e concerned, t h e peop le who have l i v e d — and s t i l l do 
l i v e — i n t h e Middle Eas t can t e a c h t h o s e of us who l i v e i n t h e West , a g r e a t 
d e a l . And Jews f o r g e n e r a t i o n s have been l a r g e b e n e f i c i a r i e s f rom t h i s 
a t t i t u d e . Th is i s no t j u s t ny o p i n i o n , i t i s t h e t e s t a m e n t of h i s t o r y —- of 
even Jewish h i s t o r y books w r i t t e n b e f o r e t h e modern p e r i o d of Z i o n i s t b i a s . 

I I 

I t i s r e a l l y a lmost l u d i c r o u s t o t r y t o s t a t e t h e i s s u e s w i t h which we 
want t o d e a l t oday i n t h e few words and moments a l i o t e d . I o n l y hope a l l of you 
have though t enough about t h e s u b j e c t t o f i l l i n t h e v a s t gaps i n what I can p u t 
b e f o r e you . 

Let us t a k e a l o o k a t t h e world of May, 1953. Man has reached a deg ree 
of m a t e r i a l development beyond a n y t h i n g eve r dreamed of even by ou r f a t h e r s . But 
w i t h t h a t m a t e r i a l development , e i t h e r c o i n c i d e n t a l l y o r pe rhaps because our 
m a t e r i a l growth has so f a r o u t r u n our c a p a c i t i e s t o d e a l w i t h human v a l u e s , we 
a r e today f a c e d w i t h what must be admi t ted t o be THE g r e a t c r i s i s of r e c o r d e d 
h i s t o r y . 

Man has p e r f e c t e d t h e i n s t rumen t of h i s own d e s t r u c t i o n . 

But t h a t i s by no means t h e o n l y f a n t a s t i c c o n t r a d i c t i o n of our t i m e s . 
We, who have l e a rned so much about making human l i f e e a s y and s e c u r e , l i v e a l o n g -
s i d e hundreds of m i l l i o n s who a r e s l a v e s t o t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m , and o t h e r hundreds 
of m i l l i o n s who f a c e t h e t h r e a t of s t a r v a t i o n and epidemic as t h e i r d a i l y 
o u t l o o k . Those of us who by chance have reaped t h e b e n e f i t s of t h e w e s t e r n wor ld 
can s u r e l y f i n d l i t t l e comfor t i n t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f how we have f a i l e d t o b r i n g 
t h e b a r e s t minimum of t h o s e b e n e f i t s t o mankind as a whole . 

I n my humble o p i n i o n , i t i s our f a i l u r e on t h a t s c o r e which has b rough t 
us t o t h e b r i n k of t h e d i s a s t e r which we now f a c e . 

I I I 

The r i s e of Nazi ism, of Communism, of a n t i - c o l o n i a l i s m , of f a n a t i c a l 
n a t i o n a l i s m ; i n t h e Arab w o r l d , i n I n d i a , i n North A f r i c a , i n Japan , a r e a l l 
r e l a t e d t o our own f a i l u r e t o b r i n g t h e b e n e f i t s of our Yfestern m a t e r i a l d e v e l o p -
ment t o humanity th roughou t t h e w o r l d . Maybe we can s t i l l save t h e day , b u t o n l y 
by u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t o d e a l w i t h t h e s e people c y n i c a l l y and as i f we were 
s u p e r i o r because we have more b a t h t u b s and au tomobi les i s t o i g n i t e t h e f u s e t h a t 
w i l l f i r e t h e 3 0 ® t h a t w i l l o b l i t e r a t e human l i f e as we know i t . 

IV 

And where does t h i s l e a v e u s i n our d i s c u s s i o n t o d a y ? To me i t p o i n t s 
up t h a t none of u s , i n d i v i d u a l l y o r a s a member o f any group, can s i t by and l e t 
h i s t o r y c a r r y us a l o n g , We must make t h e h i s t o r y of ou r t i m e s so t h a t our 
c h i l d r e n and g r a n d c h i l d r e n w i l l know l i f e of a s o r t b e t t e r t h a n c a n n i b a l i s m o r 
s l a v e r y . 
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V 

With t h a t chee ry o u t l o o k , l e t us •now r e t u r n t o t h e Middle E a s t ! 
Almost t h roughou t h i s t o r y t h e people of t h a t p a r t of t h e wor ld have been 
dominated by f o r e i g n powers . The F i r s t "florid War brought t h e end of T u r k i s h 
dominat ion , t o be r e p l a c e d by B r i t i s h and French i m p e r i a l i s m . The Second 
World War saw t h e emergence of independence and n a t i o n a l i s m . The Uni t ed 
S t a t e s was t h e champion of t h e r i g h t of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and s e l f - r u l e . 

I had t h e chance t o see what t h o s e peop le f e l t about Americans , They 
saw i n us t h e i r r e a l hope of be ing r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e s h a c k l e s of d o m i n a t i o n . 
I n t h e Middle n i n e t e e n - f o r t i e s , d u r i n g and r i g h t a f t e r t h e l a s t wa r , Americans 
were looked upon by t h e Arabs as t h e i r g r e a t f r i e n d s . Co lon i a l i sm was 
d i s i n t e g r a t i n g i n t h e whole a r e a . New, independent s t a t e s were b e i n g c r e a t e d . 
I s r a e l was p o s s i b l e because of t h e crumbl ing of t h i s c o l o n i a l i s m . I t i s o n l y a 
few s h o r t y e a r s s i n c e I r g u n i s t s and t h e S t e r n Gang, a c t i n g as t h e advance guard 
of Z i o n i s t - N a t i o n a l i s m , bombed and sabotaged and ambushed t h e i r way t o t h e 
p o i n t where t h e l a s t of B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l i s m i n P a l e s t i n e wi thdrew and an 
independent I s r a e l i s t a t e came t o f i l l p a r t of t h e vacuum, I ment ion t h i s o n l y 
because t oo many of our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s now a r e prone t o say of Arab n a t i o n a l -
i s t s t h a t t h e y a r e F a s c i s t s , o r i r r e s p o n s i b l e o r u t t e r l y opposed t o t h e 
democra t ic p r i n c i p l e s of t h e Y.rest; t h a t t h e ?Jest cannot t a k e a chance w i t h t h e 
s t a t e s t h a t a r e l e d by t h e s e people and t h a t t h e West must c o n c e n t r a t e on 
I s r a e l as t h e o n l y democra t i c hope i n t h e Middle E a s t . 

Let u s remember t h a t f i v e y e a r s ago t h e same might have been s a i d 
r e g a r d i n g what f i n a l l y emerged as I s r a e l . 

The whole a r e a i s i n t h e ascendancy . No one can s t o p i t s deve lop ing 
n a t i o n a l i s m , nor should we want t o . I t i s a r i c h , v i t a l p a r t of our w o r l d ; a 
s lumber ing g i a n t , t h e p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of which a re s t a g g e r i n g . I t i s i n t h e 
American i n t e r e s t not t o seek ways of f r u s t r a t i n g t h i s development bu t t o f i n d 
t h e s t a t e s m a n s h i p i n t h e West t h a t w i l l r e s p e c t t h i s i n e v i t a b l e t i d e of 
n a t i o n a l consc iousnes s and win i t t o our s i d e . There a r e many ways t h i s can 
be done . But one way not t o accomplish t h i s i n d i s p e n s a b l e o b j e c t i v e i n t h e 
world s t r u g g l e i s t o f a l l ' i n t o t h e I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t t r a p and, f o r g e t t i n g t h e 
v i o l e n c e and i n t r a n s i g e n c i e s t h a t preceded t h e emergence of I s r a e l , t o w r i t e 
o f f t h e Arab and Moslem peop les a s w i t h o u t hope f o r t h e Yfest b e c a u s e , t o some 
d e g r e e , t h e same phenomena appear i n t h e i r s t a t e s . 

The Uni ted S t a t e s , which had promised so much t o t h e peop l e of t h e 
Middle E a s t , became not t h e champion of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n and s e l f - r u l e , as 
i t should have , b u t t h e power behind what appeared t o be a new i m p e r i a l i s m and 
domina t ion . 

The r i s e of Zionism, f anned by t h e H i t l e r t r a g e d i e s and u t i l i z a t i o n 
of those t r a g e d i e s t o f o s t e r i t s own p o l i t i c a l a ims, was g i v e n t h e f u l l e s t 
p o s s i b l e suppor t by t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . Tou w i l l remember t h a t a lmost b e f o r e 
t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l announced i t s e x i s t e n c e , t h e P r e s i d e n t of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
r ecogn ized i t . Hundreds of thousands of Arabs who had l i v e d t h e r e f o r 
g e n e r a t i o n s were uproo ted to make room f o r immigrants f rom Europe. American 
p r i v a t e and government f u n d s were poured i n t o h e l p t h e new S t a t e and t o s e c u r e 
i t s s o v e r e i g n t y . A l l t h i s i n s p i t e of t h e f a c t t h a t I s r a e l was c r e a t e d w i t h o u t 
t h e w i l l of t h e United Na t ions , and has f l a u n t e d U, N. recommendations a lmos t 
a t eve ry p o i n t . 



George L. Levison י־ it 

The Arabs fought a b i t t e r war t o t r y t o h a l t t h j s de f iance of the 
United Nations — f o r I remind you that the Z i o n i s t organiza t ions dec lared 
the independence of I s r a e l in the middle o f a United Nations debate 
recons ider ing the p a r t i t i o n proposal , a debate i n which the United S t a t e s was 
supporting recons idera t ion . The I s r a e l i s have boasted that I s r a e l owes 
nothing t o the U. N.j t h a t t h e i r stsfbe was hammered out by f o r c e by the^r own 
arms. 

The Arabs fought and l o s t a b i t t e r war t o t r y t o ha l t t h i s new t h r e a t . 
The United S t a t e s and the United Nations t r i e d to g e t both s i d e s t o s t o p the war 

Qut what of R u s s i a ? 

F i r s t , the S o v i e t s fanned the f i r e by g iv ing arms to both s i d e s . Then 
they i n f i l t r a t e d the camps of the Arab re fugees and i n c i t e d them by say ing i t 
was the Americans* f a u l t t h a t they had beeh dr iven out of t h e i r age -o ld homes. 
Then they brought unrest t o Iran through the l o c a l Tudeh party , which j o i n e d , 
i r o n i c a l l y , w i th the N a t i o n a l i s t s i n f o r c i n g the e x p u l s i o n of the B r i t i s h and 
the shut t ing of the o i l r e f i n e r y . That meant f i n a n c i a l r u i n to Iran. In 
Egypt the center of Cairo was rasred i n t h e r i o t s of January 26th l a s t y e a r ; a 
Communist demonstration t h a t came very c l o s e t o being a s u c c e s s f u l coup. In 
Iraq, i n Syr ia and elsewhere, the S o v i e t s through wel l -p lanned a c t i o n have been 
c r e a t i n g confus ion and d i sorder . 

And t h e n t h e crowning move to c a p t u r e t h e Arab worlds an a n t i - J e w i s h , 
o r a t l e a s t a n t i - Z i o n i s t purge th roughou t t h e S o v i e t s p h e r e , and t h e s e v e r i n g of 
r e l a t i o n s w i t h I s r a e l . One of t h e o l d e s t and bes t ׳ known Arab s ־ a y i n g s i s t h e 
b e s t p o s s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n of what t h e Russ ians expec t t o g a i n by t u r n i n g a g a i n s t 
Z i o n i s t s , "IJfy enemy's enemy i s vay f r i e n d . " By p r o v i n g t h a t t h e y a r e a n t i -
Z i o n i s t ^ t h a t t h e y a r e a g a i n s t t h e Arabs ' enemies, t h e S o v i e t s expec t t o a c h i e v e 
Arab f r i e n d s h i p . 

VI 

Which b r i n g s u s t o t h e p e x t q u e s t i o n . What d i f f e r e n c e does i t make 
t o t h e Uni ted S t a t e s ? I t i s who l ly unneces sa ry t o dwe l l on t h e s t r a t e g i c 
importance of t h e Middle E a s t . So much has been s a i d and w r i t t e n on t h e 
s u b j e c t t h a t i t must be c l e a r t o you a l l t h a t i n a s h o o t i n g war w i t h t h e S o v i e t s 
we must h o l d the Middle Ea־st i f we a r e t o w i n . Maybe we could f i g h t a war 
w i t h o u t t h e o i l f rom t h e k i d d l e E a s t , a l t h o u g h Europe l i v e s on Middle Eas t o i l . 
,But i n Russ i an hands t h a t o i l may swing t h e b a l a n c e . So, a t a lmost any c o s t i t 
must be denied them. And t h e n t h e r e i s Sue® and a i r b a s e s and land and sea 
r o u t e s t o t h e Far E a s t . H i s t o r y proves t h a t t h e Middle Eas t i s t h e key t o wor ld 
dt^aaaiafeidrSj?. ״ t h e Russ ians must ge t i t t o w i n . The Russ ians have known t h i s 
f rom t h e days of t h e Czrars. The S o v i e t s a r e c l o s e r t o r e a l i z i n g t h i s o l d 
ambi t ion t h a n any Czar eve r was . 

Not s eek ing xrarld domina t ion , but on ly s e c u r i t y and peace and a 
decen t l i f e f o r a l l men, we must make a b s o l u t e l y s u r e t h a t t h e Middle Eas t 
dt>es n o t f a l l t o t h e S o v i e t s . 

And what have we been do ing? A p r e t t y f a i r j o b of f o r c i n g t h e Arabs 
i n t o t h e o u t s t r e t c h e d arms of t h e R u s s i a n bea r I 
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VII 

My p a r t of t h e program i s a lmost a t an end . The f i n a l p o i n t t h a t 
remains f o r me t o make i s , i f we a g r e e a f t e r Dr . Lazaron has g i v e n h i s p a p e r , 
and a f t e r we have had a f u l l and complete d i s c u s s i o n among a l l of us h e r e t o d a y , 
t h a t t h e s e q u e s t i o n s a r e v i t a l t o u s as Americans and a l s o as Jews — l e t us 
have t h e sense and the courage t o b r i n g our b e s t e f f o r t s t o bea r t o s o l v e t h e 
p rob lems . Let us not be a f r a i d t o be l e a d e r s . NO OTHER AMERICAN JEWISH BODY 
COMES INTO THIS MATTER WITH CLEAN HANDS. I f t h e r e i s something of v a l u e t o be 
done t o prove t h a t we unde r s t and t h e t r u e problems, t h a t we and many o t h e r 
American Jews a r e n o t t i e d t o I s r a e l i i n t e r e s t s , bu t a r e o n l y i n t e r e s t e d i n 
what i s b e s t f o t t h e American f u t u r e , t h e n l e t us r e s o l v e h e r e t o d a y t o do a l l 
i n our power t o h e l p . 

And t o h e l p does no t mean t o t a k e an a n t i - I s r a e l o r p ro-Arab p o s i t i o n . 
That would be as s e n s e l e s s a s t h e Z i o n i s t s who d o g m a t i c a l l y r e v e r s e t h e p r o c e s s . 

What i t means, i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , i s t o g e t a t t h e f a c t s . Jews have 
a more t h a n u s u a l o b l i g a t i o n t o do t h i s , f o r t h e m a j o r i t y have been o n l y t o o 
r eady t o c a l l Z i o n i s t propaganda f a c t s ; t o s u p p l y money f o r i t s d i s s e m i n a t i o n ; 
t o spread t h e propaganda themse lves as i f i t were f a c t . We of t h e Counc i l have 
a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o a d j u s t t h e b a l a n c e . 

Let me give you an example. I s r a e l and t h e Z i o n i s t s t a l k much of 
peace between I s r a e l and t h e A r a b s . But benea th t h i s t a l k of p e a c e , c e r t a i n 
f a c t s a r e a v a i l a b l e t o any c a r e f u l o b s e r v e r . One of them r e v e a l s t h e contempt 
t h a t I s r a e l e n t e r t a i n s f o r t h e Arabs i n a p r a c t i s e t h a t i n v o l v e s Jews t h e m s e l v e s . 

I r e f e r t o t h e o f t e n expres sed contempt o f t h e I s r a e l i s — o f f i c i a l l y 
and u n o f f i c i a l l y — f o r t h e Arab Jews; t h e Yemenites and t h e North A f r i c a n s — 
and t o t h e f r e q u e n t s t o r i e s of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s p r a c t i s e d a g a i n s t t h e A r a b - I r a q i 
Jews. The appea l s of Ben-Gurion and o t h e r Z i o n i s t s f o r American Jews t o 
immigrate t o I s r a e l a re p r a c t i c a l l y a lways l i n k e d t o candid s t a t e m e n t s t h a t 
u n l e s s Weste rn Jews come t o I s r a e l , t h e Arab Jews w i l l dominate t h e s t a t e . 

This i s an i n t e r n a l , I s r a e l i m a t t e r . I t i s no b u s i n e s s of o u r s . But 
i f you a r e l ook ing f o r e x p l a i a t i o n s t o t h e p r e s e n t problems i n t h e a r e a , p u t 
y o u r s e l f i n t h e p l a c e of t h e Arab p e o p l e s and t h e i r long and no t unwar ran ted 
s u s p i c i o n s of t h e West . D i scoun t , f o r t h e moment, t h e i r immediate p o l i t i c a l 
o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e p a r t i t i o n of P a l e s t i n e and t h e emergence of I s r a e l . Now, 
f a c e d w i t h t h e r e a l i t y , t h e y t h i n k t h e y see i n I s r a e l n o t an i s o l a t e d phenomenon 
b u t o n l y t h e l a t e s t c h a p t e r i n a s t o r y of Wes te rn i n v a s i o n t h a t goes back o v e r 
t h i r t y y e a r s . And t h e n imagine w i t h what cyn ic i sm t h e y must v iew I s r a e l i 
p u b l i c p r o t e s t a t i o n s f o r peace w h i l e , a t t h e same t i m e , t h e r e i s t h i s p o l i c y of 
contempt f o r t h e s e fo rmer c i t i z e n s of Arab s t a t e s and p u b l i c l y exp re s sed f e a r 
on t h e p a r t of t h e I s r a e l i o f f i c i a l s and p a r t i s a n s t h a t I s r a e l may have t o o 
many Arab Jews — n o t Arab Moslems. 

Let us g e t something e l s e s t r a i g h t ; I know of no r e s p o n s i b l e a u t h o r i t y 
anywhere — and c e r t a i n l y not acyiaour own government — t h a t a d v o c a t e s s o l v i n g 
t h e problem by doing away w i t h I s r a e l . I am, i n f a c t , s i c k and t i r e d of t h o s e 
who a r e p rone t o r e p l y t o every b road and o b j e c t i v e approach t o t h e problems of 
t h i s a r e a w i t h t h e f a l s e dilemma, "Wel l , what would you do — d e s t r o y I s r a e l ? " 
You do n o t d e s t r o y s t a t e s by f o r m u l a s , however unwise t h e fo rmula t h a t 
e s t a b l i s h e d them may have been . 



George L. Levison י־ it 

Remember t h i s , t o o . Those who a r e today s u g g e s t i n g compromises n o t 
always a c c e p t a b l e t o I s r a e l a r e t h e l e a s t l i k e l y t o want I s r a e l t o d i s a p p e a r . 

The modera tes , whether Arabs , American c i t i z e n s of Jewish o r any 
o t h e r f a i t h and t h e w i s e s t counse l s i n our Government, b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s b e s t 
f o r I s r a e l t o f a c e up t o t h e u n p l e a s a n t f a c t s t h a t remain a t i s s u e and t h e n f o r 
b o t h s i d e s t o f i n d compromises based on d i g n i t y and s e l f - r e s p e c t . 

What i n t e l l i g e n t and r e s p o n s i b l e Arab l e a d e r s h i p i s a s k i n g f o r — and 
you shou ld know t h i s — i s American s u p p o r t i n t h e Uni ted Na t ions f o r 
implementa t ion of e x i s t i n g U. N. r e s o l u t i o n s on b o u n d a r i e s , r e f u g e e s and 
J e r u s a l e m . 

I n s t e a d , a t t h e l a s t s e s s i o n , we suppor ted a r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g f o r 
d i r e c t n e g o t i a t i o n s between t h e Arab s t a t e s and I s r a e l . I t was a n o t h e r 
i n s t a n c e o f ou r y i e l d i n g t o I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t p r e s s u r e s . The r e s o l u t i o n was 
f i n a l l y d e f e a t e d by queer combinat ions of S o v i e t suppor t and A r a b - L a t i n 
American c o u n t r i e s . There a r e f a i r l y a u t h e n t i c r e p o r t s t h a t when t h e Gene ra l 
Assembly d e f e a t e d t h e r e s o l u t i o n , t o a s t s were drunk t o S t a l i n i n Arab d e l e g a t i o n 
h e a d q u a r t e r s i n New York and i n Arab c a p i t o l s i n t h e Middle E a s t . How s t u p i d 
can we be? 

Leaving by-gones be by-gones , f o r t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t h a n can be done a t 
t h i s l a t e d a t e t o c o r r e c t t h e p a s t y i e l d i n g t o Z i o n i s t p r e s s u r e i n Washington 
f rom 19118 on . But we must now t r y t o f i n d a new fo rmula t o c h a l l e n g e t h e s t e a d y 
p r e s s u r e of Sov ie t i n f l u e n c e i n t h e Middle E a s t . I t i s o b v i o u s , a g a i n s t t h i s 
whole background, t h a t e l oquen t a s i t sounds, I s r a e l i s no t and cannot be t h e 
b a s t i o n of democracy i n t h e Middle E a s t . At most i t may be a b a s t i o n . I t does 
not make sense f o r us t o pu t a l l of our f u t u r e i n t h a t a r e a i n t h e d e s t i n y of a 
c o u n t r y t h a t i s s u s p e c t e d by eve ry o t h e r coun t ry of t h e a r e a . 

I t may a l r e a d y be too l a t e י־- i n which even t t h e r e i s no hope f o r t h e 
f u t u r e of I s r a e l e i t h e r . But i f i t i s no t t o o l a t e , t h e n t h e most i n t e l l i g e n t , 
l ong- range p l a n f o r I s r a e l and Wes te rn i n f l u e n c e and p r e s t i g e r e q u i r e s t h a t 
I s r a e l shed i t s e l f of t h e s u s p i c i o n t h a t i t i s o n l y t h e l a t e s t c h a p t e r i n t h e 
Western i n v a s i o n of t h e a r e a ; t h a t i t t u r n i t s f a c e t o t h e Arab s t a t e s and t h e 
Moslem peop le i n whose midst i t e x i s t s and w i l l c o n t i n u e t o e x i s t ; t h a t i t 
r ecogn ize t h a t I s r a e l i s s t r i v i n g f o r n a t i o n a l m a t u r i t y j u s t a s a r e a l l of i t s 
Moslem n e i g h b o r s ; cogn izan t of t h e f a c t t h a t i t s n a t i o n a l f u t u r e , a t b e s t , w i l l 
be determined e i t h e r by t h e power of t h e West or t h e S o v i e t s and t h a t i t w i l l be 
s t r o n g e r i f i t makes t h a t cho ice a s a p a r t of t h e whole a r e a r a t h e r t h a n w i t h 
i t s i n f l a t e d appea l s o f s u p e r i o r i t y and exemplary democracy, n e i t h e r of which 
i t r e a l l y p o s s e s s e s . 

The C o u n c i l ' s s t a k e and p l a c e i n a l l t h i s i s f o r D r . Lazaron t o 
sugges t and f o r a l l of you t o d i s c u s s i n t h e course of t h i s p a n e l . I w i l l c l o s e 
on a no te t h a t s imply i n d i c a t e s how i n s e p a r a b l y a p a r t of our conce rn a l l t h i s i s . 

Some of you have a l r e a d y s e e n advance p r e l i m i n a r y t e x t s of t h e 
proposed r e s t a t e m e n t of t h e C o u n c i l ' s p r i n c i p l e s . You w i l l hea r them p r e s e n t e d 
and d i s c u s s e d tomorrow. There i s , n a t u r a l l y , a s e c t i o n c o v e r i n g ou r a t t i t u d e 
t o I s r a e l . One p a r t of t h a t s e c t i o n s ays t h a t s imply because t h e m a j o r i t y of 
t h e people i n I s r a e l a r e Jews, i t i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e Counci l t o e x e r c i s e 
o b j e c t i v i t y about t h e S t a t e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n view of t h e f a c t t h a t e v e r y o t h e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of Jews seems t o have e i t h e r l o s t o b j e c t i v i t y or r e f u s e d t o s p e a k . 
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I have t r i e d t o m a i n t a i n t h a t o b j e c t i v i t y h e r e . I b e l i e v e o b j e c t i v i t y 
r e q u i r e s more t h a n s i l e n c e o r t h e customary r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s . O b j e c t i v i t y c a l l s 
f o r an awareness , on our p a r t a s on t h e p a r t of no o t h e r g roup , of t h e f a c t t h a t 
Zionism i s so l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e t e n s i o n s i n the A r a b - I s r a e l i p a r t of 
t h i s Middle Eas t vacuum and a l s o f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of t h e f a c t t h a t t h e s e t e n s i o n s 
a r e , i n many ״ways, a symbol t o t h e Moslem w o r l d . The whole r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 
Z i o n i s t campaigning and of the s i l e n t acqu iescence of a l l Jews o u t s i d e t h e Counci l 
i n t h e y e a r s b e f o r e 19148 cannot be wiped o u t by t h e s imple d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t now 
I s r a e l i s a s o v e r e i g n s t a t e . No new e r a of h i s t o r y s t a r t e d t h e n — e x c e p t i n t h e 
r o m a n t i c i z e d propaganda of t h e Z i o n i s t s . O b j e c t i v i t y c a l l s t o u s t o be aware o f 
t h i s p a s t and a l e r t ׳to t h e p r e s e n t and p u t s upon u s , as t h e o n l y a n t i - Z i o n i s t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of Jew^ t h e grave r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o do a l l i n our power t o h e l p and 
encourage t h e f o r m u l a t i o n of a Middle E a s t e r n p o l i c y f o r t h e Uni ted S t a t e s t h a t 
may f i l l t h e power vacuum w i t h t h e r e s p e c t and p r e s t i g e we had i n t h e a r e a 
b e f o r e 19U8. This w i l l be o b j e c t i v i t y — measured i n t h e p u l l of h i s t o r y ; a 
s e r v i c e t o our c o u n t r y and the f r e e wor ld and, moreover, a p r a c t i c a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n 
of our r egard f o r our f a i t h which i s not on ly o f t oday bu t which i s of many 
y e s t e r d a y s and, we b e l i e v e , i f f r e e d f rom t h e expediencies of p o l i t i c s , of many 
tomorrows as w e l l . 
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Americans r e j o i c e d t h a t a home has been found f o r t h e Jews who 
s u f f e r e d i n S l a v i c lands i n t h e p a s t and e s p e c i a l l y f o r t hose who 
escaped t h e gas-chambers of t h e N a z i s . They a r e glad t h a t a n o t h e r 
f r e e s t a t e has come i n t o t h e world; t h e y t r u s t t h a t t h e West has r e -
ce ived a s t a l w a r t a l l y in t h e Near E a s t . America tends t o f o r g e t t h e 
t r e a t m e n t of the u n f o r t u n a t e Arabs who had r e s i d e d i n what l a t e r became 
I s r a e l and were d r i ven f o r t h and d i s p o s s e s s e d . She f o r g e t s t oo t h a t 
whi le I s r a e l was promptly g ran ted membership i n the United Na t ions , she 
has r e f u s e d t o accep t t h e United N a t i o n s ' d e c i s i o n t h a t J e r u s a l e m i s t o 
be an i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i t y - - n e i t h e r I s r a e l i nor Arab. America, th rough 
the eyes of i t s v i s i t o r s , s e e s t h e m a t e r i a l p rog re s s - t ־ h e s t a t e l y 
b u i l d i n g s of Te l Aviv, t h e r e s u l t s of t h e hard work of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s 
i n a g r i c u l t u r e . 

But t h e r e a r e o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t Americans do n o t s e e . The i r eyes 
a r e b l inded t o t h e f a c t t h a t I s r a e l ' s economic s t a t u s i s ex t remely p o o r , 
t h a t i t needs suppor t — and suppor t i n "tremendous p r o p o r t i o n s " ( t o 
quote Nahum Goldmann) from Jews e l sewhere , overwhelmingly f rom t h e Jews 
of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s , and t h e r e i s no v i s i b l e end of t h e need f o r such 
s u p p o r t . Indeed, our government w i l l , by June 1953, have g iven I s r a e l 
t h e huge sum of $293>£00,000; b e s i d e s t h i s t h e r e a r e t h e funds d e r i v e d 
from t h e Uni ted Jewish Appeal (approximate ly $100,000,000 a n n u a l l y ) , t h e 
Bond Drive (more t han $150,000,000) and o t h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s and g i f t s 
which have been c o n s e r v a t i v e l y e s t ima ted as $250,000,000 a n n u a l l y . 
These a r e no sma l l sums and i n d i c a t e t h e e x t e n t t o which I s r a e l must 
secure e x t e r n a l a i d . 

The s a l e of bonds ha s , i n cons i de r ab l e degree , t aken p l a c e i n 
what we have always regarded as r e l i g i o u s c e n t e r s , our synagogues, even 
a t t h e t ime of the Sigh Hol idays . I t i s w e l l i n t h a t connec t ion t o 
r e c a l l t h a t t h e Union Prayerbook as p a r t of t h e Morning S e r v i c e f o r t h e 
New Year con ta ins t h e s e words: "We thank t h e e , 0 God, f o r Thy f a v o r 
unto t h i s , our l and , and f o r t h e b l e s s i n g s of l i b e r t y and t h e i d e a l s of 
r i gh t eousnes s which our n a t i o n c h e r i s h e s . P r o t e c t and p r o s p e r i t . " 
And t o t h a t p raye r we say w i th one acco rd : "Amen". 

Most Americans t h i n k of I s r a e l as a democracy wi th a b i l l of 
r i g h t s s i m i l a r t o our own. They do n o t r e a l i z e , t h e y do n o t know t h a t 
i t i s a t h e o c r a t i c s t a t e wi th Orthodox Judaism bo th r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e 
cab ine t and a lone a u t h o r i z e d t o marry and t o b u r y . Reform Juda i sm i s 
t r e a t e d worse t han C h r i s t i a n i t y and Mohammedanism. 
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The o f f i c i a l s of I s r a e l should he reminded o f t h e s t a t e m e n t s on 
r e l i g i o u s freedom made by t h e founding f a t h e r s of our n a t i o n . O f t e n 
d id George Washington apeak on t h i s theme. I t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t t o 
quote b u t one of h i s s t a t e m e n t s : 

" I f I could have e n t e r t a i n e d t h e s l i g h t e s t a p p r e h e n s i o n , t h a t t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n framed i n t h e conven t ion , where I had t h e honor t o p r e s i d e , 
might p o s s i b l y endanger t h e r e l i g i o u s r i g h t s of any e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
s o c i e t y , c e r t a i n l y I would neve r have p l aced my s i g n a t u r e t o i t : and , 
i f I could now conce ive t h a t t h e g e n e r a l government might e v e r be so 
a d m i n i s t e r e d as t o r e n d e r t h e l i b e r t y of consc i ence i n s e c u r e , I beg you 
w i l l be pe r suaded , t h a t no one would be more zea lous t h a n myse l f t o 
e s t a b l i s h e f f e c t u a l b a r r i e r s a g a i n s t t h e h o r r o r s of s p i r i t u a l t y r a n n y , 
and e v e r y s p e c i e s of r e l i g i o u s p e r s e c t u i o n . For you d o u b t l e s s remember, 
t h a t I have o f t e n exp re s sed my s e n t i m e n t s , t h a t e v e r y man, c o n d u c t i n g 
h i m s e l f a s a good c i t i z e n , and b e i n g a c c o u n t a b l e t o God a l o n e f o r h i s 
r e l i g i o u s o p i n i o n s , ought t o be p r o t e c t e d i n worsh ipp ing t h e D e i t y 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e d i c t a t e s of h i s own c o n s c i e n c e . " 

Benjamin F r a n k l i n s a i d i n f o r t h r i g h t words: "When a r e l i g i o n i s 
good, I conceive t h a t i t w i l l s u p p o r t i t s e l f , and , when i t cannot s u p p o r t 
i t s e l f , and God does n o t t a k e c a r e t o s u p p o r t , so t h a t i t s P r o f e s s o r s 
a r e o b l i g e d t o c a l l f o r t h e h e l p of t h e c i v i l power, i t i s a s i g n , I 
apprehend , of i t s b e i n g a bad o n e . " 

Then t h e r e i s t h e problem of t h e u n f o r t u n a t e Arabs d r i v e n f o r t h 
f rom t h e i r homes i n P a l e s t i n e . A s s u r e d l y , t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of I s r a e l 
who have s u f f e r e d t h e v i l e s t c r u e l t y a t t h e hands of b r u t a l Naz i s and 
have become e x i l e s f rom t h e i r homes, ought t o show sympathy and g i v e a 
h e l p i n g hand t o t h o s e who have s u f f e r e d d i s p o s s e s s i o n and e x i l e . They 
should r e p e a t t h e words o f V i r g i l , t h e Roman p o e t Not i״ : g n o r a n t of 
m i s f o r t u n e I l e a r n t o succo r t h e w r e t c h e d . " Indeed , t h e B a l f o u r D e c l a r -
a t i o n t o which i n t h e p a s t much emphasis was g i v e n , s p e c i f i c a l l y p r o v i d e d 
" t h a t n o t h i n g s h a l l be done which may p r e j u d i c e t h e c i v i l and r e l i g i o u s 
r i g h t s o f e x i s t i n g non-Jewish communities i n P a l e s t i n e . " 

D e s p i t e t h i s some 800,000 Arabs f l e d f rom t h e i r homes, t h e d w e l l i n g 
p l a c e of t h e i r peop le f o r c e n t u r i e s , b e f o r e t h e t e r r o r of t h e i r I s r a e l i 
f o e s . And w i t h s l i g h t e x c e p t i o n s r e t u r n has been b a r r e d . I f t h e y s e e k 
t o do s o , t h e y a r e c a l l e d i n f i l t r e e s and t r e a t e d as c r i m i n a l s . They 
l i v e i n most m i s e r a b l e camps f rom Egypt t o Lebanon, d w e l l i n g i n l e aky 
t e n t s , d r e s s i n g i n t a t t e r s , l i v i n g on d a t e s and f l o u r . The camps a r e 
p e r i o d i c a l l y menaced by smal lpox , d y s e n t e r y , t y p h o i d . Mrs. Mark F . 
E t h r i d g e d e c l a r e s t h a t " t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s were worse t h a n t h o s e f a c e d 
by t h e d i s p l a c e d Jews of E u r o p e . " For more t h a n f o u r yea r s t h e y have 
l i v e d i n t h e s e r e f u g e e camps, t h e seeds of Arab h a t r e d t o I s r a e l and 
i t s s u p p o r t e r s , ma in ly t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . The Arabs f e e l t h a t t h e y canno t 
g e t a f a i r h e a r i n g i n t h i s c o u n t r y . They f e a r t o o t h a t t h e c o n t i n u a l 
i n f l u x of Jews i n t o I s r a e l w i l l i n e v i t a b l y produce a demand f o r expanded 
b o u n d a r i e s . And t h e y cannot f o r g e t such i n c i d e n t s a s t h a t o f D e i r Y a s s i n 
where I r g u n vented i t s f u r y and " t h e whole p o p u l a t i o n of t h a t v i l l a g e - -
women and c h i l d r e n , t h e aged and i n f i r m , a s w e l l a s t h e a b l e - b o d i e d men — 
were massacred i n co ld b l o o d . " * 

*Fayez A. Sayegh, The P a l e s t i n e R e f u g e e s . 
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I t i s f a i r t o p o i n t o u t t h a t some s t e p s have "been t a k e n t o do j u s t i c e t o 
t h e A r a b s . There i s , f o r example, t h e a s s u r a n c e of I s r a e l t h a t on March 1 
t h e r e would be r e l e a s e d $2 ,800 ,000 f rom t h e b locked bank accoun t s o f P a l e s -
t i n i a n Arab r e f u g e e s . This i s t h e f i r s t i n s t a l l m e n t o f a t o t a l e s t i m a t e d a s 
between $14 ,000 ,000 and $15 ,000 ,000 . These be longed t o t h e Arab r e f u g e e s 
who, i n t h e main, were i n camps i n t h e s u r r o u n d i n g Arab c o u n t r i e s . 

Even more impor tan t has been t h e new v i l l a g e f o r d i s p l a c e d Arabs handed 
ove r t o t h e t r i b e of A r a b - e l - G u a r i s b by members of t h e I s r a e l i m i n i s t r y . 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r S h a r e t t s t a t e d t h a t "many more" of them a r e b e i n g p l a n n e d . 
I n t h e l a s t twe lve months 370 o t h e r Arab r e f u g e e f a m i l i e s have been s e t t l e d 
i n v a r i o u s s p o t s . These a c t s we commend h e a r t i l y . I t must be r e c a l l e d t h a t 
t h e Uni t ed Nat ions i n s t r u c t e d I s r a e l t o a l l o w t h e Arab r e f u g e e s t o r e t u r n . 

What t h e I s r a e l i a r e d o i n g , does n o t b e g i n t o recompense t h e Arabs f o r 
what t h e y have s u f f e r e d . More, f a r more, must s t i l l be done f o r t h i s ho rde 
o f u n f o r t u n a t e s who have been e x i l e d f o r f o u r y e a r s . 

I have o u t l i n e d t h e p i c t u r e o f I s r a e l a s s een by America a s w e l l a s some 
a s p e c t s n o t commonly r e a l i z e d by Americans . 

I n r e c e n t days a l l Americans have been s tunned by t h e r e v i v a l o f t h e 
f i r e s of a n t i - S e m i t i s m i n R u s s i a and i t s s a t e l l i t e s t a t e s , added t o t h e 
t y r a n n y of Communist t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m , and t h e h e a r t s o f a l l of us have been 
f i l l e d w i t h t h e d e e p e s t of sympathy. These u n f o r t u n a t e s must be a i d e d and 
t h o s e who s e e k s h e l t e r away f rom t h e shadow of t h e hammer and t h e s i c k l e 
must be h e l p e d . While t h e group of J e w i s h p h y s i c i a n s i n R u s s i a accused o f 
murder has been r e l e a s e d and admiss ion made t h a t t h e cha rges were w i t h o u t 
f o u n d a t i o n , I s e e no ev idence t h a t a n t i - S e m i t i s m a s such has a b a t e d . Jews 
i n t h e Communist s t a t e s a r e s t i l l i n g r a v e s t d a n g e r . The Uni ted J e w i s h 
Appeal i s u s i n g t h e i r d read p l i g h t a s t h e p r i m a r y b a s i s f o r t h e i r c a l l f o r 
a lmos t 150 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . For example, t h e i r page a d v e r t i s e m e n t r e a d s : 
"The hope t h a t l i f t s t h e h e a r t s of anx ious m i l l i o n s i s t h e knowledge t h a t 
I s r a e l ' s door s t a n d s wide open t o eve ry Jew i n need of r e f u g e . " There i s 
n o t a s i n g l e word s u g g e s t i n g t h a t t h e v a r i o u s f r e e c o u n t r i e s of t h e wor ld be 
asked t o r e c e i v e t hose f l e e i n g f rom Communist o p p r e s s i o n . S u r e l y , men and 
women of good w i l l and warm h e a r t s would s e e k t o have our laws made m e r c i f u l 
by welcoming thousands of t h e s e u n f o r t u n a t e s ״ But I do n o t s t o p w i t h t h e 
Jews now b a t t e r e d and s u f f e r i n g i n Communistic l a n d s . We shou ld open our 
h e a r t s and our doors t o t h o s e s u f f e r i n g i n Communistic l a n d s . We s h o u l d open 
our h e a r t s and our doors t o t h o s e who s e e k r e f u g e f rom t h e t e r r o r s o f Commun-
ism, whether Jews o r C h r i s t i a n s . The s t r e a m p o u r i n g i n t o West B e r l i n r e v e a l s 
t h e agony which human b e i n g s have s u f f e r e d , and t h e y d e s e r v e our h e l p n o t one 
w h i t l e s s t h a n t h o s e h a r r i e d by a n t i - S e m i t i s m . I f e e l p o s i t i v e t h a t t h e r e a r e 
men and women i n our Congress who would p u t f o r t h mighty e f f o r t s i n b e h a l f 
of them a l l . And t h e u t t e r a n c e s of P r e s i d e n t Eisenhower s u g g e s t h i s sympathy 
f o r such a p l a n . 

C e r t a i n l y , I am g l ad t h a t I s r a e l I s open t o them, b u t I s e e no r e a s o n s 
why t h e l and of L i b e r t y and o t h e r f r e e n a t i o n s shou ld n o t a l s o welcome them. 

My second o b j e c t i o n t o t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t i s t h a t i t i m p l i e s t h a t t h e 
e n t i r e a im of t h e a p p e a l i s t o a i d t h o s e J e w i s h r e f u g e e s f rom Communistic 
l a n d s , b u t we know t h i s i s f a r f rom t h e c a s e . We shou ld be f a r h a p p i e r , were 
t h e r e a s imple c a l l f o r f u n d s ( a p a r t f rom a l l o t h e r a p p e a l s ) t o a i d n o t o n l y 
t h e u n f o r t u n a t e Jews b u t a l l o t h e r s a s w e l l by s e e k i n g escape 

* 
This s t a t e m e n t was p r o p h e t i c , f o r a f t e r i t was w r i t t e n , t h e P r e s i d e n t 
urged Congress t o g r a n t a d m i s s i o n t o 240,000 r e f u g e e s . 
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f rom t h e S o v i e t s and t o enab le them t o s t a r t "building new l i v e s . We 
p r o t e s t a g a i n s t "being l u r e d i n t o c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r Zionism under t h e 
mask of p h i l a n t h r o p y f o r t h o s e b e a t e n n e a t h t h e l a s h of a n t i - S e m i t i s m . 
Helped t h e y must be — b u t i t must n o t be coupled w i t h c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
f o r a cause i n which we d i s b e l i e v e . 

Many Americans u n f o r t u n a t e l y f a i l t o s e e t h e g u l f which s e p a r a t e s 
us f rom t h e Z i o n i s t s . The c r u x of t h e m a t t e r I s admi rab ly s t a t e d by a 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d schola r , , P r o f e s s o r A l b e r t Guerard , f o r many yea r s on t h e 
f a c u l t y of S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y ; he was born i n France b u t has 
been an American c i t i z e n f o r y e a r s . He s a y s : * "The most do lo rous 
problem i s t h a t of Zionism. I r e p e a t t h a t f o r f i f t y yea r s I have admired 
and defended t h e J e w s . . . I n 1898, our argument a g a i n s t t h e a n t i -
D r e y f u s i s t s was: 'The Jews a r e n o t a l i e n s . They a r e good c i t i z e n s , and 
good p a t r i o t s . They have t h e i r f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n s ; b u t t h e y s h a r e our 
common h e r i t a g e , and t h e y e n r i c h i t a b u n d a n t l y ' . And we t hough t we had 
won t h e c a s e . Then mighty vo i ces a r o s e t o t e l l u s : 'You a r e wrong. The 
Jews a r e a people a p a r t . They w i l l n o t , t h e y c a n n o t , be a s s i m i l a t e d . 
Wherever t h e y l i v e , t h e y a r e d w e l l e r s i n a s t r a n g e l a n d . ' Who s a i d t h i s ? 
H i t l e r ? Yes, b u t a l s o H e r z l , Weizmann, and — a t random - - ludwig 
Lewisohn . . . " 

"So, when we had b e f o r e our eyes t h e admi rab l e example of I s r a e l 
a s a world-wide s p i r i t u a l community, men of b u r n i n g f a i t h and nar row 
v i s i o n a t t empted t o c r e a t e t h e very wors t k ind o f n a t i o n a l i s m , r a c i a l 
and s e c t a r i a n , e x c l u s i v e , f a n a t i c , t e r r o r i s t i c , a p a t t e r n f o r what t h e 
Germans p lanned t o do i n t h e Lebensraum t h e y had conquered . We a r e t o l d 
t h a t t h e Jews have p l a n t e d b e a u t i f u l o r c h a r d s on ground t h a t t h e Arabs 
had been incompetent t o u s e . No doub t , b u t good a g r i c u l t u r e i s no 
argument , t h e Germans might v e r y w e l l have improved t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f 
P o l a n d . . . We a r e t o l d t h e land i s t h e i r s by r i g h t . I t was t h e i r s by 
c o n q u e s t , and t h e y l e f t i t two thousand yea r s a g o . We a r e t o l d i t i 3 
t h e i r Holy l a n d . I t happens t o be a l s o t h a t o f t h e C h r i s t i a n s . " . . . 

"Zionism has b red h a t r e d , and w i l l b r e e d more . I know t h e r e a r e 
Jews , and among them t h o s e I most r e s p e c t , who t h i n k and f e e l a s I 
d o . " ** 

This a b l e s c h o l a r s e e s t h e problem c l e a r l y and s t a t e s I t w e l l . 

How now does I s r a e l r e g a r d America? As a p o w e r f u l and r i c h c o u n t r y 
c o n t a i n i n g n o t o n l y t h e l a r g e s t number of Jews i n t h e world b u t above a l l 
t h e w e a l t h i e s t . They f e e l t h a t t h e i r c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s owe them unbounded 
h e l p . A f t e r a l l t h e I s r a e l i have s u f f e r e d as a r e s u l t of t h e i r r e l i g i o n ; 
i t i s o n l y "by t h e g r ace of God" t h a t we, i n t h i s b l e s s e d l a n d , have 
l i v e d f r e e l y and h a p p i l y h e r e i n s t e a d of under t h e l a s h of b r u t a l p e r s e c -
u t i o n , S l a v i c and N a z i . I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough t h e y base t h e i r a p p e a l f o r 
a i d on a common r e l i g i o n and y e t t h e s p e c i f i c form of t h a t r e l i g i o n t o 
which many Americans a d h e r e , i s r ega rded a s n o t Juda i sm a t a l l and i s 
p l aced i n a c a t e g o r y b e n e a t h C h r i s t i a n i t y and Mohammedanism. They a s k 
f o r a i d from t h e i r b r o t h e r s i n r e l i g i o n and , a t t h e same t ime , d e s p i s e 
t h e r e l i g i o n which many of t h e donors p r o f e s s . 

* P e r s o n a l Equa t ion (W.W.Norton and Co. , I n c . , New York, 19^8) , p . 130. 

c i t , , p p . 131-132 
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While the United S t a t e s was the very f i r s t country t o recognize 
the s t a t e of I s r a e l and then most powerfu l ly aided i t s entrance i n t o 
the United Nat ions , I s e e no evidence t h a t I s r a e l i s ready t o accept 
the d e c i s i o n o f the United Nations as t o Jerusalem — indeed q u i t e the 
contrary . Ben-Gurion has o f f i c i a l l y declared i t the c a p i t a l o f I s r a e l . 
And i n the U. N. s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t aggres s ion i n Korea, I s r a e l has not 
even s e n t a token f o r c e . But should f o r e i g n troops a s s a i l her , she w i l l 
ory loudly f o r U. N. h e l p . 

Yet in add i t ion t o f i n a n c i a l support , the other most noteworthy 
he lp she asks o f us - - nay, demands as a r i g h t — i s our young manhood, 
e s p e c i a l l y those wi th t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g . This i s , I am s u r e , not 
r e a l i z e d Or understood "by our American f r i e n d s . Of course , i f any Jews 
f e e l unhappy i n t h i s land or p r e f e r t o l i v e i n a country made up predomin-
a n t l y o f Jews, no one w i l l or should i n t e r f e r e . But the c la im t h a t 
Americans whose r e l i g i o n i s Judaism, have a duty t o l eave t h i s land o f 
ours , i s a p i e c e o f i n s o l e n c e . This country has granted us the g r e a t e s t 
o f oppor tun i t i e s — opportun i t i e s f o r economic s e c u r i t y , f o r educat ion 
from the most elementary t o the most advanced s t a g e , o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o 
l i v e as f r e e men and women, oppor tun i t i e s t o dwe l l under our B i l l o f R i g h t s , 
oppor tun i t i e s t o make the most o f o u r s e l v e s , yes even t o serve as e x e c u t i v e s 
of some o f our g r e a t e s t s t a t e s and t o s i t upon the n a t i o n ' s h i g h e s t Judi-
c i a l t r i b u n a l — a l l these and more has t h i s land g iven u s . We should ־be 
ingra te s i f we did not both apprec ia te t h i s hos t o f b l e s s i n g s and r e s o l v e 
t o make the f u l l e s t of returns t o t h i s country o f ours . Indeed f o r many, 
many o f us the s h e l t e r t h a t our land granted u s , may w e l l have been the 
s o l e means t h a t saved us from the gas-chambers o f the N a z i s . There i s , 
in s h o r t , noth ing t h a t we should no t do f o r our land in r e t u r n . The 
n o t i o n t h a t we should forsake her , take whatever t a l e n t s or s k i l l s we may 
have, t o a land i n the Middle E a s t , should be abhorrent t o u s . Let those 
who wish go, ungra te fu l r e c i p i e n t s o f the b l e s s i n g s t h e y have r e c e i v e d 
h e r e . 

There i s ye t another demand t h a t I s r a e l makes of America. She 
asks our land t o be her s p e c i a l champion. And t o t h i s end she c a l l s on 
American Jews t o represent her i n t e r e s t s a t a l l t i m e s . This a p p l i e s f o r 
example t o the platforms o f our p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s ; she seeks t o have them 
p lace themselves on record as supporting I s r a e l i n i t s e f f o r t s . Gross ly 
inappropriate was i t t o c a l l upon the two p r e s i d e n t i a l candidates a t the 
time o f the High Holidays t o s t a t e t h e i r p o s i t i o n a s t o I s r a e l ; t h i s was 
o f course i n s t i g a t e d by the Z i o n i s t s . And t h e s e two d i s t i n g u i s h e d men 
are lured i n t o statements which are unfor tunate ly by no means the whole 
t r u t h . Thus, Adlai Stevenson, f o r whom I have the g r e a t e s t of r e s p e c t , 
s a i d : "Democracy and freedom are enshrined t h e r e . Fa i th i n j u s t i c e , i n 
human d i g n i t y and i n government under law are warmly he ld t h e r e . . . 
Nowhere i n the world are more generous arms extended t o those s e e k i n g 
re fuge from t r i b u l a t i o n . " T e l l t h a t , Governor Stevenson, t o the thousands 
of Arabs driven from t h e i r homes and l i v i n g i n misery i n re fugee camps. 

A l l t h i s i n t r u s i o n in to our p o l i t i c a l campaign i s g r o s s l y improper. 

I r e s e n t , t o o , the statement o f Ambassador Abba S . Eban r e j o i c i n g 
a t "the r e a f f i r m a t i o n by both p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s o f t h e i r s p e c i a l sympathy 
f o r I s r a e l . " We have known i n the pas t o f cases where the i n t e r f e r e n c e 
o f f o r e i g n ambassadors i n American p o l i t i c s has been b i t t e r l y r e s e n t e d . 
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The United. S t a t e s has no s p e c i a l t i e s •with I s r a e l . I n our 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s •we should "be governed "by d e v o t i o n t o f reedom 
and democracy on t h e one hand and t o J u s t i c e on t h e o t h e r . A s s u r e d l y 
we, a s b e l i e v e r s i n f a i r p l a y , a s a peop le w i th a h e a r t , must f e e l 
sympathy f o r t h e un fo r txma te Arabs who th rough no f a u l t o f t h e i r own 
have l o s t homes and homeland. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e r e a r e among us t h o s e 
who f a i l t o r e a l i z e t h a t our f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s should be de te rmined 
f rom t h e s t a n d p o i n t of t h e w e l f a r e of t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s — and s o l e l y 
s o . Our r e l i g i o n should n o t i n t h e s l i g h t e s t s e r v e t o i n f l u e n c e our 
n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e , whatever t h a t r e l i g i o n may b e . R e l i g i o n and p o l i t i c s 
must be s e p a r a t e and d i s t i n c t ; r e l i g i o n i s t h e r e l a t i o n of t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
t o h i s God. 

But even I n t h e r e l i g i o u s r ea lm t h e I s r a e l i f o r g e t t h e commandment 
which appea r s i n L e v i t i c u s : "Thou s h a l t love t h y n e i g h b o r a s t h y s e l f . " 
And t h i s commandment was named by J e s u s , a l o n g w i t h t h a t t o l ove your 
God, a s t h e very g r e a t e s t commandment. How have t h e I s r a e l i l i v e d up t o 
i t i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s t o t h e Arabs? 

The f a i l u r e t o s o l v e A r a b - I s r a e l i r e l a t i o n s l e a v e s t h e door wide 
open f o r t h e Communists. I t i s g e n e r a l l y f e l t t h a t t h e a n t i - S e m i t i s m 
which has r e c u r r e d i n R u s s i a and h e r s a t e l l i t e s t a t e s , i s a t l e a s t i n 
p a r t an e f f o r t t o win over t h e Arab s t a t e s . I do n o t mean t h a t t h e s e w i l l 
n e c e s s a r i l y y i e l d t o Communism, b u t i t w i l l a s s u r e d l y add t o t h e i r r e l u c -
t a n c e t o j o i n i n any Middle E a s t e r n O r g a n i z a t i o n (comparable t o NATO) 
i n o p p o s i t i o n t o Communism. I n t h e words of J u s t i c e W i l l i a m 0 . Douglas : 
"They ( I . e . , t h e R u s s i a n s ) t h i n k t h a t a n t i - S e m i t i s m i s a u s e f u l a l l y 
i n a p o l i t i c a l approach t o many of t h e people who i n h a b i t t h a t r e g i o n . " 

A s s u r e d l y t h e r e s u l t might w e l l be a g r i e v o u s blow t o t h e Wes te rn 
w o r l d . Involved would be t h e l o s s of d e s p e r a t e l y needed o i l ; b e s i d e s 
i t might a s a r e s u l t s e t up a p r o - S o v i e t b l o c i n A s i a which would 
c o n s t i t u t e a v e r i t a b l e p i n c e r s on t h e c e n t e r of A s i a — Lebanon, S y r i a , 
J o r d a n , Saud i -Arab i a , Egyp t , Iraq, and I r a n on t h e West, S i b e r i a , 
Manchuria, China, T i b e t on t h e E a s t , We must r e c a l l t oo t h a t t h e Arab 
b l o c k f a c e s t h e new t r i o a l l i e d t o t h e West - - Greece , Turkey and 
J u g o s l a v i a . 

The New York Times, p o i n t s o u t e d i t o r i a l l y : "As a f i n a l c o n s i d e r -
a t i o n i t I s worth n o t i n g t h a t t h e R u s s i a n move was c l e v e r l y c a l c u l a t e d 
t o make m a t t e r s more d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s i n t h e Near E a s t . 
I t w i l l I n c r e a s e t e n s i o n , e x a c e r b a t e t h e A r a b - I s r a e l i q u a r r e l and 
emphasize t h e a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g r e sen tmen t of t h e Arabs a g a i n s t t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s f o r i t s r o l e i n c r e a t i n g I s r a e l . " 

What f i n a l l y should America s a y t o I s r a e l ? We do sympath ize 
w i t h t h o s e of you who have s u f f e r e d so d e e p l y a t t h e hands of Nazi and 
S l a v i c b e a s t s . We wish t o h e l p you and t r u s t t h a t your new home w i l l 
become a permanent s h e l t e r f o r you and your c h i l d r e n . 

But we have a r i g h t i n r e t u r n t o make s e v e r a l demands of I s r a e l , 
demands t h a t a r e i n t h e i n t e r e s t of a f r e e w o r l d . 
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F i r s t , t h e absu rd n o t i o n t h a t Jews everywhere a r e l i v i n g i n e x i l e 
and w i l l o n l y be a t home i n I s r a e l must be c a s t a s i d e . The p rob lem, 
a s Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s a d m i t , i s t h a t "of a r o u s i n g Jews t o come h e r e ( i . e . , 
t o I s r a e l ) f rom o t h e r lands where t h e y l i v e i n peace and s e c u r i t y . " 
We a s k : "Why shou ld t h e y ? " Coupled w i t h t h i s e f f o r t i s t h e c o r o l l a r y 
t h a t " the Z i o n i s t f l a g which has begun t o f l y above t h e S t a t e o f I s r a e l 
be h o i s t e d a l o f t over t h e e n t i r e J ewi sh p e o p l e . " To t h a t I r e t o r t : 
"God f o r b i d I " 

Second, t h e c i t i z e n s h i p laws o f I s r a e l s h a l l n o t ( i n a c c o r d w i t h 
t h e p r e c e d i n g t h e o r y ) t r e a t a l l t h o s e born a s Jews and p r e s e n t l y i n 
I s r a e l a s a u t o m a t i c a l l y c i t i z e n s of I s r a e l and a t t h e same t ime s t i g m a -
t i z e a s a l i e n s Arabs bo rn i n P a l e s t i n e and descendan t s of t h o s e who have 
long r e s i d e d t h e r e . 

T h i r d , campaigns must cease t o l u r e young Americans away f rom t h i s 
land where t h e i r a n c e s t o r s were welcomed and enabled t o b r e a t h e f r e e l y . 
Le t u s n o t f o r g e t t h e ou t rageous words of Ben-Gurion: "We a p p e a l t o 
p a r e n t s t o h e l p us b r i n g t h e i r c h i l d r e n h e r e . Even i f t h e y d e c l i n e t o 
h e l p , we w i l l b r i n g t h e youth t o I s r a e l . " 

F o u r t h , t h e use o f r e l i g i o u s t e x t s , whether f o r s a b b a t h - s c h o o l s 
o r synagogues , imply ing t h a t I s r a e l i s t h e homeland o f a l l t h o s e who 
r e l i g i o u s l y a r e Jews , must be abandoned. 

F i f t h , Jews i n t h i s c o u n t r y must s t o p u s i n g t h e i r p o l i t i c a l power 
t o i n f l u e n c e our government o r e i t h e r p a r t y t o become a c a t ' s - p a w f o r 
I s r a e l . They must n o t y i e l d t o s i l v e r - t o n g u e d o r a t o r s . We must a l l 
t h i n k i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s s o l e l y a s Americans . 

S i x t h , I s r a e l must g ive f u l l r e l i g i o u s f reedom and r i g h t s t o a l l 
f a i t h s , n o t e x c l u d i n g Reform J u d a i s m . 

Seven th , I s r a e l shou ld r e c o g n i z e i t s o b l i g a t i o n s a s a member o f 
t h e Uni ted Nat ions and a c c e p t t h e d e c i s i o n a s t o J e r u s a l e m , an a c t i o n 
which w i l l prove of g r e a t h e l p i n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n . 

E i g h t h , I s r a e l must c a r e f o r t h e Arab r e f u g e e s , r e c e i v e them back 
i n t o I s r a e l , r e s t o r e t h e i r p r o p e r t y o r r e imburse them f u l l y f o r i t , and 
g r a n t them e q u a l i t y i n c i t i z e n s h i p . 

N i n t h , I s r a e l must s e e k t o s o l v e i t s problems w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o 
i t s Arab n e i g h b o r s t a t e s , n o t o n l y i n i t s own i n t e r e s t b u t i n t h a t o f 
t h e Western wor ld , t o which I s r a e l c l a ims t o b e l o n g i n s p i r i t . 

Yes, l e t us h e l p I s r a e l b u t l e t I s r a e l show t h a t i t d e s e r v e s o u r 
h e l p . I t cannot a s k ou r a i d whi l e t a k i n g s t e p s which j e o p a r d i z e t h e 
e n t i r e f r e e w o r l d . 

Help t h e y need — yes , d e s p e r a t e l y — b u t l e t them p l a y t h e i r p a r t 
i n mee t ing t h e i r own r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

There a r e t h o s e who c l a i m t h a t t h e American Counc i l f o r J u d a i s m 
i s a v e r s e t o a i d i n g t h e peop le of I s r a e l . That s t a t e m e n t i s f a l s e . 
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How could we f a i l t o he touched ־by t h e s u f f e r i n g s of any people who have 
gone th rough t h e f i r e s of p e r s e c t u i o n ? And above a l l how could we i n ou r 
h e a r t s f a i l t o s u f f e r w i t h t h o s e whose on ly cr ime was t h e p r a c t i c e o f t h e 
r e l i g i o n which we a l s o p r o f e s s ? No, we t r u s t t h a t now i n t h e l a n d o f 
P a l e s t i n e t h e y may a t l a s t be f r e e f rom t h e n igh tmare o f b r u t a l i t y which has 
hung over them i n so many l ands and l i v e p e a c e a b l y , h a p p i l y and p r o s p e r o u s l y 
n e a t h t h e i r own v i n e and f i g - t r e e . That i s w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n what we a l l a r e 
e a g e r t h e y a t t a i n . 

But i t i s n o t t h i s t h a t has t r o u b l e d u s . I t i s t h e e f f o r t t o t w i s t and 
d i s t o r t our sympathy. Money in t ended t o h e l p them i n t h e i r economic d i f f i -
cu l t i eB i s , much of i t , d i v e r t e d i n t o t h e channe l s of Z i o n i s t i c p ropaganda . 
The mere;•־׳ which t h e I s r a e l i s e e k and d e s e r v e , t h e y a r e n o t r eady t o show t o 
t h e u n f o r t u n a t e Arabs whose home has been P a l e s t i n e f o r l o ! t h e s e c e n t u r i e s . 
We r e s e n t t h e e f f o r t t o s e t Juda i sm above Americanism. We b e l o n g t o b o t h , 
each i n i t s own sphe re - - Jews by r e l i g i o n , Americans by home, s h e l t e r and 
l o y a l t y . We abhor t h e a t t e m p t t o l u r e young Jews f rom t h i s l and under t h e 
g u i s e of d u t y ; t h i s i s mere ly a scheme t o g a i n t e c h n i c a l s k i l l f o r I s r a e l . 
The J e w i s h youth must r e a l i z e what mighty o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h i s l and has g i v e n 
them and w i l l g ive t h e i r c h i l d r e n and t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s : t h e y must t o o f e e l 
t h e d e e p e s t of g r a t i t u d e f o r t h e s t a t u s t h e y have s e c u r e d h e r e . Think of what 
Jews i n t h i s land have been a b l e t o a t t a i n — Louis D. B r a n d e i s , Benjamin N. 
Cardozo, F e l i x F r a n k f u r t e r , H e r b e r t H. Lehman, Henry Horne r , Adolph Ochs, 
J acob S c h i f f , Henry Morgenthau, S e n i o r , and J u n i o r , Oscar S t r a u s s and Nathan 
S t r a u s s , Bernard Earuch, J u l i u s P.osenwald, J o Davidson, A l b e r t Miche l son , 
James Franck , Jo seph E r l a n g e r , Selman Waksman,* David W a r f i e l d , Yehudi Menhuin, 
I s a a c S t e m , P i e r r e Monteux, E r n e s t Bloch , I r v i n g B e r l i n , and George Gershwin. 
We see t h a t t h e doors of o p p o r t u n i t y have Indeed been opened t o us • What has 
been p o s s i b l e f o r them, p roves t h a t t h e r e a r e few b a r r i e r s f o r t h o s e who have 
t h e t a l e n t and t h e w i l l ; i n a t t a i n m e n t t h e r e a r e n o t many i r o n doo r s marked 
"Jews n o t a d m i t t e d " . But f o r what America has done , t hey have o f f e r e d t h e i r 
v e r y b e s t i n r e t u r n . 

We have a r i g h t t o a s k t h a t , i f I s r a e l r e a l l y s e e k s t o be a l l i e d t o t h e 
West r a t h e r t h a n t o t h e Communist b l o c , i n i t s a c t s a s a n a t i o n i t c o o p e r a t e 
w i t h t h e West . F r i c t i o n between t h e I s r a e l i and t h e Arabs i s meat and d r i n k 
t o t h e v u l t u r e s of t h e Communist wor ld . Of c o u r s e , t h e Arabs shou ld r e a l i z e 
t h a t i t bodes them no good — t h a t t h e R u s s i a n wolf ( l i k e t h e one i n L i t t l e 
Red R i d i n g Hood) i s s h a r p e n i n g i t s t e e t h , t h e b e t t e r t o devour them. Yet t h e 
temporary advantage t h e Arabs a n t i c i p a t e i n t h e i r d e a l i n g s w i t h I s r a e l , may 
b l i n d them t o t h e c o v e r t mot ives t h a t t h e Kremlin h a s . 

Assu red ly t h i s s i t u a t i o n bodes us no good — i t s t i l l f u r t h e r a l i e n a t e s 
t h e Arab world which has d e e p l y r e s e n t e d our p a r t b o t h i n e s t a b l i s h i n g I s r a e l 
and c o n t i n u o u s l y s u p p o r t i n g i t . Undoubtedly t h i s d i a b o l i c a l l y c l e v e r S o v i e t 
move has made t h e problem of t h e Middle Eas t much h a r d e r . 

I s r a e l i n s e l f - d e f e n s e and i n h e r avowed r o l e a s an a l l y of t h e Wes t ,mus t 
c o o p e r a t e w i t h t h e f r e e n a t i o n s In e f f o r t s t o s o l v e h e r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e 
Arab s t a t e s . That i s t h e b e s t r e t u r n she can make f o r t h e h e l p and s u p p o r t 
she has r e c e i v e d from t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . And we, i n t u r n , must s e e k t o a i d 
i n t h e i r s o l u t i o n , b e a r i n g i n mind I s r a e l ' s s p e c i f i c problems b u t n o t f o r -
g e t t i n g t h o s e of t h e Western w o r l d . 

*To t h e p r e c e d i n g f o u r Nobel p r i z e winners o t h e r s l i k e A l b e r t E i n s t e i n 
might w e l l be added; t h e s c i e n t i s t s l i s t e d were among t h o s e who r e c e i v e d 
t h e award wh i l e r e s i d e n t s of t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s . 
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I t p r o b a b l y i s t r u e t h a t I n t h i s -world a s t a t e ״was needed t o s e r v e 
as a s h e l t e r f o r t h e Jews f l e e i n g t h e p e r s e c u t i o n s and t h e d read f i r e s 
of t h e Nazis and t h e i r f e l l o w b r u t e s i n Communist l a n d s . That was 
however a need ־ ־ a d r e a d f u l need — as a r e s u l t of t h e c r u e l t y o f 
supposed ly c i v i l i z e d human b e i n g s . I t was n o t t h e s o l u t i o n t h a t was 
most d e s i r a b l e . At t h e t ime of such s u f f e r i n g e v e r y land shou ld have 
s a i d Come t״ : o u s , ye h e a v i l y l aden : we warmly welcome t h o s e who have 
s u f f e r e d so d r e a d f u l l y . We would be f a i t h l e s s t o our r e l i g i o n (whatever 
our c r e e d ) i f we d i d o t h e r w i s e . " No I o n l y would eve ry n a t i o n have f e l t 
t h a t i t was f u l f i l l i n g i t s obvious d u t y , b u t i n each land t h o s e r e f u g e e s 
would have proved among t h e s t a t e ' s most g r a t e f u l and l o y a l c i t i z e n s and 
made c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e n a t i o n a l l i f e which would have e n r i c h e d i t and 
made i t s people proud t h a t t h e y had welcomed them. Indeed t h o s e who were 
admi t t ed t o t h e Uni t ed S t a t e s have made i n e s t i m a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s ; I 
t r u s t some day a book may be p u b l i s h e d t e l l i n g what t h e r e f u g e e s f rom 
t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m have c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s l a n d . S e v e r a l t imes i n t h i s 
connec t ion I have quoted t h e B i b l i c a l words : "The s t o n e which t h e 
b u i l d e r s r e f u s e d i s become t h e h e a d - s t o n e o f t h e c o r n e r . " So has i t been 
wherever generous h e a r t s have w i t h o u t t hough t of g a i n s h e l t e r e d t h e un -
f o r t u n a t e e x i l e s . 

To a l l t h e s u f f e r i n g , whatever t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y , wha tever t h e i r 
r e l i g i o n , our h e a r t s go out and our p u r s e s a r e open . But a s f o r o u r -
s e l v e s , even as t h e a n c i e n t Roman s a i d w i t h p r i d e : "C iv i s Romanus sum" 
( I am a Roman c i t i z e n ) , so do we s a y w i t h even more r i g & t f u l p r i d e and 
w i t h o v e r f l o w i n g g r a t i t u d e : " I am an American c i t i z e n " and I have no 
bond o r a l l e g i a n c e t o any o t h e r s t a t e ־ , To America we owe a l l we a r e 
and have and we w i l l shape a l l our a c t i o n s w i t h an eye s o l e l y t o t h e 
w e l f a r e of t h i s land on which r e s t t h e hopes of a f r e e w o r l d . 

 •א-
* * 
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The American Council f o r Judaism was organized t en y e a r s ago because 
Jewish na t i ona l i sm , speaking a p p a r e n t l y unopposed in the name of a l l 
American Jews, t h r e a t e n e d t o dominate t h e American Jewish s cene . Many 
American Jews r e j e c t i n g Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m cons idered Judaism t h e supreme 
exp re s s ion of Jewish l i f e and were determined to defend i t a g a i n s t such 
encroachment. The founders of t h e Counci l , laymen and r a b b i s , agreed t h a t 
t h e t i e t h a t binds Jews in the United S t a t e s i s our Judaism and t h a t t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of Jews on any o t h e r b a s i s i n our country would be a g r i evous 
e r r o r . 

For t he se reasons we stood a loof from the p r e s s u r e s w i t h which t h e 
Z i o n i s t s t a t e was c r e a t e d ; indeed, we opposed t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of I s r a e l . 
Never the less I s r a e l was c r e a t e d . Events s i nce t h e n v i n d i c a t e t h e f o r e -
s i g h t of the Council and b r i n g i n t o even s h a r p e r focus t h e t r u t h of t h e 
Counc i l ' s p o s i t i o n  י .

This i s evidenced i n two a r e a s : The Council recognized t h e s e n t i -
ments of t r a d i t i o n , c u l t u r e , r e l i g i o n and p h i l a n t h r o p y t h a t bound many 
Jews to P a l e s t i n e — many Council members sha res t h e s e sen t imen t s — b u t i t 
i n s i s t e d t h a t f o r Jewish c i t i z e n s of t h i s country I s r a e l could never be 
anything e l s e t h a n a f o r e i g n s t a t e l i k e any o t h e r f o r e i g n s t a t e . Jewish 
n a t i o n a l i s t s make i t appear t h a t t he Jewish c i t i z e n s of t h e United S t a t e s 
suppor t t h e f o r e i g n p o l i c y of I s r a e l In a l l i t s i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . 
Secondly, e x t r a o r d i n a r y e f f o r t s a r e exe r t ed among us to t i e us psycho-
l o g i c a l l y and emot iona l ly to the s t a t e of I s r a e l through t h e e d u c a t i o n of 
our c h i l d r e n and through Z i o n i s t c o n t r o l of a l l our i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

I s h a l l cons ide r b r i e f l y each of t h e s e a r e a s p f Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t 
i n t r u s i o n and suggest how Jews may oppose such i n t r u s i o n . 

01®: Though t h e r e have been d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e Government of 
I s r a e l and the Z i o n i s t Organ iza t ion of America, t h e connect ion between them 
i s an in t ima te one and t h e Z i o n i s t Organ iza t ion occupies a p o s i t i o n of 
s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e v i s - a - v i s I s r a e l . I t not on ly seeks f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t 
f o r I s r a e l which i s needed and j u s t i f i e d w i t h i n l i m i t s , b u t i t a t t e m p t s t o 
o rgan ize American J e r s In beha l f of I s r a e l i p o l i c y which i s n e i t h e r n e c e s -
s a r y nor j u s t i f i e d . I t conceives of and a t t empts t o use the American 
Jewish community as a p r e s s u r e b lock f o r I s r a e l i i n t e r e s t s . Th i s i n e f f e c t 
i s o l a t e s us f rom our fel low-Americans as a s o l i d p o l i t i c a l enc lave w i t h i n 
t h e American scene whose concern i s t o see t h a t American p o l i c y g ives 
I s r a e l p r e f e r e n t i a l suppor t i n the Middle E a s t . Let me be s p e c i f i c . 



Lazaron - 2 

U n t i l r e c e n t l y t h e United S t a t e s en joyed t h e a d m i r a t i o n of t h e Middle 
Eas t p e o p l e s . We have a l l bu t l o s t i t . U n t i l we r e g a i n t h e c o n f i d e n c e of 
t h e Arab and Moslem wor ld , no e f f e c t i v e Middle Eas t d e f e n s e i s p o s s i b l e , 
f o r d e f e n s e i s no t on ly a m a t t e r of guns , i t has t o do w i t h a t t i t u d e s , w i t h 
t h e f e e l i n g s of men, w i th t h i n g s of t h e s p i r i t . Our p o l i c y i n t h e Middle 
Eas t i s t h e r e f o r e be ing r e - a p p r s i s e d . We cannot and presumably we s h a l l n o t 
p l a y f a v o r i t e s . We must c o n s i d e r t h e a r e a as a whole . 

The S o v i e t l e a d e r s know t h i s . The i r b r e a k w i t h I s r a e l was p r o b a b l y 
des igned not on ly t o win f a v o r i n t h e Middle Eas t b u t t o embarrass t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s , t o b r i n g about t e n s i o n s between us and I s r a e l and be tween us 
and t h e Arab and Moslem S t a t e s . I s r a e l i and Z i o n i s t p o l i c y p layed i n t o 
t h e i r hands when comparing S o v i e t a n t i - S e m i t i s m and a n t i - Z i o n i s m t o Nazi 
genoc ide , i t c a l l e d upon Russ ia t o ' l e t t h e Jews o u t ' . This was j u s t what 
the S o v i e t l e a d e r s wanted . I t in f lamed Arab f e a r s . I t s t i m u l a t e d Z i o n i s t 
p r e s s u r e on Washington t o s t and by I s r a e l . A l l t h e agenc i e s of Z i o n i s t 
propaganda were exe r t ed i n t h i s c o u n t r y t o r a l l y Jews t o u rge Washington t o 
s t and beh ind I s r a e l . Washington was on t h e s p o t . This was what t h e Kremlin 
w a n t e d . While t h e Kremlin has v i n d i c a t e d t h e d o c t o r s , i t has no t changed i t s 
a t t i t u d e t o Zionism and I s r a e l . I t s t i l l u s e s both t o embarrass t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s . 

How long can I s r a e l expec t s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t a t t h e hands of t h e Uni t ed 
S t a t e s ? Only so long as our government f e e l s t h a t I s r a e l i p o l i c y c o i n c i d e s 
w i t h t h e b e s t i n t e r e s t s and s e c u r i t y of our coun t ry and i t s peop le and t h e 
d e f e n s e of t h e f r e e w o r l d . This i s not cyn ic i sm; I t i s f a c t . No m a t t e r 
what t h e i r f e e l i n g s f o r I s r a e l may be a l l bu t a sma l l group of American Jews 
w i l l a c c e p t t h e p o l i c y of Washington as t h e i r p o l i c y , I s r a e l i and Z i o n i s t 
p r e s s u e s t o t h e c o n t r a r y n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g . 

TWO: The C o u n c i l ' s warn ings i n t h e second a r e a have l i k e w i s e been 
v i n d i c a t e d : Z i o n i s t and I s r a e l i a t t e m p t s t o c a p t u r e t h e communit ies , t o 
dominate Jewish e d u c a t i o n and a l l our i n s t i t u t i o n s and g ive t o American 
Jewish l i f e an I s r a e l i o r i e n t a t i o n . 

The r e c e n t s e s s i o n s of t h e Union of American Hebrew Congrega t ions 
r e v e a l e d t h e c o n f u s i o n of t h i n k i n g among u s . I t i s t r u e t h a t r e s o l u t i o n s 
were passed f o r s t r e n g t h e n i n g Judaism i n America. But a t t h e same t ime t h e 
Union voted to remain i n t h e Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t dominated N a t i o n a l Community 
R e l a t i o n s Advisory Counc i l . I t v o t e d a l s o t o u rge t h e American Jewish 
Committee and the An t i -Defamat ion League t o r e t u r n t o t h e NCRAC. These 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s withdrew from t h e NCRAC no t on ly t o p r e s e r v e t h e impor t an t work 
they were doing i n c e r t a i n a r e a s b u t because a t long l a s t t h e y saw t h e chasm 
which d i v i d e d them i n ph i lo sophy and method f rom Jewish N a t i o n a l i s t s and 
N a t i o n a l i s m . 

The s t o r y of Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t i n f i l t r a t i o n i n t o and domina t ion o f ou r 
c h i l d r e n s ' r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n ; t h e C o u n c i l ' s o p p o s i t i o n ; Z i o n i s t t a c t i c s of 
i n t i m i d a t i o n and c e n s o r s h i p a r e t oo f a m i l i a r f o r r e p e t i t i o n h e r e . The r e c e n t 
meeting of the Jewish Agency i n J e rusa l em r e s 0 3.ved to make e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
e f f o r t s i n t h e f i e l d of e d u c a t i o n t o c l a i m t h e minds and h e a r t s of our 
c h i l d r e n . 

Every a t t empt t o s e p a r a t e f u n d s f o r p h i l a n t h r o p i c and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
work f rom p o l i t i c s and propaganda has f a i l e d . 
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I t i s bad enough t h a t we a r e i n danger of b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d a p o l i t i c a l 
b l o c and t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l i s t s a r e dominant i n our community a f f a i r s bu t 
most t r a g i c of a l l i s t h a t we Jews and our Judaism a r e i n dange r of l o s i n g 
t h e r i g h t t o speak w i t h moral a u t h o r i t y f o r we have poured our e f f o r t and 
our e n e r g i e s p r i m a r i l y i n t o Z i o n i s t c h a n n e l s . Have we l o s t our c a p a c i t y 
f o r i n d i g n a t i o n a t wrong? S h a l l we demand j u s t i c e f o r Jews a l o n e ? What 
Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n has l i f t e d i t s v o i c e i n b e h a l f of t h e Arab r e f u g e e s 
numbering some 800,000 p e o p l e here i;׳." ? n the pronouncements of t h e S o c i a l 
J u s t i c e Commission of the r a b b i n i c a l con fe r ences and t h e Union and 
Synagogue Counci l i s t h e r e any mention of t h e p l i g h t of t h e h a p l e s s Moslem 
and Arab s u f f e r e r s ? Does Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m crowd o u t eve ry f e e l i n g of 
sympathy f o r any o t h e r group t h a n Jews? 

What can be done? I do no t seek t o impose my own o p i n i o n s on you . I 
g ive you on ly ay p e r s o n a l judgment as t o what we shou ld do and t h e s p i r i t 
i n which we should do i t . F i r s t i n r e f e r e n c e t o I s r a e l . 

Although I opposed t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e Z i o n i s t S t a t e , a l t h o u g h I 
b e l i e v e t h e c r e a t i o n of I s r a e l t o have been a mi s t ake , i t would be 
u n u t t e r a b l y sad i f i t should be d e s t r o y e d . 

I t h i n k no t o n l y i n m a t e r i a l t e rms , of t h e v a s t sums t h a t have been 
poured i n t o P a l e s t i n e and t h e a lmost mi racu lous achievments of t h e 
s e t t l e r s . I t h i n k i n human t e r m s . The o l d e r p i o n e e r s , t h o s e who came i n 
the middle p e r i o d f rom 1917 t o 1933 and t h o s e who sought r e f u g e f rom t h e 
Nazi t y r a n n y and found i t . I t h i n k of t h e b r u i s e d and b roken b rough t t o 
h e a l t h , of d e s p a i r s t u r n e d to hope ; of l i v e s saved , f a m i l i e s r e u n i t e d ; of 
v a l i a n t youth g iven ano the r chance . 1 t h i n k of t h e love w i t h which t h e 
rocky s o i l was tended so t h a t i t b rough t f o r t h food and t h e h a r d l a b o u r 
which made t h e land blossom and t h e b a r r e n h i l l s i d e s c l o t h e d w i t h young 
t r e e s which hold f a s t t h e c e n t u r i e s o l d n e g l e c t e d s o i l . I t h i n k no t on ly 
of t h e p h y s i c a l courage of t h e p i o n e e r s bu t of t h e i r moral courage , t h e i r 
s t amina , t h e i r i n t e g r i t y , d a r i n g danger , war and d e a t h i t s e l f . I t would 
be u n u t t e r a b l y sad should a l l t h i s go down i n r u i n . The Jew has had 
enough h e a r t a c h e t h r u s t upon him, wby should he go f o r t h s e e k i n g more? 

Even such moving c o n s i d e r a t i o n s however do no t commit me t o s u p p o r t 
I s r a e l so long as t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n o b t a i n s i n P a l e s t i n e and h e r e . 
Were c o n d i t i o n s d i f f e r e n t —׳ and t h e y might be — I s r a e l could win 
un rese rved suppor t of a l l b ranches of Jewry, t h e f r i e n d s h i p of t h e Arab 
s t a t e s and t h e Moslem wor ld , t h e con t inued f a v o r of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s 
government and t h e u n q u a l i f i e d back ing of t h e United ׳Nations, t h u s i n s u r i n g 
i t s f u t u r e a g a i n s t p o s s i b l e d i s a s t e r and s e t t i n g i t s f o u n d a t i o n s on t h e 
impregnable rock of t h e w o r l d ' s g o o d w i l l . 

Th is idea must be a m p l i f i e d . 

I s r a e l today i s the same l a n d b r i d g e between Eas t and West t h a t i t was 
i n B ib l ica l t i m e s . The same g e o - p o l i t i c a l , economic f a c t o r s which o b t a i n e d 
t h e n o b t a i n now. I t i s small as a n c i e n t P a l e s t i n e was s m a l l . I t i s 
surrounded by h o s t i l e peoples a s Judea was c i r c l e d by enemy n a t i o n s . To 
t h e n o r t h a t t h a t t ime were A s s y r i a and Babylon; t o d a y i t i s Russia; t o 
t h e South was Egypt as i t i s t o d a y . Some of t h e s e f a c t o r s a r e permanent ; 
t h e y cannot be changed. Othe r s a r e no t permanent , t h e y can be changed and 
t h e r e i n l i e s p o t e n t i a l hope f o r t h e young s t a t e . 

There w i l l be no s e c u r i t y f o r I s r a e l s o long as i t i s sur rounded by 
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h o s t i l e peop les and s u b j e c t t o economic b o y c o t t o r t h e t h r e a t of war f r o m 
them. She w i l l exhaus t her economy and u l t i m a t e l y d e s t r o y h e r s e l f so long 
as she spends so l a r g e a p o r t i o n of h e r own r e s o u r c e s , t h e g i f t s and 
inves tmen t s of f r i e n d s , t h e g r a n t s of governments t o m a i n t a i n an army f o r 
d e f e n s e , when t h e s e monies might be used f o r l and r e c l a m a t i o n , t h e d e v e l o p -
ment of i n d u s t r i e s , t h e b u i l d i n g of h o u s e s , t h e promotion of e d u c a t i o n and 
t h e a r t s , t h e e l e v a t i o n of t h e s t a n d a r d s of l i v i n g and t h e maintenance of 
t h e g e n e r a l w e l f a r e . This i s £ s tupendous j ob and i t w i l l no t be done 
th rough m i r a c l e s j 

The o f f i c i a l l e a d e r s of Zionism have seldom been s e n s i t i v e t o Arab 
and Moslem f e e l i n g s i n c e t h e t ime of t h e B a l f o u r D e c l a r a t i o n . I t i s a 
s i n g u l a r phenomenon t h a t descendan t s of t hose upon whom was e n j o i n e d 
"Remember ye were s t r a n g e r s " should be so deaf t o t h i s a p p e a l r e c i t e d each 
y e a r a t t h e P a s s o v e r . I s r a e l even now does no t g ive due c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o 
t h e e x t e n t of Arab and Moslem p r e j u d i c e and h a t e , b r o u g h t a b o u t , on ly i n 
p a r t by t h e r e c e n t war between them. I t has been so busy j u s t i f y i n g i t s e l f , 
g r a p p l i n g w i t h i t s own problems — and t h e y were heavy — t h a t i t has f a i l e d 
t o t a k e any o t h e r p o i n t of view i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Zionism as preached 
and p r a c t i c e d was a c o n s t a n t source of i r r i t a t i o n and more. The I rgun was 
g u i l t y of the t e r r i b l e crime of De i r Y a s s i n . But i t i s a l s o t r u e t h a t t h e r e 
vrere and a r e Arab murders and k i l l i n g s . One does no t excuse t h e o t h e r . 

C e r t a i n f a c t s r emain . Hundreds of thousands of Arabs a r e r e f u g e e s . 
Many of them s t a n d i n g on t h e b a r e h i l l s gaze d a i l y on wooded l ands and 
fa rms which were t h e i r homes. Others look i n t o Jewish J e r u s a l e m and can 
see t h e v e r y houses where t h e y l i v e d . T h e i r p r i d e has been h u r t ; revenge 
r i s e s i n t h e i r h e a r t s . "What hope i s t h e r e f o r us and our c h i l d r e n ? " , t h e y 
c r y . Jews should unde r s t and t h e sound of t h a t c r y f o r we o u r s e l v e s have 
u t t e r e d i t many t imes i n our p i l g r i m a g e . 

I s r a e l ' s p o s i t i o n i s indeed p r e c a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l l y , e conomica l ly and 
m i l i t a r i l y b u t i t i s p r e c a r i o u s f rom a n o t h e r p o i n t of view no t o f t e n 
men t ioned ,ye t a v e r y r e a l f a c t o r i n t h e s i t u a t i o n ; t h e p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 
C h r i s t i a n sympathy f o r I s r a e l and t h e Jew w i l l be e x h a u s t e d . 

The H i t l e r i a n p e r s e c u t i o n s shook t h e C h r i s t i a n w o r l d . Our C h r i s t i a n 
b r e t h r e n could unders t and t h e d e s i r e of Z i o n i s t s t o b u i l d i n P a l e s t i n e a 
homeland f o r t h i s s t r i c k e n p e o p l e . The exces se s of Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m 
s i n c e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e s t a t e have not gone u n n o t i c e d however. An 
u n d e r c u r r e n t of r e sen tmen t i s r i s i n g . I t i s unexpressed a t t h e moment 
b e c a u s e , a s one C h r i s t i a n f r i e n d p u t i t t o me: "We f e e l so keen ly t h e s i n 
of a n t i - S e m i t i s m . The g u i l t of a n t i - S e m i t i s m i s a heavy burden on ou r 
h e a r t s f o r i t i s a n t i - S e m i t i s m which c r e a t e d Zionism and we can u n d e r s t a n d 
t h e w i l l of t h e Jew t o f i n d s e c u r i t y and peace i n I s r a e l . Because of our 
sense of g u i l t we would do no th ing t o h u r t I s r a e l and we have kep t s i l e n t 
when we should have spoken. We a r e no t a n t i - S e m i t e s . But t h e l i m i t of 
p a t i e n c e i s approach ing ; and C h r i s t i a n , Moslem, I s r a e l i , Jewish American 
and wor ld i n t e r e s t s a r e t h r e a t e n e d by t h e i n t r a n s i g e a n c e of I s r a e l i and 
Z i o n i s t l e a d e r s h i p . " 

?/hat can be done t o r e t r i e v e the s i t u a t i o n , t o p r e v e n t t h e c a t a s t r o p h e 
of I s r a e l ' s f a l l and t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of a l l t h a t has been so s a c r i f i c i a l l y 
ach i eved? What can be done t h a t w i l l be f a i r t o t h e Moslem, Arab and 
I s r a e l i and b r i n g about t h a t r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and c o - o p e r a t i o n i n t h e Middle 
Eas t which w i l l i n s u r e the d e f e n s e of t h e a r e a ? 
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The United S t a t e s and t h e Uni ted Nat ions must urge t h a t I s r a e l make 
su.ch s u b s t a n t i a l g e s t u r e s t o the Arab and LSoslem peop le s t h a t w i l l conv ince 
them of I s r a e l ' s i n t e n t i o n and d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o work w i t h them as a f r i e n d l y 
ne ighbor i n t h e development of t h e Middle E a s t . S i m u l t a n e o u s l y t h e b o y c o t t 
of I s r a e l shou ld be l i f t e d . Those g e s t u r e s should b e : 

1 . The d e f i n i t i o n and gua ran t ee of b o r d e r l i n e s . 
2 . R e s t i t u t i o n of Arab p r o p e r t y . 
3 . R e s e t t l e m e n t of Arab r e f u g e e s who f o r g e n e r a t i o n s have 

l i v e d i n P a l e s t i n e . 
U. F u l l and e q u a l c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s f o r Arabs . The 

p r e s e n t I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s h i p law i s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y . 
5 . I n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of J e rusa l em under t h e s u p e r v i s i o n 

of t h e United N a t i o n s . 

Such a p o l i c y w i l l no t p l e a s e t h e e x t r e m i s t s i n I s r a e l nor t h e f a n a t i c s 
i n the Arab and Moslem s t a t e s . But i t i s t h e on ly p o l i c y t h a t v r i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y b r i n g peace i n t h e Middle E a s t . The e x t r e m i s t s on bo th s i d e s 
may even r e s o r t t o bloodshed In t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n b u t l a c k i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
suppor t t h e y w i l l f a i l . The knowledge t h a t t h e e x i s t e n c e of I s r a e l w i l l be 
gua ran t eed -י- indeed t h i s i s t h e on ly way i t can be gua ran teed — w i l l b r i n g 
I s r a e l i moderates t o suppor t such a s o l u t i o n . I n t e r n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t y must 
r e p r e s s t h e e x t r e m i s t , d i s cou rage t h e f a n a t i c and g ive t h e l and a chance . 

Enduring s t a t e s a r e no t b o r n ma tu re . They evolve as t h e i r i n h a b i t a n t s 
l a b o r and c r e a t e t o g e t h e r . The p o l i t i c a l f u t u r e of t h e Middle Eas t w i l l be 
i n s u r e d i n t h e t r o u b l e d y e a r s ahead o n l y th rough p e a c e f u l compromise of a l l 
t h o s e r a c i a l , n a t i o n a l , r e l i g i o u s and i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o r c e s which c e n t e r i n 
P a l e s t i n e . They who say t h e y love P a l e s t i n e should no t i n s i s t on any o t h e r 
way. They who i n t r u t h seek " t h e peace of Jerusa lem" w i l l f i n d i t o n l y i n 
honorab l e , democra t ic compromise. 

Moslem, C h r i s t i a n and Jew must show r ega rd to t h e s a n c t i t i e s of o u r 
f a i t h s a l l of which p r o c l a i m ' j u s t i c e , j u s t i c e s h a l t thou s e e k ' . We must 
y i e l d t o t h e s p i r i t of t h e l and i t s e l f , h o l y a l i k e t o them a l l . Then 
indeed s h a l l t h e God of I s r a e l be v i n d i c a t e d by t h e conduct of t h o s e who 
say they b e l i e v e i n Him and He s h a l l become t h e God of t h e n a t i o n s whose 
s p i r i t , f i n d i n g haven i n Zion, s h a l l go f o r t h f rom J e r u s a l e m as t h e s p i r i t 
of R e c o n c i l i a t i o n and peace t o a l l t he w o r l d . 

Second - what can Jews i n America do t o save our communit ies f rom 
Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t c o n t r o l ? 

We need on ly a band of de te rmined men and women who a r e w i l l i n g t o t a k e 
up t h e c h a l l e n g e . Example i s con t ag ious and t h e t i d e of even t s f l ows w i t h 
u s . One man who a s s e r t s h imse l f can save a community. One community can 
se rve as example t o many o t h e r s . American Jews must r i d t hemse lves of 
l i v i n g under a p a l l of f e a r of t h e Z i o n i s t s . They must r e j e c t t h e e a s y 
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s w i t h which t h e y have so o f t e n j u s t i f i e d t h e i r l a c k of moral 
courage t o oppose them and t h e e q u a l l y e a s y r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s which prompted 
them t o g ive t h e n a t i o n a l i s t s t h e i r s u p p o r t . 
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What I am p ropos ing i s a r e v o l t of i n d i v i d u a l s and community l e a d e r s , 
r a b b i s and laymen a g a i n s t Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t dominance of American l i f e . 
Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m i n I s r a e l i s normal and p r o p e r u n l e s s i t deve lops t h e 
f a n a t i c i s m of chauvin i sm. Jewish na t iona l i sm, has no p l a c e i n t h e American 
scene whether i t works openly o r i n t h e gu i se of e d u c a t i o n and p h i l a n t h r o p y . 
Wherever Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m l i f t s i t 3 head I c a l l f o r a f i r m , c l e a r and 
uncompromising o p p o s i t i o n , w i thou t n a m e - c a l l i n g , r e c r i m i n a t i o n o r 
b i t t e r n e s s . 

What w i l l happen t o Jewish u n i t y ? There i s no u n i t y among Jews t o d a y 
except such as i s imposed by n a t i o n a l i s t methods. I t i s a s p u r i o u s u n i t y . 
But t h e r e i s a b a s i s f o r u n i t y . Let us keep our d i f f e r e n c e s b u t u n i t e 
where we can u n i t e : on a p r a c t i c a l , s t a t e s m a n l i k e program. Let us have 
done w i t h p a r t i e s and p o l i t i c s which bec loud the u n i v e r s a l i s s u e s a t s t a k e . 
There i s no r e a s o n why American Jews should no t be p r o - P a l e s t i n e , b u t 
America and no t P a l e s t i n e should be t h e f o c a l p o i n t of ou r i n t e r e s t . 
Judaism no t Zionism, God not I s r a e l shou ld have pr imacy i n our t h i n k i n g . 

I n Arnold Toyribee's l a t e s t book he makes t h e p o i n t t h a t t h e West went 
i n t o t h e Eas t twice and f a i l e d . I t moved i n t o t h e Eas t n e a r l y 800 y e a r s 
ago w i t h t h e sword and conques t of the Crusades and though i t c a r r i e d t h e 
c r o s s i n i t s hands , i t f a i l e d . The West a g a i n moved i n t o t h e Eas t n e a r l y 
two hundred y e a r s ago w i t h i t s t e c h n o l o g i c a l r e v o l u t i o n b u t t h e Eas t 
r e j e c t e d t h e West a second t i m e . I t wan ted something more t h a n W e s t e r n 
t e chno logy to s a t i s f y t h e p ro found c r av ing of i t s s p i r i t which f o r so many 
c e n t u r i e s had w r e s t l e d w i th t h e problems of human l i f e and d e s t i n y . The 
Eas t s a i d our m i s e r a b l e , hunger ing m i l l i o n s must be f e d and c l o t h e d and 
housed and educa ted b u t no t a t t h e expense of t h e m y s t e r i o u s and compe l l ing 
c l a i m s of t h e human s o u l . We cannot t r a d e o r b a r t e r our empire of t h e 
s p i r i t f o r your washing machines and e l e c t r i c g a d g e t s . U n t i l t h e West 
goes I n t o t h e Eas t w i t h some s y n t h e s i s of i dea and p r a c t i c e , of f a i t h and 
conduc t , t h e Eas t w i l l r e f u s e what the West has t o o f f e r . Judaism and t h e 
Jew came out of t h e Eas t and a f t e r n e a r l y two thousand y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e , 
t h e c i r cums tances of h i s t o r y b rough t about a r e t u r n m i g r a t i o n t o t h e E a s t . 
But what has t h i s e a s t e r n m i g r a t i o n of t h e Jew brought t o t h e E a s t ? The 
l a s t q u a r t e r c e n t u r y t e l l s a s t o r y on ly h a l f good and p a r t g l o r i o u s . 

I s no t t h i s t h e time of o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e Jew t o t a k e i n t o t h e E a s t , 
wrought o u t of h i s long p i l g r i m a g e , t h e v e r y s y n t h e s i s of dream and 
a c t u a l i t y , of f a i t h and works , of t e c h n o l o g i c a l advance permeated w i t h 
t h e p r o p h e t i c s p i r i t of j u s t i c e and compassion? I s r a e l i n P a l e s t i n e may 
w e l l become t h e advance guard of an army t h a t b r i n g s no t d i v i s i o n , b u t 
c o o p e r a t i o n ; no t p r e j u d i c e , bu t compassion; no t conques t , b u t j u s t i c e ; no t 
war , bu t p e a c e . 
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The American Counci l f o r Judaism i s an o r g a n i z a t i o n of American Jews. I n 
o rde r t o make c l e a r i t s pu rposes , the reasons f o r i t s e x i s t e n c e , and t h e ob-
j e c t i v e s i t seeks t o a t t a i n , i t i s necessa ry f i r s t t o s t a t e i t s unde r s t and ing 
of Judaism and of the word "Jew". 

The C o u n c i l ' s view of t h e s e mat te r s i s not a c r e a t i o n of i t s own. On t h e 
c o n t r a r y , i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s an a n c i e n t one and i s i n the d i r e c t l i n e of 
Jewish development i n t h e United S t a t e s s i n c e c o l o n i a l t i m e s , unques t ionably 
t h e r e a r e o the r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s and o the r d e f i n i t i o n s , bu t t h e members of t h e 
Counci l have s e l e c t e d the views, i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s and d e f i n i t i o n s t h a t seem 
t r u e t o them, and have jo ined t o g e t h e r t o forward what they b e l i e v e t o be t h e 
course and development of American Judaism and American Jews. 

Judaism i s a r e l i g i o n and 
Jews a vo lun ta ry a s s o c i a t i o n 

Judaism i s a r e l i g i o n , and what makes one a Jew i s adherence t o t h a t r e -
l i g i o n and vo lun ta ry i d e n t i f i c a t i o n with t h e f e l l o w s h i p connected wi th i t . 

We a r e aware t h a t many peop le , both those who r ega rd themselves as Jews 
and those who do n o t , w i l l c l a s s i f y one a s Jew merely because he i s descended 
by b i r t h f rom Jews. That view i s a s o c i o l o g i c a l f a c t . But i t i s a view t h a t 
has no p l a c e i n t h i s country and i n t h i s a g e . We hope f o r i t s e l i m i n a t i o n . 

Jews were never a r a c e . I n t imes o the r t h a n our own, they may have been , 
and i n l ands o ther than t h e United S t a t e s they may s t i l l choose t o be something 
more, l e s s , or d i f f e r e n t t han the adheren t s of a r e l i g i o n s a n a t i o n , a c u l t u r e 
o r an e t h n i c group. 

We, i n the United S t a t e s , i n the Twent ie th Cen tury , accept none of t h e s e 
o the r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s of e i t h e r Judaism or Jews. Judaism i s a r e l i g i o n and 
t h e group known as Jews should b e , and should be recognized a s , a f r e e 
a s s o c i a t i o n composed by a c t s of i n d i v i d u a l cho ice . 

I n saying t h i s , we must avoid misunders tanding of what we mean by 
" r e l i g i o n ״ . Judaism a s a " r e l i g i o n " means both l e s s and more t h a n might 
s u p e r f i c i a l l y appear . 
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X. THE RELIGION OF JIDAISM 

Judaism as a r e l i g i o n i s l e s s 
t h a n might s u p e r f i c i a l l y a p p e a r , 
f o r i t r e q u i r e s no fo rma l i sms 

Judaism may appear t o be l e s s than i s commonly unde r s tood by t h e t e r m 
" r e l i g i o n " , because i t r e q u i r e s no fo rmal i sms and i s uncommonly f r e e of 
dogmatism. 

This i s n o t a f o r m a l i s t i c age . Many peop le a r e i n d i f f e r e n t t o o rgan ized 
r e l i g i o n , u n a t t r a c t e d by c e r e m o n i a l , r i t u a l , g roup worsh ip o r f o r m . One may 
be r e l i g i o u s w i t h o u t any of t h e s e . I t i s enough to a c c e p t r e l i g i o n a s s e r v i n g 
two broad p u r p o s e s : (1) g i v i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e t o human l i f e and some d e f i n i t i o n , 
b o t h s a t i s f y i n g and u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between men 
a n d between man and t h e u n i v e r s e , t h e r e b y g i v i n g answers t o p e r s o n a l p e r -
p l e x i t i e s ; and (2) e l e v a t i n g s o c i a l conduct and s t a n d a r d s , t h e r e b y surmount ing 
t h e p e r s o n a l and becoming a s o c i a l f o r c e . 

C e n t r a l t o r e l i g i o n i s a b e l i e f i n God. The r e l a t i o n s h i p between man and 
t h e u n i v e r s e i s th rough God; b ro the rhood of man, which d e f i n e s t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between men, i m p l i e s a f a t h e r h o o d . 

I n Judaism i d e a s abou t God have changed over the a g e s , a s mankind grew t o 
g r e a t e r comprehension of t h e u n i v e r s e and of moral t r u t h s . But , t h roughou t t h e 
development of t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , b e l i e f i n t h e Oneness of God h a s been 
c a r d i n a l t o Judaism and i n s e p a r a b l e f rom i t . 

Judaism t o l e r a t e s a minimum of t h e o l o g y . A f f i r m i n g t h a t God i s One, i t 
l e a v e s open t o eve ry man h i s own answers t o t h e q u e s t i o n of God 's n a t u r e and 
t h e meaning of His U n i t y . Beyond t h i s i t r e q u i r e s no p a r t i c u l a r view of God. 

As a c o r o l l a r y t o t h e a t t r i b u t e s of God, Judaism has always concerned i t -
s e l f w i t h t h e conduct of man. From an e a r l y d a t e i t has pos se s sed a marked 
e t h i c a n f l a v o r , a p e c u l i a r l y i n t e n s i v e moral o u t l o o k , an i n s i s t e n c e on even-
handed j u s t i c e , on t h e i n t e g r i t y of t h e i n d i v i d u a l and t h e s a n c t i t y of h i s 
p e r s o n a l i t y . 

A Jew may a c c e p t more r e l i g i o n t h a n t h i s . I f he does n o t , he i s s t i l l a 
Jew, so long a s he a c c e p t s no l e s s . 

Judaism i s an 
H i s t o r i c a l R e l i g i o n 

Another c a r d i n a l f a c t about Judaism i s t h a t i t i s an h i s t o r i c a l r e l i g i o n . 
I t came by i t s v i s i o n s of God and man th rough ages of growth and change and a 
r i c h b lend of human e x p e r i e n c e . I t s r o o t s a r e deep i n t h e a n t i q u i t i e s of t h e 
human r a c e . Succes s ive c e n t u r i e s , many n a t i o n s and t h e Jews who dwe l l ed t h e r e 
— Egyp t , Baby lon ia , S p a i n , E a s t e r n Europe, V/estern Europe , and now t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s — have c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s c o n t e n t and c h a r a c t e r , j u s t a s Jews and 
Judaism have c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e c i v i l i z a t i o n of a l l t h e s e t imes and p l a c e s . 
I n t h i s p r o c e s s of i n t e r m i n g l i n g and growth Judaism has assumed mary f o r m s , 
r e s p o n s i v e t o t h e c h a l l e n g e of t h e c i v i l i z a t i o n s where Jews have l i v e d . 

And so t h e r e has been an or thodoxy of Spa in and an or thodoxy of E a s t e r n 
Europe, a German Reform Judaism and an American Reform Judaism. These 
o r t hodox ie s have been d i f f e r e n t , and ־the most l i b e r a l of German Judaism was 
neve r a s l i b e r a l a s American Reform. But a l l t h e s e forms of Juda ism h e l d 
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c e r t a i n c e n t r a l t r u t h s i n common, and each c r e a t e d f o r i t s e l f t h e f o r m a l i s m s 
and r i t u a l t h a t expressed t h o s e t r u t h s f o r t h e t ime and p l a c e and i n words 
t h a t f i t t e d the c u r r e n t modes of thought and the c u r r e n t emot iona l and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l o u t l o o k . 

From Co lon i a l t imes American Jews have been d e v e l o p i n g an e x p r e s s i o n of 
t h e i r own American Judaism. That development has been slowed by t h e g r e a t 
immigra t ions i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t of the N i n e t e e n t h Century and t h e e a r l y p a r t 
of t h e Twen t i e th and l a t e r by t h e upsurge of Zionism, b u t American Jews a r e 
t a k i n g up t h e t a s k a g a i n , i n an unbroken c o n t i n u i t y . To do t h i s t h e y must and 
w i l l con t inue t o d i s e n t a n g l e t h e c e n t r a l t r u t h s of Judaism f rom the v a r i o u s 
forms i n which they have been expres sed h i s t o r i c a l l y , i s o l a t e them a s a chemis t 
might do , so t o speak , and then r e - e x p r e s s them i n terms t h a t have meaning f o r 
our t i m e , our c i v i l i z a t i o n , and our manner of t h o u g h t . 

From t h e s t a n d p o i n t of the American Counc i l f o r Judaism the d i f f e r e n c e s 
between Orthodox, C o n s e r v a t i v e , and Reform Judaism a r e no t t h e r e l e v a n t p o i n t s 
of d i s t i n c t i o n . Some American Jews w i l l c o n t i n u e t o b e l i e v e i n d i v i n e r e v e l a -
t i o n as t h e core of t h e i r f a i t h and i n d i v i n e command a s t h e guide t o t h e i r 
conduc t . But i t w i l l be a p r o g r e s s i v e r e v e l a t i o n i n which t h e y b e l i e v e , and 
t h e y w i l l d i s t i n g u i s h between t h e r e v e l a t i o n of t h i n g s e t e r n a l and t h e c a s u a l 
a c c r e t i o n s which , i n a l l r e l i g i o n s , a r e t h e mark of t h e s u c c e s s i v e p e r i o d s 
d u r i n g which man has r e c e i v e d t h e d i v i n e message. Other American Jews, a l s o a s 
i n t h e p a s t , w i l l see t h e i r f a i t h expressed i n te rms o t h e r t h a n those of 
d i r e c t or immediate d i v i n e i n t e r p o s i t i o n , bu t t h e y t o o w i l l make the same 
d i s t i n c t i o n between t h e e t e r n a l and t h e t r a n s i e n t . 

The American Counc i l f o r Judaism i s open t o a l l American Jews , whe ther 
Orthodox, Reform or whatever g rade between, who b e l i e v e i n t h i s d i s t i n c t i o n 
and i n t h e c o r r e c t n e s s , t he n e c e s s i t y and t h e i n e v i t a b i l i t y of t h e t a s k of 
i s o l a t i n g t h e c e n t r a l t r u t h s of t h e f a i t h and r e - e x p r e s s i n g them i n modern 
t e r m s . 

Judaism endures and i t s con t inued 
e x i s t e n c e i s j u s t i f i e d because i t 
was t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o t h e U n i v e r s a l 

Before t h e l i t e r a r y p r o p h e t s , t h e r e l i g i o n of t h e Hebrews was a t r i b a l 
f a i t h l i k e many a n o t h e r . Those p r o p h e t s began t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of Juda i sm by 
which i t a c q u i r e d the q u a l i t i e s t h a t made i t e n d u r e . This t h e y d i d by u n i -
v e r s a l i z i n g t h e concept of Cod, and s t a t i n g a code of human conduct of com-
mensura te b r e a d t h , a p p l i c a b l e t o a l l men. The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n was completed 
w i t h t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of t h e Second Temple when Judaism was r e l e a s e d f r o m 
dependence on a l t a r or geography, and i t s d e s t i n i e s f r e e d of t r a n s i t o r y g l o r i e s . 

This t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i s t h e un ique and d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n of 
Judaism t o t h e development of man• To p r e s e r v e and advance i t s u n i v e r s a l 
i d e a l s a r e Juda i sm ' s s o l e w a r r a n t f o r con t i nued e x i s t e n c e . 

The n a t u r e and p l a c e of t h e 
p a r t i c u l a r i s m s of Judaism 

But c o n c u r r e n t l y w i t h i t s u n i v e r s a l q u a l i t i e s , Judaism has p o s s e s s e d 
p a r t i c u l a r i s m s . The f u t u r e c o u r s e of t h e f a i t h cannot be r i g h t l y a p p r a i s e d 
u n l e s s we r e a l i z e t h a t t h e s e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s a r e of two t y p e s . Mary a r e t r a n -
s i e n t a c c r e t i o n s which can be s h e d . They r e f l e c t t h e l i f e of t h e a d h e r e n t s of 
Judaism i n t h e many p l a c e s and ages where t h e y l i v e d , and t h e y d r a m a t i z e t h e 
cont inuous i n t e r a c t i o n between Judaism and t h e c i v i l i z a t i o n s i n which i t h a s 
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been s e t . In d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s and a t d i f f e r e n t t imes and o f t e n i n t h e same 
coun t ry a t t h e same t ime , Jews have observed d i f f e r e n t p a r t i c u l a r i s m s or t h e 
same ones i n d i f f e r e n t ways . 

There a r e o t h e r p a r t i c u l a r i s m s t h a t may be t r e a s u r e d , because t h e y impar t 
an emot iona l c o n t e n t and c o n c r e t e e x p r e s s i o n t o Juda i sm ' s u n i v e r s a l i d e a l s , 
g ive Judaism a c a s t or f l a v o r , a s s i s t i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g i t f rom t h e g r e a t 
d a u g h t e r f a i t h s t h a t s h a r e i t s u n i v e r s a l i d e a l s , and save i t f rom be ing merely 
a d e s i c c a t e d r e l i g i o n . They mark out t h e l e g i t i m a t e r e l i g i o u s d i f f e r e n c e s 
which a l l l i b e r a l men r e s p e c t a s p a r t of t h e i r l i b e r a l h e r i t a g e . None the l e s s 
t h e y a r e not t h e s u b s t a n c e or t h e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of our f a i t h . 

The d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of Judaism i s t h a t i t may be s t r i p p e d of 
a l l p a r t i c u l a r i s m s and s t i l l ma in t a in i t s i n t e g r i t y , f o r t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s of 
Judaism a r e customs and ce remon ies , n o t d o c t r i n e , whi le o t h e r r e l i g i o n s have 
superimposed upon t h e i r u n i v e r s a l q u a l i t i e s o t h e r e lements which may not be 
s t r ipped . away w i t h o u t denuding them of t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l i t y . Thus I s l a m may not 
be s t r i p p e d of the b e l i e f t h a t Mohammed i s t h e Prophet of A l l a h , and C h r i s t i a n -
i t y may no t be s t r i p p e d of t h e p e r s o n a l i t y of J e s u s , however r e g a r d e d . The 
e s s e n t i a l d o c t r i n e s of Judaism a re t h e Shema and t h e evo lv ing moral l aw , and 
t h e s e a r e u n i v e r s a l i s m s , n o t p a r t i c u l a r i s m s . As t h e r e l i g i o n of t h e shema and 
t h e moral l aw, Judaism has a f reedom and c a p a c i t y f o r a d a p t a t i o n and growth 
t h a t mark i t o f f f rom o t h e r f a i t h s t h a t a r e t i e d t o o t h e r dogmas or o t h e r 
d o c t r i n e s , or t h a t view t h e i r g r e a t f i g u r e s a s i n d i s p e n s a b l e p e r s o n a l i t i e s . 

One of the t a s k s of an American Judaism i s , a s i t h a s long b e e n , t o 
r e l e a s e Judaism f rom t i e s t h a t h i n d e r t h a t c a p a c i t y and f r eedom. 

Since p a r t i c u l a r i s m s a r e an e x p r e s s i o n of t h e c e n t r a l t r u t h s f o r a g i v e n 
t i m e , p l a c e , and o u t l o o k , an American Judaism may and p robab ly w i l l c r e a t e new 
ones ou t of t h e American e x p e r i e n c e , and i t may a l s o f i n d many p a s t p a r t i c u l a r -
isms admirab ly f i t t e d t o i t . Some American Jews may c l e a v e t o more, and some 
t o l e s s , of them. The American Counc i l f o r Judaism i s f o r b o t h such g r o u p s , 
so long as t h e y know what t h e y a r e doing and why they a r e doing i t . 

The v i t a l t h i n g i s t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of 
Judaism, t o be aware t h a t none of t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s i s of i t s s u b s t a n c e , and 
t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s i n t o two groups can 
be made, a l l w i t h f i d e l i t y t o t h e f a i t h . To s t a t e which p a r t i c u l a r i s m w i l l be 
r e t a i n e d and which d i s c a r d e d , Would be p rophecy , perhaps t h e most n o t a b l e 
p a r t i c u l a r i s m has been observance and s a n c t i f i c a t i o n of t h e Sabba th , b u t t h e 
i d e a of a s a b b a t h may now be rega rded as w e l l - n i g h u n i v e r s a l and i n i t s own 
way h a s become a permanent p a r t of w e s t e r n c i v i l i z a t i o n , f o r which t h a t 
c i v i l i z a t i o n must t hank Juda i sm. Beyond t h e Sabba th , t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s t o be 
r e t a i n e d a r e p robab ly such a s a r e d e r i v e d f r o m the co re of J u d a i s m ' s t r a d i t i o n 
— r e l i g i o u s h o l i d a y s , t h e Torah or law as t h e symbol of c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y i n 
Judaism, and t h e synagogue a s t h e c e n t e r of worsh ip and l e a r n i n g . The o t h e r s 
a r e l a r g e l y e i t h e r embel l i shments of t h e s e p r imary p a r t i c u l a r i s m s o r e l s e 
r e l i c s s t u b b o r n l y s u r v i v i n g f rom a t ime p r i o r t o t h e g r e a t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n of 
Judaism* 

This a p p r a i s a l of Judaism i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e i s a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n 
between t h e e s sence of Judaism and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d Juda i sm. The a c c e p t e d 
i d e a l s of t h e United S t a t e s a r e s a t u r a t e d w i t h the i n f l u e n c e of an e t h n i c and 
m o r a l i t y commonly c a l l e d J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n . Like numerous Americans of o t h e r 
f a i t h s , many Jews f i n d t h e i r s p i r i t u a l needs s a t i s f i e d o u t s i d e t h e w a l l s of 
any s e c t a r i a n i n s t i t u t i o n i n t h e f e l l o w s h i p of n o n - s e c t a r i a n groups p u r s u i n g 
j u s t i c e . Those who so p r a c t i c e t h e e t h i c s of Judaism and , i n s o d o i n g , a c c e p t 
t h e minimum of t heo logy i t r e q u i r e s a r e as much e n t i t l e d t o c a l l t hemse lves 
Jews as t h o s e who observe any s e t of f o r m a l i s m s . 
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The Synagogue 

For t h o s e who want and need i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d Judaism, t h e synagogue must 
be t h e f i r s t among t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s t o be t r e a s u r e d . I n p l a c e of t h e 
a u t h o r i t y of a s i n g l e p e r s o n a l i t y t h a t has been c e n t r a l t o o t h e r r e l i g i o n s , 
Juda i sm ' s cohes ive f o r c e has been knowledge of i t s u n i v e r s a l mora l l a w , p r e -
cep t s and t r a d i t i o n — i n a broad s e n s e , i t s Torah . Learning and t h e s t u d y of 
t h e Torah have been one of Juda i sm ' s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c modes of ? /o rsh ip , and t h e 
synagogue has been t h e i n s t i t u t i o n m a n i f e s t i n g t h i s mode i n an a tmosphere 
in tended t o be r e l a t e d t o God. Except f o r s t r o n g s p i r i t s , t h e s u r v i v a l of t h e 
f a i t h r e q u i r e s an e x t e r n a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n . Consequent ly t hose who f e e l no need 
f o r t h e synagogue f o r t hemse lves may see need to s u p p o r t i t . But c o n v e r s e l y , 
and p r e c i s e l y because t h e synagogue ' s c l a i m t o impor tance d e r i v e s f rom the 
n a t u r e of Judaism as a r e l i g i o n , the synagogue must remain f r e e of r a c i s m , 
n a t i o n , and e t h n i c i n v o l v e m e n t s . 

Judaism as a r e l i g i o n i s a l s o more 
t h a n might s u p e r f i c i a l l y appear 

I t i s because of i t s e s s e n t i a l s i m p l i c i t y and u n i v e r s a l i s m t h a t , t o t h o s e 
who a re n o t a d e q u a t e l y informed of i t s h i s t o r y , Judaism might appea r t o be 
l e s s t h a n r e l i g i o n i s o f t e n unde r s tood t o mean. But i t i s a l s o something more. 

Judaism i s an h i s t o r i c a l r e l i g i o n . Throughout i t s long h i s t o r y i t s a d -
h e r e n t s , by v i r t u e both of outward p r e s s u r e s and h o s t i l i t y and inward cho ice 
and p e r s i s t e n c e , have sha red s i m i l a r e x p e r i e n c e s and s a c r i f i c e s because of i t . 
As a r e s u l t , a f e l l o w s h i p and s e t of a s s o c i a t i o n s have become a t t a c h e d t o i t . 
They a r e no p a r t of Judaism i n l o g i c or n e c e s s i t y , b u t t h e y a r e by f o r c e of 
h i s t o r y , and they a r e accep ted e m o t i o n a l l y . 

An a t t a chmen t t o t h e h i s t o r y of Judaism and of t h e Jews of a l l e r a s who 
have c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s e v o l u t i o n i s a fo rm of Jewish i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . From 
t h e o r i g i n s of t h e f a i t h u n t i l our own day s e n s i t i v e minds have shaped and 
formed i t s concept of God and i t s e x p r e s s i o n s of moral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . They 
began a proud t r a d i t i o n . We honor t h a t t r a d i t i o n and t h o s e who f i r s t b rough t 
i t i n t o be ing and then p r e s e r v e d i t , so o f t e n i n p a i n and s u f f e r i n g . This 
h i s t o r y i s t h e r e f o r e impor tan t t o u s . I t i s an i n s e p a r a b l e p a r t of our 
c o n s c i o u s n e s s , and we a r e p a r t of a f e l l o w s h i p w i th a l l t hose who s h a r e t h e 
same h i s t o r y . 

But t h e s e a s s o c i a t i o n s and t h i s f e l l o w s h i p ׳ c a n n o t s t a n d by t h e m s e l v e s . 
Other t h a n as an i n c i d e n t of the r e l i g i o n t h e y a r e mean ing l e s s ; t h e y a r e 
naugh t . The f e l l o w s h i p i s a r e l i g i o u s f e l l o w s h i p . I t may c o n s t i t u t e some-
t h i n g d i f f e r e n t t h a n a church or c r e e d . I f i t i s a community, i t i s a 
r e l i g i o u s community. I t could have been , and o f t e n was, d e s c r i b e d by t h e 
name of " I s r a e l 1 ' ׳ , when t h a t t e rm r e f e r r e d t o a s p i r i t u a l c o n t i n u i t y and b e f o r e 
i t was adopted as t h e name of a p o l i t i c a l s t a t e . 

There i s s t i l l ano the r t r u t h we rnust n o t o v e r l o o k . We s t a n d i n t h e 
Jewish t r a d i t i o n , no t merely as h e i r s , b u t a l s o a s c o n t r i b u t o r s . I t d id n o t 
f o s s i l i z e b e f o r e our t i m e , a s Toynbee c l a i m s . We s h a l l hand I t on b u t we 
s h a l l l e a v e our mark upon i t . What w i l l t h a t mark be? 

There i s s t i l l a t h i r d t r u t h t o remember. More t h a n a sma l l p a r t of t h e 
t r a d i t i o n i s p r i d e i n the c o n t i n u i t y of a way of l i f e t h a t r e j e c t e d and r o s e 
above p o l i t i c a l power, m i l i t a r y ach ievement , and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h g e o -
g r a p h i c l o c a t i o n . As c i t i z e n s , s u b j e c t s , or members of t h e many s t a t e s and 
n a t i o n s i n which they l i v e d , Jews shared and p a r t i c i p a t e d i n such g l o r i e s and 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . But t h i s p a r t i c i p a t i o n was n o t a s Jews, f o r Juda ism and 
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be ing Jewish were t h i n g s of t h e s p i r i t . I f now we d e p a r t f r o m t h a t 
c o n t i n u i t y or countenance a d e p a r t u r e , we do n o t p r e s e r v e t h e t r a d i t i o n , 
we d e s t r o y i t . 

I n an e f f o r t t o e p i t o m i z e the f o r e g o i n g i n t a n g i b l e s , no t 
s u s c e p t i b l e of p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n , te rms l i k e " J ewi sh people" and 
" p e o p l e of I s r a e l " were u s e d . I n t h e p a s t t h e s e were always s p i r i t u a l 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s , r e p r e s e n t i n g a c o n t i n u i t y i n h i s t o r y and a community 
of peop le t h a t had been a b l e t o s u r v i v e p r e c i s e l y because i t was 
s p i r i t u a l . 

Of r e c e n t y e a r s t h e r e have been t h o s e who have wished t o t r a n s m u t e 
t h i s s p i r i t u a l commonality i n t o a s e c u l a r , s e p a r a t i s t community, a 
n a t i o n a l i t y or a n a t i o n p o s s e s s i n g e t h n i c p e c u l i a r i t i e s . To d i s g u i s e 
t h e t r a n s m u t a t i o n , they have t ransmuted t h e terms t h e m s e l v e s . By 
a p p l y i n g t h e name " I s r a e l " t o a p o l i t i c a l s t a t e , they have s u b t l y 
a l t e r e d t h e meaning of " p e o p l e of I s r a e l " . And the t e rm " Jewish 
peop le" has been t ransmuted i n t o " Jewish Peoplehood" , a base min tage , 
v i b r a t i n g w i t h over tones of f o l k h o o d . The s e c u l a r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i t 
conveys h a s been u n t r u e f o r two m i l l e n i a . I n t h e United S t a t e s i n 
t h e Twen t i e th Century i t cannot be countenanced a t a l l . 

The i n t a n g i b l e s a r e s u b t l e c o l o r a t i o n s of t h e r e l i g i o n . Like 
t h e r e l i g i o n i t s e l f , t h e y a r e p e r s o n a l and vary i n i n t e n s i t y f r o m one 
Jew t o a n o t h e r . Every range of i n t e n s i t y i s p e r m i s s i b l e , so l ong a s 
i t does no t reduce J u d a i s m ' s un ive r sa l i s ! ! ! t o something l e s s , and 
t h e r e b y s u b v e r t t h e t r u e Jewish t r a d i t i o n . 

I I . JUDAISM AMD THE PLACE 

OF THE JEW IN AMERICA 

This i s the background of Judaism a s i t has developed i n t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s . I t i s t h e background a g a i n s t which the American Counc i l 
f o r Judaism s t a t e s i t s views about the f u t u r e of Juda ism and t h e p l a c e 
of t h e Jew i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

The Counci l seeks an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
w i th t h e Jewish t r a d i t i o n harmonious 
w i th the promise of America 

The Counc i l i s an o r g a n i z a t i o n of Americans s e e k i n g a c t i v e and 
consc ious i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s wi th t h e Jewish t r a d i t i o n . But t h e 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s i t seeks a r e such as w i l l harmonize w i t h t h e hope and 
promise of American l i f e . 

The Jew i n America i s a doubly f o r t u n a t e p e r s o n . The t r a d i t i o n 
of Judaism i s h i s i n h e r i t a n c e . But he has a l s o i n h e r i t e d t h e t r a d i t i o n 
of f reedom and i n d i v i d u a l i t y t o which t h e French and American R e v o l u t i o n s 
gave e x p r e s s i o n and which i s s t i l l u n f o l d i n g i n t h e Uni ted S t a t e s . 
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The f o r m a t i o n of t h e United S t a t e s promised a new o rde r of t h e a g e s . 
I n t h a t t r a d i t i o n man i s no t a mere c e l l i n an organism; he i s an 
i n d i v i d u a l , impor t an t i n h i s own r i g h t , and t h e groups t o which he 
be longs and through which he a c t s s e r v e h i s i n d i v i d u a l ends , no t he 
t h e i r s . I n t h e same s p i r i t and the same t r a d i t i o n a Jew should n o t be 
a member of a Jewish community by v i r t u e of b i r t h or o t h e r o r g a n i c f o r c e 
bu t an e n t i t y who v o l u n t a r i l y seeks t o be i d e n t i f i e d a s a Jew i n one 
a s p e c t of h i s l i f e — h i s r e l i g i o n . 

I n the new o rde r of Amer ica , t h e Jew had t h e chance t o e n t e r i n t o 
t h e l i f e of the o c c i d e n t a l community, a s an i n t e g r a l p a r t of i t , w h i l e 
a f f i r m i n g h i s a n c i e n t , s p i r i t u a l b e l i e f s . He has r e c e i v e d t h e r i g h t s 
and p r i v i l e g e s of t h e American community, He may j u s t l y expec t t o do 
so even more f u l l y i n the f u t u r e . 

We s e e k an 
A m e r i c a n J u d a i s m 

We have tw ice used t h e word " s e e k " . We emphasize i t . Here i n 
t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s , i n an e r a when t h i s n a t i o n i s t h e dominant f o r c e 
f o r f r eedom, American Jews must and w i l l c r e a t e a fo rm of Juda ism 
as s i n g u l a r l y r e l a t e d t o America a s o t h e r Jews, i n e r a s dominated by 
o t h e r c u l t u r e s and i n o t h e r n a t i o n s , c r e a t e d Judaisms r e l a t e d 
s i n g u l a r l y t o t h o s e env i ronments . I n terms of r a t i o n a l i s m i t i s l o g i c a l 
and n a t u r a l t h a t American Jews should do s o ; i n terms of p rophecy , i t 
i s m a n i f e s t d e s t i n y ; i n terms of t h e b e l i e v e r , t h i s i s p a r t of t h e 
d i v i n e p u r p o s e . One may p h r a s e t h i s t r u t h i n whatever way seems 
n a t u r a l t o h i s s p i r i t . 
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American Judaism must p a r a l l e l t h e s t i l l u n f i n i s h e d ־׳ocess of American 
democracy. I t must draw new i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m t h e American m i l i e u and i n t u r n 
g ive t o America f r o m i t s own w e l l of s p i r i t u a l r e s o u r c e s . 

I n t h e i r long h i s t o r y , Jews have expres sed v a r i o u s and sometimes i n c o n -
s i s t e n t i d e a l s and a s p i r a t i o n s . One may f i n d them a l l i n Jewish l i t e r a t u r e . 
One must s e l e c t and choose . Those t h a t a r e c o n s i s t e n t wi th t h e new American 
o r d e r should be i n t e n s i f i e d ; t h e o t h e r s should be dropped . F o r t u n a t e l y , t h e 
n o b l e s t i n Judaism and t h e r e f o r e i n the h i s t o r y of Jews can be welded w i t h o u t 
a seam w i t h t h e n o b l e s t American t r a d i t i o n . 

But t h e weld ing of t h e two t r a d i t i o n s can come only i f the Jew c o n s i d e r s 
h imse l f as an i n d i v i d u a l , i n t e g r a t e d i n t o an American s o c i e t y founded upon 
i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , s e e k i n g no s p e c i a l p r i v i l e g e s o r im-
m u n i t i e s , a sk ing no s p e c i a l s t a t u s or f a v o r s because he i s a Jew o r f o r t h e 
Jewish group o r a s p a r t s of a Jewish community, a "Je iv ish c i v i l i z a t i o n " o r a 
Jewish "peop lehood" . 

There a r e some who f e a r t h a t we cannot be Americans i f we r e t a i n our 
Judaism, and o t h e r s who f e a r t h a t we w i l l l o s e our Judaism i f we a r e f u l l y 
American. Both f e a r s a r e b a s e l e s s , s p r i n g i n g f rom f a i l u r e t o remember t h e 
e s s e n t i a l n a t u r e of Judaism as a r e l i g i o n of u n i v e r s a l i s m a d a p t a b l e t o t i m e 
and p l a c e . The danger i s no t t h a t we s h a l l l o s e Judaism b u t t h a t we s h a l l l o s e 
our Americanism by impor t ing t h e kind of n o n - r e l i g i o u s s e p a r a t i s m s t h a t were 
bo rn i n p r e - d e m o c r a t i c or p r e - w e s t e r n t h e o r i e s of Jewish r a c e , n a t i o n a l i t y or 
s e c u l a r community. 

The p o s i t i v e and 
t h e n e g a t i v e 

Avoidance of what i s wrong i s t hus a p o s i t i v e a s p e c t of s eek ing t h a t 
which i s r i g h t . When what i s wrong i s c u r r e n t l y t r y i n g t o dominate our l i v e s 
and pre-empt our f a i t h , avoidance must become o p p o s i t i o n . I n such a c o n t e x t , 
a c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n i s n o t only a v i r t u e , i t i s a p o s i t i v e q u a l i t y . To a p p e a s e , 
i n g r a t i a t e or t o f l e e c o n t r o v e r s y i s n e g a t i v e . 

We oppose Zionism 
and s e c u l a r w i t h d r a w a l 

I t i s p r e c i s e l y because we p o s i t i v e l y seek an American Judaism t h a t we 
a r e compelled t o oppose Zionism, f o r Zionism l e a d s t o a s e c u l a r s e p a r a t i o n a s 
t h e end r e s u l t of i t s b a s i c p r i n c i p l e t h a t Jews a r e a n a t i o n . * By t h e s e 
t e a c h i n g s Z ion i sm, i n our b e l i e f , w i l l b e t r a y t h e e s s e n t i a l s of Judaism and 
r e t r e a t i n t o a f i c t i t i o u s p a s t . 

Exponents of Jewish r a c i s m or Jewish n a t i o n a l i t y a r e n e c e s s a r i l y expon-
e n t s of a Judaism t h a t s h r i n k s f rom i t s u n i v e r s a l b r e a d t h t o t r i b a l p a r t i c u l a r -
isms and emphasizes s e c u l a r d i f f e r e n c e s . The shrunken r e l i g i o n d e l i n e a t e s a 
n a t i o n , a r a c e , and a s t a t u s of s e c u l a r w i t h d r a w a l . The b e l i e f t h a t J ewishness 
i s p a r t of a n a t i o n or r a c e l e a d s t o a sh runken r e l i g i o n . 

* Zionism advances t h e s i x c h a r a c t e r i s t i c c l a ims of n a t i o n a l i s t i c movements; 
t h e c la ims of a common a n c e s t r y , common p o l i t i c a l i n t e r e s t s , common n a -
t i o n a l t e r r i t o r y , common c u l t u r e , common l a n g u a g e , and a common n a t i o n a l 
r e l i g i o n . By employing t h e s e c l a i m s , i t l e a d s t o a s e c u l a r , n a t i o n a l 
s e g r e g a t i o n of Jews i n t h e United S t a t e s . 
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American l i f e , i n i t s f r e e d o m , w i l l t o l e r a t e t h a t s t a t u s and t h a t 
Juda i sm. But i t w i l l w a l l them o f f and pas s them by, A s t a t u s of Jews a s a 
s e p a r a t e community "w i th an o v e r r i d i n g i n t e r e s t i n i t s own w e l f a r e " and a 
Judaism shrunk t o f i t , a r e i n i m i c a l t o a f u l l and d i g n i f i e d l i f e f o r Jews i n 
t h e United s t a t e s . They w i l l c r e a t e u n n e c e s s a r y t e n s i o n between Jews and 
t h e i r f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , t o t h e d e t r i m e n t of J ews . They w i l l a l s o — t o t h e 
d e t r i m e n t of America — d e p r i v e America of much t h a t t h e J u d a i c p a r t of t h e 
J u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n has t o o f f e r American s o c i e t y b u t which i t can 
impar t only i f Jews, a s i n d i v i d u a l s , merge i n t o t h e n a t i o n ' s l i f e . 

We t h e r e f o r e oppose a l l i d e o l o g i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s be t h e y J e w i s h o r 
non- Jewish , t h a t r e g a r d Jews a s an i d e n t i f i a b l e s e c u l a r m i n o r i t y . 

The American Jew must demand and r e c e i v e f rom t h e American s o c i e t y a l l 
t h e r i g h t s of i n d i v i d u a l Americans , He h a s a r i g h t t o expec t them. But he 

nust demand no p r i v i l e g e s and a c c e p t no r e s t r a i n t s of a s e p a r a t e g roup whe the r 
p r e s s e d upon him f rom w i t h o u t or tugg ing on him f rom w i t h i n . I f d i f f e r e n c e s 
w i t h our f e l l o w men, stemming f rom t h e n a t u r e of t h e r e l i g i o n and t h e p r e s e r v a 
t i o n of t h e Jew as an i d e n t i f i a b l e r e l i g i o u s g roup , impose b u r d e n s , t h e 
burdens should be g l a d l y b o r n e , and t h e r e should be no c o m p l a i n t , f o r t h e y 
w i l l be t h e r e s u l t of c h o i c e . But Jews should no t m u l t i p l y d i f f e r e n c e s 
between themse lves and Americans of o the r f a i t h s t h a t a r e no n e c e s s a r y p a r t 
of Juda i sm. 

I n t h i s p a t t e r n , Jews can l i v e a f u l l y i n t e g r a t e d s e c u l a r l i f e and y e t 
hold f a s t , a s a m a t t e r of p r i v a t e and p e r s o n a l p r e f e r e n c e , t o t h e J ewi sh f a i t h 
obse rv ing whatever i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Judaism a p p e a l s t o them. 

We oppose t h e 
"Organic Jewish community* 
•• M ׳ 11 ׳ ׳• ™׳ —— •• — 

Our q u e s t f o r an American Judaism a l s o compels u s t o oppose t h e i d e a of 
an " o r g a n i c Jewish community" i n the United S t a t e s , however r a t i o n a l i z e d i n 
te rms of " e f f i c i e n c y " , " u n i t y " or " d e m o c r a t i z i n g t h e community." Democracy 
g i v e s t o everyone t h e f r e e s t r i g h t of i n d i v i d u a l c h o i c e . Only when a s i n g l e 
d e c i s i o n or course of conduct i s n e c e s s a r y does i t app ly t h e p r i n c i p l e of 
obedience t o m a j o r i t y r u l e . That p r i n c i p l e p resupposes t h a t a g roup e x i s t s 
or ought t o e x i s t where a s i n g l e r u l e of conduct must be h a d . S i n c e i t i s 
h e r e s y t o say t h a t Judaism as a r e l i g i o n r e q u i r e s a s i n g l e or a u t h o r i t a r i a n 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h o s e who speak of " d e m o c r a t i z i n g t h e Jewish community" t a c i t l y 
conceive of American Jews as a s e c u l a r and s e p a r a t e g roup and one s o b e -
l e a g u e r e d by enemies t h a t i t r e q u i r e s a s o l i d f r o n t . Such a c o n c e p t i o n we 
r e j e c t a s f a l s e . I t i s c o n t r a r y t o t h e American i d e a l of a s o c i e t y i n which 
human and c i v i l r i g h t s a r e a s s u r e d a l l c i t i z e n s . 

! h i c h should be new, 
t h e wine or t h e b o t t l e 

We oppose Zionism and s e c u l a r w i t h d r a w a l ; we oppose t h e " o r g a n i c J e w i s h 
community." And we oppose new v/ine i n o ld b o t t l e s . 

The essence of American Juda i sm may be s a i d to be o ld wine i n new b o t t l e s 
The c o n t e n t , t h e e s s e n t i a l s p i r i t which g i v e s warmth and s t r e n g t h , r emains t h e 
same, r i p e n e d w i t h t i m e . The c o n t a i n e r i s modernized and made more 
a t t r a c t i v e . 

But Zionism has i n c r e a s i n g l y emptied t h e old wine and f i l l e d t h e o l d 
b o t t l e s wi th new c o n t e n t . S t e p by s t e p i t h a s t a k e n e s s e n t i a l l y r e l i g i o u s 
c o n c e p t s , cus toms, ce remonies , i n s t i t u t i o n s and a p p e a l s and changed t h e i r 
meaning t o a s e c u l a r and n a t i o n a l one . 
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Old wine i n new b o t t l e s i s a t t r a c t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n . I t p r e s e r v e s t h e 
f a i t h by ho ld ing t o i t t h o s e who might o the rwi se f a l l away, u n a b l e t o s e e t h e 
c o n t e n t s because of cobwebs and i l l e g i b l e l a b e l s . New wine i n o ld b o t t l e s i s 
d e c e p t i o n and d e s t r u c t i o n . I t palms o f f one s e t of i d e a s under t h e t r ademark of 
a n o t h e r ; i t d e s t r o y s the f a i t h by r e p l a c i n g i t w i t h s e c u l a r v a l u e s . 

The examples a r e l e g i o n . The name 14 I s r a e l " i s de t ached f r o m a r e l i g i o u s 
concept and a t t a c h e d t o a p o l i t i c a l one . R e l i g i o u s schoo l s a r e used t o t e a c h 
n a t i o n a l i s m . Synagogues a r e used t o f l o a t n a t i o n a l bond i s s u e s . R e l i g i o u s 
h o l i d a y s a r e used t o c e l e b r a t e occas ions of n a t i o n a l - p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 
Jews a r e c a l l e d a n t i - S e n a t i c . Two g l a r i n g examples a r e the s u b v e r s i o n s of 
Hebrew and c h a r i t y . 

Hebrew h a s had a p l a c e i n Judaism i n i t s p r a y e r s and i t s r i t u a l s . I t I s 
one of t h e p a r t i c u l a r i s m s t r e a s u r e d i n v a r y i n g d e g r e e s by d i f f e r e n t Jews and 
d i f f e r e n t groups i n Judaism. But i t s p l a c e has been t h a t of a l i n k i n a r e -
l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n , no t t h a t of a n a t i o n a l t ongue . I t marked a f a i t h , no t a 
f o l k . The t r e a s u r e d Hebrew was t h e h i s t o r i c a l Hebrew of Sacred w r i t , n o t t h e 
modern language of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l — t h e language of a t r a d i t i o n a l l i t e r a ׳ -
t u r e , n o t of t h e p o l i t i c s or c u l t u r e of a new s t a t e . 

The s u b v e r s i o n of C h a r i t y 
and P h i l a n t h r o p y 

The Hebrew words f o r " j u s t i c e " and " c h a r i t y " a r e t h e same, c h a r i t y i s a 
p r a c t i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n of Judaism. As such i t views a l l men, whether Jew o r 
n o t , a s e q u a l o b j e c t s of i t s r e g a r d . Many American Jews have been prominent i n 
v o l u n t a r y n o n - s e c t a r i a n p h i l a n t h r o p i e s t h a t have he lped t o b u i l d t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s . 

Moreover, th roughou t h i s t o r y Jews have cared f o r o t h e r Jews, and i n c r e a s -
i n g l y i n t h e l a s t h a l f cen tu ry American Jews have been c a l l e d on t o c a r r y t h e 
burden of a l l e v i a t i n g t h e s u f f e r i n g s i n f l i c t e d upon Jews i n l e s s d e m o c r a t i c and 
l e s s e n l i g h t e n e d s o c i e t i e s . Because of t h e f e l l o w s h i p w i t h o the r Jews a l r e a d y 
noted and d e s c r i b e d , Jews more r e a d i l y t h a n o t h e r s have sprung t o t h e a s s i s t a n c e 
of Jews, wherever s i t u a t e d . I t i s r i g h t t h a t t h e y have done s o . 

F a i t h f u l t o an American Judaism, we wish t o d i s c h a r g e t h e o b l i g a t i o n s of 
c h a r i t y . Y e t , w i t h d i s t r e s s , we have seen g r e a t p h i l a n t h r o p i c i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
American Jews i n f i l t r a t e d and f i n a l l y dominated by Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t s . As a 
consequence, t h e meaning of the p h i l a n t h r o p y has been subve r t ed f r o m i t s t r a -
d i t i o n a l l y r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m conce ives of Jews o u t s i d e the S t a t e of I s r a e l a s 
r e l a t e d t o t h a t s t a t e i n a n a t i o n a l bond. I t conce ives of a l l Jews , wherever 
they l i v e , a s " a n a t i o n " , of American Jews a s a m i n o r i t y group i n t h e Uni ted 
S t a t e s bound s e c u l a r l y t o a l l Jews everywhere , and a l l Jews bound t o t h e S t a t e 
of I s r a e l . 

Under t h a t view, p h i l a n t h r o p y ceases t o be a v o l u n t a r y r e s p o n s e t o a r e -
l i g i o u s impulse and tends t o become a k ind of t a x l e v i e d by a n a t i o n on i t s 
n a t i o n a l s f o r i t s n a t i o n a l s u p p o r t . 

These a s s u m p t i o n s , and t h e program and propaganda t h a t f l ow f r o m them, 
a r e an a s s a u l t on t h e s t a t u s of Jews a s i n d i v i d u a l s , a s Americans , and a s 
p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e American s o c i e t y . 
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P h i l a n t h r o p y w i thou t subs idy 
f o r a f a l s e ph i losophy 

S ince p h i l a n t h r o p y i s p a r t of the r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n of Juda ism, we 
d e s i r e t o h e l p l e s s f o r t u n a t e Jews ab road . But we must f i n d a way t o do s o 
w i thou t a t t h e same t ime s u b s i d i z i n g an ideo logy concern ing t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p of 
t h e Jew t o h i m s e l f , h i s ne ighbor , h i s c o u n t r y and t h e u n i v e r s e which we b e l i e v e 
t o be c o n t r a r y t o t h e t r u e concept of Jewish h i s t o r y and t o t h e s o u l of Juda i sm, 
and w i thou t commingling p h i l a n t h r o p i c f u n d s w i th t h o s e used t o f i n a n c e a c t i v i t i e s 
t h a t shou ld be t h e n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a f o r e i g n s t a t e . Because of our 
b a s i c views of Jews and Juda ism, we a re r e s t i v e w i t h t h e p r e s e n t American J ewi sh 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c s t r u c t u r e and l o o k f o r i t s r e o r g a n i z a t i o n so t h a t any American may 
f u l f i l h i s c h a r i t a b l e d e s i r e s toward Jews, anywhere i n need, w i t h o u t be ing 
u n t r u e t o h i s consc i ence  ־

Let t h e r e be no m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g , we deny no r i g h t t o Jewish na t iona l - ־ • 
i s t s t o s eek f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t , we seek only t h e e q u a l r i g h t no t t o be com-
p e l l e d t o s u p p o r t n a t i o n a l i s t i c i d e o l o g i e s i n o r d e r t o f u l f i l our r e l i g i o n . 

Our r e l a t i o n t o t h e 
S t a t e of I s r a e l 

American Jews, seek ing an American Juda i sm, c o n f r o n t t h e i s s u e of t h e i r 
r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l . This t h e y must d o , because t h e Z i o n i s t s 
t r e a t Judaism as bound t o t h a t S t a t e and p h i l a n t h r o p y as t h e s e r v a n t of t h e 
S t a t e . 

The Counc i l d id no t f a v o r the c r e a t i o n of the s t a t e of I s r a e l , f o r of i t s 
ve ry n a t u r e such a S t a t e r e s t s on b a s i c views of Jews and Judaism t h a t we do n o t 
s h a r e . However, we a r e concerned w i t h t h e f u t u r e , n o t the p a s t . The S t a t e of 
I s r a e l e x i s t s ; we wish i t w e l l , b u t we r ega rd i t a s we do a r y o t h e r f o r e i g n 
s t a t e — w i t h two e x c e p t i o n s , each s p r i n g i n g f rom t h e f e l l o w s h i p of Jews; 

F i r s t , most of the people of t h e s t a t e of I s r a e l a r e Jews and so p a r t of 
t h a t f e l l o w s h i p , and a n a t u r a l t endency of any f e l l o w s h i p i s t o warp judgment . 
American Jews must t h e r e f o r e be c a r e f u l t o be o b j e c t i v e about t h e S t a t e of 
I s r a e l . S ince a lmost e v e r y Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h e United S t a t e s has c a s t 
o b j e c t i v i t y a s i d e , t h e Counc i l f i n d s i t s e l f w i t h a s p e c i a l d u t y . S i n c e w i t h o u t 
j u s t i c e Judaism i s n o t h i n g , s i n c e Zionism t r e a t s Judaism and Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m 
a s e q u i v a l e n t s , s i n c e n o n - Z i o n i s t s w i l l no t s p e a k , t h e Counc i l must be a l e r t t o 
s e e and say t h a t t h e u n j u s t i s n o n e t h e l e s s u n j u s t , t h e mundane i s s t i l l t h e 
mundane, wherever f o u n d . 

Second, by man ipu la t i ng t h e f e l l o w s h i p f o r c o u n t e r f e i t p u r p o s e s , Z ion i sm 
i s u s i n g t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l a s a base t o advance i t s tw in concep t s of J ewi sh 
n a t i o n a l i s m and a shrunken Judaism matching i t . I t u s e s t h e S t a t e a s a s o r t of 
haven n o r t h of a Yalu R ive r t o subve r t our American view of Judaism and t o h e r d 
us i n t o a new g h e t t o . We s h a l l no t bomb n o r t h of t h i s Ya lu , b u t we must keep 
watch a long t h e r i v e r l i n e . 

We t r y t o d i s t i n g u i s h between t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l and the p e o p l e who 
l i v e t h e r e , f o r t h e S t a t e i s j u s t a n o t h e r f o r e i g n s t a t e b u t most of t h e p e o p l e 
a r e not j u s t c i t i z e n s of a f o r e i g n s t a t e ; t hey a r e members of our r e l i g i o u s 
f e l l o w s h i p . We r e g a r d them wi th t h e same warmth as we r e g a r d Jews e l s ewhe re 
th roughou t t h e wor ld , and we wish t o h e l p t h o s e i n need as vie would Jews any-
where i n need . But our r e g a r d and our wish a r e be ing f r u s t r a t e d by t h e f a c t 
t h a t t h e peop le of I s r a e l and the s t a t e a r e a t t a c h e d t o Zionism, t h e e s s e n c e of 
which i s n a t i o n a l i s m , and t h e r e s u l t of which i s h a r d s h i p s , p rob lems , and 



Moses lasky — ii 

d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t ought never t o e x i s t . As t h e f e l l o w s h i p of Jews s p r i n g s f rom 
t h e r e l i g i o n , i t would be a s u b v e r s i o n t o v i o l a t e our unde r s t and ing of the 
r e l i g i o n i n the name of a c o u n t e r f e i t f e l l o w s h i p permeated w i t h Z ion i sm. 

But Zionism w i l l some day v a n i s h , u n l e s s Judaism has l o s t i t s s t r e n g t h . 
Or t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l can shed i t s Z ion ism. I f t h e s e even t s shou ld happen , t h e 
f e l l o w s h i p would be f r e e t o exp re s s i t s e l f toward the people of t h e S t a t e of 
I s r a e l . 

I I I . THE WORK A® PffiPOSE OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR JUDAISM 

The American Counci l f o r Judaism was o rgan ized and e x i s t s t o advance and 
promote t h e f o r e g o i n g views about Judaism and Jews. 

I t i s not a " d e f e n s e agency" or a "community r e l a t i o n s c o u n c i l " , a s t h o s e 
terms a r e used t o d e s c r i b e o r g a n i z a t i o n s combating a n t i - S e m i t i s m and promot ing 
i n t e r g r o u p harmony, and i t does no t s e e k t o i n t r u d e upon t h e work of such o r -
g a n i z a t i o n s . But i t does seek t o i n f u s e t h e i r work, a s w e l l a s t h a t of o t h e r s , 
w i t h i t s concept of Judaism and t h e Jews . That concep t , i f a c t e d upon, w i l l 
make t h e i r work i n f i n i t e l y s i m p l e r . The Counci l r e c o g n i z e s t h e e x i s t e n c e , p a s t 
and p r e s e n t , of d i v e r s e v iewpoin t s f rom which Jews seek t o meet t h e problems 
t h a t ho ld p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r them. B e l i e v i n g t h a t d e c i s i o n s now b e i n g 
made by Jews f r o m day t o day w i l l shape t h e i r l i v e s and t h e i r f u t u r e i n s t i t u -
t i o n s , t h e Counc i l t r i e s t o f o r e s e e t h e consequences of meet ing t h e s e problems 
acco rd ing t o one or ano the r of t h e s e v i e w p o i n t s . I t s approach t o them i s , we 
b e l i e v e , more r e a l i s t i c than t h a t of any o t h e r American Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The American Counc i l f o r Judaism i s n o t a r e l i g i o u s denomina t ion , and i t 
does no t seek t o i n t r u d e upon t h e Synagogue. I t i s a s o c i e t y of laymen and 
r a b b i s which hopes t o r e - i n f u s e a l l Jewish denominat ions w i t h i t s concept of 
Judaism, a concept once wide ly accep t ed i n t h i s c o u n t r y . The C o u n c i l ' s p r i n -
c i p l e s a r e e q u a l l y compat ib le w i t h t h e ou t look of t h o s e who f e e l a need f o r 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d worsh ip and t h o s e who do n o t . F o r t h e l a t t e r i t s eeks t o 
f u r n i s h an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of Judaism and a program t h a t o f f e r s a v a l i d i d e n t i -
f i c a t i o n w i t h Jewish t r a d i t i o n . For the fo rmer i t s eeks an e x p r e s s i o n t h a t i s 
no t only t r u e t o t h a t t r a d i t i o n b u t i s a l s o t r u e t o the American way of l i f e . 
I t s concept i s compat ib le w i t h Reform Judaism and w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l Or thodoxy. 

The Counc i l hopes t h a t once t h e i s s u e s of t h i s problem a r e c l a r i f i e d , 
most American Jews w i l l agree w i t h i t . I t speaks only f o r i t s membership and 
ho lds t h a t no o r g a n i z a t i o n or i n d i v i d u a l has t h e r i g h t t o speak f o r a l l American 
Jews . I t s u s t a i n s a v igorous campaign of e d u c a t i o n on beha l f of i t s p r i n c i p l e s . 
I t encourages f u l l and f r e e d e b a t e . I t r e g a r d s e f f o r t s t o b l u r t h e c u r r e n t 
d i f f e r e n c e s of op in ion o r t o r a t i o n a l i z e them out of e x i s t e n c e as a d i s s e r v i c e . 
Such p r a c t i c e s tend t o p reven t c l a r i f i c a t i o n and, t h e r e b y , s o l u t i o n . 

The Counci l does no t shudder a t t h e though t t h a t f e l l o w Americans who 
a r e no t Jews may know of t h e s e impor t an t d i f f e r e n c e s of o p i n i o n . I t r e g a r d s t h e 
hush-hush of " p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s " men as misguided . The f reedom of America 
pe rmi t s Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t s and the p roponen t s of Jewish s e p a r a t i s m t o a d v o c a t e 
t h e i r p h i l o s o p h y . S ince they f u l l y u t i l i z e t h a t f r e e d o m , and t h e i r ph i l o sophy 
l e a d s them t o convey the impres s ion t h a t t hey embrace a l l Jews, the only 
p r a c t i c a l answer i s p u b l i c d i s s e n t and the p u b l i c e x p r e s s i o n of our own 
p h i l o s ophy. 

The moral o b l i g a t i o n of f reedom i s t o choose —׳• a f t e r knowledge. The 
C o u n c i l t h e r e f o r e u rges a l l American Jews t o i n fo rm themselves of t h e v a r i o u s 
i d e o l o g i e s t h a t seek t o shape t h e i r l i v e s — and t h e n t o choose . 
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The Counci l i s t h e only o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t c o n s i s t e n t l y champions t h e 
ph i losophy of i n d i v i d u a l f reedom and c u l t u r a l and s e c u l a r i n t e g r a t i o n of 
American Jews coupled wi th a r e t e n t i o n of t h e Jewish r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n . I t 
welcomes t o i t s membership a l l t h o s e who ag ree w i t h i t s p r i n c i p l e s , i n c l u d i n g 
those who, so a g r e e i n g , do not approve of a l l i t s methods a t a l l t imes b u t a r e 
w i l l i n g t o o f f e r t h e i r adv ice and s e r v i c e t o h e l p i t more e f f e c t i v e l y a t t a i n 
i t s g o a l s . 

We r e g a r d t h e f o r e g o i n g s t a t e m e n t a s a f i r s t o u t l i n e of an American 
Juda i sm. We i n v i t e a l l who a r e i n sympathy w i t h our e f f o r t s t o h e l p us improve 
i t , c o r r e c t i t i f n e c e s s a r y , and i n t h e course of t ime f i l l i t out and draw ou t 
i t s meaning and i t s consequences . 

* 
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Mr. Lasky 's paper covers a wide t e r r i t o r y . This i s as i t should b e . 
For he has at tempted a res ta tement of p r i n c i p l e s f o r t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n as we pause , 
dur ing t h i s conference , t o survey where we a r e , whence we have come and w h i t h e r we 
a re bound. 

And i f any one t h i n g i s c l e a r f rom such a survey — and i t i s r e f l e c t e d 
i n the b read th of Mr. Lasky 's e f f o r t — i t i s t h a t t h e i n t e r e s t s and concerns of 
t h i s American Council f o r Judaism no longer ( i f t hey ever d i d ) " s t o p on a dime". 
We a re not l im i t ed i n our concern to a knothole e v a l u a t i o n of "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m , 
de f ined i n r e s t r i c t i v e and t h e r e f o r e u n r e a l i s t i c d imensions . The problem does no t 
o r i g i n a t e w i t h I s r a e l , nor i s i t l i m i t e d t o the organized movement of Zionism. 
These a re bu t t h e most obvious , dramat ic m a n i f e s t a t i o n s of a problem t h a t goes much 
deeper and extends much f a r t h e r . 

Dr . S i l v e r himself has expressed t h i s v iewpoin t , i n connec t ion w i t h q u i t e 
a d i f f e r e n t s e t t i n g , i n t h e course of a f a i r l y r e c e n t address i n t h i s c i t y of San 
F r a n c i s c o . " . . . Z i o n i s m , " he s a i d , " i s , of course , t he supreme e x p r e s s i o n of 
Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m . " I t may be p r o p e r l y i n f e r r e d , I should t h i n k , t h a t Dr . S i l v e r ' s 
use of t h e s u p e r l a t i v e i n d i c a t e s h i s own b e l i e f t h a t t h e r e a r e a s p e c t s and man i f e s -
t a t i o n s of "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m of a l e s s e r o r d e r t han Zionism. 

Mr. Lasky 's paper , approaching the problem from a d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s i t e 
d i r e c t i o n , impl ies agreement . "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m i s b igge r t h a n Zionism. I t 
can be s a i d to be any form of s e c u l a r , co rpo ra t e e x i s t e n c e f o r Jews. Mr. Lasky ' s 
paper t h e r e f o r e i s an exp re s s ion of o p p o s i t i o n to s e c u l a r s epa ra t i sm f o r Jews and 
i t sugges t s the a l t e r n a t i v e approach of l i m i t i n g s e p a r a t i s m t o r e l i g i o n . Where i t 
i s necessa ry f o r Jews t o f u n c t i o n as a s epa ra t e group, i n a reas o t h e r t h a n t h e 
r e l i g i o u s , Mr. Lasky urges t h e s u f f u s i n g of those f u n c t i o n s w i t h the r e l i g i o u s , 
t h e u n i v e r s a l r a t h e r t h a n the s e c u l a r and t h e p o l i t i c a l l y r e s t r i c t e d . 

So the paper runs t h e gamut f rom t h e synagogue, t o p h i l a n t h r o p y t o what 
the de fense agencies have come t o c a l l "community r e l a t i o n s " . The Counc i l , i n 
i t s e l f , may be a s p e c i a l i s t i n none of t h e s e , a l though i n some, where no o t h e r 
agency i s se rv ing Jews on t h e b a s i s of u n i v e r s a l and r e l i g i o u s p r i n c i p l e s , t h e 
Council i s beginning t o program a c t i v e l y as something of a s p e c i a l i s t . But i t s 
pr imary o b j e c t i v e i s to s u f f u s e e x i s t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h i t s b a s i c v i e w p o i n t . 
I f t h a t cannot be accomplished, a f t e r example and p a t i e n t n e g o t i a t i o n , we s h a l l do 
the b e s t we can a t performing t h e s e s e r v i c e s o u r s e l v e s . 

The popular appeal which Mr. Lasky 's paper has had among a l l of our 
membership t h a t has been p r i v i l e g e d to see i t so f a r , i n d i c a t e s , I b e l i e v e , t h a t 
we a r e ready t o t ake t h i s p o s i t i o n . I t i s a f e a r f u l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I t i m p l i e s a 
whole program f o r Jews i n t h e United S t a t e s — or p o t e n t i a l l y such a program 
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except as other organizations may perform needed services within the pattern 
of our basic principles* . 

I h a s t e n t o add t h a t as I have known the Counc i l s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n , 
t h i s widening of h o r i z o n s i s not new. From t h e very f i r s t , our o p p o s i t i o n t o 
" Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m was grounded on b road , p h i l o s o p h i c a l p r i n c i p l e s t h a t e x -
p r e s s e d a t o t a l d ive rgence f rom the p h i l o s o p h i c b a s i s of ״Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m • 
At t h e beg inn ing of our o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c a r e e r , we jo ined t h e i s s u e a t a s i n g l e 
p o i n t ; the q u e s t i o n of Zionism and Z ion i sm ' s n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s i n P a l e s t i n e . 
But the j o i n t u r e was n o t a r b i t r a r y or c a t e g o r i c a l . I t d e r i v e d f rom g e n e r a l 
p r i n c i p l e s which were expressed i n the very f i r s t , p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t of t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Mr. L a s k y ' s paper could no t have been w r i t t e n u n t i l now. F o r w h i l e 
l o g i c d i c t a t e d t o us t h a t "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m would c o n t i n u e even a f t e r i t s a s -
p i r a t i o n s i n P a l e s t i n e were de te rmined one way or a n o t h e r , we could n o t be 
p o s i t i v e . Now we know t h a t our l o g i c l e d u s t o a c c u r a t e conc lus ions and Mr. 
Lasky ' s paper i s t h e nex t l o g i c a l s t e p ; our t o t a l answer t o t h e t o t a l i t y of 
" Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m ' s s e c u l a r s e g r e g a t i o n of Jews not a l one i n I s r a e l b u t e v e r y -
where t h a t Jews l i v e . 

I should say t h e r e f o r e t h a t i n — and between — t h e c a r e f u l l y w r i t t e n 
l i n e s of Mr. L a s k y ' s s t a t e m e n t i s t o be found — f o r us ,— the shape of t h i n g s t o 
come. And so i t i s e s s e n t i a l t h a t we u n d e r s t a n d n o t on ly the words of t h a t p a p e r 
bu t t h e f o r c e s and meanings behind the words , a s w e l l . 

My r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h i s a f t e r n o o n i s t o expand somewhat, f o r the pu rpose 
of a f r e e d i s c u s s i o n w i t h you h e r e , t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s of a ph rase i n Mr. L a s k y ' s 
s t a t e m e n t ; a ph ra se which t h o s e of u s who hea rd t h e p r e l u d e t o t h i s pape r i n 
Washington a l i t t l e over a y e a r ago heard Mr. Lasky u s e f o r the f i r s t t i m e . The 
phrase i s " t h e new order of t h e ages ' 1 . I t i s a p h r a s e t h a t i s u sed i n t h i s r e -
s t a t e m e n t and which was used l a s t y e a r a l s o i n a c o n t e x t of the F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n 
and t h e e a r l y y e a r s of t h e United S t a t e s of America . 

Now a s i d e f rom t h e f a c t t h a t i t i s a t h r i l l i n g , e x c i t i n g combina t ion of 
words , Mr. Lasky r e a l l y makes t h i s ph ra se — and t h e p e r i o d i t d e s c r i b e s — t h e 
p o i n t of d e p a r t u r e f o r h i s r e s t a t e m e n t of Counc i l p o l i c y . 

I am sure Mr. Lasky w i l l not f e e l i n any way neg lec ted i f I po int out 
that h i s statement today i s not the f i r s t time a c o u n c i l spokesman has r e l a t e d 
the p r i n c i p l e s of t h i s organizat ion t o that per iod , three quarters of the way 
through the 18th century . Back i n 1914.5, a t the f i r s t annual conference of t h i s 
group, Elmer Berger sa id j 

" . . . O u r t r a d i t i o n s r each back t o t h e middle of t h e e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y ; t o a c e n t u r y and a h a l f b e f o r e Zionism became an o r -
ganized movement among Jews . Western Europe and America were 
s t i r r i n g wi th t h e r e v o l u t i o n s which h e r a l d e d a new e r a i n t h e 
h i s t o r y of man. The fundamen ta l p r i n c i p l e of t h a t new e r a was 
f reedom, based upon t h e b e l i e f t h a t i n d i v i d u a l men were endowed 
w i t h c e r t a i n i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s . . . 

" . . . G r e a t l i b e r a l s i n F r a n c e , i n England and even i n Germany 
waged e n d l e s s b a t t l e s f o r f u l l p a r t i c i p a t i o n by Jews i n t h e 
l i v e s of t h e s e s t a t e s ; founded upon t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y d o c t r i n e 
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of i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s . And where f r eedom p r e v a i l e d f o r a l l 
men, i t p r e v a i l e d t oo f o r t h e Jew, The p r i n c i p l e upon which 
t h e Jew was admi t t ed t o t h a t f reedom was t h e u n i v e r s a l p r i n -
c i p l e of the new wor ld : t h e r e c o g n i t i o n of i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s 
i n INDIVIDUAL man. I t was a g r e a t l i b e r a l , Clerrcont-Tonnere , 
a member of t h e f i r s t Assembly of t h e F i r s t F rench Repub l i c , 
who c l e a r l y e n u n c i a t e d t h e p r i n c i p l e i n t h e s e words , "To t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l j e w , e v e r y t h i n g ; t o t h e Jews as a n a t i o n , n o t h i n g . " . . . 

The i d e a was f u r t h e r developed i n Dr . B e r g e r ' s book, "The Jewish Dilemm^". 

And, a s I t r u s t Mr. Lasky w i l l no t f e e l n e g l e c t e d i f he i s not c r e d i t e d w i t h 
t h i s i d e a as a r e v e l a t i o n , so I t r u s t D r . Berger w i l l admit t h a t he d id no t 
i n v e n t t h e i d e a e i t h e r . The f a c t i s —׳ and i t l ends s t r e n g t h and t r a d i t i o n and 
p r e s t i g e t o our p o s i t i o n — t h a t t h e s o - c a l l e d p e r i o d of emanc ipa t ion i s r e c o g -
n ized a s a d i v i d i n g l i n e i n t h e h i s t o r y of Jews. Mr. Lasky ' s and Dr. B e r g e r ' s 
s e r v i c e has been t h a t t h e y have c a l l e d t h a t d i v i s i o n t o p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n a t a 
t ime when, f o r r e a sons I need not d e t a i l h e r e , p r e v a i l i n g op in ion among Jews has 
a t t empted t o throw a c u r t a i n over any d i v i s i o n s among Jews. Worse, some d e v o t e e s 
of ״ Jewish u n i t y " and "Jewish peoplehood" have expres sed p u b l i c r e g r e t a t t h e 
e m a n c i p a t i o n . Sometimes t h i s p u b l i c r e g r e t i s e x p l i c i t , a s i n t h e f r e q u e n t u t t e r -
ances of Ludwig Lewisohn. Sometimes i t i s only i m p l i c i t , as i n the not i n f r e -
quent r eminde r s f r o m Z i o n i s t sou rce s t h a t i t can happen i n Amer ica . I t i s 
e x p l i c i t , t o o , i n H e r z l , t h e f o u n d e r of Zionism, who warned t h a t wherever Jews 
went t h e y would c r e a t e a n t i - S e m i t i s m . 

The documenta t ion could be ex t ended . But i t i s c l e a r t h a t where " Jewish" 
n a t i o n a l i s m and t h e Counc i l d i v i d e i s i n t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i f f e r e n t a p -
p r a i s a l s of t h e hope and promise of " t h e new order of t h e a g e s " . 

I n t h a t new o r d e r , a s Mr. Lasky p o i n t e d o u t , 

" . . . m a n i s no t a mere c e l l i n an organism; he i s an i n d i v i d u a l , 
impor t an t i n h i s own r i g h t , and t h e groups t o which he be longs 
and th rough which he a c t s s e r v e h i s i n d i v i d u a l ends , not he 
t h e i r s . I n t h e same s p i r i t and t h e same t r a d i t i o n a Jew shou ld 
no t be a member of a Jewish community by v i r t u e of b i r t h o r 
o t h e r o rgan ic f o r c e b u t an e n t i t y who v o l u n t a r i l y s e e k s t o be 
i d e n t i f i e d as a Jew i n one a s p e c t of h i s l i f e — h i s r e l i g i o n . . . " 

Now, what has a l l t h i s t o do w i t h "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m and t h e c o u n c i l ? 
Or, t o pu t i t a n o t h e r way, how or by what l o g i c or r i g h t does Mr. Lasky make 
t h e t r a n s i t i o n f rom the i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s g r a n t e d Jews — a long w i t h a l l o t h e r 
men — t o t h e f i r m s t a t e m e n t t h a t " a Jew should no t be a member of a J ewish 
community by v i r t u e of b i r t h or o t h e r o rgan ic f o r c e bu t i s an e n t i t y who v o l u n -
t a r i l y seeks t o be i d e n t i f i e d as a Jew i n one a s p e c t of h i s l i f e — h i s r e l i g i o n . " 

T h i s i s t h e c rux of t h e Lasky p a p e r . And t o u n d e r s t a n d t h i s c r u x , we 
must t a k e a l o o k a t t he pe r iod of t h e b i r t h of t h i s "new o rde r of t h e a g e s " . 

Before t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n and t h e b i r t h of American democracy, Jews 
were g e n e r a l l y r ega rded as one of the c a s t e s i n a f e u d a l and medieva l w o r l d . 
They were h a r d l y r ega rded as a n a t i o n . They were a c a s t e because cf t h e i r 
r e l i g i o u s d i v e r g e n c e i n r e l i g i o u s l y c e n t e r e d and dominated s t a t e s . But t h e f a c t 
t h a t t hey were t r e a t e d as a c a s t e , even i f because of r e l i g i o n , r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r 
l i v i n g i n ways t h a t made them a " n a t i o n w i t h i n a n a t i o n " . 
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They l i v e d as s e p a r a t e c o r p o r a t i o n s . A l e s s p o l i t e word was " g h e t t o ״ . 
There t h e y l i v e d e n t i r e l y Jewish l i v e s . 1• or uie most par t eve ׳ ry a s p e c t of 
t h e i r l i v e s was r e g u l a t e d by Jewish laws a d m i n i s t e r e d by Jews. 

Now t h o s e whose ideo logy i n Jewish h i s t o r y i s b e s t se rved by making i t 
appea r t h a t Jews have been s i n g l e d ou t f o r p e r s e c u t i o n eve r s i n c e t h e y ceased 
be ing a n a t i o n i n a n c i e n t P a l e s t i n e have p r e s e n t e d a d i s t o r t e d p i c t u r e of t h e 
g h e t t o . A c t u a l l y , • t h e r e were Jews who f a y o r e d i t — as t h e Jews of Hol land who 
r e s i s t e d emanc ipa t ion i n 1795• D r . Sa lo W. Baron, any th ing b u t a member of t h e 
American Counc i l f o r Judaism, bu t r e cogn ized as one of t h e o u t s t a n d i n g content-
p o r a r y Jewish h i s t o r i a n s , says i n h i s " S o c i a l and R e l i g i o u s H i s t o r y of t h e j ews" , 

" . . . A Jewish q u a r t e r i n a n c i e n t A l e x a n d r i a or s a r d e s , i n medieval 
Ca i ro or Cordova, c a r r i e d no c o n n o t a t i o n of i n f e r i o r i t y . I n 
f a c t , Talmudic r a b b i s and even more v i g o r o u s l y some K a r a i t e s (a 
s e c t i n Jewish l i f e a t t h a t t ime ) i n s i s t e d upon s e p a r a t i s m on 
p r a c t i c a l a s w e l l a s r i t u a l i s t i c g rounds . " 

Again , t h e same a u t h o r s a y s : 

" I n 111.12 t h e r e was enac ted i n P o r t u g a l t h e f i r s t g e n e r a l law 
r e g u l a t i n g g h e t t o l i f e . Al though adopted a t t h e r e q u e s t of 
a na t ionwide Jewish d e p u t a t i o n , i t s main p r o v i s i o n s were ve ry 
h a r s h . . . I n Verona ana Mantua t h e e r e c t i o n of t h e Ghe t to 
w a l l s was long a f t e r c e l e b r a t e d by the l o c a l community i n an 
annua l f e s t i v a l modeled a f t e r Pur im." 

O f f i c i a l Jews t h e r e f o r e , you must remember, were i n c l i n e d t o f a v o r t h e 
g h e t t o . I t r e p r e s e n t e d something of a p r i v i l e g e t o them. 

I n charge of t h e s e w a l l e d - o f f c o r p o r a t i o n s were men who were t h e p r o d u c t s 
of t h e i r a g e j t h e o c r a t s , t y r a n t s , advoca t e s of r i g o r o u s l y d i s c i p l i n e d communit ies 
i n which t h e i n d i v i d u a l was comple te ly l o s t . 

E l sewhere , Dr . Sa lo Baron says of t h e g h e t t o : 

" . • •What i t l a cked i n p o l i c e or m i l i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s f o r law 
en fo rcemen t , i t more t h a n compensated f o r by s u p e r - n a t u r a l 
s a n c t i o n s of r e l i g i o n , which made of every d e v i a t i o n f rom t h e 
norm, however s l i g h t and however s e c u l a r i n c h a r a c t e r , a s e r i o u s 
o f f e n s e a g a i n s t r e l i g i o n . Even t h e o f f e n d e r who f e l t he was 
s u r e t o escape e a r t h l y j u s t i c e , was l i k e l y t o be t r o u b l e d by 
c o n s c i e n c e , haun ted by f e a r s of s u p e r n a t u r a l damna t ion . " 

This i s a theme which d e s e r v e s more a t t e n t i o n t h a n I have t ime t o g i v e i t 
h e r e . I quote a f i n a l s e n t e n c e or two f rom Baron; 

" N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e widespread b e l i e f t h a t Jewish l i f e i n 
medieval Europe c o n s i s t e d i n an u n i n t e r r u p t e d s e r i e s of 

m i g r a t i o n s and s u f f e r i n g s , of d i s a b i l i t i e s and d e g r a d a -
t i o n , i s t o be r e l e g a t e d t o t h e r e a l m of p o p u l a r miscon-
c e p t i o n s . The Middle Ages were n e i t h e r i n themse lves t h e 
da rk ages t h e y were once thought t o have b e e n ; nor were 
they as d a r k f o r t h e Jews, i n comparison w i th t h e r e s t of 
the p o p u l a t i o n , as i s s t i l l w ide ly b e l i e v e d . . . " 
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The l i f e of the medieva l Jew t h e r e f o r e was n o t t h e v a l e of t e a r s our 
p o p u l a r h i s t o r i a n s would have us b e l i e v e . Much of the s e g r e g a t i o n was s e l f -
e l e c t e d . I t was as much a p r i v i l e g e g r a n t e d Jews as t h e p r i v i l e g e s t h a t were 
g r a n t e d the c l e r i c s , n o b i l i t y and the g u i l d s . 

Smal l wonder t h e n t h a t when t h e r e moved th rough Europe t h e f i r s t b r e a t h 
of " t h e new order of t h e ages" g r e a t l i b e r a l s p i r i t s should have demanded t h e 
t e r m i n a t i o n of t h e s e p r i v i l e g e s f o r Jews a s w e l l as t h e t e r m i n a t i o n of o t h e r 
p r i v i l e g e s t h a t had f ragmented European s o c i e t y . To be s u r e , i n some p l a c e s , t h e 
p r i v i l e g e of s e g r e g a t i o n had been t u rned i n t o t h e b i t t e r n e s s of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 
And where t h i s had happened, l i b e r a l a r c h i t e c t s of t h e new o r d e r , imbued w i t h 
t h e i r p l a n s f o r an e g a l i t a r i a n s o c i e t y , demanded t h a t e q u a l i t y i n c l u d e a l s o 
t h e j ews . 

So , f rom e i t h e r mot ive , t h e f e u d a l s e p a r a t i s m of s e c u l a r Jewish c o r p o r a -
t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n was t o go . The Jew was t o emerge f rom t h e c a s t e s o c i e t y , t o 
l e a v e behind h i s s e p a r a t e n e s s i n a l l a s p e c t s of h i s l i f e b u t h i s f a i t h . And l e t 
i t be emphasized t h a t none of t h e e m a n c i p a t o r s , Jews or C h r i s t i a n s , ever con-
s i d e r e d a s k i n g Jews t o g ive up t h e i r f a i t h . On the c o n t r a r y , i n t h i s "new o r d e r 
of t h e ages" where church was t o be s e p a r a t e d f rom s t a t e , t h e r e l i g i o n of t h e 
Jew was t o i n t e r f e r e wi th h i s equa l s t a t u s no more t h a n t h e r e l i g i o n of any 
o t h e r c i t i z e n . And p r e c i s e l y because t h e new s o c i e t y was t o be one i n which 
church and s t a t e would be s e p a r a t e , t h e Jew was t o be p e r m i t t e d t o b r i n g w i t h 
him, i n t o t h a t s o c i e t y , no more of h i s g h e t t o way of l i f e w i t h i t s own s e c u l a r 
a u t h o r i t y and l a w s , t h a n any o t h e r c i t i z e n want ing t h e e q u a l i t y of t h e new o r d e r . 

Now Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t s have c a l l e d t h i s compact u n f a i r . This cha rge i s 
more a condemnation of " Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m t h a n of t h e new s o c i e t i e s . F o r i t 
admits t h e i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y of t h e i r ph i l o sophy wi th t h e way of l i f e t h a t u n d e r -
g i r d s t h e Wes te rn i d e a l s of democracy, founded on t h e r i g h t s of t h e i n d i v i d u a l . 
What t h e compact demanded and what " Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s t hough t u n f a i r abou t i t . 
was t h a t i t e x p l i c i t l y and v i g o r o u s l y withdrew the c o r p o r a t e p r i v i l e g e s t o a 
s e p a r a t e Jewish peoplehood which had ob ta ined i n t h e p r e - d e m o c r a t i c s t a t e s . 

One would t h i n k t h a t the e x p l a n a t i o n of Mr. Lasky ' s p o i n t could s t o p h e r e , 
l e t i f t h a t were p o s s i b l e , t h e r e would be l i t t l e r e a s o n f o r him t o have i n t r o -
duced i t i n t o a paper i n 1953 > p a r t i c u l a r l y when t h a t pape r i s des igned t o d e a l 
w i th t h e f u t u r e more than w i t h t h e p a s t . 

A c t u a l l y , of cou r se , we know t h a t t h e problem of s e p a r a t e , s e c u l a r 
c o r p o r a t i v e n e s s f o r Jews i s a problem s t i l l w i th u s . To u s , i n t h e C o u n c i l , i t 
i s t h e problem. The c o r p o r a t e e n t i t y of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l and of t h e Z i o n i s t 
movement i s on ly one f a c e t . 

And so we have nex t t o e x p l o r e , f o r a moment why, a f t e r a c e n t u r y and a 
h a l f , we a r e s t i l l con f ron t ed w i t h t h i s p roblem. 

There a r e two b a s i c r e a s o n s . F i r s t , t h e l i b e r t a r i a n i d e a s of t h e F r e n c h 
R e v o l u t i o n d id no t t ouch a l l of Europe . From Germany e a s t w a r d , t h e y were thrown 
back and even t h e might of Napoleon could n o t p e n e t r a t e what even t h e n was a 
c u r t a i n of d a r k n e s s , of e t h n i c - c e n t e r e d n e s s , of romant ic i sms t h a t h e l d ou t a g a i n s t 
t he r a t i o n a l i s m of t h e West . And on t o p of t h e s e r e j e c t i o n s of t h e W e s t ' s r a -
t i o n a l n a t i o n a l i s m , t h e r e came t o Europe i n t h e 1870 ' s t h e i n t e n s e movements of 
n a t i o n a l i s m . 7/hat had been p r i v i l e g e d s e g r e g a t i o n i n f e u d a l i s m now became 
e x c l u s i o n f rom n a t i o n a l i s m s b a s e d u p o n r a c e , r e l i g i o n , c u l t u r e s and e t h n i c 
o r i g i n s . And Jews l i t e r a l l y became n a t i o n s w i t h i n n a t i o n s . As such t h e y were 
hounded and p e r s e c u t e d . Those who cou ld , f l e d . Those who had t o remain — or 



D r . Moise D . Levy - 2 

who chose t o remain i n those countr ies of the dark corridor — took t o themselves 
the •ways of the romantic, e thn ic n a t i o n a l i s t s who l i v e d around them. And they 
created a romantic, e thnic na t iona l i sm th&t was & carbon copy, in every way, 
of the nationalisms of Eastern Europe. 

I pause here f o r a moment t o underscore another po int i n Mr. Lasky׳s 
s tatement . To r e l a t e t h i s East European "Jewish״ nat ional i sm t o Judaism or t o 
the t r a d i t i o n a l Jew's Messianic concept ion of Zlon i s a d i s t o r t i o n which could 
have been pract i ced s u c c e s s f u l l y only on a group of Jews as uninformed as the 
Jews of America, say what one w i l l , the "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s of Eastern 
Europe were, f o r the most par t , under no i l l u s i o n s about the secularism of t h e i r 
movement. 

In any event , the pattern of s e c u l a r , corporate separateness e x i s t e d i n 
Eastern Europe. And i t was imported to America, as Mr- Lasky po in t s out , by the 
great wave of immigration from that area e a r l y in t h i s century. 

The second reason why we are faced wi th the problem i n America today i s 
that such s e c u l a r separateness , i n America, s erves the cause of organized Zionism 
w e l l ; and organized Zionism, in the l a s t two decades , has become the dominant 
f a c t o r i n American Jewish l i f e although not always i n a d i r e c t and obvious way. 
But when you add t o the organized Z i o n i s t movement, the UJA* the non-Zioni s t s who 
do Z i o n i s t b idd ing , the Jewish community c e n t e r s and other i n f i l t r a t e d organisms, 
the pervasive character of 11 Jewish" nat iona l i sm becomes c l e a r . 

And i t need not be labored here why "Jewish" nat iona l i sm has kept a l i v e , 
f e d , and e x p l o i t e d the tendency t o separate , s ecu lar corporate e x i s t e n c e which 
the East European immigration imported to the United S t a t e s . 

So the i s s u e remains j o i n e d . Perhaps ins tead of t a lk ing about "Jewish" 
nat iona l i sm or Zionism, the Council should make c l e a r that i t s po int of 
divergence from most other organizat ions of Jews i s over the ques t ion of t h i s 
s eparate , corporate e x i s t e n c e at the s e c u l a r l e v e l . Then i t could hammer away 
at t h i s crux of Mr. Lasky's paper which i s that the "new order of the ages" 
cannot — I s t r e s s the word cannot rather than should not — t o l e r a t e t h i s 
secular separat ism. 

I t cannot t o l e r a t e i t because i t i s a r evers ion t o pre-democratic pr in -
c i p l e s ; because i t subverts the whole s p i r i t and moral i ty of the democratic world. 
I t fragments s o c i e t i e s a t p laces where a u n i t e d , f r e e people cannot be fragmented 
and remain strong i n t h e i r freedom* I t s u b s t i t u t e s the corporat ion based on 
b ir th or d i f f e r i n g e thn ic background or f a i t h f o r the r i g h t s of the i n d i v i d u a l . 

I t i s a g a i n s t t h i s background that we mast eva luate the contemporary 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the Counci l . For the corporate p o l i t i c a l body of a Zionism 
committed to I s r a e l i s not the only corporate s e c u l a r i t y on the American Jewish 
scene . We are faced wi th a growing author i tar ian ism in the Nat ional Community 
Re la t ions Advisory Council . Here i s a group asp ir ing t o speak f o r an anomaly 
ca l l ed an American Jewish Community. We see the Union of American Hebrew Congre-
gat ions being in tegrated i n t o t h i s author i tar ian i sm f o r the purpose, mark you, of 
f o s t e r i n g b e t t e r i n t e r f a i t h understanding. What a c o n t r a d i c t i o n of termsI we 
see a UJA p u b l i c l y admitting that i t s a l l e g e d phi lanthropic r e c e i p t s are a 
necessary part of the econony of I s r a e l . We even see defense organ iza t ions , no 
longer defending the s t a t u s of the Jew as an i n d i v i d u a l but becoming a p o l o g i s t s 
f o r Jewish s ecu lar d i f f e r e n c e s by arguing t h a t America i s a s o c i e t y of p l u r a l -
i s t i c c u l t u r e s and that Jews may hold t o c u l t u r a l apartness as one of mary 
e t h n i c a l l y and c u l t u r a l l y separate groups. 
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To a l l t h i s we should turn our a t t e n t i o n . These, as I see them, are the 
impl i ca t ions of t h e crux of Mr. Lasky's paper. And Mr. lasky , be ing what he i s , 
was under i n t e l l e c t u a l and moral compulsion t o make t h i s the crux of h i s paper. 
For , as he pointed out, the man he i s today, as an American Jew, i s the r e s u l t of 
two f o r c e s . The one i s the prophet ic , u n i v e r s a l t r a d i t i o n of our f a i t h which 
we heard d i scussed on Friday a f ternoon. The other i s the grea t , new s e c u l a r 
order which comes t o us from Locke and V o l t a i r e , from Milton and Rousseau, from 
Thomas Paine and J e f f e r s o n , from the French Rights of Man and the American B i l l 
of R i g h t s . 

This i s our h e r i t a g e . I n i t we need s a c r i f i c e nothing of our Judaism. 
Rather, t h i s h e r i t a g e and the u n i v e r s a l i t y of our Judaism combine i n t h i s o r -
gan iza t ion , as they did i n Mr. Lasky's address a few moments ago, t o compel us 
t o beat down the wal l s of the s p i r i t u a l ghet tos t h a t s t i l l e x i s t . We want none 
of the d i scr iminat ions of Eastern Europe. We want none of the p r i v i l e g e s of the 
f e u d a l i s t i c "Jewish community". "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s want the second and are 
prepared to r i s k the f i r s t . 

When we s e e the Council in t h i s broad way, we s h a l l see i t whole; i t s 
whole r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and i t s whole opportunity . We s h a l l understand the f o r c e s 
arrayed aga ins t us — knowing that they are of long standing and deeper than the 
headl ines of the d a i l y newspapers or Mr. Ben-Gurion's l a t e s t pronouncement. We 
s h a l l see our work then as an i n t e g r a l part of mankind's great s t r u g g l e to 
p e r f e c t t h i s way of e q u a l i t y which we c a l l democracy. 

I am moved t o c a l l t o your a t t e n t i o n a part of a remarkable document which 
comes t o us from one of the Jews of France who l i v e d a t the time of the Revolu-
t i o n . Standing, as he d i d , on the threshhold of t h i s "new order of the ages" 
he saw c l e a r l y what needed t o be done by Jews so tha t they , together wi th a l l 
men who had i n h e r i t e d pre-democratic ideas of p r i v i l e g e or d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , should 
be able to p a r t i c i p a t e f u l l y in the new s o c i e t i e s . I n 1791, I saac Berr, i n a 
publ i c l e t t e r ( I emphasize to those who f e a r to s t a t e c l e a r l y our p o s i t i o n tha t 
i t was a publ ic l e t t e r ) s a i d to the Jews of France , 

"At l e n g t h the day has arr ived on which the v e i l i s torn asunder 
which covered us with h u m i l i a t i o n . We have a t l a s t obtained the 
r i g h t s of which we have been deprived f o r e ighteen c e n t u r i e s . . . 

" . . . L e t us examine with a t t e n t i o n what remains to be done on our 
p a r t . . . a n d how we may be able t o show i n some measure our g r a t e -
f u l s e n s e . . . 

"The name of a c t i v e c i t i z e n which we have j u s t obtained I s with— 
out doubt the most precious t i t l e a man can possess i n a f r e e 
empire; but t h i s t i t l e alone i s not s u f f i c i e n t ; we should p o s s e s s 
a l s o the necessary q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t o f u l f i l l the d u t i e s annexed 
t o i t . We ourse lves know how very d e f i c i e n t we are i n t h a t 
r e s p e c t . . . We must then, dear brethren, s t rong ly bear t h i s 
t r u t h i n our minds; tha t , t i l l such a time as we work a change 
in our manners, i n our h a b i t s , i n short i n our whole educat ion , 
we cannot expect t o be placed by the esteem of our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s 
i n any of those s i t u a t i o n s i n which we can g ive s i g n a l proofs of 
t h a t glowing p a t r i o t i s m so long cherished i n our bosoms. 

"G-od forb id tha t I should mean anything derogatory t o our pro-
f e s s e d r e l i g i o n . . . But I cannot too o f t e n repeat t o you how 
a b s o l u t e l y necessary i t i s f o r us t o d i v e s t ourse lves e n t i r e l y 
of the narrow s p i r i t of corporat ion and congregat ion, i n a l l 
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c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l matters not Immediately connected with our 
s p i r i t u a l laws . In these th ings we must a b s o l u t e l y appear 
simply as i n d i v i d u a l s , as Frenchmen, guided only by a true 
p a t r i o t i s m and by the general good of the nat ion . 

We m״ u s t . . . a v a i l ourse lves of the resources o f f e r e d to us by 
sending our ch i ldren t o share the advantages of na t iona l educa-
t i o n i n publ ic s c h o o l s . . . By means of that union i n schoo l s 
our ch i ldren , l i k e those of our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , w i l l remark 
from t h e i r tender youth that n e i t h e r opinions nor d i f f e r e n c e of 
r e l i g i o n are a bar to f r a t e r n a l l o v e ; and that everyone n a t u r a l l y 
embracing the r e l i g i o n of h i s f a t h e r , a l l may, i n f u l f i l l i n g 
t h e i r r e l i g i o u s duties:, f u l f i l l a l s o that of c i t i z e n s h i p . i . " 

With due respect t o Dr. Berger and Mr. Lasky, I submit t h a t here i n t h i s 
document, i s the antecedent of t h e i r t h i n k i n g . And I submit t o t h i s American 
Counci l f o r Judaism t h a t , faced as we are with an e x a c t l y oppos i te trend} here 
too i s our charge, our d i r e c t i o n , our p o s i t i v e goal f o r as f a r ahead as we need 
t o see now on t h i s , our t e n t h anniversary. 
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We have jus t been pr iv i l eged to l i s t e n to a most ־br i l l iant e s s a y . 
I t represents a ver i tab le m i l l e n i a of hours o f studious personal r e -
search and a back and f o r t h consul tat ion with the bes t minds o f the 
Council and in i t s f i n a l form r e f l e c t s Mr. Lasky's unusual e r u d i t i o n . 
I know I express the very s incere and abiding thanks o f a l l o f you to 
him for h i s labors in t h i s God's vineyard. 

He would however be the f i r s t t o warn a l l of us aga ins t l o s i n g 
s i g h t of the r e a l ob jec t ive o f the American Council f o r Judaism,as an 
educational organizat ion which came into being out of n e c e s s i t y - a 
n e c e s s i t y caused by purposeful confusion of the very nature of Judaism 
as a r e l i g i o n . He would l ikewise admonish v ig i l ance on our part , l e s t 
In the abysmal l t ies of t h e o l o g i c a l casu i s t ry and exiguous d i f f e r e n c e s 
of form and pract ice wi th in Judaism, which can w e l l become somewhat 
abstract in nature, that we forge t our r e a l purpose and our r e a l quest 
and our r e a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y as an educational i n s t i t u t i o n - E s s e n t i a l l y 
our task i s to teach what c o n s t i t u t e s a Jew and j u s t what c o n s t i t u t e s 
the r e l i g i o n of Judaism. 

The masterful paper we j u s t heard s t r e s s e d three bas ic p r i n c i p l e s 
involved i n our i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as Jews as we i n the Council acknowledge 
and welcome that i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , and i t i s my assignment to d i scuss but 
one of t h e s e . However before doing so , I should l i k e t o observe that 
in Mr. l a s k y ' s "evolution of theology" he has s t a t e d Judaism's present 
s ta tus without too much reference to i t s long development a longs ide 
the development of other r e l i g i o n s . I suppose i t i s h i s cour t ly 
appreciat ion of the amenities o f the occasion as w e l l as h i s innate 
l e g a l understanding of terminal f a c i l i t i e s that precluded h i s e labor-
a t i o n of what I think i s necessary to s t a t e in t h i s whole d i s c u s s i o n 
that in the development of the I s r a e l i t i c r e l i g i o n both r a t i o n a l l y 
and as to e t h i c a l content , i t was not a l i t t l e inf luenced by other 
contemporary developing r e l i g i o n s and c u l t u r e s . While Judaism never 
became absorbed, i t absorbed; while i t never became a s s i m i l a t e d , i t 
a s s imi la ted and today i t s f a i t h , i t s reason, ra t iona le and e t h i c a l 
content i s therefore the r e s u l t o f what B i b l i c a l s c i ence c a l l s 
"acculturation". 

While Judaism reached an e l e v a t i o n and e t h i c a l approach In the 
prophetic age which has never s ince been surpassed, the prophets w i t t i n g -
l y or unwit t ing ly found a r e l i g i o n of l e g a l i t y and a d a p t a b i l i t y as w e l l 
as o f moral and e t h i c a l va lues . Their s t r e s s upon s p i r i t instead o f 
form i s today the r e a l bas i s of Judaism. I hope I s h a l l be forg iven f o r 
taking time to d iscuss what might not be wi thin my realm but I s i n c e r e l y 
f e e l that we must f u l l y understand the background of the development o f 
p r i s t i n e Judaism i f we are to be s u c c e s s f u l in our educat ional e f f o r t s 
t o d i s a s s o c i a t e the d i s t o r t e d p o l i t i c a l aspects and the "nation" concept . 
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Wow as to the three p r i n c i p l e s involved i n our i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 
Two o f these p r i n c i p l e s can "be s t a t e d p o s i t i v e l y . One i s t h a t we 
are Jews ־by r e l i g i o n , with emphasis upon the universa l i sms o f Judaism, 
The other i s tha t our i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as Jews I s one o f voluntary 
a s s o c i a t i o n and c h o i c e . One p r i n c i p l e must be s t a t e d n e g a t i v e l y . I t 
i s t h a t we are no t a n a t i o n a l , e thn ic or o ther s e c u l a r s e p a r a t i s t group. 
To those who are sqeamish, l e t me wi th understanding f o r t h e i r squeamish-
n e s s , s a y tha t we cannot avoid the negat ion nor should we t r y t o evade 
i t . There are powerful f o r c e s a c t i v e l y a f f i r m i n g t h a t which we n e g a t e . 
There are a l s o powerful i n e r t i a s among the masses o f people which tend 
t o support the content ion - without th ink ing about i t ־ because f o r a 
thousand years a benighted Europe t r e a t e d Jews l i k e a "nation w i t h i n 
a nat ion". There were Jews then as there are Jews now who enjoyed the 
des ignat ion and cherished i t as a v i r t u e . So the negat ion o f "Jewish" 
nationhood i s an important and indispensable part of our work. The 
negat ion t h e r e f o r e i s r e a l l y p o s i t i v e f o r the negat ion o f something 
wrong i s a p o s i t i v e a c t i o n . 

I t i s however not my purpose t o , a t t h i s t ime, d e a l w i th t h i s 
n e g a t i o n . My purpose here i s t o d i s c u s s one o f the i n h e r e n t l y p o s i t i v e 
p r i n c i p l e s s t r e s s e d i n the paper ־ tha t of voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n and 
c h o i c e . 

Tomorrow morning, I hope we s h a l l thoroughly d i s c u s s the e n t i r e 
paper and adopt i n abridged form i t s undi luted essence as a formal 
p lat form o f the Counci l . Much o f the reasoning process w i l l be d e l e t e d 
and we s h a l l be confronted, i n many p l a c e s , with conc lus ions o n l y . We 
ought t o understand those conc lus ions thoroughly and we should be pre-
pared t o d i s cus s them i n t e l l i g e n t l y a s they are brought under a t t a c k -
as s u r e l y they w i l l be . 

Of the three bas i c p r i n c i p l e s upon which the whole s t r u c t u r e o f 
the e s say r e s t s , t h a t of voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n i s perhaps the l e a s t 
w e l l understood i n a l l i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s . Those r a m i f i c a t i o n s run the 
gamut from semantics t o over t a c t i o n s and programs o f Jews i n the 
United S t a t e s today. We ought t o understand them, comple te ly . Merely 
to say t h a t we are Jews by voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n i s n o t enough. When 
pressed , even the Z i o n i s t s say t h e i r s i s an a s s o c i a t i o n o f vo luntary 
membership - which, of course i t i s . Z i o n i s t s a l s o say they b e l i e v e 
i n i n t e g r a t i o n . A f t e r t en years , however, we of the Council should 
know that when Z i o n i s t s use these terms they simply do not mean the 
same th ings we mean when we use them. We cannot a f f o r d t o be confused 
by l a b e l s . 

I t may be w e l l , as a s t a r t i n g p o i n t , t o inquire i n t o the h i s t o r i c a l 
antecedents of the s u b j e c t . As h i s t o r y i s measured, the r i g h t o f volun-
tary a s s o c i a t i o n i s l a r g e l y a modern l i b e r a l i d e a . Medieval s o c i e t y 
precluded the p r i v i l e g e , l a r g e l y by assuming t h a t by b i r t h , or f a i t h , 
or occupation, a man's c a s t e was pre-determinedי The r i g h t o f volun-
tary a s s o c i a t i o n t h e r e f o r e i s r e l a t e d t o two great p r i n c i p l e s o f the 
l i b e r t a r i a n world o f which we are a p a r t . 

(a) Human freedom and the p r i v i l e g e and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f f r e e men 
to choose t h e i r course o f a c t i o n based upon reason and inform-
a t i o n a v a i l a b l e t o them i n a f r e e s o c i e t y , and 
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(b) The d i g n i t y of the i n d i v i d u a l and h i s i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s 
to l i v e as the supremely important u n i t o f f r e e s o c i e t i e s . 
In freedom, t h i s i n d i v i d u a l was f r e e t o j o i n those voluntary 
a s s o c i a t i o n s which he s e l e c t e d by choice because he b e l i e v e d 
they would advance h i s human d i g n i t y . He was a l s o , e q u a l l y 
f r e e , t o r e f r a i n from a s s o c i a t i o n s which he f e l t ־ r i g h t l y 
or wrongly - reduced h i s human d i g n i t y . 

* 

How t h i s cond i t ion did n o t always p r e v a i l among men. I t d id no t 
p r e v a i l f or Jews as i t did no t p r e v a i l f o r labor or the emergent c a p i t a l -
1 s t c l a s s in the Middle Ages . In a way, i t d id no t p r e v a i l even f o r the 
n o b i l i t y o f those s t r a t i f i e d s o c i e t i e s . Jews d id no t s u f f e r a lone f o r 
e l e c t i n g , as they u s u a l l y d i d , an a s s o c i a t i o n a g a i n s t which there were 
sanct ions and s t r i c t u r e s . 

The f a c t t h a t the e a r l y American c o l o n i e s were populated so l a r g e l y 
by r e l i g i o u s refugees and that the e a r l y United S t a t e s welcomed so many 
p o l i t i c a l re fugees i s h i s t o r y ' s most e loquent proof t h a t the d e p r i v a t i o n 
of the r i g h t of voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n was p r a c t i c a l l y u n i v e r s a l . Or, to 
put i t another way, i t can hardly be s a i d t h a t i t e x i s t e d a t a l l . 

But the great new order re ferred t o ushered i n tha t r i g h t as one 
of i t s corners tones . The proclamation o f the r i g h t d id not mean i t was 
f u l l y r e a l i z e d . I t i s not even f u l l y r e a l i z e d today . R e a l i z a t i o n o f 
i t i s one of democracy's items o f unf in i shed b u s i n e s s . And so our 
cons iderat ion of the problem here i s not e x c l u s i v e l y a Jewish problem, 
in i t s broadest a s p e c t s . I t i s s imply a Jewish a s p e c t o f a l a r g e , 
American problem. 

Now there i s one f a c e t o f the problem t o which Jews have paid a large 
amount o f a t t e n t i o n • To the ex ten t tha t ant i -Semi t i sm l i m i t s - or 
attempts t o l i m i t - the r i g h t o f Jews to voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n , Jews 
have been a l e r t and have designed programs intended to cha l l enge such 
r e s t r i c t i v e e f f o r t s . 

These are c a l l e d "defense programs" and they , too , run the gamut 
o f meeting r e s t r i c t i v e e f f o r t s aimed on ly a t Jews, on a l l l e v e l s from 
semantics t o programming i n more concrete ways. I t i s not my purpose 
here t o g ive a f u l l e v a l u a t i o n o f these programs but I should l i k e t o say 
i n pass ing t h a t I have always f e l t that i t would be f a r more e f f e c t i v e 
and more i n consonance wi th the u n i v e r s a l i s t i c a s p e c t s o f Judaism, i f 
such e f f o r t s were pooled wi th organizat ions tha t are concerned wi th 
removing r e s t r i c t i o n s o f any and a l l kin& that lead to b igoted a t t i t u d e s , 
among a l l peoples , regard les s o f c o l o r , race , or creed . 

We objec t t o l i m i t a t i o n s on our s o c i a l l i f e , because we are Jews. 
We o b j e c t to r e s t r i c t i o n s as to where we can own property . We o b j e c t 
to des ignat ions o f Jews t h a t imply t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s , p o l i t i c a l l y , are 
r e s t r i c t e d by cons iderat ions o f a l i m i t i n g f a c t o r o ther than those p laced 
upon a l l Americans. We p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the d e p r i v a t i o n of o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r work and education when those depr ivat ions o f what should be volun-
tary cho ices are based on the f a c t t h a t we are Jews. 
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Without indulging i n a d i s c u s s i o n here o f the defense techniques 
which are employed, l e t me say t h a t , i n p r i n c i p l e , e f f o r t s to prevent 
Jews from -being deprived of t h e i r r i g h t t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r v o l i t i o n i n 
these areas are v a l i d . We sometimes lump a l l o f these th ings toge ther 
i n one or both o f two terms t h a t , i n my opin ion , are much over-worked. 
The s logan makers are always reminding Jews about prejudice and more 
p a r t i c u l a r l y about the s p e c i f i c prejudice known as ant i -Semi t i sm. 
But the two terms have been so labored and tortured t h a t they have l o s t 
r e a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . We probably can never ge t a t a l l the prejudices o f 
man as long as man i s a human b e i n g . Even we Jews have some pre jud ice s 
although i t would be d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e c t them i n a l l the propaganda we 
put out , i n one way or another , on the s u b j e c t . But what we can work 
toward - and what we can probably e n l i s t the he lp o f o ther Americans 
to work toward ־ i s the reduct ion and e v e n t u a l l y , perhaps, the e l l m i n -
a t i o n o f those s i t u a t i o n s where the r i g h t o f Jews to voluntary a s s o c i -
a t i o n and the e x e r c i s e o f t h e i r v o l i t i o n i n a s p e c t s o f l i v i n g where 
they should be e n t i t l e d t o voluntary choice i s reduced or deprived 
e n t i r e l y because prejudice s p i l l s over i n t o what might be c a l l e d the 
publ ic domain. 

But there i s a phase o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n as 
Jews t o which Jews - except f o r t h i s American •Council f o r Judaism ־ have 
paid too l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n . I f we want ־ as we do - the r i g h t o f such f r e e 
a s s o c i a t i o n then, l i k e a l l other r i g h t s , there f o l l o w corresponding 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s • Tb,e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y here iB t o l i v e and a c t as i f we 
r e a l l y are a voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n . 

With increas ing preva lence , Jews have f a i l e d t o do t h i s i n the l a s t 
quarter o f a century• The f a i l u r e i s the r e s u l t o f a combination o f 
many c ircumstances . Only a few o f the more obvious complex i t i e s can be 
l i s t e d h e r e . 

1 . There has been an organized group - among Jews - to whom 
voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n wi th Judaism, as f r e e i n d i v i d u a l s , r epresent s a 
t h r e a t . I speak, o f course , of the "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s . Organized 
Z i o n i s t s are only a f r a c t i o n o f these s e g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s . Included a l s o 
are the "Jewish community" advocates , the f u n d - r a i s e r s and even some 
o f our r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Note tha t i f you are - because born a Jew - a member o f a Jewish 
na t ion or community, you have reverted to the medieval n o t i o n o f l i m i t -
ing a man's choice by h i s blood or b i r t h . Note a l s o tha t i f the kind 
of Judaism you promote i s l i m i t e d t o some common denominator c a l l e d a 
"Jewish people" and i f tha t r e l i g i o n must bear i n mind the major i ty 
s e n s i b i l i t i e s of a s o - c a l l e d community or n a t i o n , you make the i n d i v i d -
u a l ' s or the congregat ion's s p i r i t u a l values subserv ient t o a mass 
larger than the group whose s p i r i t u a l i n t e g r i t y should be the primary 
cons idera t ion of the r e l i g i o u s i n s t i t u t i o n . 

Joseph Wood Krutch,writ ing r e c e n t l y in the Saturday Reivew o f 
L i t e r a t u r e , about the near "demise" o f the "gentleman and scholar" 
and the r i s e of the "common man", asked the ques t ion , "Can we have 
an Age of the Common Man without a l s o having an Age of the Common 
Denominator?", and concluded by say ing , "ult imate r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
the future r e s t s wi th the th inkers and the educators whose most important . 
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s o c i a l task a t the moment i s t o d e f i n e democratic u l t u r e i n some f a s h i o n 
which w i l l "both reserve a p lace f o r uncommon e x c e l l e n c e and, even i n conn-
e c t i o n with the l a r g e s t masses, emphasize the h i g h e s t rather than the 
lowes t common denominator." I t seems to me t h a t t h i s i s j u s t as a p p l i c -
ab le t o r e l i g i o n and f o r our concern in Judaism. 

This happened in Reform Judaism in 1937 when the d r a f t e r s o f the 
s o - r a i l e d Columbus Platform s a i d Judaism was the s o u l of a ־body l i m i t e d 
t o I s r a e l ־ meaning the Jewish people , a t t h a t t ime . Ever s i n c e then, 
Reform Judaism has feared t o be a denomination f o r a group o f Jews w i th 
a d e f i n i t e ideo logy and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f Judaism. I t has become i n s t e a d 
a lowest common denominator f o r people who are j u s t no longer Orthodox 
or Conservat ive . I could not be c l a s s e d as an a u t h o r i t y on orthodoxy 
or conservat iv ism, but i t i s my impression t h a t they are no t much d i f f e r -
ent i n out look . Instead of f i rm and conv ic t ioned p r i n c i p l e s , they both 
have an eye on as many Jews as p o s s i b l e who are j u s t not l inked up in 
some other denomination. 

Now a l l these r e s t r i c t e r s o f the r i g h t t o voluntary cho ice and 
a s s o c i a t i o n f ear those Jews who deny any o b l i g a t i o n s t o a s o - c a l l e d 
"Jewish community" and en ter i n t o voluntary o r g a n i z a t i o n s , speak on ly 
f o r themselves , but say what they mean. So the Council i s unpopular 
i n almost every p lace in Jewish l i f e where there i s l i t t l e thought g i v e n 
t o these problems. For the Council i s r e a l l y a voluntary o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
I t owes no community p r o j e c t s anything. As no o ther group, i t has 
a s s e r t e d the r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n - and reacted wi th the 
corresponding r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of us ing t h a t r i g h t t o e x e r c i s e and d e c l a r e 
p u b l i o l y i t s f r e e c h o i c e . This i s t reason t o the r e s t r i c t e r s o f t h i s 
voluntary r i g h t . C o n f l i c t between the two i s i n e v i t a b l e . 

2 . A second reason why the r e s t r i c t e r s among Jews have had a f i e l d 
day i s that the masses o f Jews, l i k e a l l masses o f people , are l e s s than 
v i g i l a n t about t h e i r r i g h t s . They exchange r i g h t s f o r s logans and 
leaders for phrase makers. The constant c r i t i c i s m s o f the Counci l t h a t 
i t i s d i s turb ing the peace and that i t r e f u s e s t o acknowledge the need 
f o r something c a l l e d "Jewish unity" are s u p e r f i c i a l i t i e s . What t h e s e 
people r e a l l y mean - a l though they do not know i t themselves - i s t h a t 
we have re fused t o s e l l our r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n and i d e n t l -
f i c a t i o n as Jews t o those who would s u b s t i t u t e community o r n a t i o n a l 
r i g h t s . 

I t i s preposterous t o t a l k about a major i ty opinion among a s o -
c a l l e d American Jewish community. Who comprises t h i s community and 
what i s i t s a u t h o r i t y and who has determined i t s major i ty o p i n i o n s and 
by what measure? 

American Jews have l o s t some of t h e i r l i b e r t y because they have 
asked f o r the r i g h t o f voluntary choice from t h a t part of our world t h a t 
i s no t Jewish. But they have f a i l e d t o e x e r c i s e t h a t r i g h t when t o do 
so e n t a i l e d c o n f l i c t wi th the r e s t r i c t e r s and deprivers of t h a t r i g h t 
among Jews themse lves . 

This same, s o - c a l l e d "Jewish community" c a l l s for a s e p a r a t i o n o f 
church and s t a t e in the l a r g e r American s c e n e . I t has l e g a l r i g h t on i t s 
s i d e i n so doing. But the same f i c t i t i o u s e n t i t y of a "Jewish community" 
i s e loquent ly s i l e n t about tha t p e c u l i a r combination o f church and 
s t a t e known as Zionism. 
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I mention these paradoxes because they are not a c c i d e n t s . The 
r e s t r i c t e r s of voluntary choice are a l s o the p r o t a g o n i s t s f o r economic 
s a n c t i o n s , suppress ion of any but "party" l i n e speech or press and 
a l l i a n c e of church and s t a t e - among Jews. To the r e s t o f the world 
they are s e l f - a d v e r t i s e d " l i b e r a l s " . 

The great major i ty o f American Jews are prepared t o p r a c t i c e t h e i r 
l i b e r a l i s m In a b s e n t i a , i n s o f a r as these problems are concerned. They 
have however refused t o stand out a g a i n s t the depr ivat ions o f voluntary 
r i g h t s and choice prac t i ced by other Jews. 

3• A th i rd reason why these depr ivat ions have been so s u c c e s s f u l 
has to do with c a r e l e s s n e s s i n language. Those who favor Jewish separ -
a t i sm use the device o f language e f f e c t i v e l y . Instead o f speaking o f 
Jews, they speak o f a "Jewish Community". Instead o f speaking o f Judaism, 
they t a l k o f Jewishness , not the "Jewishness" implied by the covenant 
and the miss ion o f I s r a e l , but a "Jewishness" character ized by mores 
of the era o f the Ghetto, o f g e s t i c u l a t i o n s , foods , e t c e t f a t h a t are 
indigenous t o a p a r t i c u l a r country and not the moral and e t h i c a l f a c e t s . 
Instead o f speaking o f Jews, they t a l k o f "the Jewish people" but no t 
as the "People o f the Book", t h a t we a r e . 

The cumulative impression on the publ ic opin ion o f the United S t a t e s 
i s t o encourage a cons iderat ion o f Jews as a separate c o l l e c t i v i t y , ra ther 
than as i n d i v i d u a l s . And t o the e x t e n t t h a t t h i s opinion p r e v a i l s , the 
r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n and choice are a l s o reduced and there i s 
s u b s t i t u t e d f o r them the concepts of c a s t e and a c o l l e c t i v e w i l l o f t h i s 
f i c t i o n a l i z e d e n t i t y . 

Let me g ive you a couple o f examples. No one could o b j e c t i f the 
people i n t e r e s t e d i n s e l l i n g I s r a e l i bonds were t o hold a conference f o r 
the purpose of promoting such s a l e s . But we neve״!־ w i tness such a s imple 
meet ing. We are t rea ted rather t o "leadership conferences" where the 
n a t i o n ' s pres s i s t o l d "represenat ives of X-number o f Jewish communities 
were p r e s e n t . " The U.J .A. does the same t h i n g . 

Now s i n c e Jewish i s a more i n c l u s i v e term than bond salesman or U.J .A. 
s o l i c i t o r s , these people i n f r i n g e our r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n and 
c h o i c e . We have there fore on ly one r e c o u r s e , i f we wish t o remain Jews . 
We must o b j e c t - p r o t e s t . 

I submit t h i s i s no n e g a t i o n . I t i s a s imple , e l ementa l , p o s i t i v e 
a f f i r m a t i o n o f our American r i g h t . I f we do not e x e r c i s e t h i s r i g h t by 
d i scharg ing i t s corresponding r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , we may l o s e the r i g h t . 

h. F i n a l l y , I should l i k e t o po in t out t o you another f e a r tha t 
mot ivates those who would r e s t r i c t t h i s r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n 
and c h o i c e . They f e a r tha t i f Jews are too f r e e t o e x e r c i s e such v o l -
i t i o n they w i l l cease be ing Jews. For l e t us face the i s s u e s q u a r e l y . 
The u l t imate l o g i c o f Mr. Lasky's paper i s t h a t i f one no longer wishes 
t o be a Jew, he should be f r e e t o terminate h i s a s s o c i a t i o n . C o n t r a r i l y , 
anyone who wishes t o become a Jew, no matter what h i s previous f a i t h or 
n a t i o n a l o r i g i n , may do so by the simple a c t o f choos ing such an a s s o c i -
a t i o n , and t h i s has always been t r u e , 
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The f e a r of complete emancipation as a prelude to a s s i m i l a t i o n i s 
not new. There were Jews a century and a h a l f ago who r e s i s t e d the 
d i s s o l u t i o n of the ghet to "because they f e l t the ghet to preserved Jews 
and Judaism. 

There i s mo׳׳e than a l i t t l e o f t h i s among the modern c o l l e c t i v i s t s 
among Jews. I s r a e l proposes t o save Judaism i f on ly a l l the resources 
of Jews ou t s ide of I s r a e l are focused on that country• I t might save 
some people o f the Jewish f a i t h hut i t cannot save Judaism, f o r Judaism 
i s a thought . A new N.C.R.A.C. i s to ״be the supreme a r b i t e r o f what i s 
good and what i s had f o r American Jews. And, oddly enough, suddenly 
the American Jewish Committee and the Anti-Defamation League f i n d t h a t 
voluntarism rather than community r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s the b a s i s o f t h e i r 
work. Oddly enough, t o o , the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
which once represented the body of Jews most v igorous ly opposed to 
author i tar ian i sm, i s now more f i rmly e s t a b l i s h e d in t h i s N.C.R.A.C. 

I t i s there fore f a i r l y c l e a r tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l expediency 
d i c t a t e s most o f these a c t i o n s and that American Jews lack any f u l l 
apprec ia t ion of the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h i s r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n 
and c h o i c e , as Jews. 

This lack a l s o minimizes t h e i r apprec ia t ion o f the value o f the 
American Council f o r Judaism. For a l o n e , among Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
during t h i s pas t decade, by a c t i o n and through p r e c i s i o n o f language, 
the Council , on p r i n c i p l e , has adhered t o t h i s b a s i c American p r i n c i p l e . 
We b e l i e v e in a f r e e Judaism i n a f r e e market of i d e a s . We have f a i t h 
i n Judaism and are no t a f r a i d t h a t i f i t i s a f r e e f a i t h i t w i l l evap-
o r a t e . In order t o preserve i t , we are not s a t i s f i e d t o w a l l i t i n -
and Jews wi th i t - wi th peoplehoods, n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s t o a f o r e i g n 
s t a t e . We r e s i s t coerc ion in the assumption o f Jewish r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s י 
and I s t r e s s t h i s po in t ־ because we b e l i e v e Judaism i s a r e l i g i o n and 
I t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s are moral r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . Only in terms o f c i t y , 
s t a t e , o r n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i s coerc ion considered proper. We 
c a l l phi lanthropy, philanthropy - not a t a x , as the Jewish merchants 
o f high pressure f u n d - r a i s i n g cons ider i t . And we look upon Judaism 
not as the witches' brew of n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e , o f which r e l i g i o n i s o n l y 
a part , as the c o l l e c t i v i s t s cons ider i t . Judaism to us i s a f r e e , 
s p i r i t u a l express ion o f a b s o l u t e l y f r e e men. They come t o i t volun-
t a r i l y . And, i n turn, we b e l i e v e i t should he lp them make these f r e e , 
voluntary moral cho ices t h a t are a t the heart of our whole American 
way of l i f e a c o r o l l a r y of Judaism's u n i v e r s a l i t y . 

Again, with a l l deference t o Mr. Lasky's b r i l l i a n t paper, I c a l l 
your a t t e n t i o n t o the Counci l ' s l ong-s tanding de f iance o f the s e v e r a l 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on voluntary choice which, f o r the most par t , o ther 
organizat ions of Jews seek to impose. 

In 19^9, we re so lved o f f i c i a l l y : 

"One fundamental moral p r i n c i p l e common t o both Judaism and 
Americanism i s the i n a l i e n a b l e s a n c t i t y of the i n d i v i d u a l 
and h i s consc i ence . 

"We denounce the use of coerc ion and i n t i m i d a t i o n i n fund-
r a i s i n g and In the d i s c u s s i o n o f publ ic i s s u e s . 
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"We c a l l upon our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s t o conduct a l l organ-
ized e f f o r t s f o r f u n d - r a i s i n g and f o r c r e a t i n g publ i c 
opinion with the most meticulous regard t o the b a s i c 
freedoms o f America and Judaism r e s p e c t i n g the i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
freedom of consc ience ." 

In 1950, we s a i d : 

"It i s fundamental tha t no organiza t ion or group o f 
organ iza t ions , inc luding t h i s one, has the r i g h t t o speak 
for a l l American Jews. In p a r t i c u l a r , we r e s e n t the 
p r a c t i c e o f Z i o n i s t organizat ions Or o t h e r s , i n us su ing 
statements i n beha l f of the 'Jewish community1 of a c i t y 
or of the n a t i o n . We emphat ical ly deny t h e i r r i g h t t o 
speak f o r anyone but t h e i r own members." 

In 1951 we expanded the idea to say more c l e a r l y : 

"A fundamental premise of the American Council f o r Judaism 
i s the American concept of i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s and r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t i e s . 

"This i d e a l o f i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s i s the b a s i s f o r u n i t y o f 
a l l people of America and the p r i n c i p l e which, through the 
, mel t ing p o t ' of American s o c i e t y , i s c r e a t i n g a unique 

American n a t i o n a l i t y compounded from the d iverse o r i g i n s 
o f i t s c i t i z e n s . 

"The w e l l - b e i n g o f a l l Americans l i e s i n the f u l l p a r t i c i -
pat ion of the i n d i v i d u a l , as an indiv idual* i n the whole 
l i f e o f the country• The e f f o r t t o organize Jews i n t o a 
d i s t i n c t 'Jewish community' c o n f l i c t s wi th t h i s b a s i c 
element of the American t r a d i t i o n and f o s t e r s , in America, 
the concept of organized m i n o r i t i e s s i m i l a r t o those e x i s t -
ing in Eastern Europe. 

"We, t h e r e f o r e , r e j e c t and oppose the concepts o f a separate 
'American Jewish Community' and the c o r o l l a r y of s eparate 
'Jewish r i g h t s ' i n America. 

"We r e a f f i r m that no organiza t ion o f Jews, inc lud ing t h i s 
one; and no group of Jewish organizat ions and no i n d i v i d u a l 
Jew, has the r i g h t to speak f o r a l l American Jews." 

Last year, bas ing our p o s i t i o n on the Maclver Report, we s a i d : 

"That d i r e c t promotion of an i n t e g r a t e d l i f e wi th o ther 
Americans and the removal o f o b s t a c l e s t o i n t e g r a t i o n , 
a r i s i n g from wi th in the Jewish group i t s e l f , are o f equal 
i f not greater importance than the removal o f o b s t a c l e s 
created by other groups, 

"That o u t s i d e of t h e i r r e l i g i o n Jews do not and ought no t 
to posses s a u n i t y i n i n t e r e s t or o b j e c t i v e . " 
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We are t h e r e f o r e , no newcomers t o t h i s p o s i t i o n . Mr. l a s k y has 
e l o q u e n t l y summarized and climaxed a trend t h a t motivated the C o u n c i l ^ 
very organizat ion t e n years ago; a trend o f which we "became c l e a r l y 
conscious four years ago and s i n g l e d out f o r s p e c i a l mention and 
which we have "been a r t i c u l a t i n g more c l e a r l y ever s i n c e . I am d e l i g h t e d 
tha t i t i s incorporated a s one of the three bases f o r our i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
o f ourse lves as Jews . 

I n many ways, t h i s one o f the three p r i n c i p l e s makes the o p p o s i t i o n 
t o the Council understandable. We are the breath o f freedom and democ-
racy i n a s o - c a l l e d Jewish community t h a t reeks w i th the author i tar ian i sm 
of medieval t imes . The way o f the l i b e r t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n s a g a i n s t the 
medievalcrats was not easy e i t h e r . Also , much o f what we do t h a t i s 
c a l l e d nega t ive i s n e g a t i v e on ly because so much o f what e l s e i s done 
by Jews i s in the p a t t e r n of depr ivat ion o f t h i s r i g h t o f f r e e , volun-
tary cho ice by the i n d i v i d u a l . So we are opposed. But i n our o p p o s i t i o n 
g ive f o r c e t o the most p o s i t i v e a f f i r m a t i o n of a b a s i c American r i g h t . 
Let us not r e ; ? a t our e f f o r t s . 

And f i n a l l y , l e t us be c a r e f u l o f our language and our a c t i o n s . 
When we th ink , l e t us t h i n k as ind iv idua l Americans • When we speak 
l e t us avoid ־the c l i c h e s and the pat phrases . And when we a c t , l e t 
us a c t l i k e f r e e men, t r e a t i n g the s u g g e s t i o n o f Jewish community 
d i s c i p l i n e s or r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s wi th the contempt such ideo logy d e s e r v e s . 
For we wish t o be f r e e and to maintain our freedom. And the reason we 
wish t o be f r e e i s to be able t o p a r t i c i p a t e , on the wides t p o s s i b l e 
l e v e l o f American l i f e , on the b a s i s of f r e e , voluntary choice and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . How can we expec t others to honor t h a t r i g h t i f we do 
n o t e x e r c i s e the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y that goes wi th I t , ourse lve s? I am a l l 
f o r meeting ant i -Semi t i sm wherever i t may be found. But I submit t o 
t h i s audience tha t i f ant i -Semi t i sm means, i n p r a c t i c a l terms, the 
depr ivat ion of the r i g h t o f voluntary a s s o c i a t i o n and choice because 
one i s a Jew, then the "Jewish community" advocates , the "unity" pro-
ponents , the " n a t i o n a l i s t s " are no l e s s g u i l t y o f a s s a u l t s a g a i n s t t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l Jews than the recognized a n t i - S e m i t e s . And i f t o stand out 
a g a i n s t these pressures and c o e r c i i o n s , t o g ive our c h a r i t y where we 
w i l l , t o say what we b e l i e v e on p o l i t i c a l problems, t o have a Judaism 
t h a t i s f o r us - and no t f o r a mythical "Jewish people" - i f a l l t h i s 
i s n e g a t i v e , then l e t us be the g r e a t e s t negators i n the world, as are 
the Ten Commandments. I am weary of arguing wi th a d j e c t i v e s . And the 
world i s i n too parlous a s t a t e t o d i s t i n g u i s h between tyrannices -
whether they be insp ired by Gerald Smith or come from the p o l i t i c a l 
mora l i ty o f Herz l . Both belong t o the Middle Ages . I f mankind i s t o 
surv ive i t w i l l have t o be by greater ־ not l e s s - freedom; by more 
i n d i v i d u a l freedom, not more s ta tehood; by man's voluntary acceptance 
o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s as a member o f a f r e e community not through b l a c k -
mai l ing him i n t o submission i n t o a community o f b lood, d o c t r i n a i r e 
i d e o l o g y or sacred e a r t h . I b e l i e v e the American Council f o r Judaism 
cha l l enges these medievalisms as no o ther organ iza t ion o f Jews. I t 
knows what be ing a Jew by voluntary choice and a s s o c i a t i o n means and 
i t s membership has demonstrated i t knows how t o carry the burdens 
o f freedom as w e l l as r e j o i c e i n i t s p r i v i l e g e s . 
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The American Council f o r Jud&ism a l s o uhderstands and g l o r i e s 
in Judaism and l t d ,teachings o f the one God, ° f uni ty ,brotherhood, 
peace and a Messianic er'a i n God's t ime; I t a l s o understands the 
Mission and there fore regards the d i s p e r s i o n as: P r o v i d e n t i a l a*4 we 
fur ther understand that Our d e s t i n y l i e s i n our r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s 
and teachings a s a voluntary r e l i g i o u s group. To such an undaunted, 
unobstructed view we here on t h i s 10th Anniversary o f the founding 
of the Council rededicat0 and reconsecrate our e f f o r t s and our purposes 
t o t h e i r u l t imate r e a l i z a t i o n f o r the good o f a l l mankind. 

* * * * * 
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The t i t l e of t h i s paper, ״Just ice and Charity are the Same", i s taken 
unchanged from the language of a s e c t i o n of Mr. l a s k y ' s report headed, 
"The Subversion of Charity and Philanthropy",•The s a l i e n t paragraph 
from Mr. l a s k y ' s paper says: 

"Philanthropy without subsidy 
for a f a l s e philosophy 

"Since philanthropy i s part o f the r e l i g i o u s t r a d i t i o n of 
Judaism, we des i re t o help l e s s fortunate Jews abroad. 
]But we must f ind a way to do so without a t the same time 
subs id iz ing an ideology concerning the re la t ionsh ip of 
the Jew to h imse l f , h i s neighbor, h i s country and the 
universe which we b e l i e v e to be contrary t o the true con-
cept o f Jewish h i s tory and to the s o u l of Judaism, and 
without commingling phi lanthropic funds with those used 
to f inance a c t i v i t i e s that should be the n a t i o n a l respon-
s i b i l l t y of a fore ign s t a t e . Because of our bas ic views 
of Jews and Judaism, we are r e s t i v e with the present 
American Jewish philanthropic s tructure and look f o r i t s 
reorganizat ion so that any American may f u l f i l h i s char-
i t a b l e d e s i r e s toward Jews, anywhere In need, without 
being untrue t o h i s conscience. , . ." 

Today was not the f i r s t time t h i s Council has objected to the commingling 
of funds f o r philanthropy with those used f o r " a c t i v i t i e s that should be 
the n a t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f a fore ign s t a t e . " Nor i s today the f i r s t 
time that t h i s Council has considered ways and means to bring about such 
an undebatably r i g h t and moral formula f o r discharging our recognized 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o those who need our h e l p . 

This s e c t i o n of Mr. Lasky's paper d o v e - t a i l s p e r f e c t l y with a motion on 
t h i s subjec t , tabled a t our 1952 Annual Conference in Washington. I 
have therefore been inv i ted to . speak again on t h i s subjec t , as a part 
of t h i s d i s cuss ion of Mr. Lasky's paper and a l s o as chairman of the 
committee whose report was discussed and tabled l a s t year• 

The background of l a s t year 's committee report i s as f o l l o w s : 

At a meeting of the Nat ional Executive Committee i n Da l las , Texas, 
November 18, 1951, the President o f the American Council f or Judaism 
was authorized t o appoint a committee 

"to explore the p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f , and t o suggest procedures 
whereby, the Council may provide a way, to those who d e s i r e 
to use i t , f or making phi lanthropic contr ibut ions without 
being compelled to support i d e o l o g i e s with which they d i s -
agree." 
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This committee reported t o the Counci l ' s I952 Annual Meeting on 
A p r i l 5, in Washington. 

That r e p o r t , unpublished, i s on f i l e . As chairman o f t h a t committee, 
I pointed out i n my repor t , 

"that t h i s committee was jiot charged wi th the r e s p o n s i -
b i l i t y o f present ing a d e c i s i o n e i t h e r f o r or a g a i n s t 
such a ph i lanthropic program, or the formulat ion o f a 
f i n a l plan f o r such a program. In the l e t t e r i n v i t i n g 
the members o f the committee t o s e r v e , Mr. Rosenwald 
s a i d , 1 Please note tha t your acceptance of s e r v i c e on 
t h i s committee s i g n i f i e s your agreement on ly t o the 
p r i n c i p l e o f d i s c u s s i n g t h i s s u b j e c t in Washington and 
a s s i s t i n g i n the p r o v i s i o n of some kind o f a memorandum 
as a b a s i s f o r such d i s c u s s i o n . ' " 

Our committee attempted t o make, and I b e l i e v e succeeded i n making, a 
comprehensive a n a l y s i s o f the reasons f o r and a g a i n s t the p r o j e c t , based 
upon Council p r i n c i p l e s , the s i t u a t i o n i n the UJA and l o c a l w e l f a r e funds 
and the opin ion t h a t we knew to e x i s t among Council peop le . 

The report a l s o suggested three p o s s i b l e ways i n which the Council might 
c r e a t e , or be instrumental in c r e a t i n g , such an acceptable phi lanthropy, 
i f there was agreement, i n the f i r s t p l a c e , t h a t the Council should e n t e r 
t h i s f i e l d . The three p o s s i b i l i t i e s suggested were: 

(a) A counci l - sponsored and d i r e c t e d a u x i l i a r y organ iza t ion , 
not un l ike the r e l i g i o u s s choo l s we are opera t ing . 

(b) A complete ly new organ iza t ion , independent o f the Counci l . 

( c ) The Council t o seek out proper and acceptable e x i s t i n g 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s e r v i n g purposes our membership was i n t e r -
e s t e d i n he lp ing and a c t i v e l y encouraging support f o r 
such o r g a n i z a t i o n s . But the Counci l would not handle 
any o f the funds . They would be s e n t d i r e c t l y t o the 
recommended organizat ions by the donors. 

I t may be a testament t o the f a i r n e s s and o b j e c t i v i t y o f the repor t , as 
i t covered the reasons f o r and a g a i n s t the i n i t i a t i o n o f such a p r o j e c t , 
t h a t a t the end o f a long d i s c u s s i o n , the whole ques t ion was t a b l e d u n t i l 
the next Annual Conference, which i s t h i s meeting i n San F r a n c i s c o . 

I t i s there fore on the b a s i s o f tha t t a b l i n g o f a d e c i s i o n on l a s t y e a r ' s 
report , t h a t I r i s e now t o present the ques t ion again to the membership 
of the Counci l . 

I s h a l l add nothing more t o t h a t report of l a s t year , except t o g ive two 
examples, i n d i c a t i n g t h a t the s i t u a t i o n i n the UJA goes from bad t o worse; 
t h a t , indeed, there i s no r e a l i s t i c b a s i s f o r hoping any c o r r e c t i v e wi th -
i n tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n can ever again make I t an i n s t i t u t i o n acceptab le t o 
u s , on p r i n c i p l e . 
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The f i r s t example r e l a t e s t o the 23rd World Z i o n i s t Congress, he ld i n the 
summer o f 1951. Here, a t a meeting o f the h i g h e s t a u t h o r i t a t i v e ־body i n 
Zionism, the s t ruc ture o f t h i s supposedly American ph i lanthropic agency — 
the UJA — was determined. I say t h i s ,because although the Z i o n i s t Congress 
can l e g i s l a t e f o r on ly the United P a l e s t i n e (now c a l l e d the United I s r a e l ) 
Appeal, t h i s b e n e f i c i a r y o f the UJA r e c e i v e s the l i o n ' s share o f the money 
r a i s e d . 

I n the 1952 campaign, f o r example, out o f a t o t a l c o l l e c t e d and a v a i l a b l e f o r 
d i s t r i b u t i o n as of A p r i l o f t h i s year, o f $65 ,818 ,136 .93 , the United I s r a e l 
Appeal rece ived $43 ,469 ,061 .84 and the J .D .C. rece ived $ 1 9 , 2 4 4 , 7 8 0 . 2 0 . Some 
$3 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . was a l s o rece ived by the United S e r v i c e f o r New Americans!" But 
the Z i o n i s t funds r e c e i v e approximately 66 -2 /3$ o f the UJA c o l l e c t i o n s . The 
percentage increases i n favor o f the Z i o n i s t funds a s c o l l e c t i o n s pass the 
$55 ,000 ,000 mark. 

Over a period of s e v e r a l years previous t o the 23rd World Z i o n i s t Congress, 
American Z i o n i s t s had claimed t h a t the United P a l e s t i n e Appeal was "the fund-
r a i s i n g arm" o f the Z i o n i s t Organizat ion. 

At the Congress a s e r i e s o f r e s o l u t i o n s was adopted o f f i c i a l l y conf irming t h i s 
content ion and i n d i c a t i n g the complete c o n t r o l o f the United P a l e s t i n e Appeal 
by the Jewish Agency and the World Z i o n i s t Organization״ 

As a r e s u l t of the a c t i o n s taken by the Z i o n i s t Congress, the Jewish N a t i o n a l 
Fund ceased to be a d i r e c t b e n e f i c i a r y of the United I s r a e l Appeal. The 
P a l e s t i n e ( I s r a e l ) Foundation Fund became the s o l e , d i r e c t Z i o n i s t b e n e f i c i a r y 
o f the UJA, through the United I s r a e l Appeal. This reorgan iza t ion was r a t i f i e d , 
i n the f a l l o f 1951, by the American United I s r a e l Appeal .* 

* To use the p r e c i s e language o f the Z i o n i s t Congress, t o which American United 
I s r a e l Appeal endorsement was g iven , 

" . . . T h e Keren Hayesod ( P a l e s t i n e Foundation Fund) became , t h e s o l e Fund 
o f the World Z i o n i s t Organization f o r the purpose of engaging i n fund-
r a i s i n g campaigns f o r I s r a e l in the Diaspora . ' " 

The f o l l o w i n g few sentences are d i r e c t quotat ions from the o f f i c i a l r e s o l u t i o n s 
o f the Z i o n i s t Congress, s p e l l i n g out t h i s t ransformat ion . 

"The vas t e f f o r t s t h a t the Jewish people and the Z i o n i s t Movement are 
required t o undertake i n order t o c o n s o l i d a t e the S t a t e o f I s r a e l by 
means o f the Ingathering o f the E x i l e s and t h e i r absorpt ion i n the 
country, make i t n e c e s s a r y f o r the World Z i o n i s t Organizat ion t o r a l l y 
the Jewish people everywhere t o a f i n a n c i a l endeavor commensurate w i t h 
the great tasks o f t h i s h i s t o r i c epoch. The 23rd Z i o n i s t Congress looks 
upon the Keren Kayeweth L e y i s r a e l (Jewish Nat iona l Fund) and the Keren 
Hayesod as the instruments f o r the f u l f i l l m e n t o f these t a s k s . 

" . . . F u n d - r a i s i n g campaigns s h a l l continue t o be carr ied on under the names 
by which they are known i n d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , and the Ke;ren Hayesod.as 
the f i n a n c i a l instrument o f the Z i o n i s t (Jewish Agency) E x e c u t i v e , s h a l l 
d i r e c t , from Jerusalem, a l l the a c t i v i t i e s connected wi th such campaigns." 

Add t o t h e s e , one fur ther Z i o n i s t Congress r e s o l u t i o n , as f o l l o w s : 

"This Congress favourably regards the idea t h a t educat iona l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n the Diaspora may b e n e f i t , t o an e x t e n t agreed upon by a l l the bod ies 
concerned, from the funds o f the Z i o n i s t f u n d - r a i s i n g campaigns conducted 
i n the Diaspora." 
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In The Jewish Chronicle o f London, f o r March 13, 1953, there appeared 
the f o l l o w i n g , s p e c t a c u l a r l y candid despatch, d a t e - l i n e d Jerusalem: 

"The American Z i o n i s t movement I s t o renew i t s p o l i t i c a l work 
t o counteract the a c t i v i t i e s of i n f l u e n t i a l pro-Arab groups 
b e l i e v e d t o "be i n f l u e n c i n g the new American Adminis trat ion i n 
favour o f the Arab s t a t e s . Funds w i l l be a l l o c a t e d by the 
Agency f o r t h i s purpose. 

"This was decided a t a meeting o f the Jewish Agency Execut ive 
here t h i s week when the American members — Drs . Nahum Goldmann, 
I s r a e l Goldste in , and Emanuel Neumann, and Mrs. Rose Halprin — 
reported on the new trends In America's f o r e i g n p o l i c y i n the 
Middle E a s t . The r e p o r t s , which have caused grave concern here , 
a f f e c t i n g as they do I s r a e l ' s p o l i t i c a l and economic f u t u r e , 
descr ibed the s i t u a t i o n as 'very s e r i o u s , though not d e s p e r a t e ' . . . 

" . . . T h e American Z i o n i s t movement w i l l t h e r e f o r e beg in a 
'campaign o f en l ightenment ' , t o be arranged pr imar i ly by the 
r e c e n t l y reorganized Z i o n i s t Counci l . 

"The Counci l ' s f i r s t t a s k w i l l be t o convene a conference o f 
a l l s e c t i o n s o f American Jewry t o mob i l i s e new f o r c e s f o r the 
campaign and t o d e v i s e new methods o f work. 

"All these' a c t i v i t i e s w i l l be carr i ed out i n c o n s u l t a t i o n wi th 
the I s r a e l i Foreign M i n i s t r y . . . " 

I t seems almost unnecessary t o po in t out the i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s s t o r y . 
By surrendering c o n t r o l o f an a l l e g e d American phi lanthropy t o a f o r e i g n 
agency, American Jews are i n the u t t e r l y f a n t a s t i c p o s i t i o n o f having 
some o f the funds of that phi lanthropy be ing used t o wage a p o l i t i c a l 
b a t t l e a g a i n s t our own government. 

Mine i s not one o f the p r i v i l e g e s o f an address t o t h i s Conference. On 
the b a s i s o f the t a b l i n g o f a d e c i s i o n on the report o f my committee f o r 
l a s t year and i n the l i g h t of new evidence o f a fur ther d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f 
American Jewish phi lanthropy, I r a i s e o n l y two q u e s t i o n s : 

1 . I s i t any longer r e a l i s t i c or a s u f f i c i e n t d ischarge o f 
our r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o pass r e s o l u t i o n s e x p r e s s i n g a 
f o r l o r n hope f o r a reorgan iza t ion o f the UJA, and 

2 . I f i t i s not enough and no t r e a l i s t i c , are we o f a mind 
to o f f e r a modest, but r e a l i s t i c a l t e r n a t i v e ? 

I am not s u g g e s t i n g we come t o a f i n a l d e c i s i o n and formula a t t h i s 
Conference. This i s obv ious ly a ques t ion requ ir ing the most c a r e f u l 
thought and b l u e - p r i n t i n g . But we can, a t t h i s Conference, move t o 
i n s t r u c t our o f f i c e r s and Executive Committee to appoint a committee 
and urge t h a t a prel iminary report be presented t o our mid-winter 
Execut ive Committee meet ing. Then a f i n a l report could be presented 
to our 1954 Annual Conference. 
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I "believe t h i s Conference cannot adjourn, with a f e e l i n g o f having 
faced up t o the Council 's r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a t a l l l e v e l s , without 
fac ing up to these questions and a d i scuss ion of the propos i t ion o f 
having the Gouncil consider s e r i o u s l y the i n i t i a t i o n o f a program 
which may lead to an acceptable , phi lanthropic i n s t i t u t i o n f o r those 
American Jews who des ire i t . 

* * * * * 
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I 

I t was with mixed emotions that I l i s t e n e d t o the magnificent re-statement 
of Council pr inc ip l e s which Mr. Lasky presented t o us at luncheon a l i t t l e whi le 
ago. One part of me was responding with enthusiasm t o the thoroughness, the 
c l a r i t y and prec i s ion with which the ideas i t contains are arranged and presented. 
The other part was already wres t l ing with a f a m i l i a r problem — the problem of 
how t o take those ideas and t r a n s l a t e them into the kind of language, s logans and 
symbols which great masses of people w i l l be able t o understa,nd quickly and 
e a s i l y . 

Mr. Lasky's statement of Council pr inc ip l e s i s , in a way, an answer t o some 
questions that have been bothering me p r a c t i c a l l y s ince I took on the job of 
Council p u b l i c i t y d i r e c t o r . The quest ions go something l i k e t h i s : 

"How come Zionism gets so much p u b l i c i t y and anti-Zionism so l i t t l e ? Look 
at a l l the p u b l i c i t y the Z i o n i s t s get — pic tures and columns of space i n news-
papers, radio and t e l e v i s i o n coverage — a l l the r e s t . I f the Z ion i s t s can do 
i t . , why can't we?" 

I suppose, as the Counci l ' s p u b l i c i t y d i r e c t o r , that I should know the 
answers t o these quest ions . Frankly, I have a couple of ideas about them, but 
the f i n a l , absolute answers w i l l , I f e a r , elude a l l of us f o r some t ime. 

I I 

There was a time when I thought I knew the answers. Before coming t o the Counci l , 
I had been a newspaperman in New York Ci ty . I was therefore fami l iar with the 
devices used by most organizations t o get t h e i r point of view known t o the p u b l i c . 
I used t o be on the rece iv ing end, so to speak. 

As a reporter I was cont inual ly barraged with i n v i t a t i o n s to press conferen-
c e s , and with urgent requests that I attend t h i s or that c o c k t a i l party t o meet 
a d i s t ingui shed c e l e b r i t y with a point of view t o get a c r o s s . Every m i l de -
l i v e l y brought stacks of photographs of b e a u t i f u l g i r l s i n bathing s u i t s . I t 
turned out that these g i r l s had been e l e c t e d Miss National B i scu i t Week, or Miss 
World Brotherhood Week, or the g i r l the senior c l a s s of the l o c a l barber c o l l e g e 
had voted the one with whom they would most l i k e t o be c a s t a d r i f t on a d e s e r t 
i s l a n d . And a surpr is ing ly large percentage of the news s t o r i e s and p i c t u r e s 
printed i n ny newspaper, a t l e a s t , originated from t h i s sor t of material showered 
upon us by hordes of hard-working press agents and p u b l i c i t y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

To me, as a working reporter , there fore , the problem of ge t t ing p u b l i c i t y 
for a product or a point of view seemed simple enough. I had noticed that the 
Z ion i s t s used most of the tried-ar.d-true methods that are the stock i n trade of 
press agents in every f i e l d . And I had not iced that the Z i o n i s t s c o n s i s t e n t l y 
seemed t o be g e t t i n g more and b e t t e r p u b l i c i t y than the a n t i - Z i o n i s t s . Obviously 
i f the a n t i - Z i o n i s t s wanted p u b l i c i t y , a l l they had to do was adopt the same 
p u b l i c i t y - g e t t i n g methods as the Z i o n i s t s . 
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At f i r s t there did not seem to me to be any good׳ reason why the Council 
should not do s o . After a l l , I reasoned, both Z i o n i s t s and a n t i - Z i o n i s t s aim 
t h e i r ammunition at the same people . We approach from d i f f e r e n t and opposite 
points of view what i s e s s e n t i a l l y the same problem. The f i e l d s of our i n t e r e s t 
are v i r t u a l l y i d e n t i c a l , vjhy, therefore , should we not employ the same means of 
t e l l i n g our s tory to the public? 

Of course, I recognized that there might be one d i f f i c u l t y — we don't have 
as much money as the Z ion i s t s —׳ which i s an understatement. But then I came t o 
r e a l i z e that lack of money wasn*t the only thing standing i n our way. 

Let us suppose for a moment that we did have a l l the money to spend on 
p u b l i c i t y that the Zionis t s have. Could we then do the kind of things the 
Z i o n i s t s do to get publ i c i ty? 

I l l 

Consider some of the s p e c i f i c things the Z ion i s t s do: 

A few months ago there appeared as a guest on a nationwide radio and t e l e -
v i s i o n quiz show a pret ty young lady in the uniform of El Al A i r l i n e s , which ply 
between the United Sta tes and I s r a e l . The famous comedian who joked with her f o r 
a few minutes on the a i r said abso lu te ly nothing about "Jewish" nat ional ism; he 
did not d i scuss the r igh t s or wrongs of Zionism; he did not touch upon the im-
p l i c a t i o n s of the ex is tence of the State of I s r a e l as far as American Jews are 
concerned. Yet , without a word on the subject being mentioned, a d e f i n i t e impres-
s ion was created, an impression of inca lcu lab le value t o the Zionis t cause . 

Now, suppose the Council had the kind of money and p a b l i c i t y organizat ion i t 
takes t o work out a s imi lar s t u n t . What could we provide i n p lace of a h o s t e s s on 
the El Al Lines? How could we poss ib ly use those few minutes to get our ideas 
across as e f f e c t i v e l y as that young lady , probably without even r e a l i z i n g how e f -
f e c t i v e she r e a l l y was, got across the ideas of the Zionis ts? I think you w i l l 
agree that by the time we had jus t got ten around to de f in ing terms, our time on 
the a i r would have run out. 

Take another example. The United Jewish Appeal recent ly purchased f u l l - p a g e 
newspaper ads containing a b e a u t i f u l l y drawn picture of a worn pair of shoes . 
Before you read one word of the t e x t underneath that drawing, a powerful impres-
s ion had been made on you. The drawing i t s e l f spoke volumes, simply because i t 
had the power of suggesting the things spe l l ed out in the t e x t below. 

Suppose the Council could af ford f u l l - p a g e newspaper ads on a nationwide 
s c a l e . What sort of picture could we poss ib ly show that would t e l l so much, so 
quickly , and so e f f e c t i v e l y about our pr inc ip l e s? 

IV 

The point should be c l e a r . The problem f o r the Z ion i s t s i s s imple . They 
have a few, elementary ideas which they promote i n a var i e ty of complex and i n -
genious ways. I t makes l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e that the ideas themselves do not stand 
up to c r i t i c a l , i n t e l l i g e n t a n a l y s i s . I t i s enough that the ideas are simple and 
that they can e a s i l y be reduced t o s logans , c l i c h e s and dramatic, arres t ing i l -
l u s t r a t i o n s . They appeal b a s i c a l l y to the emotions rather than t o the i n t e l l e c t . 

. 2 . 



But what about us? The ideas of the Council י— or the ideas stemming from 
the a n t i - Z i o n i s t point of view — are not simple. They cannot e a s i l y be reduced 
t o s logans , c l i c h e s , or arres t ing , dramatic i l l u s t r a t i o n s . They cannot be per-
s o n i f i e d by means of a pre t ty g i r l i n the uniform of an a i r l i n e h o s t e s s . Above 
a l l , they appeal b a s i c a l l y t o the i n t e l l e c t , not to the emotions. 

Once you recognize that anti-Zionism i s not a simple idea , you see what a 
dilemma we face when i t comes to obtaining p u b l i c i t y . Pab l i c i ty i s , a f t e r a l l , a 
means of imparting information to a mass audience, ! a s s e s of people r e s i s t the 
complex. Ideas that masses of people w i l l accept are ideas which can be under-
stood only by the lowest common denominator among them. 

V 

Now, there are two courses open to us . The one we have pursued so f a r has 
been to accept the f a c t that the things we have to say must be said with great 
c l a r i t y and p r e c i s i o n . The Z i o n i s t s , on tho other hand, make a point of being iro״ 
prec i s e , of b lurring the i s s u e s , of throwing up verbal smokescreens t o hide the 
r e a l meaning of the things they say . 

The Z i o n i s t s , i n t h e i r p u b l i c i t y , f o r example, describe Jews outside I s r a e l 
as "fore ign c i t i z e n s " of that S t a t e . Vi/hat that means, nobody knows. But the 
vagueness of the term, instead of embarrassing the Z i o n i s t s , i s a c t u a l l y a great 
advantage t o them. 

The Z i o n i s t s can take the very name of "Israel" which, for two thousand years 
had a prec i se meaning — a f e l lowsh ip of human beings throughout the world sharing 
cer ta in bas ic r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s — and destroy that prec i se meaning by applying i t 
to a secular S t a t e , with an arrry, a bureaucracy and economic problems. 

The Z i o n i s t s , i n f a c t , can say one thing today and another thing tomorrow. 
They can confuse, instead of c l a r i f y i n g . They can be vague ins tead of d e f i n i t e . 
They can obscure i s sues ins tead of i l luminat ing them. And a l l t h i s confus ion , 
emotion, obfuscat ion and double-talk which characterize t h e i r p u b l i c i t y a c t u a l l y 
increases i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

The Z i o n i s t s , i n other words, thrive on confus ion , on i n c o n s i s t e n c y , on con-
cealment of the rea l meanings of the slogans they pro jec t , on the use of emotion 
and the d i s t o r t i o n of truth . I t i s a melancholy r e f l e c t i o n that a philosophy 
characterized by such features i s ac tua l ly i d e a l from the point of view of obta in-
ing p u b l i c i t y i n the mass media. 

VI 

Fundamental to the Counci l ' s point of view, however, i s an i n s i s t e n c e upon 
prec i s ion , on l o g i c , on the p l a i n statement of the truth , no matter how p a i n f u l 
that truth may be. Before we can even begin to explain our point of view, there -
f o r e , we mast c l ear the ground of the accunsilated debris of f i f t y years of Z ion i s t 
success in l i t t e r i n g i t with confusion. 

In t h i s descr ipt ion of the n a t u r e of Zionism and anti-Zionism you have, I 
think, the answer to the quest ion: How come the Z ion i s t s get a l l the p u b l i c i t y ? 
The answer, b a s i c a l l y , i s that they get most of the p u b l i c i t y because, i n a d d i t i o n 
to having plenty of money, the ideas they have to s e l l can be packaged i n s imple , 
easy-to-understand, emotional, palatable u n i t s . 
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I sa id that up t o now the Council has been hampered in i t s e f f o r t s t o get 
p u b l i c i t y because b a s i c to our philosophy i s an i n s i s t e n c e upon p r e c i s i o n . The 
quest ion we ought to consider now, perhaps, i s whether we are not making a mistake 
i n s t i c k i n g t o that pr inc ip le . 

Would i t not be advisable , perhaps, to reach some s o r t of compromise i n our 
handling of pub l i c i ty f o r mass consumption? Could we not reduce some of our 
pr inc ip l e s to easily-remembered, easi ly-understood s logans , even i f that meant a 
cer ta in s a c r i f i c e of precis ion? Might i t not be a good idea , occas iona l ly , t o 
appeal to the emotions of the masses instead of always presenting them with the 
naked, unvarnished and ugly truth? 

VII 

To ask these ques t ions , I think, i s to answer them, ire could not do these 
things without ceasing t o be what we s tarted out to be . As soon as ;76 permitted 
ourselves t o blur the d i s t i n c t i o n s between the truth as we see i t and the kind of 
truth that masses of people w i l l c h e e r f u l l y accept , we s h a l l f i n d we have sold our 
b i r thr ight f o r a mess of pot tage . 

I n the National o f f i c e we are a l l too fami l iar with a recurring complaint 
concerning Council pamphlets, publ icat ions and l i t e r a t u r e . People t e l l us they 
are too long, too d i f f i c u l t to read; that nobody w i l l bother t o wade through them. 
So, every time we s t a r t work on a new pamphlet, or prepare an a r t i c l e f o r Council 
News, we t e l l ourselves we s h a l l t r y to keep i t short , simple and easy to read. 
My own newspaper t ra in ing , i n addi t ion , was a l l d irected toward keeping copy 
brisk , concise and capable of being understood by people in a hurry. 

Sometimes we do succeed, at l e a s t p a r t i a l l y , i n b o i l i n g down e x c e s s i v e l y 
long manuscripts. But i n most cases we f ind it• simply cannot be done. The f i r s t 
d r a f t may a c t u a l l y be short and s imple . The only trouble with i t i s that i t j u s t 
does not de l inea te Council pr inc ip le s accurately enough. So we f i n d we have t o 
put i n a qua l i fy ing phrase here, an explanatory sentence there , and rewrite another 
s e c t i o n e n t i r e l y . 

Before long, we f i n d we have another typ i ca l piece of Council l i t e r a t u r e . I 
general ly f ind myself looking at i t mournfully, j u s t before sending i t o f f t o the 
pr in ter . I t i s not short . I t i s not s imple. I t i s not e s p e c i a l l y easy to read. 
On the other hand, i t is_ l o g i c a l . I t Is p r e c i s e . I t says exact ly what we mean. 
And, whether i t i s read today, or ten years from today, i t makes sense . 

More importantly, i t w i l l not crop up, a year from today, to embarrass us 
because i t genera l izes too f r e e l y , or makes easy , i l l - c o n s i d e r e d predic t ions con-
cerning the f u t u r e . Unlike the published statements of c e r t a i n other organizat ions , 
i t does not contain words we s h a l l some day have t o e a t . On the contrary, i t 
probably contains abundant material which, i n the fu ture , we s h a l l quote with 
pride because i t w i l l be even more pert inent then than i t i s today. 

VIII 

l e t ' s face i t . In p u b l i c i t y , as in our other f i e l d s of operation, we have a 
tough job to do. By״ comparison, the task of the Z i o n i s t s i s easy . We have t o 
abide by a s e t of ru les they threw away a long time ago. For a long t ime, s t i l l , 
we must be s a t i s f i e d with the knowledge that i n any given group i t w i l l always be 
the minority, rather than the majority that can even understand what we are 
ta lk ing about, 
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This i s about a l l I have t o o f f e r , in ny capaci ty as a p r o f e s s i o n a l , on the 
subject of Council p u b l i c i t y . Perhaps i n your d i scuss ion you may care to address 
yourselves t o the problem of whether there are ways and means that we have so f a r 
overlooked, of increasing the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of our pub l i c i ty without — and t h i s i s 
a very important q u a l i f i c a t i o n -י- without any s a c r i f i c e of p r e c i s i o n , or l o g i c or 
cons i s tency . Being only human, I am qui te w i l l i n g to concede that there are such 
ways and means. I hope you w i l l point them out t o me. 
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This report grows out o f a d i s c u s s i o n held l a s t year i n Washington, 
during our 1952 Annual Conference. A committee was appointed, wi th a 
f a i r l y general term-of -reference , to examine Council p o l i c y and, where 
p o s s i b l e , t o make recommendations for the fu ture . I plead d e r i l e c t i o n 
in that I have been unable t o meet and d i scuss t h i s report with my 
committee. The observations contained here in are , there fore , l a r g e l y 
personal although I have taken into cons iderat ion a number o f suggest ions 
and ideas made by Council members during informal conversat ions . 

Part o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y that might otherwise have belonged 
to my committee was assumed in the d r a f t i n g o f the paper by Mr. Lasky and 
the coordination of tha t paper into a major part o f the report o f the 
Resolut ions Committee. I f we do not have new p o l i c i e s — we have a t 
l e a s t a reformulation o f those which have prevai led in t h i s organizat ion 
s ince i t s incept ion . 

Part o f the d i f f i c u l t y in deal ing with my r e s p o n s i b i l i t y has been 
that the pr inc ip l e s o f the Council are c l e a r . I think no one wants to 
change them or y i e l d on them. I t i s i n the implementation o f those 
pr inc ip l e s and in t h e i r refinement for purposes o f our educat ional and 
p u b l i c i t y work where the d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s e . The substance here i s 
sometimes e l u s i v e and subjec t ive values e n t e r . I have there fore , a f t e r 
much thought, confined my remarks to some f a i r l y broad p r i n c i p l e s . They 
may evoke d i scuss ion here and from that d i s cuss ion may come more s p e c i f i c 
d i r e c t i v e s that are the w i l l of t h i s Conference; or, a t l e a s t those 
charged with the administrat ion of the Council and the implementation 
o f i t s p r i n c i p l e s , may acquire here a f e e l i n g of tone and emphasis, 
which may be, a f t e r a l l , the heart o f the matter . 

Broadly speaking, two problems are involved: 

1. Basic p r i n c i p l e s , and 

2. P u b l i c i t y or dissemination o f s p e c i f i c information 
der iv ing from, or r e l a t e d l o g i c a l l y t o , those p r i n c i p l e s . 

I have already re ferred to the f i r s t o f these c a t e g o r i e s . The 
concerns frequent ly expressed about Council p o l i c i e s are almost never 
those of bas i c p r i n c i p l e s . Mr. Lasky's paper c l a r i f i e s - - i t does not 
a l t e r or change. I , myse l f , have nothing further to add to what has 
already been sa id on t h i s subject during t h i s Conference. 

I t i s i n the second category — implementation, p u b l i c i t y , a p p l i c -
a t ion o f the pr inc ip l e s — where we have divergences of op in ion . Perhaps 
the problem could be characterized as " t a c t i c s " . 
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I 

In considering problems i n t h i s area, I think we must agree to 
cer ta in assumptions: 

1• There i s a group of Jews who "believe Judaism has a 
n a t i o n a l aspec t . For them, many of the things we 
see as problems do not e x i s t ; or, i f they do e x i s t 
as problems, they are prepared to take the eonse-
quences o f t h e i r b e l i e f s , whatever they may be . 

By and large, the Council has no appeal t o t h i s group. 

2 . There ' i s another group — the larges t o f a l l probably -  ־
who are confused. I f ' t h e y are not supporters o f the 
Council , there i s no reason t o assume e i t h e r that they 
accept the addit ions o f "Jewish" nat ional i sm to t h e i r 
Judaism. 

Here we do have a major r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . We have, as 
our primary ob l iga t ion ," the job o f demonstrating the 
v a l i d i t y o f a Judaism free o f "Jewish" nat ional i sm 
and of point ing out the consequences, i n America, o f 
"Jewish" nat ional i sm's p r a c t i c e s . Then, perhaps en״ 
couraged to do so by our focus ing a t t e n t i o n on I s s u e s , 
these people may make up t h e i r minds, one way or the 
other• 

3• F i n a l l y , there i s the Council membership i t s e l f . Here, 
o f course, In the adminis trat ion o f the Council w i th in 
the framework o f our bas ic p r i n c i p l e s , l i e s the g r e a t e s t 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to a group. These people need not be 
convinced of the bas ic 'soundness o f the Counci l ' s 
p r i n c i p l e s , s ince t h e i r membership in the organizat ion 
already indicates such agreement. But'the complex i t i es 
involved in the maintenance o f these p r i n c i p l e s i n the 
face o f new and s p e c i f i c i s sues and problems should be 
c a l l e d to the a t t e n t i o n o f our membership. Otherwise, 
we may t r y to operate the Council in a vacuum. 

The Council through i t s adminis trat ive s t a f f has s tudied and 
developed a program for a c t i o n having i n view a l l these areas'. Whether 
or not and to what extent that program i s s a t i s f a c t o r y i s for t h i s 
Conference to dec ide . But i t is" a p o s i t i v e program i f to defend our 
p o s i t i o n and to disseminate information that i s pert inent to that 
defense i s a p o s i t i v e work. 

Iti the f i e l d of ch i ld education you have heard i n the report o f 
the Chairman of the Re l ig ious Committee what s t e p s we have taken to 
counteract the indoctr inat ion o f youth with the idea that Judaism has 
a n a t i o n a l i s t i c a s p e c t . 

In , t h i s f i e l d o f c h i l d education our work must go on. I f p o s s i b l e , 
we must prepare a new generation which w i l l not g u l l i b l y accept a b lurr ing 
of the s p i r i t u a l with the mundane; o f our Judaism with a f o r e i g n 
nat ional i sm. 
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111 t h i s f i e l d , sts I think our panel on Friday demonstrated, we 
are making headway i n reaching in to the second group o f American Jews; 
those who do not see the consequences o f "Jewish" nat ional i sm and are 
therefore confused hy e f f o r t s to evade the problems we s e e . 

In the f i e l d o f adult education 'our program i s l imi ted t o the 
preparation of mater ia l for the Chapter^, and i t i s genera l ly l e f t t o 
the Chapters to determine how t h i s mater ia l may bes t be used. 

Probably much o f the misrepresentat ion to which we are subjec t 
stems from the lack of adequate adul t education programs. Thus f a r , 
however, your Executive Committee has not had the funds to provide such 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

There are however, a few suggest ions I can make. They Involve 
large ly your own I n i t i a t i v e in us ing the mater ia l which has a lready been 
developed and which w i l l undoubtedly be developed in the f u t u r e . 

1. •Read Council News.' I t has many f a u l t s which are not my 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to d i scuss here . But there i s hardly an i s s u e which 
does not 'cover a t l e a s t "one, important development i n the f i e l d o f 
our i n t e r e s t . I t i s a r e l i a b l e source for documentation f o r while i t ' 
e d i t o r i a l i z e s our viewpoint, i t rare ly does 'so without a p r e c i s e r e f e r -
ence to the sources . And while our desks are f i l l e d with o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
mail o f a l l kinds, Council News has the ' indisputable v ir tue o f being the 
on ly publ icat ion a i r i n g many o f these problems. 

2. Engage the Nat ional O f f i c e in personal correspondence. I f 
you have questions or problems in the general area o f the Counci l ' s 
I n t e r e s t , ask the Nat ional O f f i c e ' s opinion. You w i l l , I assure you, 
rece ive de ta i l ed and considered r e p l i e s . You may not always agree . But 
you w i l l u s u a l l y f ind s t imulat ion . 

3• Try to organize small d i s c u s s i o n groups o f your own. Every 
Council meeting need not have a "personality" and a thousand people . 
The National O f f i c e has a l l kinds of background information and much 
can be learned i n an evening of d i s c u s s i o n with a group o f f r i ends i n 
a l i v i n g room. 

k. Have a t l e a s t a couple o f larger Council meetings a year, 
with a competent spokesman from the Counci l ' s o f f i c i a l fami ly . 

These w i l l not answer a l l 'the problems o f chapters but they w i l l 
f i l l some gaps ' in our adul t program a t the present time and they w i l l ' 
further our work of making knowledge a v a i l a b l e so that we — and others — 
may choose between these ways o f l i f e as Jews with the advantage o f as iauch 
knowledge as p o s s i b l e . 

I I 

With these broad techniques o f implementation, there are few 
disagreements. 

I t I s in the f i e l d o f ־the substance o f the p u b l i c i t y we make a v a i l -
able - our educat י ional materials p a r t i c u l a r l y for the adult education 
l e v e l — where there are d i f f e r e n c e s o f opin ion . 
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In d i scuss ing t h i s phase o f our work, there are , "broadly 
speaking, two viewpoints in the Council . 

One group f e e l s that the majority o f American Jews do r e j e c t 
"Jewish" national ism; that they are not p o l i t i c a l l y i l l i t e r a t e about 
the problem. But they see the Council as a r e l i g i o u s organizat ion . 
They are disturbed by our expos i t ions of Middle Eastern p o l i t i c s . They 
are constrained, by t h e i r own f e e l i n g s , t o avoid r a i s i n g i s sues that may 
complicate and make more d i f f i c u l t the p o s i t i o n o f the S t a t e o f I s r a e l . 
This does not mean they are , i n any way,' prepared to y i e l d e i t h e r t h e i r 
American s ta tus or to subrogate the i n t e r e s t s o f the United S t a t e s . 
Where e i t h e r of these becomes involved, t h i s group agrees that the Council 
has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o take correc t ive a c t i o n . But they f e e l what we 
sometimes go beyond that ac t ion , based on these cons iderat ions , r equ ire s . 

These people say we have concerned ourse lves with the p o l i t i c s o f 
the Near Eas t . We have given'expres ion to our *views on the subjec t o f 
o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f Jerusalem and of American economic a i d . 

There are many in the Council who have. expressed disagreement with 
t h i s l i c y . They b e l i e v e we ought t o express our views p r i v a t e l y on 
such subjec t s or as part o f a non-sectar ian a s s o c i a t i o n with other 
Americans who hold them, on 'the theory 'that they are hot and ought not 
to be־'an expression of i n t e r e s t as *American Jews but rather as express ions 
o f our p o l i t i c a l and n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s . Invariably the viewpoint we 
express i s h o s t i l e to I s r a e l , and t o many i n ' t h e Council t h i s seems t o 
p a r a l l e l the f o l l i e s and e v i l s o f 'other subgroups' who do e x a c t l y the 
reverse ; that i s , who support every a c t i o n o f I s r a e l . Those who f e e l 
tha t "way say the wrong behavior o f any subgroup does not j u s t i f y our 
subgroup i n doing things we should not do as Jews. 

They r e f e r to c e r t a i n o f our publ icat ions report ing an apparent 
change o f p o l i c y toward I s r a e l ' o n the part o f the new Washington admini-
s t r a t i o n . They point out s e v e r a l pages o f 'Council News were devoted t o 
descr ib ing a nat iona l p o l i c y 'of apparent greater sympathy for Egypt and 
other>~"Arab s t a t e s o f the Near East , and they regard t h i s as ,an example o f 
our pre-occupation with p o l i t i c a l developments that are and should be a t 
bes t only a t the periphery of consc iousness . Some of those who c r i t i c i z e 
t h i s par t i cu lar number of Council News sa id i t gave them a d isagreeable 
sense that there was something g l e e f u l about the report and that there 
was an undercurrent, smug and unpleasant, an "I t o l d you so" a t t i t u d e . 
The lad ie s and gentlemen who hold t h i s view are , I am sure, not l e s s 
devoted to the pr inc ip l e s o f the Council for having these r e a c t i o n s . 

"'At l e a s t we ought to consider , i f members o f our subgroup have 
these reac t ions , what the e f f e c t must be on the minds o f those who are 
not as fami l iar as we are with the high and sound p r i n c i p l e s for which 
the Council was e s tab l i shed . 

On'the other hand, there are those in the Council who have an 
answer for these object ions which, in t h e i r viewpoint, der ives organ-
i c a l l y from Council p r i n c i p l e s . 

The p o s i t i o n o f the Council appears to be a n t i - I s r a e l , they say , 
because there i s a group which claims to speak for a l l Jews and which 
invar iably takes a p r o - I s r a e l , favored-nation p o l i c y . The Council, t h i s 
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second group says7 has not opposed American a id to I s r a e l . I t has 
opposed Zionist־pressure t a c t i c s which make i t appear i n Washington 
that a id for I s r a e l must "be maintained a t a c e r t a i n l e v e l because 
American Jews, represented by the American Z ion i s t Council, 'want I t 
s o . We took our p o s i t i o n on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of Jerusalem, 
they say, because'the Z i o n i s t s ' i n s i s t e d ' t h a t American Jews wanted 
Jerusalem incorporated into I s r a e l for r e l i g i o u s reasons. We did not 
o f f e r our own s o l u t i o n o f the Jerusalem problem. We simply s a i d there 
was no r e l i g i o u s reason, in Judaism, why the United Nations r e s o l u t i o n 
could not be implemented. 

This second group a l s o j u s t i f i e s occas iona l reports on changing 
c l imates o f opinion in the United Sta tes regarding the Middle East ' 
because, they argue, Z ion i s t s t a l k as i f a l l Jews be l i eved that I s r a e l 
must be the center o f American a t t e n t i o n and because by t a l k i n g on ly 
about I s r a e l and as i f I s r a e l were the most important s t a t e in the Middle 
East , American 1Jews are r e a l l y asked to formulate an opinion i n a one-
party atmosphere. 

I t i s 'Important, t h i s second group argues, for American Jews to 
know that ser ious thought"is being given to a change in American p o l i c y 
and to what prominent Americans think about that change for with the 
grea tes t amount o f information, Jews may then avoid making a d e c i s i o n 
which could p o l i t i c a l l y i s o l a t e them. 

Which viewpoint i s correct and which serves the b e s t i n t e r e s t s 
o f the Council — and i t s h ighest p r i n c i p l e s ? 

You w i l l have to determine whether the present p o l i c y i n t h i s 
regard meets with your approval or whether you b e l i e v e i t ought t o be 
modif ied . 

I think modi f i ca t ion w i l l prove d i f f i c u l t for the p o l i c y by 
which one th ing i s s e l e c t e d , s t re s sed and emphasized, i s the day-to-day 
routine work done by the s t a f f . The 'good in tent ions o f the s t a f f add 
of those to whom the administrat ive r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s are ass igned are 
not to be doubted, but t h e i r very z e a l , drive and determination to ge t 
things done, in the minds of many o f us , lead to procedures and 
a t t i t u d e s which mar p o l i c i e s . 

I f you are not s a t i s f i e d , then you ought to give thought t o the 
f a c t that our present organizat iona l s tructure i s such that two d i f f e r -
erit funct ions , one o f counse l l ing and one o f administrat ion, are per-
formed by one and the same person. Thus a s trength of f e e l i n g 3n regard 
to pr inc ip l e s a n d ' p o l i c i e s , which i t i s the r i g h t o f every s t a f f man t o 
have,"must be expressed in the execut ive adminis trat ion . 'Indeed i t would 
be surpris ing i f i t were otherwise , f o r , I f one who i s s t rong ly p a r t i s a n 
and deeply f e e l i n g about a 'subject i s entrusted with the adminis trat ive 
task for p o l i c i e s that represent an acceptable common ground o f various 
viewpoints, he i s put in a quandary. I f he leans backwards, he i s doing 
an i n j u s t i c e to h i s own p r i n c i p l e s . I f he s t i c k s to h i s p r i n c i p l e s , he 
may d i s t o r t and do an i n j u s t i c e to the accepted p o l i c y . 

There i s , o f course, no p e r f e c t s o l u t i o n for t h i s problem. 
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There are c r i t e r i a perhaps for judging the r e s u l t s but perhaps 
no ready s o l u t i o n for p r a c t i c a l operat ion. Are the r e s u l t s accurate 
and truthfu l? And, short of lending t o a catastrophe for Jews, are 
accuracy and truth - - even i f not always pleasant - part o ־ f our 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o our pr inc ip l e s? I t I s , I think, noteworthy that 
in the mi l l i ons of words the Council has published there have been 
many disagreements with those who oppose us over in terpre ta t ion but 
few, ser ious charges of error or inaccuracy. Granted our part i sansh ip — 
and that i s something we can ignore and remain s t e a d f a s t to our purposes 
are accuracy and t r u t h f u l reporting any c r i t e r i a ? 

Yet i t mi$t be des irable to d iv ide the funct ions and assignments 
of personnel more p r e c i s e l y , so that one who i s in f a c t a consul tant 
on po l i cy s h a l l not a l s o be entrusted with the task of administering 
p o l i c i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y when the p o l i c i e s may very w e l l include some t o 
which he cannot give whole-hearted consent . 

I t was pointed out a t our Conference in Washington l a s t year by 
our Executive Director in the very provocative paper which he de l ivered 
that there has been a development of a p r o f e s s i o n a l c l a s s i n Jewish 
l i f e which has taken over the power i t i s incumbent on an informed 
lay leadership t o e x e r c i s e , and that lay leadership to be e f f e c t i v e must 
devote more of i t s time and energy t o the administrat ion of p o l i c y , 
so that the bureaucrat, the administrator, the execut ive does not 
become the paramount in f luence , and so ״that the lay leaders do not 
y i e l d , by d e f a u l t , t h e i r thinking, d i r e c t i o n and inf luence to the 
execut ive re fus ing to take the trouble to f a m i l i a r i z e themselves wi th , 
and check the routine procedure in , which pr inc ip l e s and p o l i c i e s f i n d 
express ion. Thus our Executive Director i s f u l l y conscious o f the 
problems involved on t h i s score i n Implementing Council p o l i c y . The 
point i s we should have a l i t e r a t e lay leadership w i l l i n g t o give o f 
i t s time for other purposes than the mere mechanics o f fund-ra i s ing . 

Here a suggest ion may be in order for the creat ion of a number 
of standing committees to dea l with the s e v e r a l , e a s i l y departmentalized 
work of the Council . They should be small committees, of people pre־ 
pared to work in the formulation of p o l i c i e s . I f they are not t h a t , 
the idea has no merit for the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of counse l l ing wi th i n -
communicative committees can only f r u s t r a t e and complicate work even 
more and so compound the problem. In any event , t h i s Conference 
should decide the degree to which I t wishes to see the Executive and 
Administrative funct ions departmentalized and the formula that eventu-
a te s should be r e a l i s t i c , in terms of human c a p a c i t i e s and f i n a n c i a l 
c a p a c i t i e s . 

I l l 

No report on p o l i c y would be complete without some reference t o 
further work based on the lasky paper. 

Without committing ourselves I think we ought to seek the opinion 
of scholars on the adequacy of the restatement of Council p r i n c i p l e s . 
The problem here, o f course, i s where to f ind the independent scho lars 
for consu l ta t ion . Perhaps such advice can be obtained from some o f the 
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scholars we know "by asking for "off - the-record" opinions . We should 
a l s o submit the document to s o c i o l o g i c a l experts to advise us on i t s 
implementation. Here the problem i s not so d i f f i c u l t , for s o c i o l o g y 
i s a s c i e n c e . 

Pending these reports we should l i m i t our a c t i v i t i e s i n a l l but 
the r e l i g i o u s f i e l d in the fo l lowing manner: 

When we give expression to our viewpoint we do so in a manner 
that w i l l not add to the complexity of I s r a e l ' s problems, but that we 
do not re lax our v i g i l on the "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t encroachments on 
the p o s i t i o n of American Jews v i s - a - v i s t h e i r f e l l o w c i t i z e n s . This 
leaves open for future cons iderat ion any course of a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n 
to s p e c i f i c problems i f and when they should a r i s e . 

We should a l s o continue without any r i g i d p o l i c y as to fund-
r a i s i n g , analyzing and informing but not advis ing to give or not t o 
g ive . But we should order a study to determine the present ex ten t o f 
the Z ion i s t or other undesirable contro ls over l o c a l and overseas 
philanthropic fund-ra is ing and expenditure. 

We should continue the support o f our Chapters and put a t t h e i r 
d i s p o s a l every f a c i l i t y poss ib le to help them in growth and dissemin-
a t ion of our viewpoint. F ina l ly , we should develop a technique f o r 
reaching into the c o l l e g e s , so that young men and women of c o l l e g e age 
may come to understand that Judaism has far more to o f f e r than the 
Zionis t negators would have them b e l i e v e and has many more a t t r a c t i v e 
aspects than secular national ism• In t h i s way they may become conscious 
of t h e i r s p i r i t u a l heritage and we may help them seek and f i n d an 
interpretat inn of t h e i r l i v e s as Jews that i s i n harmony with the s p i r i t , 
hope and promise of the America we l o v e . 

* * * * 



THE COUNCIL'S TEN YEARS ~ AS I REMEMBER THEM 

by 
Edith G, Rosenwald 

American Council f or Judaism 
Tenth Anniversary Conference 
San Francisco, May 10, 1953 

I am happy to be here in San Francisco and g r a t e f u l for these few 
moments to t e l l you what these t en years with the Council have meant to me. 
I am not accustomed to formal speech-making. What I have to add to t h i s 
tenth anniversary conference i s in the nature of random memories; a few of 
the h ighl ights of t h i s decade; what the newspapers sometimes c a l l "human 
in teres t" s t o r i e s . Perhaps you might think of i t as the "woman's page". 

I t i s inev i tab le that I w i l l t a l k much about Lessing. I cannot 
help i t . I have seen these ten years of the Council l a r g e l y through h i s 
eyes and many of my impressions aboxit these years are inseparably re la t ed 
to those q u a l i t i e s which Lessing has, f or which I know many of you have 
o f t e n expressed appreciat ion and about which I have had the good fortune 
to know f o r longer than the period when they have served the Council . 

I suppose the beginning of the Council, from the perspect ive of 
the Rosenwald household, goes back a number of years before the Council 
was ac tua l ly formed. Late in the 1930's , Lessing began t o wonder about the 
use of U. J. A. funds; to inquire whether or not these funds were being 
used f o r l eg i t imate philanthropic purposes. 

I remember one afternoon when Rabbi Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r came to our 
home with crates of books which were supposed to give Lessing answers to 
some of h i s quest ions. In h i s usual thorough fashion, Lessing studied and 
delved and asked the advice of accountants. But the e f f o r t supplied no 
s a t i s f a c t o r y answers. If anything, Lessing was more confirmed than ever i n 
h i s b e l i e f that , through the U. J . A. , American Jews were being l ed to 
support a n a t i o n a l i s t movement with p o l i t i c a l ambitions in a far d i s t a n t 
country. 

We did not f u l l y r e a l i z e then that on somewhat d i f f e r e n t grounds, 
others were beginning to grow r e s t i v e with the d r i f t to Zionism among 
American Jews, But severa l years a f t e r Less ing's conference with Dr. 
S i l v e r , something of the r e s u l t s of t h i s other d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n confronted 
us when Dr. Fineshriber, our Rabbi in Philadelphia, phoned Lessing and sa id 
that a group of h i s co l leagues would l i k e to meet with him and d i scuss the 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f creat ing an organizat ion of Jews to r e s i s t Zionis t e f f o r t s 
to stampede both American Jews and the American government. 

So the two l i n e s converged one night in the l ibrary of our home In 
Jenkintown. There, Dr. Morris Lazaron, Dr. Fineshriber, Rabbi ReicKert and 
Elmer Berger to ld Lessing and me the s tory of the At lant ic City meeting of 
Rabbis in 19U2, the dec i s ion of some of those Rabbis t o attempt to create an 
organizat ion and t h e i r r e a l i z a t i o n that , to be e f f e c t i v e , the organizat ion 
would have to have the support of laymen a l l over the country. Lessing 
remembered w e l l Dr. Lazaron's and h is own e f f o r t s to do something construc-
t i v e when the U. J. A. and the J . D. C. f i r s t merged t h e i r fund r a i s i n g . 
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So Lessing was immediately i n t e r e s t e d in the proposed o r g a n i z a t i o n 
but expressed ser ious doubts as t o the wisdom of h i s assuming the l e a d e r -
s h i p . There were many reasons f o r h i s doubts. Chief among them was h i s 
opinion tha t because he lacked organized r e l i g i o u s t r a i n i n g he would be 
hampered i n the work, and so might hamper any hoped-for expansion of the 
organ iza t ion . 

Here, I cannot he lp saying — and on a personal note — t h a t the 
Rabbinical d e l e g a t i o n confirmed ny c o n v i c t i o n that Less ing ' s b e l i e f s and 
h i s lack of formalized r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s would not be a handicap i n h i s 
u s e f u l n e s s t o the Council . 

Af ter we h a d , s e t t l e d , with reasonable s a t i s f a c t i o n , the more or 
l e s s personal re serva t ions tha t Lessing had about taking the Presidency of 
the Council, he r a i s e d two f u r t h e r , important ques t ions . How would our 
n a t i o n ' s government look upon such a movement, caught up as we were , i n 
h i s t o r y ' s worst war? I th ink I r e c a l l the conc lus ion of that meeting 
c o r r e c t l y when I say t h a t Lessing f i n a l l y s a i d something l i k e , "I w i l l do 
i t i f I can be sure t h a t the Government th inks i t would be adv i sab le — or 
a t l e a s t o f f e r s no o b j e c t i o n s . " 

Dr. Lazaron knew Sumner י [ e l i e s who was then an Undersecretary o f 
S t a t e . An appointment was arranged. Lessing returned from Washington end 
accepted the Presidency of the Council although i t was not u n t i l years 
l a t e r , when Mr. L e l l e s was no longer i n o f f i c e — in f a c t , when he had 
become a spokesman for the Z i o n i s t s — that Lessing t o l d anyone, to ngr 
knowledge, of what had transpired a t the Washington meeting. I t h i n k you 
w i l l be i n t e r e s t e d to hear i t now — although a few of you may know i t . 
Mr. Welles t o l d Lessing tha t the formation o f an organiza t ion l i k e the 
Council was not only something t o which the Government would not o b j e c t but 
tha t i t was v i t ? l l y necessary.and i t would be a d i s t i n c t s e r v i c e which 
could be considered a h igh r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . I cannot vouch f o r every word 
in that paraphrase, but X know I have g iven the sense of Mr. Wel l e s ' comments. 

The other . reservat ion had t o do wi th our fami ly , where i t i s 
customary to d i s cus s most problems of t h i s kind wi th the c h i l d r e n . Lessing 
t o l d them of h i s i n c l i n a t i o n to accept the l eadersh ip of the Council and, 
p r o p h e t i c a l l y , predic ted he would be subjec ted , through misunderstanding and 
misrepresentat ion, t o much censure and t h a t a l l of us might f e e l the e f f e c t . 
Again I must say , wi th what I hope i s a pardonable pr ide , that the c h i l d r e n 
agreed Lessing must l i v e up t o , and stand by, h i s p r i n c i p l e s . 

So began the r e a l l y a c t i v e career of the American Council f o r 
Judaism, 

i n a b u i l d i n g 
A t i n y o f f i c e was e s t a b l i s h e d in P h i l a d e l p h i a owned by a good f r i e n d 

and e a r l y supporter of the Council, Jerry Loucheim. Elmer Berger and a 
s e c r e t a r y were the s t a f f . By now i t was Apri l of 19113 and I have some f a i r l y 
c l e a r memories of long s e s s i o n s in Less ing ' s o f f i c e and of frequent meetings 
i n the Warwick Hotel in Phi ladelphia as the f i r s t l i t t l e group s t rugg led t o 
put down in black and white a statement and a p lat form on which the Council 
could stand. 

Occas ional ly the d r a f t i n g s e s s i o n s would begin i n the morning i n 
Less ing ' s o f f i c e and continue through lunch and, when p o s s i b l e , I jo ined 
these ser ious authors . There were many r e f e r e n c e s to h i s t o r y and p o i n t s of 
r e l i g i o u s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n involved in the preparat ion of t h a t f i r s t s tatement 
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and f r e q u e n t l y , a t t h e s e s e s s i o n s Lessing would pursue a po in t u n t i l he 
thoroughly understood i t in a l l i t s r a m i f i c a t i o n s . 

Somewhere i n the middle of t h i s d e l i b e r a t e e f f o r t t o w r i t e a 
statement, the spec tre of a deadl ine jumped up, LIFE Magazine had carr ied 
an a r t i c l e by King Ton Saud and another by Dr. Stephen Wise on the 
Pa les t ine problem. Lessing be l i eved tha t even though the Council was not 
completely ready t o walk on the s tage of h i s t o r y , i t was necessary t o make 
c l ear that there ?ras a th ird viewpoint when a p u b l i c a t i o n o f such 
prominence took up the Pa l e s t ine ques t ion . So there was a v i s i t t o LIFE 
and an eager acceptance of our a r t i c l e . 

Letters came in from a l l over the country. In a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , 
many of those l e t t e r s rece ived must have been w r i t t e n by you . For s h o r t l y 
a f t e r the LIFE a r t i c l e appeared there began a s e r i e s of p ioneer ing t r i p s a l l 
over the country f o r Lessing and Elmer. They were armed on ly w i t h 
determination, a t e n t a t i v e publ ic statement, the names of a few f r i e n d s or 
organizat ions who might be i n t e r e s t e d , and the namss of people who had 
w r i t t e n favorable l e t t e r s t o LIFE. 

So began the second phase of the Counci l 's organ iza t ion; the en-
l i s t i n g of respons ib le c i t i z e n s who would permit t h e i r names t o be publ ished 
along w i t h the s tatement . As I look back now on t h a t per iod, i t seems to me 
Less ing ' s l i f e was div ided between r ing ing doorbe l l s and w r i t i n g l e t t e r s . 
And here again I i n j e c t a personal note* which some of you may have observed. 
Lessing f e l t then — and s t i l l f e e l s -י- t h a t whenever i t i s humanly p o s s i b l e , 
l e t t e r s should be persona l . He s t i l l spends long , t ed ious hours p e r s o n a l l y 
reading ana s igning Council mail . 

F i n a l l y a l i s t of s ignatures to the statement was assembled. This 
was mid-summer of 19143. The American Jewish Conference, you may remember, 
was the t a l k of the hour among Jews. At l e a s t in the East , v o t i n g booths 
were s e t up i n the larger c i t i e s and there were s t r e e t campaigns f o r 
candidates . Lessing made a l a s t e f f o r t to persuade the American Jewish 
Committee not to p a r t i c i p a t e in the Conference; not to endorse the p r i n c i p l e 
of so obvious ly a s e p a r a t i s t , p o l i t i c a l machinery, regard less of what a c t i o n 
i t might take . The appeal f a i l e d . 

There was another long meeting i n the l i b r a r y of our home on a 
Sunday. When should the Counci l 's publ ic statement be r e l e a s e d ? Lessing 
had talked to Arthur Sulzberger of the New York Times and Sulzberger had 
advised w a i t i n g s i n c e , he f e l t , that the American Jewish Conference had a 
pr ior c laim on newspaper space devoted t o matters of Jewish i n t e r e s t . 

I t was apparent that the Conference was another o c c a s i o n — and a 
major one — f o r Z i o n i s t propaganda. I t was decided that t h i s was the 
moment to chal lenge i t . On the f o l l o w i n g day — the opening of the American 
Jewish Conference — the Council r e l eased i t s Statement of P r i n c i p l e s . 

The r e s t of that ear ly chapter i s h i s t o r y . The statement was g i v e n 
near ly ha l f a page in the Times and wide p u b l i c i t y e l sewhere . I t d i srupted 
the w e l l - o i l e d machine of the Conference which spent the e n t i r e f i r s t a f t e r -
noon l i s t e n i n g t o a t tacks on the newly announced American Council f o r Judaism, 

The pat tern f o r abuse, misrepresentat ion and debate o f everyth ing 
but the i s s u e s was s e t a t that unrehearsed s e s s i o n of the American Jewish 
Conference. They are q u i e t e r today but the s c a r s of those e a r l y years are 
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t o be seen i n many p l a c e s . I •prill not say the u n f a i r , personal a t tacks d id 
not hurt Less ing . They were bound t o . But as he ta lked about them i n t h o s e 
days, I r e a l l y b e l i e v e he was even more hurt and shocked by the i r r e s p o n s -
i b l e s landers made on the e a r l y Rabbinical members of the Council . Men who 
had served Judaism wi th d i s t i n c t i o n were c a l l e d i r r e l i g i o u s in a t tacks t h a t 
were venomous and b i t t e r . 

I r e c a l l , too at t h i s t ime, that Lessing decided t o urge the 
Council not to spend i t s meager resources i n answering the a t t a c k s but 
rather to continue f o r c i n g a t t e n t i o n to the i s s u e s by s t a t i n g our own 
p r i n c i p l e s . I th ink t h a t p o l i c y , g lad ly adopted ty most of the Council 
although wi th some d i s s e n t , i s now paying d iv idends . For we have l e f t , i n 
these ten y e a r s , a c o n s i s t e n t record rather than a controversy over 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s and motives . Sometimes we have perhaps appeared ״unwilling t o 
f i g h t back. Actua l ly , we have fought back i n a most i n t e l l i g e n t way — on 
our ground, not on the i r r e l e v a n c i e s where the o p p o s i t i o n t r i e d to l ead u s . 

Lessing was s e r i o u s l y troubled by the economic pressures brought 
aga ins t people who subscribed to the Counci l ' s p r i n c i p l e s . I b e l i e v e you 
know he never objec t s to honest disagreement. In our own fami ly , there are 
many d i f f e r e n t v iewpoints on Important i s s u e s . But we each r e s p e c t the 
r i g h t of the other to h i s own op in ion . I t has been hard to see some o f our 
f r i e n d s who have f requent ly not been allowed the p r i v i l e g e o f th ink ing f o r 
themselves , or express ing t h e i r true b e l i e f s . I f they were i n c l i n e d toward 
the Council viewpoint they did not f e e l f r e e to j o i n i n the a c t i v i t i e s and 
some asked to have t h e i r names withdrawn from Council l i s t s because of 
personal reasons . 

The pressures aga ins t the Council were so many and so v i c i o u s t h a t 
o f t e n we wondered what the outcome would be . Today I have no more doubt. 
You have withstood the o r d e a l . 

And now I s k i p a few y e - r s . The drama of the e a r l y months began to 
l e v e l out i n t o a f a i r l y smooth organ iza t iona l opera t ion . There were 
constant problems but there were growing numbers to meet them. The Council 
was becoming an i n f l u e n c e , i n ciuiet p laces i n the American scene . And I 
must say , in some p laces tha t were not so qu ie t , Council spokesmen took 
everything t h a t h y s t e r i c a l and o f t e n staged mass antagonisms had to g ive -— 
and came back for more. I t became c l e a r we would not be b u l l i e d out o f 
e x i s t e n c e . 

A w e l l remembered inc ident was the debate Lessing had wi th Rabbi 
He l l er in Phi lade lphia . I t was a t r u l y f r i g h t e n i n g a f f a i r . Lessing, the 
amateur, attempted to argue the case i n a s imple , d i r e c t and honest manner. 
Rabbi H e l l e r , on the other hand, pu l l ed out " a l l the s tops" of h i s b r i l l i a n t 
oratory — not so much on the matter debated as i t was a denunciat ion of the 
Counci l . I t was the f i r s t time I heard the "Hatikveh" sung. Rabbi H e l l e r 
was cheered. Lessing was h idsed . This made a profound impress ion on me as 
I considered the re spec t and applause wi th which Lessing was greeted on ly a 
few short years before when he was Pres ident of the Federat ion of Jewish 
C h a r i t i e s . 

The t r a g i c problem of the human beings uprooted by war seemed no 
c l o s e r to s o l u t i o n . And as the war came t o an end, Lessing became more and 
more concerned with t h i s aspect of the problem. In 191*6, he t e s t i f i e d 
before the House Committee on Immigration and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n where he 
opposed the s o - c a l l e d Gosset t B i l l because he b e l i e v e d that the reduc t ion of 
American immigration quotas "was aga ins t the i n t e r e s t s o f the United S t a t e s " . 



E d i t h G. Rosenvrald - b 

I remember v i v i d l y when Lessing was asked by the Government i n 19117 
to go abroad wi th other businessmen, to observe condi t ions i n Europe and t o 
bring back s u g g e s t i o n s . He asked f o r the p r i v i l e g e of v i s i t i n g D. P. camps 
so that he could bring home an o b j e c t i v e r e p o r t . He did have meetings w i th 
the heads of D. P. groups in numerous c i t i e s . He v i s i t e d many D. P. camps. 
His reports are on f i l e and t h i s i s not the moment f o r me to remind you of 
t h e i r c o n t e n t s . 

I mention the episode only because i t comes back to me as another 
dramatic example of Less ing f s conv ic t i on that on ly f a c t s could h e l p to s o l v e 
the problems that were f a c i n g and are f a c i n g humanity, and h i s determinat ion 
to aid humanity i n any and every way w i t h i n h i s power. 

I t was c l e a r to Lessing that the Council, as such, could not engage 
i n any of the necessary p o l i t i c a l work that would be required i f our own 
country was t o take ary enl ightened a c t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d . And s o , f o r over 
three y e a r s , the Council program was i n a secondary p o s i t i o n as he threw hint-
s e l f into the work of the Ci t i zens Committee on Displaced Persons . Those 
e f f o r t s brought some r e s u l t s although not whol ly s a t i s f a c t o r y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
w e l l over 300,000 persons are now s e t t l e d i n America due t o t h i s e f f o r t . 
Meetings took place i n a l l parts of the country. Not a day went by wi thout 
some excitement or disappointment. The Council was one of the very f ew 
Jewish organizat ions backing t h i s program, p a r t l y because Jewish immigrants 
did not predominate i n i t s plans f o r opening our doors to a l l people who 
wished t o enter and p a r t l y because most Jewish organizat ions focused t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n on P a l e s t i n e . Once again we may be asked to he lp , not on ly f o r 
humanitarian reasons , but now because these human d i s l o c a t i o n s are breeding 
p laces f o r communist e x p l o i t a t i o n . How g r a t i f y i n g i t would be to have 
Council members ac t ing as ind iv idua l Americans, be among the a c t i v e 
p a r t i c i p a n t s in planning wise l e g i s l a t i o n to meet today ' s problem. 

And now, i n f a i r l y recent months I have watched Lessing take an 
increas ing i n t e r e s t i n the Council 's r e l i g i o u s educat ion program w h i l e 
keeping, undiminished, h i s understanding of the p o l i t i c a l and s e c u l a r prob-
lems and h i s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t the Council must take ac t ion , where neces sary , 
i n these f i e l d s . So the burdens of Council work increase w i th the Counci l ' s 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

I have not included here the long , sometimes ted ious hours , t h a t 
Lessing has spent meeting wi th and l i s t e n i n g p a t i e n t l y to r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 
other organizat ions w i t h d i f f e r e n t v i ewpo int s . But l e t me j u s t say t h a t 
there has never been a time when Less ing, sure of h i s own c o n v i c t i o n s , would 
r e f u s e to d i scuss the problem wi th which the Council has been concerned. 

This conference has been a h i g h l i g h t i n many ways — there has been 
1 glow i n your f a c e s t h a t we have found f u l l o f warmth and f r i e n d l i n e s s . How 
can I convince you that your b e l i e f in the 03unci l program i s t h e great i n -
s p i r a t i o n which keeps i t a l i v e . I t must never be thought of as s t a t i c . I t 
has g iven Less ing, I'm c e r t a i n , many s a t i s f a c t i o n s that you cannot c o n c e i v e , 
Each gathering has i t s own co lor and l i f e . Less ing comes away from t h e s e 
meetings f i l l e d w i th new i d e a l s and ideas — new f r i e n d s and a happy f e e l i n g 
of having been with o ld f r i e n d s . T/hen one b e l i e v e s as he does — when o n e ' s 
f a i t h i n a cause i s backed up by a group such as t h i s one — how could one 
consider t h i s a chore? I look to the fu ture as I am c e r t a i n Lessing does w i t h 
renewed s p i r i t and a pride i n t h i s program which cannot f a i l — i t i s a l i v e 
and v i t a l . You have watched i t grow. As the Council goes in to i t s next d e -
cade you w i l l f i n d more f o l l o w e r s to march on the road you have c l e a r e d . I t 
i s s t r a i g h t and honest and t r u e . With devot ion t o t h e s e b e l i e f Si I am ever 
thankful I have been allowed to share t h i s wonderful experience w i t h you and 
wi th Less ing. 
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At the 7th Annual Conference I assumed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s that go with 
being Chairman of the National Finance Committee, wherever I have gone f o r the 
Council during these two years — and I have probably become the most t rave led 
Finance Chairman i n our h i s tory — people u s u a l l y assumed that I was coming t o 
t a l k about money. I c a n ' t imagine why they would think t h a t . To t h e i r 
s u r p r i s e , however, they soon discovered that I devoted nyse l f almost e x c l u s i v e -
l y t o the impact of Jewish nat ional ism on the l i v e s of American Jews. 

I have operated on the theory that i f Jews know the score — i f they un-
derstand how serious the Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t danger has become, how w e l l 
f inanced i t i s and how poorly f inanced we are — they w i l l provide the i n -
creased f i n a n c i a l support which the Council so sore ly needs. 

My subject today i s e n t i t l e d "Five and Five Make Ten" because the ten 
years of the Council which we mark by t h i s Tenth Anniversary Conference, d iv ide 
themselves in to two even halves; f i v e years before the establishment of the 
State of I s r a e l , and f i v e years s ince May, 19118. 

The F i r s t F i v e — Prognosis 

The f i r s t f i v e years I c a l l the period of theory and specu la t ion . 

Although we did try t o suggest ways other than the "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t 
plan t o solve the D.P. problem, we a l s o urged a separat ion of s o - c a l l e d 
philanthropic funds from those used f o r p o l i t i c a l purposes. But f o r the most 
part we simply analyzed and predicted and speculated about what would happen 
i f the vast majority of apathet ic Jews allowed the "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s t o 
put over t h e i r plan, while "non-Zionists" continued t o say they were handling 
the s i t u a t i o n "from the i n s i d e " . There was no "Jewish State" during that 
per iod . We speculated on the probable r e s u l t s fo l lowing the creat ion of a 
s t a t e . And we speculated that the product we had t o s e l l — our ideology — 
would be in greater demand when the impact of the "Jewish State" became 
e v i d e n t . In those f i v e years you and other members of the Council r i sked only 
guarded amounts i n your f i n a n c i a l backing of our specu la t ion . This t a l k and 
t h i s Conference would not now be taking place i f those f i v e years had proved 
t o be a h i s tory of blunders, of f a u l t y pred ic t ion , of unnecessary foreboding. 

Actua l ly , not a s i n g l e organization c a l l e d the turn as we did t e n years 
ago and have continued t o do s i n c e . We saw a s e p a r a t i s t , s e l f - s e g r e g a t i n g 
"Jewish" national ism behind the movement for a ״Jewish S ta te" , and we sa id i t 
would tend t o make us a nat ional minority i n the United S t a t e s , changing our 
s ta tus from that of f r e e , ind iv idual Americans vo luntar i ly profess ing Judaism 
as a f a i t h , we dissented publ i c ly from the philosophy that we be l i eved would 
create these c o n d i t i o n s . While i t was a small but c lear voice we r a i s e d , 
r a i s e i t we did — and the records ava i lab le i n cold pr int i n thousands of 
places f o r p o s t e r i t y to s ee , prove that i t was a true one. 
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AH t h i s we d id before I s r a e l was a s t a t e . •Do you know wi th how much 
money we carr ied on tha t work f o r those f i r s t f i v e years? A t e n t h anniversary 
i s a time f o r inventory and I there fore took the trouble t o look a t the 
audited reports of the Council f o r the years of 19U3 through 19U8. The t o t a l 
f i g u r e f o r s e t t i n g up and running the organizat ion f o r those f i v e years was 
only $ 6 6 3 , 9 2 9 . 9 1 . Think of i t — i n those years the Z i o n i s t Organization of 
America had a separate organ c a l l e d "Unity for Pa le s t ine" created only t o 
oppose us and f o r one year , t h i s one Z i o n i s t f u n c t i o n was budgeted a t 
$500 ,000! p r a c t i c a l l y as much as we had t o spend f o r a l l of our work f o r 
f i v e y e a r s . 

A c t u a l l y , we operated our bus iness on a s h o e s t r i n g . Those y e a r s could 
have been c a l l e d "Operation Bootstrap*1, f o r we did the imposs ib l e . I t i s i d l e 
t o ask onese l f i f we had more money, could we have done a b e t t e r job? Could 
we have been s u c c e s s f u l where we f a i l e d ? I s e r i o u s l y doubt i f v a s t l y 
increased funds could have stopped the Z i o n i s t juggernaut. Had the Council 
been s t a r t e d 2$ years e a r l i e r , a t the time of the Balfour D e c l a r a t i o n , perhaps 
i t could have been slowed down. 

Our f i r s t f i v e y e a r s ended d u r i n g t h e y e a r of t h e c r e a t i o n of t h e S t a t e 
of I s r a e l . Many of our f o l l o w e r s never a c t u a l l y under s tood what we had t o 
s e l l , so t o them the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e S t a t e s i g n i f i e d u t t e r f a i l u r e and 
t h e end of our u s e f u l n e s s . Much of t h e second p a r t of my t a l k shou ld 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t them. 

The Second F i v e -י• D i a g n o s i s 

I s a i d t h a t our f i r s t f i v e y e a r s were a pe r iod of s p e c u l a t i o n . Now I 
submit t h a t the s p e c u l a t i v e p e r i o d ended i n 191*8 when Zionism e s t a b l i s h e d i t s 
s o - c a l l e d Jewish S t a t e . Then the a n a l y s e s of t h e Counci l were no l o n g e r 
academic, no longer t h e o r i e s or mere i d e o l o g y . The p r o g n o s i s had become t h e 
d i a g n o s i s . I t ended, you might s a y , when our market c o n d i t i o n s changed , we 
have t h e same p roduc t b u t i t has become more a c c e p t a b l e even though we a r e 
s t i l l o p e r a t i n g on a ve ry l i m i t e d a d v e r t i s i n g b u d g e t . 

Let me g i v e you a few examples of what i s meant by changed market 
c o n d i t i o n s . 

Did t h e c r e a t i o n of I s r a e l l e a v e the n a t i o n a l i t y s t a t u s of American Jews 
unchanged, a s t h e American Jewish Committee and the Z i o n i s t s s a i d i t would , or 
d i d i t somehow a l t e r t h a t s t a t u s a s we p r e d i c t e d ? 

S ince i t s i n c e p t i o n I s r a e l has t a k e n g r e a t p a i n s t o c r e a t e t h e i m p r e s s i o n 
t h a t i t r e p r e s e n t s a l l Jews n a t i o n a l l y , behind a camouflage of p o l i t i c a l 
s e p a r a t i o n . I t c l a imed t h a t a l l Jews a r e one body, connec ted w i t h t h e S t a t e 
whether t h e y l i k e i t or n o t . Jews have been g iven r i g h t s i n I s r a e l and have 
been made r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t . Th i s has been accomplished i n v a r i o u s ways. 

Has n o t I s r a e l ' s Law of Re tu rn g iven t o a l l Jews t h e r i g h t t o " r e t u r n " t o 
I s r a e l a s t h e i r b i r t h r i g h t and bestowed upon Jews a s p e c i a l s t a t u s t h a t our 
f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s of o t h e r f a i t h s do no t have? D o e s n ' t t h e N a t i o n a l i t y Act make 
a l l Jews p o t e n t i a l c i t i z e n s of t h e I s r a e l i n a t i o n whether t h e y l i v e i n t h e 
s t a t e or n o t ? 

The concept of Jews i n e x i l e has been promoted by Z i o n i s t s f o r g e n e r a t i o n s , 
b u t u n t i l t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of I s r a e l i t was an academic q u e s t i o n . Now i t has 
become a s e r i o u s problem and o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s a l s o r e c o g n i z e t h e need t o do 
something about i t . 
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Many r e l i g i o u s Jews might have opposed the " Jewish s t a t e " i d e a had t h e y 
known t h a t the r e l i g i o u s name " I s r a e l " would be adopted as the name of a 
p o l i t i c a l s t a t e . They would not ?;ant t o equa te t h e r e l i g i o n of Judaism w i t h 
t h e p o l i t i c s of I s r a e l . 

S ince 191*8 t h e r e has been a d e l i b e r a t e c o n f u s i o n between Jew and Judaism 
wi th I s r a e l and I s r a e l i s m . There fo re the American p u b l i c , n a t u r a l l y , has 
f a i l e d t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e between them. 

When, b e f o r e 191*8, t h e Z i o n i s t s a r r o g a t e d u n t o themselves t he r i g h t t o 
speak i n the name of a l l Jews, i t was annoying bu t not s e r i o u s . Today we can 
no longe r ignore the f a c t t h a t I s r a e l , a f o r e i g n n a t i o n , speaks f o r American 
Jews as though a h i e r a r c h y had been e s t a b l i s h e d . The d i p l o m a t i c r e p r e s e n t a -
t i o n s of Abba Eban, Moshe S h a r e t t or Golda Myerson a r e not l i m i t e d t o 
I s r a e l i s , a s a lmost any d a i l y p e r u s a l of h e a d l i n e s i n The Mew York Times can 
v e r i f y . They use the p l a t f o r m of the United Nat ions f o r the promotion of 
world Zionism as the l i b e r a t i o n movement of t h e Jewish p e o p l e . The p r o t e c t i v e 
a t t i t u d e over Jews o u t s i d e of I s r a e l adopted by the l e a d e r s of t h e S t a t e of 
I s r a e l f i t s i n p e r f e c t l y w i t h t h e i r d e s i r e t o champion the r i g h t s o f , and be 
t he spokesman f o r Jews throughout t he wor ld . 

I n h i s U.N. t a l k on A p r i l 16th, I s r a e l i Ambassador Abba Eban opposed 
S o v i e t a n t i - J e w i s h n e s s as i f t h a t problem was t h e p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y of t h e 
count ry he r e p r e s e n t s . He s a i d : 

"But I s r a e l w i l l speak w i th a s p e c i a l sense of i n t i m a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on 
beha l f of Jewish s e c u r i t y and honor wherever t h e y a r e t h r e a t e n e d . We•are sons 
of the Jewish peop le . . . " 

Before the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the S t a t e , a l l Z i o n i s t e f f o r t s might have 
l o g i c a l l y been r a t i o n a l i z e d as human i t a r i an , d e s p i t e Abba H i l l e l S i l v e r ' s 
s logan t h a t "Zionism i s not r e f u g e e i s m " , t h a t " t h e two-hundred-yea r -o ld 
Jewish dream was not t o r e s c u e j u s t a few hundred thousand homeless Jews," 
Z i o n i s t p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e s on our government o f f i c i a l s f o r p a r t i t i o n and 
o t h e r programs des igned t o a i d the c r e a t i o n of t h e S t a t e , could have been 
a s c r i b e d t o the needs of t h e r e f u g e e s . But today I s r a e l d i c t a t e s p o l i c y and 
p r a c t i s e i n t h e o p e r a t i o n of s o - c a l l e d American i n s t i t u t i o n s . The U . J . A . , 
Bond campaigns, Na t iona l P lanning Conference , a r e n a t i o n a l p l ann ing and 
f i n a n c i n g f o r I s r a e l . Yet Zionism i n s i s t s on ma in ta in ing i t s human i t a r i an 
camouflage , 

I t was r e c e n t l y d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e Jewish Agency p l u s t h e I s r a e l i 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y w i l l d i r e c t t he renewed p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s of t he American 
Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o f i g h t the change of Middle E a s t e r n p o l i c y by t h e 
Eisenhower a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The s i g n i f i c a n c e i s , t h a t the Jewish Agency, a 
r e g i s t e r e d f o r e i g n a g e n t , i s f i n a n c e d i n l a r g e p a r t by the U«J.A. I t i s now, 
i n t u r n , f i n a n c i n g a p o l i t i c a l campaign a g a i n s t a p o l i c y of our own 
Government. 

And whi le Ben-Gur ion ' s t h r e a t s t o grab American Jewish y o u t h w i th or 
w i thou t t h e i r p a r e n t s ' c o n s e n t , may momentari ly be s o f t - p e d a l l e d a s i n e x -
p e d i e n t , the Jewish Agency con t inues t o f i n a n c e t h e i n d o c t r i n a t i o n of our 
impress ionab le you th t o g ive up t h e i r c i t i z e n s h i p i n t he Uni ted S t a t e s and 
immigrate t o I s r a e l . The r e c e n t S t a t u s Law c l e a r l y s e t s f o r t h t he purposes 
of Zionism: "The miss ion of t h e I n g a t h e r i n g of t he E x i l e s , be ing t he c e n t r a l 
t a s k bo th of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l and t h e Z i o n i s t movement." Th is e f f o r t t o 
d e t a c h our American ycuth f rom t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h t h e 
Uni ted S t a t e s c r e a t e s p a r t i c u l a r problems f o r them, and r e s u l t s i n p u b l i c 
c o n f u s i o n as t o t he n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s of American Jews. 
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Has t h e r i s e of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l c o r r u p t e d our Judaism? Or should I 
no t c a r r y t h e s e examples t o a p o i n t of such obviousness t h a t i t i n s u l t s your 
i n t e l l i g e n c e ? f&ve p u l p i t s been used t o s e l l I s r a e l i Bonds? Are I s r a e l i 
h o l i d a y s observed i n synagogues? Has a r a s h suddenly broken out i n our r a b -
b i n i c a l s e m i n a r i e s ־— Reform, C o n s e r v a t i v e and Orthodox —r which p u t s a h igh 
impor tance on American r a b b i n i c a l s t u d e n t s spending a c e r t a i n amount of t ime 
i n I s r a e l ? These a r e j u s t a few of t h e a l t e r e d c o n d i t i o n s s i n c e t h e c r e a t i o n 
of t h e S t a t e of I s r a e l which p l o t t h e change i n t h e market i n which our i d e a s 
must be promoted. These changed c o n d i t i o n s s p e l l a g r e a t e r need f o r our 
p r o d u c t . 

The Next Ten — Trea tment and Cure 

Yes I S p e c u l a t i o n i s o v e r . The b u s i n e s s t h a t began on a s h o e s t r i n g t u r n s 
out t o be a going cone rn . Our p r o d u c t i s good, and w i t h the change i n market 
c o n d i t i o n s we should t a k e advantage of t h e new demand and i n c r e a s e our a d v e r -
t i s i n g a l l o w a n c e . We should push our a d v a n t a g e s . Th is i s t h e p e r i o d f o r sound 
i n v e s t m e n t , so t h a t we can p r o p e r l y market our improved p roduc t t h r o u g h an 
a g g r e s s i v e s e l l i n g campaign. And i n r e s p e c t t o t h e p r o d u c t , l e t ' s l o o k a t 
some of t h e improvements which should h e l p u s i n our m a r k e t i n g . 

F i r s t , you have heard enough about our r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n program f rom 
Bernard Gradwohl and o t h e r s t o o b j e c t i v e l y e v a l u a t e i t . I need add n o t h i n g . 
Look a t t h e s choo l s we a r e r u n n i n g . Talk t o Buddie Coleman and see i f we have 
no t produced a p roduc t of r e a l l y s u p e r i o r q u a l i t y . And w i t h what? How much 
money — c a p i t a l — d i d we have l a s t yea r t o i n v e s t i n t h i s program? Would 
you b e l i e v e i t —̂  $10,£5>5«°5 was t h e m u n i f i c e n t sum we could a f f o r d . And i t 
must be s a i d t h a t a s u b s t a n t i a l p a r t — h a l f of i t — came f rom two c i t i z e n s 
of San F r a n c i s c o who had the v i s i o n t o see t h a t we had something t o s e l l . 

Did t h e r e s t of you back your s p e c u l a t i o n of a few y e a r s ago w i th an 
i n c r e a s e d inves tmen t? 

Was i t worth any th ing t o you as a member of t h e Counc i l and a s a Jew, t o 
have TIME Magazine cons ide r t h e C o u n c i l ' s s t o r y worthy of a major r e p o r t ? As 
American p o l i c y s h i f t s i n t h e Middle E a s t , i s our p roduc t becoming b e t t e r 
known i n knowledgeable c i r c l e s ? And h a v e n ' t some of our p r o d u c t s been bought 
on t h e "Q-T״ by c e r t a i n Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t have p r e v i o u s l y l a b e l l e d 
them a x i o m a t i c and u n f i t f o r t h e i r consumption? 

Yes , we have improved our p r o d u c t , t o o . And so on our Tenth A n n i v e r s a r y 
we s t and i n a p o s i t i o n which any b u s i n e s s man would envy. We have a monopoly, 
an e x c l u s i v e , on a s u p e r i o r , a un ique p roduc t p e c u l i a r l y needed and s u i t e d t o 
a new m a r k e t . But f i n a n c i a l l y we a r e a c t i n g no t l i k e b u s i n e s s men, b u t l i k e 
p u s h c a r t p e d d l e r s . Mary a re s t i l l s u p p o r t i n g t h i s work i n t h e same guarded 
p r o p o r t i o n t h e y did t e n y e a r s a g o . Some have even reduced t h e i r s u p p o r t . 
Some l e t two or t h r e e y e a r s go by between c o n t r i b u t i o n s . Some —׳ a l l t o o few 
— have backed t h e i r own e a r l y judgment by i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r s u p p o r t , w i t h o u t 
them, t h i s e f f o r t would have c o l l a p s e d . 

I have f i g u r e s t o prove t h a t we have n o t a d e q u a t e l y backed e i t h e r t h e 
improved p r o d u c t or t h e g r e a t e r need f o r i t t h a t was c r e a t e d by a changed 
m a r k e t . 

In the years 19h9, ' 5 0 , ' 5 ! a n d '£2 , we spent a t o t a l of $853,339.33׳ 
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In t h i s period •we have added four r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s and a R e l i g i o u s 
D i r e c t o r . You know how that increased our overhead. I remind you that w i t h -
out these new p r o j e c t s the simple cos t of doing only the same th ings we d id 
before 191*8 has increased enormously. Our 19k9~T55? d o l l a r , l i k e yours , w i l l 
buy l e s s than 75% of the 191*3-191*8 d o l l a r . Add these two f a c t o r s together and 
you w i l l understand the f i n a n c i a l contor t ions through which we went,. At the 
same time the m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s which Z i o n i s t s have spent in that period 
g i v e s them a r e s i d u a l backlog of e f f e c t i v e support and publ ic a t t e n t i o n . 

We are not carrying our burden. We are the rather sorry s p e c t a c l e of a 
group that guessed r i g h t and appears e i t h e r not t o have enough sense t o know 
we were r i g h t or, i f we do know we were r i g h t , not enough guts t o back up 
our b e l i e f s . 

Since my re t i rement , I have been spending two or three days a week i n the 
National O f f i c e . I can g ive you some f i r s t - h a n d informat ion. 

Do you know t h a t we are not paying even the s a l a r i e s a l lowable to some of 
our execut ive s under the modest s c a l e s e s t a b l i s h e d by our Personnel Committee? 
Once a man goes t o work for the Council he probably cannot ever work f o r 
another Jewish organizat ion . Yet , not a s i n g l e employee has a contrac t . This 
past year we had almost a complete turn-over of our stenographic s t a f f i n the 
National O f f i c e because we feared c e r t a i n minor i n c r e a s e s would make other 
upward adjustments necessary that would c o s t us a couple of thousand d o l l a r s 
a year? 

Do you know we have four books ready t o be published? A l l we need i s 
money. Do you r e a l i z e no member of the s t a f f and no vo lunteer has ever gone, 
a t Council expense, t o any place abroad t o i n v e s t i g a t e f i r s t - h a n d c o n d i t i o n s 
we t a l k and w r i t e about? Do you know we have youth groups growing l i k e Topsy 
— out of sheer agreement wi th the Council — and cannot a f f o r d t o employ a 
s k i l l e d d i r e c t o r ? Do you know the Nat ional O f f i c e has the most bea t -up , 
patched toge ther f u r n i s h i n g s you have ever seen? 1 have seen these th ings — 
at f i r s t hand. 

We simply must f a c e f a c t s . F i r s t , there i s no one person whose s i n g l e 
contr ibut ion i s the prime source of support f o r the Counci l . However, i t i s 
a f a c t tha t one percent of our members provides as much as k$% of our income. 
Or, t o put i t another way, a b loc of of our members contr ibutes only 1$% 
of our d o l l a r s . This i s a common s i t u a t i o n among membership o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
Yet i t poses a s p e c i a l problem for u s . We want, need and apprec ia te the 
devoted support of our smal l contr ibutors . But t o the 1% of our members who 
provide almost one-half of our income, we must d i r e c t t h i s f rank appeal and 
ask them to f a c e the f a c t s . 

I f the Council i s t o pay i t s way — i f we are t o meet the increased 
demand f o r our improved product — that 1% of our membership must take t h e s e 
words to hear t , we have asked f o r a 10% i ncrease i n contr ibut ions t h i s y e a r . 
A large number of our small contr ibutors have responded. I t would do your 
hearts good t o see the checks come i n f o r $6 i n s t e a d of $ 5 , f o r $12 i n s t e a d 
of $10, f o r $30 in s t ead of $2£ . This same devot ion ought t o be d i sp layed by 
our l arger contr ibutors who imst i n c r e a s e t h e i r g i f t s i n proport ion . In no 
other way can the Council meet the present demand. In a word: the f u t u r e of 
the Counc i l ' s expanded program r e s t s l a r g e l y on the shoulders of 1% of our 
members. I f t h i s Council s e t t l e s back t o d e l i v e r only $2£0,000 a y e a r , you 
w i l l have betrayed yourse lves — y o u r s e l v e s , I say י— as few reasonable 
people have ever betrayed themselves b e f o r e . 
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Are you s t i l l g e t t i n g your money's worth? I say y e s , p l u s a s u b s t a n t i a l 
bonus . 

Now, t h i s has been s t r o n g t a l k . I t h i n k t h e f a c t s of t h e s i t u a t i o n 
w a r r a n t i t . But i t w i l l be i n va in — and make only f o r an o f f e n s i v e n e s s 
which i s no t in t ended — i f i t remains merely t a l k . 

I have hoped t o provoke d i s c u s s i o n here of how you can h e l p — e i t h e r by 
i n c r e a s i n g your own c o n t r i b u t i o n or s e l l i n g t h e i d e a of l a r g e r c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
t o o t h e r s . 

I n t h a t l a t t e r c o n n e c t i o n l e t me b r i e f l y r e f e r t o a member who c o n t r i b u t e d 
$2 r e g u l a r l y f o r s i x s t r a i g h t y e a r s . When he was made aware of the t r u e 
f i n a n c i a l p i c t u r e , hp c o n t r i b u t e d $ 2 ^ 0 . He d i d no t know t h a t we needed money. 
How many members lij!;e t h i s do we have? How many do you know p e r s o n a l l y ? what 
can you do about i t ? I hope you a r e a sk ing y o u r s e l v e s t h e s e q u e s t i o n s . 

We have t i t h i s a f t e r n o o n , t o d i s c u s s ways and means. I f I cannot 
answer your q u e s t i o n s t h e r e a r e o t h e r s he re who c a n . But b e f o r e any such h e l p 
w i l l be b e n e f i c i a l , t h e r e must be a r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t we cannot c o n t i n u e t o 
s p i n m i r a c l e s out of n o t h i n g ; t h a t we need money — r e a l money; t h a t we d e s e r v e 
such money. I f we l o o k f o r i t w i t h t h a t f rame of mind, we w i l l f i n d i t . 

While *F ive and F i v e Make Ten" , l e t me s a y t o you t h a t t h e f i v e y e a r s of 
t h i s Counci l b e f o r e , and f i v e a f t e r , t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of I s r a e l has 
added ס.? t o much more than t e n , i n terms of r e s u l t s and work p roduced . But you 
c a n n o t , f o r e v e r , g e t more t h a n you pay f o r . we e n t e r now a new d e c a d e , we 
e n t e r i t w i t h expe r i ence and momentum which we d i d no t have i n 19143 • Can we 
n o t , i n a kind of r e s o l u t i o n of h e a r t , d e c l a r e t o o u r s e l v e s t h a t f o r t h e 
f u t u r e — s t a r t i n g r i g h t now — we s h a l l do a l l i n our power t o see t h a t t e n 
y e a r s f rom now we can s a y we had b o t h the v i s i o n , and t h e d o w n - t o - e a r t h g r i t 
and gu t s and common s e n s e , t o back up t h a t v i s i o n ? 

׳ I t has become c l e a r t h a t we have grown beyond t h e s t a g e of s p e c u l a t i o n . 
You must h e l p us become a r e a l , going c o n c e r n . 

 ׳8•



A Decade I s Only Time 

by 
Elmer Berger 

American Counci l f o r Judaism 
Tenth Anniversary Conference 
San F r a n c i s c o , May 10, 1953 

Ear ly i n January the competent and stem-winding chairman of t h e 
Conference Program Committee, jane Blum, asked me i f I would c o n s i d e r t h e 
i n v i t a t i o n t o speak t o n i g h t an honor f o r iry t e n y e a r s of s e r v i c e t o t h e 
C o u n c i l . Although t h e honor i s unneces sa ry , i t i s much a p p r e c i a t e d . 

These have been t e n good y e a r s . They have been f i l l e d w i t h the 
kind of h a r d , l e an adventure t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h e s man's ques t f o r f reedom 
and h i s e x p l o r a t i o n of new f r o n t i e r s . They have been y e a r s of t h e 
b i t t e r e s t d i s appo in tmen t s . But t hey have been y e a r s too i n which, 
d e s p i t e the d i sappo in tmen t s , I che r i sh t h e work of our hands and the 
med i t a t i ons of our h e a r t s among the r i c h e s t and most honorable a c t i v i t i e s 
of iry l i f e . 

This decade has been —• f o r me — a p a r t n e r s h i p and a comradeship 
welded of p r i n c i p l e s and c o n v i c t i o n . I t now has the l eng th of t e n y e a r s , 
a b r ead th of Council i n f l u e n c e t h a t has reached even t o f a r - o f f l ands and 
a d e p t h , I hope, measured i n the r e c e s s e s of human s p i r i t s and the t r i e d 
and t e s t e d c o n v i c t i o n s of human minds and s o u l s . 

I count i t a p r i v i l e g e t o speak t o t h i s Tenth Anniversary banque t . 
I am g r a t i f i e d to be on the p l a t f o r m f o r the modest bu t unsu rpassed ly 
deserved t r i b u t e t o Less ing Rosenwald. I am glad t o be an o f f i c i a l p a r t 
of the warm f e l l o w s h i p of t h i s evening — now t h a t t h e burdens of the 
Conference have been put a s i d e . And I am somewhat s e n t i m e n t a l a t t h i s 
moment which i s both the end of a decade and the beginning of a new e r a , 
i nde t e rmina t e i n l e n g t h and not comple te ly char ted f o r c o u r s e . 

These a re the i n t a n g i b l e increments which have l ed me t o c o n s i d e r 
ny work 11as a p r i v i l e g e , no t a r i g h t " t o use the words wi th which 
P re s iden t Eisenhower d e s c r i b e d pub l i c o f f i c e i n h i s S t a t e of the Nat ion 
a d d r e s s . Above a l l o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , i t would be ny most f e r v e n t 
p rayer t o n i g h t t h a t t he u l t i m a t e summation of t h i s decade of Counci l work 
would be the same f o r each of you . 

I am t h e r e f o r e honored t o speak h e r e t o n i g h t and humbled by t h e 
hope t h a t I may honor t h e honor . 

I t would be p l e a s a n t t o indulge longer i n such s u b j e c t i v e e v a l u -
a t i o n s and s e n t i m e n t a l r e m i n i s c i n g . 

But t h e r e i s s t i l l t o o much t o be done and t o o many q u e s t i o n s 
remain unanswered. To s i t back , wi th one ' s f e e t on a desk , r e m i n i s c i n g 
only about the p a s t i s f o r the old and i v e l l - l i v e d . I t would be u n b e -
coming a t t he age of t e n . I t would bespeak a conf idence and a s a t i s f a c -
t i o n which the world about us would deny . 
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An Open S o c i e t y 

I have long rega rded our work as a capsu le v e r s i o n of t h e l a r g e r 
s t r u g g l e engaging t h e a t t e n t i o n and e n e r g i e s of f r e e men — and d i r e c t l y 
r e l a t e d t o t h a t s t r u g g l e . I do not know what we have been about i f t h i s 
has not been a s t r u g g l e of i n d i v i d u a l s a g a i n s t c o l l e c t i v i s m ; of p r e c i s e 
and hones t l anguage a g a i n s t propaganda; of c l e a r t a l k i n g and c l e a r t h i n k -
i n g peop le a g a i n s t t he f e l l o w - t r a v e l e r s ; of men b e l i e v i n g i n an open 
s o c i e t y a g a i n s t men who b e l i e v e or a c q u i e s c e i n a c l o s e d s o c i e t y . 

We have v i g o r o u s l y r e j e c t e d t h e f a n t a s t i c n o t i o n t h a t we must 
ab ide by t h e f a b r i c a t e d opin ions of an i n d e t e r m i n a b l e m a j o r i t y of a 
" Jewish p e o p l e " . We have r e j e c t e d no t only t h e t heo ry b u t t h e p r a c t i c e 
of medieval ism which r e g a r d s Jews as some kind of an e x c l u s i v e f r a t e r n i t y , 
w i t h f a m i l y l i n e n on p u b l i c i s s u e s which should no t be washed i n p u b l i c . 
This kind of f a n t a s t i c , medieva l l o g i c can s e r v e only — as i t has — t o 
suppor t t h e medieval s u s p i c i o n t h a t Jews a r e p r e c i s e l y such a f r a t e r n i t y . 

We have done men the d i g n i t y of t r e a t i n g them as a d u l t s . We have 
t o l d a d u l t s the f a c t s and asked i n r e t u r n only t h e a d u l t a c t i v i t y of 
e x e r c i s i n g f reedom f o r an a d u l t c h o i c e . We have urged an open s o c i e t y 
w i t h a Judaism welded t o the hope and promise of American l i f e . We have 
had t h e f a i t h t h a t , o f f e r e d such a J u d a i s m , Jews w i l l not 
f l e e t h e i r h e r i t a g e . We have expres sed t h a t f a i t h i n our countrymen of 
o t h e r f a i t h s which we ask f rom them. We have ac t ed and spoken as i f we 
were a p a r t of t h e t o t a l i t y of t h e American p e o p l e , b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e y 
were e n t i t l e d t o know, i n the open covenan t s of democra t i c l i f e , our 
op in ions on problems which t h e American system, has t r a d i t i o n a l l y h e l d 
were t h e concern of a l l t he p e o p l e , r e g a r d l e s s of r a c e or f a i t h . 

These a r e t h e marks of a l i b e r a l s o c i e t y , composed of f r e e 
i n d i v i d u a l s , p repared t o t a k e t h e i r r i g h t s i n , and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s t o , 
t h a t s o c i e t y a s f u l l members w i t h o u t improper r e s e r v a t i o n s i n f a v o r of 
a f r agment of t h a t s o c i e t y s p l i n t e r e d o f f on t h e b a s i s of f a i t h or r a c e 
by e i t h e r s e g r e g a t i o n a l i s t Jews or o t h e r s . 

I t r u s t ny f e l l o w Americans and , a s a Jew, I w i l l t r y t o s e a r out 
of s o - c a l l e d Jewish l i f e any th ing which I canno t t r u s t them t o know so 
t h a t t h e y may t r a s t me. 

By t h e s e s t a n d a r d s of mutual t r u s t i n t h e f r a t e r n i t y of American 
l i f e and i n the covenants of an open s o c i e t y , we may c a l l t h i s decade a 
s u c c e s s . What we have wanted t o do — we have done . We wanted only " t h e 
l i b e r t y t o know, t o u t t e r and t o a rgue f r e e l y a c c o r d i n g t o c o n s c i e n c e " 
which M i l t o n , i n h i s A r s o p a g i t i c a , p l a c e d above a l l o t h e r l i b e r t i e s . I n 
a "decen t r e s p e c t t o ¥H5~~opinions of mankind" we have d e c l a r e d p u b l i c l y 
" t h e causes which impel us t o s e p a r a t i o n " f rom a s e c u l a r i z e d , p o l i t i c a l -
i zed c o u n t e r f e i t of Judaism, t o u s e t h e language of t h e D e c l a r a t i o n of 
Independence . 

I f t h e s e a c t i o n s be n e g a t i v e , l e t t h e a c c u s e r s d e m o n s t r a t e how, by 
t h e t r a d i t i o n s of our whole American way of l i f e . Let them c i t e t o me 
no t Herz l or Ben-Gurion or even Abba EL l i e 1 S i l v e r , bu t t h e t i t a n s who 
b u i l t , w i t h i d e a upon i d e a , t h i s America — t h e g r e a t e s t of a l l exper iments 
i n human f r eedom. 
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And y e t , d e s p i t e t he se s u c c e s s e s and t h e i n t e g r i t y of our p o s i t i o n , 
t h e r e i s i n many minds here t o n i g h t t h e h a u n t i n g , t r o u b l i n g q u e s t i o n , "Why* 
i f we have been so r i g h t , i f our a n a l y s e s have been so c o r r e c t , have we 
f a i l e d t o a t t r a c t a l a r g e r membership?" 

More Problems 

From I r a q t o t h e United S t a t e s , the a c t i v e suppor t or p a s s i v e con-
s e n t g i v e n t o t h e Z i o n i s t program, I n c l u d i n g many a c t i v i t i e s of t h e 
I s r a e l i s t a t e , have c r e a t e d more problems t h a n have been s o l v e d . I n c a r e -
f u l l y r ea soned c o n c l u s i o n s we p r e d i c t e d t h i s . And y e t , i n terms of 
numbers, i t would seem t h a t t h e Zionis ts .and appease r s were r i g h t and we 
were wrong. 

I am p repa red f o r The N a t i o n a l Jewish Pos t and the r e s t of t h e 
Z i o n i s t - c o n t r o l l e d and dominated s o - c a l l e d " Jewish" newspapers t o say t h a t 
t h e Execu t ive D i r e c t o r of t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n has made a p u b l i c c o n f e s s i o n 
of f a i l u r e . This i s n o t s o . Nor do I ca re what t hey s a y . I r e p e a t ny 
s t r o n g and c o n f i d e n t c l a i m t h a t i n t h e h e a r t s and consc i ences of t h e mem-
b e r s h i p of t h i s Counc i l , our work has been a succes s and t h e r e a r e many 
encourag ing i n d i c a t i o n s of i n c r e a s i n g s u c c e s s . 

Whenever I t r y t o e v a l u a t e the Counc i l on t h i s l e v e l of n u m e r i c a l 
growth, I t h i n k back a c r o s s t h e s e t e n y e a r s t o one of t h e e a r l y , f o r m a t i v e 
meet ings i n a room i n t h e Warwick Ho te l i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . The b r i l l i a n t , 
ab l e chai rman of t h i s d inne r meet ing t o n i g h t , Morr is Wolf , was an 
i n v a l u a b l e c o u n s e l l o r . Somewhere a long toward the middle of a ho t p h i l a -
d e l p h i a summer, we completed the d r a f t of our f i r s t p u b l i c s t a t e m e n t , we 
gave i t a l a s t , l o v i n g pa t or two and t h e f i f t e e n or twenty men and women 
i n t h a t room leaned back f o r a moment t o draw a r e l a x e d b r e a t h b e f o r e we 
moved on t o t h e nex t problem of p u b l i c i z i n g the r e s u l t . And I have never 
f o r g o t t e n t h e calm, q u i e t s t r e n g t h of Morr i s W o l f ' s d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t , 
'Whether or no t anyone e l s e eve r j o i n e d the s t i l l u n p u b l i c i z e d o r g a n i z a -
t i o n , he was s a t i s f i e d s imply t o have t h e group t h a t would say p u b l i c l y 
t h e t h i n g s which he — and t h e y — b e l i e v e d . 

Th i s s p i r i t i s t h e essence of an American f reedom which t r u s t s men 
t o know, t h e n t o choose , t h e n t o t a k e t h e consequences of t h e i r c h o i c e . 
"Nothing i s a t l a s t s a c r e d bu t t h e i n t e g r i t y of your own mind," s a i d 
Ralph waldo Emerson. This s p i r i t i s of t h e e s sence a l s o of a Juda ism 
e l o q u e n t l y phrased by Je remiah . Dr iven by an inner compuls ion t o t e l l 
h i s c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s t h e f a c t s of l i f e a t an e a r l i e r t ime i n h i s t o r y , t h e 
g r e a t Prophe t bared t h e anguish of h i s s o u l and s a i d : 

F o r as o f t e n as I speak , I c ry o u t , 
I c r y : ' V i o l e n c e and s p o i l ' j 
Because t h e word of t h e l o r d i s made 
A r e p r o a c h u n t o me, and a d e r i s i o n , a l l t h e d a y . 

And i f I s a y י : I w i l l no t make ment ion of Him, 
Nor speak any more i n His name ' , 
Then t h e r e i s i n try h e a r t as i t were 

a b u r n i n g f i r e 
Shut up i n ny bones , 
And I weary n y s e l f t o ho ld i t i n , 
But I c a n n o t . 
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Under no circumstances would we t r a d e such i n t e g r i t y f o r members. 
Moreover, we be l i eve t ha t i t should not be necessary to make any such 
t r ade f o r we a r e , I t h i n k , convinced t h a t the v a s t m a j o r i t y of American 
Jews accept our p r i n c i p l e s . 

C e r t a i n l y , t h e r e i s no conclus ive evidence t h a t they oppose them. 
In more than f i f t y years organized Zionism has been unable t o claim more 
than t e n pe rcen t of American Jews, Nor does the numerical s t r e n g t h of 
the s o - c a l l e d non-Zionis t o rgan iza t ions i n d i c a t e t h a t the appeasement 
they c a l l a more "moderate pos i t i on" has appealed to any l a r g e number of 
American Jews. Roughly, the membership of t he l ead ing , s e l f - s t y l e d "non-
Z i o n i s t " American Jewish Committee, i s about the same as ours . Th i s , 
d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t t h e i r s i s a membership put toge the r of Z i o n i s t s , 
"non-Zion i s t s " and a n t i - Z i o n i s t s . 

We ought t h e r e f o r e t o r e a l i z e t h e r e a r e no o b j e c t i v e reasons t o be 
apo loge t i c f o r our numerical suppor t . 

Nor I s the g r e a t e r f i n a n c i a l success of o ther o rgan iza t ions any 
proof of g r e a t e r p o p u l a r i t y . For most of them obta in t h e i r funds from 
the l o g - r o l l i n g , p o r k - b a r r e l n e g o t i a t i o n s of un i t ed f u n d - r a i s i n g 
campaigns. I n t h a t framework accounts r e c e i v a b l e do not r e f l e c t convic-
t i o n or p r i n c i p l e but merely the a b i l i t y to y i e l d on both counts i n the 
i n t e r e s t of compromises and n e g o t i a t i o n s . 

B e t t e r lyords 

And, I must a l s o pay defe rence to a f e e l i n g , shared by some of our 
own members, t h a t i f only we were to say th ings somehow d i f f e r e n t l y we 
could accomplish the same ends and win g r e a t e r suppor t . There i s not an 
i o t a of suppor t ing evidence . The American Jewish Committee i s a f r e q u e n t 
c r i t i c of how we do t h i n g s , while o f t e n p r o f e s s i n g bas ic i d e o l o g i c a l 
agreement. Meeting i n Chicago i n October of 195>1> the American Jewish 
Committee adopted a r e s o l u t i o n condemning I s r a e l i - Z i o n i s t i n d o c t r i n a t i o n 
of American youth and the commingling of ph i l an th rop i c funds with t hose 
,ased f o r t h e p o l i t i c a l purposes of a f o r e i g n s t a t e . The language of the 
r e s o l u t i o n was the work of men who have sa id c o n s i s t e n t l y t o u s , "We 
be l i eve in ־what you a r e doing but we th ink you a re doing i t wrong and 
anyway, we are doing the same th ing and doing i t d i f f e r e n t l y . " 

Did t h e i r r e s o l u t i o n obvia te the a t t a c k s and d i s t o r t i o n s and b i t -
t e r n e s s which so f r e q u e n t l y a re the answers to Council s ta tements? I t 
d id n o t . Mr. B laus t e in and the Committee were smeared from Tel Aviv t o 
San F ranc i sco , with d e f l a t i o n i s t s few and f a r between a t i n t e rmed ia t e 
p o i n t s . Have subsequent a c t i v i t i e s of the Z i o n i s t movement and the 
S t a t e of I s r a e l warranted a c t i o n by the Committee t o implement t h a t 
r e s o l u t i o n ? They have . Contrary t o the r e s o l u t i o n and by v i r t u e of 
I s r a e l i l e g i s l a t i o n , the Z i o n i s t Organizat ion i s now an agent of the 
I s r a e l i government. At i t s l a t e s t meeting the Jewish Agency determined 
t o f i nance a new Z i o n i s t p o l i t i c a l o f f e n s i v e a g a i n s t the r epor t ed change 
i n American Middle Eas te rn p o l i c i e s by the Eisenhower a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
And the Jewish Agency i s the l a r g e s t , u l t i m a t e , b e n e f i c i a r y of t he 
United Jewish Appeal . Has the American Jewish Committee done a s i n g l e 
t h i n g , i n a yea r and a h a l f , t o implement i t s solemnly announced p o l i c y 
of oppos i t ion t o t he se things? I f i t h a s , i t i s a l l a deep, dark s e c r e t . 
The s e c r e t may be pe rmissab le . But i t i s a s e c r e t t h a t has not worked, 
which i s ground f o r a d i f f e r e n t e v a l u a t i o n . 
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Or, do our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s of o t h e r f a i t h s know t h a t t h e American 
Jewish Committee i s opposed t o "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m ? The c o n t r a r y i s 
t r u e i f iry f a i r l y e x t e n s i v e c o n v e r s a t i o n s f rom Washington o f f i c i a l s t o 
an o c c a s i o n a l t a l k t o a s m a l l town Ro ta ry Club a r e any r e l i a b l e 
i n d i c a t i o n . 

H- t h e b a s i s of expe r i ence f o r t h e s e t e n y e a r s , l e t u s d i s a b u s e 
o u r s e l v e s of the n o t i o n t h a t we c rea te u n n e c e s s a r y c o n t r o v e r s y i n doing a 
n e c e s s a r y j o b . Z i o n i s t s do no t o b j e c t t o our l a n g u a g e . This i s no 
problem i n mere s e m a n t i c s . They o b j e c t t o our i d e a s . And do n o t mi s t ake 
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e Z i o n i s t s w i th t h e i r v a s t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ne twork and 
i n f i l t r a t i o n and the f e l l o w t r a v e l e r s , who f o l l o w a , '1hush-hush" p o l i c y , 
c o n t r o l t h e c l i m a t e of op in ion of American J ews . 

These a re no t p a r t i c u l a r l y happy c o n c l u s i o n s . I ment ion them 
t o n i g h t because b e f o r e we can be more e f f e c t i v e i n t h e f u t u r e , we must 
p o s s e s s g r e a t e r c o n f i d e n c e In t h e method we have employed i n t h e p a s t and 
avoid was t ing our t ime and energy chas ing w i l l - o - t h e - w i s p a n t i - b i o t i c s . 

®tving c l e a r e d away some of t h e more p r e v a l e n t i l l u s i o n s , l e t me 
now t u r n t o some r easons f o r t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s of our work which have 
occur red t o me i n t he se t e n y e a r s . 

Apathy 

The f i r s t i s a p a t h y . Many of you have observed i t . But t o n i g h t I 
am not s a t i s f i e d t o name the d i s e a s e and move on . For i n t h e f i r s t 
p l a c e , t h e apa thy i s no t so a p a t h e t i c and , i n t h e second p l a c e what t h e r e 
i s of i t i s born of f u n d a m e n t a l i g n o r a n c e . 

Many of t hose a p a t h e t i c t o our v iewpoin t a r e no t o the rwi se 
a p a t h e t i c p e o p l e . T h e y ' s u p p o r t t h e U.J.A- They a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n wor ld 
e v e n t s and f a i l t o see the r e l a t i o n s h i p of our problem t o t h o s e e v e n t s . 
They s u p p o r t a l l k inds of e r s a t z "Jewish" c u l t u r e and become p a s s i o n a t e 
d e f e n d e r s of t h e i r s u p p o r t I f we i n d i c a t e i t i s , somehow, mi sgu ided . 

Now I contend such apa thy d e r i v e s f rom a fundamen ta l i gno rance 
of t h e problem. They do n o t know Zion ism. T h e r e f o r e , t h e y do not know 
what Zionism has done and i s s t i l l do ing t o them. And t h e r e f o r e they 
canno t see t h e mer i t of t h e C o u n c i l . 

They do no t know, f o r example, t h a t Z i o n i s t a g e n t s t e r r o r i z e d 
jews i n D .P . camps a t t h e end of t h e war ho ld ing t h e s e human b e i n g s a s 
p o l i t i c a l hos t ages wh i l e a d e a l was made f o r r e c o g n i t i o n of Z i o n i s t , 
n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s i n P a l e s t i n e . I f t h e y knew t h i s , t h e y would n o t 
s t i l l a sk how we would nave met t h e D .P , p rob lem. They do n o t know t h a t 
" Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s sank t h e r e f u g e e s h i p " P a t r i a " a s a p o l i t i c a l 
campaign s t u n t . They do no t know t h e f a n t a s t i c s t o r y of t h e "Exodus ;" 
a n o t h e r r e f u g e e s h i p t h a t was b e s i e g e d by t h e Jewish Agency, l e s t some 
of i t s v i c t i m s — not of Nazism b u t of f a n a t i c a l " Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m «— 
f i n d r e f u g e o u t s i d e t h e P r o c r u s t e a n bed of a Z ion ized P a l e s t i n e . They 
do n o t know t h e s t o r y of Dei r Y e s i n and the massacre of Arabs . They do 
not know t h a t the American Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s a c t a s t h e a g e n t s of a 
f o r e i g n a g e n t . They do no t even guess a t t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e s e c r e c y 
which makes u n o b t a i n a b l e an u n d e r s t a n d a b l e a c c o u n t i n g of t h e f i n a l d i s -
p o s i t i o n of U.J .A, f u n d s . They do no t know t h a t newspaper e d i t o r s , 
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across the nat ion , are barraged wi th an end les s stream of Z i o n i s t back-
ground mater ia l which, l i k e an i ceberg , shows about only one percent above 
the w a t e r - l i n e . 

They do no t know t h a t r e l i g i o u s s c h o o l t e x t s a r e s a t u r a t e d w i t h 
g h e t t o i s m , g l o r i f i e d as max imal i s t Juda ism, by people who say t h e only 
p l a c e t o l i v e a f u l l Jewish l i f e i s i n I s r a e l . They do no t know t h e 
peop le who say t h a t a r e r i g h t , i f l i v i n g a f u l l Jewish l i f e means what 
t h e s e books t e l l t h e i r c h i l d r e n . They do no t know t h a t t h e I s r a e l i "Law 
of R e t u r n " , w i thou t so much as a b y - y o u r - l e a v e , has g iven them, because 
t h e y a r e Jews, a n a t i o n a l r i g h t i n I s r a e l ; and t h a t t h e I s r a e l i 
" N a t i o n a l i t y Law" compels them, under c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s , t o renounce 
t h a t second n a t i o n a l i t y b e f o r e t h e y s e t f o o t on I s r a e l i s o i l , or e l s e 
become I s r a e l i c i t i z e n s . 

Most American Jews do not r e a l i z e t h a t , advised by the I s r a e l i 
Fore ign Minis try , American Z i o n i s t s are f o l l o w i n g a p o l i c y which Zionism 
pursued in England from 1 $  .׳3 9-191* 8

The l o g i c of t h e Z i o n i s t - I s r a e l i c o n t e n t i o n t h a t t h e n a t i o n a l 
i n t e r e s t s of Zionism and I s r a e l , on t h e one hand , and of t h e United S t a t e s , 
on t h e o t h e r hand , a r e i n s e p a r a b l e and t h e same, i s wea r ing t h i n . I n -
c r e a s i n g numbers of Americans wonder about the o t h e r 1*0,000,000 people i n 
t h e a r e a . 

Faced w i t h a p o s s i b l e s h i f t i n American p o l i c y , based on t h i s dawn-
ing r e a l i z a t i o n , t h e Z i o n i s t - I s r a e l a x i s i s a t t e m p t i n g t o i s o l a t e t h e 
Department of S t a t e f rom t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t h e American people a s t h e 
Z i o n i s t campaign i n England , f o r a decade , a t t empted t o i s o l a t e t h e 
B r i t i s h F o r e i g n O f f i c e . 

American f o r e i g n s e r v i c e o f f i c e r s and o t h e r Americans who know 
t h e r e a r e more s t a t e s i n t h e Middle E a s t than I s r a e l , a r e branded a s 
a n t i - S e m i t e s . Most American Jews a r e no t aware of t h i s p r o c e s s of 
t e r r o r and i n t i m i d a t i o n , a l t h o u g h most of t h e same American Jews a r e 
e l o q u e n t enough i n t h e i r condemnation of t a c t i c s n o t v a s t l y d i f f e r e n t , 
employed by one Joe McCarthy. 

Most Dangerous Game 

This c o n t r i v a n c e of e q u a t i n g o b j e c t i v i t y about t h e Middle E a s t w i t h 
a n t i - S e m i t i s m , i n ny most sober o p i n i o n , i s t h e most dangerous game 
Zionism has p layed i n American l i f e i n t h e f i f t y y e a r s of i t s o p e r a t i o n . 

For t h e Middle E a s t ? ; i l l emerge i n t o i n c r e a s i n g prominence i n 
world a f f a i r s , w i t h or w i t h o u t a cold or ho t war . More and more peop le 
w i l l become aware of the 1*0,000,000 of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s who do no t l i v e i n 
I s r a e l . These people w i l l no t be s u b j e c t t o t h e " b i a s " of t h e f e l l o w s h i p 
t o which Mr. Lasky 1 s paper reminded u s we might be s u b j e c t . And i f 
o b j e c t i v i t y In or out of t h e f e l l o w s h i p " i s t o be l a b e l l e d a n t i - S e m i t i s m , 
as i t i s now, t h e n I submit t h a t Jews — or more p r e c i s e l y , Z i o n i s t s — 
w i l l l e g i t i m a t i z e a n t i - S e m i t i s m i n t h e American s c e n e . I n s t e a d of a 
l u n a t i c f r i n g e of Gerald Smi ths , t he Winroas , t he Joseph Kamps, we s h a l l 
have a s o l i d core of p o l i t i c a l l y l i t e r a t e men and women who have been 
t o l d t h a t because they b e l i e v e I s r a e l shou ld have no f a v o r e d n a t i o n p o s i -
t i o n i n Middle E a s t p o l i c y t h e y a r e a n t i - J e w i s h ; or because t h e y 
sympathize w i t h Arab a s p i r a t i o n s they a r e a n t i - S e m i t i c . 
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I n a r e c e n t Z i o n i s t column I found a l i s t of Americans l a b e l l e d , 
e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or by i m p l i c a t i o n , as " a n t i - J e w i s h " because of t h e i r 
p o l i t i c a l op in ions on Middle E a s t e r n p rob lems . I d e l i b e r a t e l y e n t e r t h e 
l i s t h e r e so t h a t you may see t h e ho r rendous p r o p o r t i o n s of t h i s d e v i c e . 
There i s , f i r s t of a l l , a Department of S t a t e o f f i c e r whom I happen t o 
know w e l l . He i s g u i l t y only of knowing j u s t abou t e v e r y t h i n g — and 
sometimes more t h a n — I know about Zionism and i t s o p e r a t i o n i n t h e un i t ed 
S t a t e s . By Z i o n i s t s t a n d a r d s t h i s p u b l i c s e r v a n t has a p e c u l i a r s e n s e of 
p u b l i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r he t e l l s t he American p e o p l e , by whom he i s 
employed, what he knows abou t a s e r i o u s , p o l i t i c a l problem. O t h e r s , 
i n d i c t e d by a s s o c i a t i o n , as " a n t i - J e w i s h " by t h i s co lumni s t a r e : 
Governor C h r i s t i a n A. H e r t e r of M a s s a c h u s e t t s , A l l e n W. D u l l e s , Chief of 
t h e C e n t r a l I n t e l l i g e n c e Agency of t h e u n i t e d S t a t e s ; C. D. J ackson , 
p u b l i s h e r of Fo r tune Magazine and now P r e s i d e n t E i s enhower ' s a p p o i n t e e 
f rom t h e DepartmenF*of S t a t e t o t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s Committee on I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
I n f o r m a t i o n A c t i v i t i e s ; Congresswoman F r a n c e s P. B o l t o n , Chairman of t h e 
Near E a s t e r n Subcommittee of t h e House F o r e i g n A f f a i r s Committee; D r . 
P h i l i p w. Thayer , Dean of t h e School of Advanced I n t e r n a t i o n a l S t u d i e s a t 
Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . Add t o t h i s l i s t , t h e f o l l o w i n g , mentioned i n 
an e d i t i o n of The F a c t s , p u b l i s h e d by t h e An t i -De fama t ion League l a s t 
month: Dorothy Thompson; D r . P h i l i p H i t t i of P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y ; D r . 
Garland Hopkins, t h e C h r i s t i a n Cen tu ry ; D r . M i l l a r Burrows, Yale Uni-
v e r s i t y ; Vincent Sneean, Henry R. Luce, Dr . Stephen Penrose , D r . C h a r l e s 
Malik of Lebanon. 

I n making t h e s e i n s i n u a t i o n s c a r e f u l l anguage i s u s u a l l y employed. 
Th i s i s an example: "While i n many i n s t a n c e s t h e s e spokesmen appeared t o 
be e x p r e s s i n g a l e g i t i m a t e pro-Arab p o i n t of view, f r e q u e n t l y t h e i r a t -
t a c k s a g a i n s t I s r a e l — e i t h e r by d e s i g n or o t h e r w i s e — had a g e n e r a l l y 
h a r m f u l impact upon t h e American Jewish community and a s econda ry a n t i -
S e m i t i c r e s u l t , " 

This s e l f - c o n f e s s e d admiss ion of f a i l u r e on the p a r t of t h e d e f e n s e 
a g e n c i e s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e y f a i l e d t o t a k e t h e p r e c a u t i o n s n e c e s s a r y 
a g a i n s t "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m t o p r e v e n t "a l e g i t i m a t e pro-Arab p o i n t of 
view" — t h e i r words — f rom having a " h a r m f u l impact" on American j e w s . 
They f a i l e d t o r e c o g n i z e I s r a e l and Zionism as p a r t s of " Jewish" n a t i o n a l -
ism and t o h e l p t h o s e Jews who wanted t o be f r e e Americans s e p a r a t e them-
s e l v e s f rom the combina t ion . 

Only t h i s Counc i l f o u g h t f o r t h e s e p a r a t i o n — and i t s b a t t l e was 
c a l l e d " n e g a t i v e " , was i t ? Was i t b e t t e r — or worse — t h a n t h e 
" Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t and n o n - Z i o n i s t c o n t r i v a n c e t o smear Arabs and t o 
pe r suade American Jews they, need not worry about Z i o n i s t t a c t i c s because 
what Z i o n i s t s wanted, was on ly i n the b e s t i n t e r e s t s of the Uni ted S t a t e s ? 

These t h i n g s American Jews do no t know. Without knowing them t h e y 
see no r e a l i s t i c b a s i s f o r having t o make a c h o i c e and so t h e y do no t 
suppor t our work. 

"The d a n g e r " , says Mr. Lasky ' s p a p e r , " i s t h a t we s h a l l l o s e our 
Americanism" by impor t ing i n t o American l i f e , under t h e g u i s e of r e l i g i o n 
or some of i t s l e g i t i m a t e e x t e n s i o n s , " t h e k ind of n o n - r e l i g i o u s s e p a r a t -
isms t h a t were born i n p r e - d e m o c r a t i c or p r e - w e s t e r n t h e o r i e s of 
" J ewi sh" r a c e , n a t i o n a l i t y or s e c u l a r community." 
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This i s a warranted c a u t i o n which the American Counc i l f o r Judaism 
must, w i t h every r e s o u r c e a t i t s command, p r e v e n t f rom becoming a p r o -
p h e t i c w a r n i n g . Possessed of g r e a t e r knowledge of t h i s problem t h a n t h a t 
of any o the r g roup , I hope we w i l l c o n t i n u e our a n a l y t i c a l , e d u c a t i o n a l 
work . We may win members more s lowly t h i s way. But h i s t o r y — and t r u t h 
— a r e on our s i d e . I f we f a i l i n t h i s l e v e l of our work concerned w i t h 
our b a s i c American s t a t u s , we s h a l l t a l k i n v a i n about a n American 
Juda ism. 

Unity 

There i s a n o t h e r group of American Jews who accoun t f o r a p a r t of 
our i n a b i l i t y t o win a l a r g e r numer i ca l f o l l o w i n g . They a r e the " u n i t y 
b o y s " . They a r e prone t o say something l i k e , " I a g r e e w i t h t h e Counci l 
b u t I cannot suppor t i t because i t i s a d i v i s i v e i n f l u e n c e . I t makes 
t r o u b l e — and we want p e a c e . I t d i v i d e s Jews when t h e y ought t o be 
u n i f i e d . " 

This r e a c t i o n stems l a r g e l y f rom t h e s o - c a l l e d l e a d e r s h i p g r o u p . 
The i r f r e q u e n t c o v e r t a p p r o v a l and a b s t i n e n c e f rom o v e r t s u p p o r t i s a 
two-pronged impediment t o t h e C o u n c i l . They no t only w i t h h o l d s u p p o r t 
t h e m s e l v e s , b u t i n an age when what does John t h i n k i s f r e q u e n t l y a s u b -
s t i t u t e f o r t h i n k i n g i t s e l f , t hey d e t e r o t h e r peop l e f r o m s u p p o r t . 

The f a c t i s t h a t American Judaism i s s u f f e r i n g f r o m " i n s t i t u t i o n -
i t i s " . There i s p r e c i o u s l i t t l e examina t ion of t h e pu rposes pursued by 
most Jewish o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I t i s t he i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t I s i m p o r t a n t . And 
s i n c e t o examine t h e purpose i s " n e g a t i v e " , i t i s i p s o f a c t o " p o s i t i v e " 
t o s u p p o r t t h e i n s t i t u t i o n r e g a r d l e s s of p u r p o s e . Avoiding e x a m i n a t i o n 
of p u r p o s e , "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s t s have i n f i l t r a t e d and a l t e r e d t h e p u r -
poses of many i n s t i t u t i o n s , c o n v e r t i n g them i n t o f r o n t s . So Emanuel 
Neumann admits — now a s a f a i t accompli — t h a t back i n 1939, when Abba 
H i l l e l S i l v e r was chairman of t h e Uni ted Jewish Appea l , 

"He g r a d u a l l y conve r t ed t h e p l a t f o r m of t h e Appeal i n t o a 
p o l i t i c a l fo rum, g iv ing i n c i s i v e and compe l l ing e x p r e s -
s i o n t o t h e Jewish demands f o r n a t i o n a l f reedom and a 
s e c u r e n a t i o n a l e x i s t e n c e on the a n c e s t r a l s o i l . . 

Defense o r g a n i z a t i o n s which c l a i m t o e x i s t f o r t h e purpose of p r e -
v e n t i n g " t h e i n f r a c t i o n of t h e c i v i l and r e l i g i o u s r i g h t of Jews, i n any 
p a r t of t h e world" become a p o l o g i s t s f o r , and d e f e n d e r s of,, t h e n a t i o n a l 
a s p i r a t i o n s of the S t a t e of I s r a e l . 

Some i n d i c a t i o n of t h e s to rm which any f r e s h and unor thodox e v a l u -
a t i o n of i n s t i t u t i o n a l purposes can c r e a t e became e v i d e n t as t h e most 
obvious by -p roduc t of t h e Maclver R e p o r t . 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e C o u n c i l , c o n s i d e r i n g i t s 
p r imary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o be an i d e a and a f r e e p a t t e r n of l i f e and h o l d -
ing an i r r e v e r e n c e f o r i n s t i t u t i o n s , j u s t because t h e y have always been 
h e r e , shou ld encounter r e s i s t a n c e . 

I s n ' t i t t i m e , f o r example, t o ask why the d e f e n s e a g e n c i e s have 
so c o n t o r t e d themselves t h a t t h e r a t i o n a l e f o r t h e i r work has t u r n e d a 
complete c i r c l e i n American l i f e ? I remember t h e t ime when i t was 
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assumed America o f f e r e d a congen ia l c l i m a t e f o r Jews and t h a t t h e v a s t 
m a j o r i t y of Americans were p repa red t o g ive e q u a l i t y a s they expec t ed t o 
e n j o y i t . There were , i t was a g r e e d , m i s c o n c e p t i o n s . •And t h e d e f e n s e 
should be t o a t t a c k the m i s c o n c e p t i o n s . 

This i s no l onge r the theme, i t i s no l onge r admi t t ed t h a t s e l f -
g e n e r a t e d "Jewish" s e p a r a t i s m i s a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r t o t e n s i o n s . Today 
t h e t h e o r y i s t h a t ״ ,Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m and s e g r e g a t i o n a r e t h e r e s u l t of 
a n t i - S e m i t i s m . The way t o l i c k Zionism, say t h e s o - c a l l e d n o n - Z i o n i s t 
d e f e n s e a g e n c i e s , i s t o l i c k a n t i - S e m i t i s m . Meanwhile, no conduct of Jews , 
o p e r a t i n g — or a p p e a r i n g t o o p e r a t e •י— as a s e p a r a t e n a t i o n a l g r o u p , b e a r s 
any r e l a t i o n t o t h e problem. 

The c o n t r a r y o b s e r v a t i o n s of t h e Maclver R e p o r t , made p r e c i s e l y f o r 
t h e s o - c a l l e d Community R e l a t i o n s o r g a n i z a t i o n s , have been i g n o r e d . 

Th is new theo ry p u t s dawn t h e major p remise t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y of 
American peop l e a r e a n t i - S e m i t i c . "Jewish" n a t i o n a l i s m i s t h e r e a c t i o n of 
Jews t o t h i s a n t i - S e m i t i s m . T h i s , I submi t , i s s t r i c t l y f r o m H e r z l ' s book, 
f o r i t was he who f i r s t p o s t u l a t e d t h a t wherever Jews went t h e y b rough t 
a n t i - S e m i t i s m w i t h them. 

The Counc i l may be pardoned t h e n , i f i t i s somewhat i r r e v e r e n t of 
t h i s s o - c a l l e d " l e a d e r s h i p g r o u p " . There i s no easy way t o a l t e r a 
s i t u a t i o n where l e a d e r s a r e f o l l o w e r s because f u n d s a r e r a i s e d on t h e 
l owes t of low common d e n o m i n a t o r s . The only c o r r e c t i v e i s t h e i n d e p e n d e n t , 
f r e e — and i f you p l e a s e — i r r e v e r e n t e f f o r t of t h e Counc i l t o b u i l d a 
g r a s s - r o o t s knowledge; t o prod and goad so t h a t peop le who supply t h e 
f u n d s may look behind t h e neon l i g h t s and t e l e v i s i o n programs and t h e a t r e 
p a r t i e s and a d d r e s s e s by c e l e b r i t i e s t o t h e purposes of t h e s e o r g a n i z a -
t i o n s they s u p p o r t . I t w i l l t a k e t i m e . I t w i l l be c a l l e d n e g a t i v e a l s o . 
But i t w i l l avoid f a l l i n g i n t o t h e t r a p of b e l i e v i n g p r i n c i p l e s w i l l 
emerge, m i r a c u l o u s l y , out of o r g a n i z a t i o n s which a r e p e n a l i z e d f i n a n -
c i a l l y i f t h e i r p r i n c i p l e s do no t conform. 

I t i s a maxim of h i s t o r y t h a t men have always l o s t t h o s e t h i n g s 
which they va lued more t h a n f reedom, no m a t t e r how they r a t i o n a l i z e d t h e 
h ighe r p r i o r i t y t hey p l a c e d upon the i n s t i t u t i o n s t h e y thought t h e y would 
save through exped iency . The p r e s e n t t r e n d i n t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
American Jews w i l l prove no e x c e p t i o n . 

Judaism 

And f i n a l l y , our way has been d i f f i c u l t because of t h e low v i s i -
b i l i t y t h a t American Jews have about Juda ism. Without compass t h e m s e l v e s , 
American Jews a r e l i k e s p e c t a t o r s a t a s p e c t a c u l a r d e m o n s t r a t i o n of r a d a r -
c o n t r o l l e d r o b o t s i n t ended t o g ive them Judaism by remote c o n t r o l . "You 
can be a good Jew" t h e y a r e t o l d , " i f you s u p p o r t I s r a e l . " "You need 
I s r a e l , " t h e y a r e t o l d " a s the c e n t e r and f r u c t i f i e r of Juda i sm." "You 
cannot unde r s t and Juda i sm," t h e y a r e t o l d , " u n l e s s you read Hebrew." "You 
cannot be a good Jew," t h e y a r e t o l d , "wi thou t l o y a l t y t o 'your p e o p l e ' . " 

These — and s i m i l a r a l l e g a t i o n s — the C o u n c i l has r e j e c t e d . 
" J u d a i s m , " we have s a i d , " i s no t what goes on i n I s r a e l or i n 
t h e GKtnibus f u n d - r a i s i n g campaigns." " Judaism,H we have s a i d , 
" t r a n s c e n d s l a n g u a g e . " Judaism i s j u s t n e s s and r i g h t e o u s n e s s — 
even f o r Arabs . "For Judaism i s of the h e a r t — and 
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t h e mind. I t i s no t mere s e n t i m e n t a l i t y — f e e l i n g w i t h o u t any commit-
ments t o a c t i o n . Judaism i s a s e r i e s of moral p o s t u l a t e s which e n t a i l 
o b l i g a t i o n s t o a c t i o n because h i s t o r y has t e s t e d them i n t h e f i r e of 
expe r i ence and found t h a t no s o c i e t y , no t r i b e , no i n s t i t u t i o n , can d e f y 
t h e s e p o s t u l a t e s and l i v e . 

I t does no t r e q u i r e any , , a n t i - Z i o n i s m " t o observe t h i s . But i t 
i s odd, t h a t I , an " a n t i - Z i o n i s t " , should document ny u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
Judaism wi th t h e words of the Z i o n i s t , Judah Magnes; words supp re s sed and 
t r u t h crushed t o e a r t h by t h e s e l f - s t y l e d l i b e r a l s and d e m o r a l i z e r s of 
something c a l l e d " a Jewish community". 

I t i s n e a r l y s i x y e a r s s i n c e Judah Magnes, speak ing f o r t h e l a s t 
t ime a t opening e x e r c i s e s of h i s be loved Hebrew U n i v e r s i t y sounded t h e 
p r o p h e t i c warn ing : 

" . . .You may s a y , i t i s because of our s t r a i g h t e n e d 
p o s i t i o n , f r o m which t h e r e i s no e s c a p e , t h a t we have 
d e c l a r e d a k ind of moral mora tor ium, o r , i n t o d a y ' s 
t e r m i n o l o g y , a f r e e z i n g of our m o r a l s . I t i s p o s s i b l e 
t o f r e e z e p r e s e r v e s , or t o f r e e z e money f o r a t i m e , 
and a f t e r t h a t t o r e s t o r e i t s v a l u e . But i t i s no t 
w i t h i n t h e power of man t o f r e e z e h i s m o r a l s . . . 
Judaism r e q u i r e s a man t o acknowledge h i s wrongdoing, 
t o e x p i a t e t h i s wrong, t o r e t u r n f r o m h i s e v i l ways . . 

Th is f r e e z i n g of m o r a l s , Magnes went on, has l e d — and I u se h i s 
words — 

myr. . . יי iads of Jews th roughou t t h e w o r l d , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n America, t o y i e l d t o t h a t Z i o n i s t t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m 
which seeks t o s u b j e c t t o i t s d i s c i p l i n e t h e e n t i r e 
Jewish people and eve ry i n d i v i d u a l t h e r e i n , and , i f 
n e c e s s a r y , by f o r c e and by v i o l e n c e . . , 

. . I t i s now h a r d e r and h a r d e r t o be a Jew and be 
f a i t h f u l t o t h e s p i r i t of I s r a e l among t h e s e new-
f a s h i o n e d Hebrews. . 

I t has always been ha rde r t o be a Jew t h a n an opponent of a n t i -
Semi t i sm, or a c o n t r i b u t o r t o U . J . A . , or t o m a i n t a i n a v e s t e d i n t e r e s t i n 
an i n s t i t u t i o n . And because be ing a Jew has been h a r d e r t h a n any of 
t h e s e — t h e way of t h e Counc i l i s h a r d . And i t i s p r e c i s e l y t h i s d i f -
f i c u l t y -י־• i n t e g r a l t o our p o s i t i o n — t h a t i s one of t h e t h i n g s con-
v i n c i n g me of t h e genu ineness of our p o s i t i o n . For n e i t h e r Magnes nor I , 
i f I may be pardoned t h e g r o u p i n g , i s t h e f i r s t t o compla in . 

I s a i a h t e s t i f i e s t h a t h i s con t empora r i e s s a i d , 

" t o t h e s e e r s , 'See n o t ' 
And t o t h e p r o p h e t s j •Prophesy n o t 

un to us r i g h t t h i n g s , 
Speak u n t o u s smooth t h i n g s , prophesy 

d e l u s i o n s 
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These p r o p h e t i c ״words convey the same thought a s t h a t e x p r e s s e d by 
those who say t o us t o d a y what ycu b״ , e l i e v e may be r i g h t , b u t i n speak ing 
about t h e s e t h i n g s you d i s r u p t u n i t y and c a s t s u s p i c i o n on Jews." 

Jeremiah was c a l l e d a " t r c u b l e r of I s r a e l " . 

Amos was t o l d by one of the k i n g ' s p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s men i n I s r a e l , 
"go f l e e t h e e away i n t o t h e land of Judah, and t h e r e e a t b r e a d , and 
prophesy t h e r e ; bu t p rophesy no t any more a t B e t h - E l , f o r i t i s t h e k i n g ' s 
s a n c t u a r y , and i t i s a r c y a l h o u s e . " And Jewus having spen t h i s l i f e a d -
voca t i ng a Judaism of h igh p r i n c i p l e d m o r a l i t y s ighed out h i s l a s t b r e a t h 
w i t h the anguished s e n t e n c e , " F o r g i v e them F a t h e r , f o r t h e y know what 
t h e y d o . " 

To g ive p r i o r i t y a g a i n t o the Judaism of I s a i a h , J e r e m i a h , Amos, 
J e s u s , Magnes — and y e s , of t h i s Counc i l — w i l l r e q u i r e c o n t i n u e d d i s -
s e n t f o r t h e p u r p o s e , a s Magnes p u t i t , of " b r e a k i n g away f rom d e f i l e m e n t , 
and l o v i n g p u r i t y and r i g h t e o u s n e s s . " I t w i l l n o t come i n any mass u p -
r i s i n g . I t w i l l come only i n t h e slow f e r m e n t of s p i r i t f o r t i f i e d by 
in formed minds. 

Th i s i s what we hope t o do i n our own r e l i g i o u s program; 

We need aga in t o r a i s e a g e n e r a t i o n of Jews who, c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
l e a d e r s h i p t h a t s u g g e s t s p r i d e and d i g n i t y i n Judaism i s t o be found i n a 
p o l i t i c a l s t a t e and s e c u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r power w i l l respond w i t h t h e 
warning of Hosea, 

" I g ive t h e e a King i n Mine a n g e r , 
And t a k e him away i n my w r a t h . " 

We need aga in t o r a i s e a g e n e r a t i o n of Jews who, t o l d t h a t Juda ism 
has something t o do wi th s i z e and t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o suppor t t h i s or t h a t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n or wi th c o n s t r u c t i n g Kibbutzim or p l a n t i n g t r e e s , w i l l have 
i n t h e i r h e a r t s and a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e i r tongues t h e warning of I s a i a h : 

"Woe u n t o them t h a t j o i n house t o house , 
That l a y f i e l d t o f i e l d . 
T i l l t h e r e be no room, and ye be made t o dwe l l 
Alone i n the mids t of t h e l a n d . " 

We need t o r a i s e a g e n e r a t i o n of Jews who, c o n f r o n t e d w i t h t h e 
s logan makers and t h e " u n i t y boys" and w i t h t h e people who p r e f e r t o evade 
i s s u e s w i l l f i n d pou r ing out f rom t h e d e p t h s of t h e i r c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h e 
i n d i g n a t i o n of Jere i rdah, who condemned t h o s e who " h e a l e d t h e h u r t of ny 
people l i g h t l y , 

"Say ing : ' P e a c e , p e a c e ' , when t h e r e i s no p e a c e . . . " 

We need t o r a i s e a g e n e r a t i o n of Jews who w i l l u n d e r s t a n d Judaism a s some-
t h i n g g r e a t and noble which can s t and b e f o r e t h e whole wor ld i n openness 
and p u r i t y of s p i r i t . Conf ron ted w i th t a c t i c s t h a t cannot s t and t h e 
l i g h t of day and a d v i s e d by t h e s t a t e smen 1'״not t o wash d i r t y l i n e n i n 
p u b l i c " , t h a t g e n e r a t i o n , of Jews needs t o have branded i n t o i t s s o u l t h e 
d i g n i t y and c o n f i d e n c e of t h e g r e a t , anonymous p rophe t who h e r a l d e d t h e 
r e t u r n f rom Babylon, reminding t h e Jews of h i s day t h a t God had " n o t 
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spoken i n s e c r e t , 

" I n a p l a c e of t h e l and of d a r k n e s s " . . . 

And the p rophe t could advoca te open covenan t s , openly a r r i v e d a t 
because i n h i s Judaism, God " d e c l a r e s t h i n g s t h a t a r e r i g h t " ; and b e c a u s e 
" a l l t h e ends of t h e e a r t h " — not only a " J e w i s h people" — could " l o o k 
u n t o me, and be ye s a v e d . " 

This i s t h e e x q u i s i t e d e s i g n of our t r a d i t i o n . This was a code of 
honor and i n t e g r i t y f o r which l i f e was wor th l i v i n g and f o r which some 
h e r o i c s o u l s were p repa red even t o s u f f e r d e a t h . 

Upon t h i s f o u n d a t i o n , our f a t h e r s b u i l t h e r e a Judaism r e l a t e d t o 
t h e Uni ted S t a t e s of Amer ica . And we need a g a i n t o r a i s e a g e n e r a t i o n of 
American Jews who w i l l know t h a t Judaism, remembering n e a r l y a c e n t u r y 
ago , i n 1869, the C e n t r a l Conference of American Rabbis s a i d , Zionism 

' v . . .harms our Jewish b r e t h r e n where they a r e s t i l l 
p e r s e c u t e d , by conf i rming t h e a s s e r t i o n of t h e i r e n -
emies t h a t t h e Jews a r e f o r e i g n e r s i n t h e c o u n t r i e s 
i n which t h e y a r e a t home, and of which t h e y a r e e v e r y -
where the most l o y a l and p a t r i o t i c c i t i z e n s . . . " 

We need a g e n e r a t i o n of American Jews who, when c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
l o o s e , emot iona l t a l k about " J ewi sh communities"1 , w i l l know how t o answer 
w i t h t h e C e n t r a l Conference of American Rabb i s ' R e s o l u t i o n of 1912, which 
s a i d ; 

"Inasmuch as we a r e u n q u a l i f i e d l y committed t o t h e t o t a l 
s e p a r a t i o n of Church and S t a t e , we d i s c o u n t e n a n c e any 
movement i n Jewish communities on o t h e r t h a n t h e r e -
l i g i o u s b a s i s which would v i o l a t e t h i s p r i n c i p l e and 
tend t o c r e a t e t h e impress ion t h a t the Jews a r e an 
imperium i n i m p e r i o . " 

We need a g e n e r a t i o n of American Jews who, f a c e d w i t h t h e p h i l o -
sophy t h a t Jews a r e a m i n o r i t y n a t i o n a l i t y w i t h s p e c i a l s e n t i m e n t s and 
o b l i g a t i o n s f o r I s r a e l w i l l know how t o r e p l y w i t h t h e p r o p h e t i c words 
of one who i s w i t h u s h e r e t o n i g h t ; p r o p h e t i c words , I s a y , were t h o s e 
spoken by Morr is Lazaron a q u a r t e r c e n t u r y ago t o t h e C e n t r a l Confe rence 
of American Rabbis i n 1520: 

" . . . Such i n s t i t u t i o n s as t h e Jewish P a r o c h i a l S c h o o l s , 
or t h e tendency t o i n j e c t i n t o our American p o l i t i c a l 
sys tem European c o n c e p t i o n s of group r i g h t s and 
m i n o r i t y p r i v i l e g e s , must be combated w i t h a l l our i n -
f l u e n c e and a l l our power. Because our p e r s e c u t e d 
b r o t h e r s come f rom c o u n t r i e s where n a t i o n a l r i g h t s a r e 
r ecogn ized i s no r e a s o n why we should encourage t h e 
i m p o r t a t i o n of any such f o r e i g n concep t ions h e r e . " 

We need t o r a i s e a g e n e r a t i o n of Jews who w i l l want a Hebrew Union 
C o l l e g e , t o g r adua t e Reform R a b b i s , w i t h t h e unashamed p a r t i s a n s h i p f o r 
Reform which c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n i n t h e days of i t s i l l u s -
t r i o u s P r e s i d e n t , Kaufman Kohle r . Kohler was no t ashamed t o p r e v e n t — 
and i emphasize t h e word " p r e v e n t " — 
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, 1a Z i o n i s t p r o f e s s o r f r o m t w i s t i n g and d i s t o r t i n g t h e 
grand u n i v e r s a l t e a c h i n g s of t h e p r o p h e t s and sages 
of I s r a e l or of the Pen ta t euch w i t h t h e view of t u r n -
ing them i n t o crude n a t i o n a l i s t i c u t t e r a n c e s . 1 ' 

And we need a g e n e r a t i o n of Jews who, i f more t r a d i t i o n a l l y minded, 
w i l l know t h e d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e M e s s i a n i c , r e l i g i o u s Zion and T e l 
Aviv and w i l l b r i n g t h a t knowledge t o b e a r i n t h e o p e r a t i o n of t h e Jewish 
T h e o l o g i c a l Seminary . 

The h e r i t a g e i s h e r e — a v a i l a b l e . I t i s no t c o n f i n e d t o Hebrew 
nor does i t r e q u i r e p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s a d v i s e r s . I t i s " i n d w e l l i n g " — t o 
use J e r e m i a h ' s words . I t i s a ״ n e a r God - - n o t a God f a r o f f . " The 
r e w r i t e r s of h i s t o r y a r e busy every d a y , e r a s i n g t h e r e c o r d and cove r ing 
i t o v e r . Only t h e American Counc i l f o r Judaism i s d e m o n s t r a t i n g such an 
u n a p o l o g e t i c a l l y p a r t i s a n , a n t i - n a t i o n a l i s t Juda i sm. 

Two weeks ago I a t t e n d e d a d r e a r y meet ing c e l e b r a t i n g t h e 3 0 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e Commission on Jewish E d u c a t i o n of the Union of 
American Hebrew C o n g r e g a t i o n s , du r ing t h e r e c e n t conven t ion of t h a t body 
i n New York. A few pas sages f rom the r e p o r t of the chairman of t h e Com-
m i s s i o n , D r . Solomon F r e e h o f , a former P r e s i d e n t of t h e CCAR, w i l l g i v e 
you some i d e a of t h e d i f f e r e n t emphasis and of t h e c u r v a t u r e of t h e s p i n e 
which t h e h e r i t a g e of the p r o p h e t s and t h e e a r l y Reform movement has 
s u f f e r e d . 

Sa id D r . F r e e h o f j 

"A g e n e r a t i o n ago a t the C e n t r a l Conference of American 
R a b b i s , a lmost a l l t he q u o t a t i o n s one would h e a r would 
be f r o m t h e P r o p h e t s . Now a lmost as f r e q u e n t l y we h e a r 
q u o t a t i o n s f rom t h e Talmud and the l e g a l l i t e r a t u r e . 
Judaism as prophecy has had t o g ive some room i n t h e 
t h i n k i n g of t h e r a b b i n a t e t o Judaism a s l a w . " 

P a r t of F r e e h o f ' s r e p o r t t r i e d t o r a t i o n a l i z e the d i f f e r e n c e b e -
tween Reform today and the Reform of Kohler and I s a a c M. Wise. With a 
v i s i b l e wince a t t h e C o u n c i l ' s e v a l u a t i o n of t h e U n i o n ' s t ex tbooks and 
our r e j e c t i o n of t h e "Jewish peoplehocd" c o n c e p t , F reehof pursued t h e 
argument t h a t Reform today i s no d i f f e r e n t f rom t h a t of TiTise and K o h l e r . 

Using t h e old t r i c k abou t s e m a n t i c s , he s a i d : 

"Yifhatever d i f f e r e n c e t h e r e i s between us i n h e r e s pe rhaps 
i n a d i f f e r e n c e of v o c a b u l a r y . . . They speak of t h e 
' b ro the rhood of I s r a e l ' or the • c h i l d r e n of I s r a e l ' b u t 
t h e y meant e x a c t l y the same t h i n g t h a t we mean by t h e 
s imp le r p h r a s e , •Jewish p e o p l e ' . The e x i s t e n c e of a 
Jewish S t a t e , i n which Jewish people l i v e a s a s e p a r a t e 
n a t i o n , has b rough t a f r a n k n e s s i n t o our vocabu la ry which 
they u n d e r s t a n d a b l y l a c k e d . . . Nowadays the word • I s r a e l ' 
ha s come t o mean the new Jewish S t a t e . We, t h e r e f o r e , s ay 
t h e ' Jewish p e o p l e ' . . . 

F r e e h o f ' s i m p e r t i n e n c e i n say ing h i s t i t a n i c p r e d e c e s s o r s , who 
never f l e d c o n t r o v e r s y , used " c i r c u i t o u s t e r m s " , and t h a t he and h i s 
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contemporaries are us ing "somewhat franker terms" i s a bo ld - faced bid f o r 
approval t o a group of Jews who, Freehof hopes, have short memories. 

The r e l i g i o u s school t e x t s , i s sued long before the S t a t e of I s r a e l 
e x i s t e d , used the term "Jewish people", i n v a l i d a t i n g t h i s f l i m s y excuse 
f o r language which Mr. Lasky properly descr ibed as a "base mintage". 

This i n c i d e n t i s t y p i c a l of the fundamental immorality of the 
p r e v a i l i n g s cene . I t i s not that anyone of t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s i s s o 
e t e r n a l l y damning. I t i s the c o u n t e r f e i t i n g , the f a b r i c a t i o n of a 
p r i n t i n g - p r e s s r e l i g i o n rather than a r e l i g i o n of the heart and mind. 
And the c o u n t e r f e i t i n g and the p r i n t i n g - p r e s s r e l i g i o n i s not only not 
Judaism — i t i s a l s o an a f f r o n t t o American freedom. For i t s c h i e f pur-
pose i s t o t e l l Jews no choice i s involved; that a l l of Jews and a l l of 
Judaism i s a "seamless web" t o use the words with which one of t h e s e 
public r e l a t i o n s experts condemned a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t p r o p o s i t i o n I was 
i n j u d i c i o u s enough t o put i n t o a book. 

D i s s e n t and A f f i r m a t i o n 

To a l l t h i s consc ious obfus c a t i o n , t h i s p laying ־with words i n s t e a d 
of d e d i c a t i o n t o i d e a s , t h i s emphasis on "peoplehood" i n s t e a d of Godhood, 
our t e n years stand i n courageous d i s s e n t and majes t ic a f f i r m a t i o n . For 
those who know and who, knowing, have the courage t o choose the Council 
needs no d e f e n s e . 

For a l l freedom i n v o l v e s c h o i c e . The choice o f f e r e d by the 
"peoplehood" advocates of t h e i r kind of Judaism or as they condescendingly 
remind us — Unitarianism — i s a d e p r i v a t i o n of freedom. We r e f u s e t o 
accept i t l And I pray God we have the energy and v i s i o n t o keep a l i v e , 
as jews, the a l t e r n a t i v e of a Judaism f r e e of t r i b a l i s m and p u b l i c r e l a -
t i o n s exper t s ; motivated by the pass ion f o r t h a t pure d i s t i l l a t i o n of 
e t h i c a l content spoken without b e n e f i t of "circuitous• terms" by the 
prophets , 

These are ny impressions a t t h i s po int which i s both of the past 
t e n years and of the fu ture of the Counci l . They are not comfortable 
impress ions . Neither i n the s ecu lar nor the r e l i g i o u s f i e l d of our work 
do I s e e any broad, easy t o navigate highways leading over a horizon of 
sure s u c c e s s . 

Does i t matter i n a world where nothing f r e e i s sure? I s i n t e g -
r i t y a matter of v o t e s ; and j u s t i c e and t r u t h and r ighteousness determined 
by pub l i c opinion p o l l s ? Or, are we perhaps to l e a r n the arduousness of 
our way from the anguish of a Jeremiah and the assurance which God spoke 
t o him, i n these words: 

" . . . Be not a f r a i d of them f o r I am wi th thee t o d e l i v e r 
t h e e . . . But do thou g ird thy l o i n s and r i s e and speak 
t o them whatsoever I bid t h e e . Be not dismayed by them 
l e s t I s u f f e r thee t o be dismayed by them. Behold, I make 
thee t h i s day as a f o r t i f i e d c i t y , and as an i ron p i l l a r , 
and as a wal l of brass a g a i n s t the whole land, the kings 
of Judah, her p r i n c e s , her p r i e s t s , and the people of the 
land; they s h a l l wage war a g a i n s t thee but not conquer t h e e , 
f o r I am with t h e e , s a i t h the Lord, to d e l i v e r thee ." 
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I f t h i s be our l o t then , even wi th in the framework of the choice 
you have already made t o j o i n t h i s c o u n c i l , you are faced a g a i n with s t i l l 
another c h o i c e . I cannot make i t f o r you; nor can your o f f i c e r s or your 
Executive Committee. Most of a l l you cannot l eave tha t choice t o those 
who f a i l e d to make the i n i t i a l cho ice i n favor of t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n of 
ours. 

This constant , wracking, moral tor ture of choice i s t h i s C o u n c i l ' s 
h e r i t a g e t o you. For t h i s i s what i t means t o be f r e e . I t i s , i n t r u t h , 
a l l we have t o o f f e r those t o whom we would turn f o r g r e a t e r numbers. 
The f r e e man, yearning to s t a y f r e e , w i l l see the worth of the h e r i t a g e . 
He w i l l pre f er i t t o the gratu i tous and s y n t h e t i c u n i t y which has a lready 
r e s u l t e d i n a d e t e r i o r a t i o n of Judaism and of our s t a t u s as f r e e 
i n d i v i d u a l Americans. 

I t i s i n t h i s s p i r i t that I have served t h i s Council t h e s e ten 
y e a r s . I t i s w i th t h i s s p i r i t that we w i l l j u s t i f y our being f o r the 
f u t u r e . A decade may be only t ime . Or i t may be a r i c h , warming a s s o c i a -
t i o n of deep companionship i n an idea and a purpose; a courage and a 
stamina; a s low, tortured inching ahead toward the unat ta inable hor izon of 
human progress , grea ter freedom of human s p i r i t s and i n t e g r i t y of human 
minds. Nothing can d e f e a t , f o r me, the sense t h a t t h i s Counci l decade has 
been a l l of t h i s . I thank you f o r i t and f o r having me as a part of i t . 

As we c l o s e t h i s decade, I am reminded of a few, simple words 
which Erasmus wrote i n a preface t o h i s "Praise of Fol ly" and addressed 
t o Thomas More, "May you take i n good w i l l , then , t h i s l i t t l e declamation, 
as a keepsake from a f r i e n d , and may you a l s o undertake to defend i t ; 
dedicated t o you, i t i s now yours and not mine." 

# # # # 
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(Miss Lipkin i s acting chairman of the New York Youth 
Sect ion with unparal le led experience i n a var i e ty of 
Jewish youth organizat ions . At present , she i s on the 
National Board of the National Federation of Temple 
Youth (the Union a f f i l i a t e ) . She has the unusual exper-
ience of being one of two Reform de legates t o the National 
Jewish Youth Conference. Miss Lipkin i s past pres ident of 
two youth groups at Congregation Emanu-El, New York, where 
she was confirmed by a d i s t inguished Council Rabbi, Drf 
Samuel Goldenson.) 

I have been asked to provide a quick review of the nature of Jewish youth 
a c t i v i t y i n America today and the ro le the Council ought to p lay . I need not t e l l 
you that t h i s i s a subject for an hour-long paper and a d i scuss ion three t imes 
longer . I w i l l t r y t o cram my impressions and experiences i n t o a few minutes -
and leave t o t h i s panel the task of carrying ®n an evaluat ion which I hope w i l l 
conclude with d e f i n i t e recommendations for Council youth. 

F i r s t , I want t o examine the major Jewish youth movements. A l l these 
include secular programs which may be s l i g h t l y «־r not at a l l re la ted t o Judaism, 
but which are' urged upon young people as e g r e s s i o n s of "Jewishness." This extends 
from outright acceptance and avid promotion of Zionism t o subt le teaching ®f Zion-
i s t - inspxred "cultural" programs which are presented as "Jewish education." Let 
me be more s p e c i f i c : 

HILLBL FOUNDATION OF B'NAI B'RITH: If y»u have ever s e t f o o t i n a 
H i l l e l Chapter, you"know"what I mean. You f ind the wa l l s covered with Z i o n i s t 
s logans . Bu l l e t in boards are crammed with announcements of l e c t u r e s on how to 
emigrate t o I s r a e l , how to l i v e i n I s r a e l , how t o emulate every phase of l i f e i n 
I s r a e l . I f there are d iscuss ions about l i f e i n the United S t a t e s , they are usua l ly 
a f ter - thoughts . They provide l i t t l e more than a feeble' b a s i s f o r claiming tha t 
H i l l e l a c t i v i t i e s are not e x c l u s i v e l y oriented to I s r a e l . In the large H i l l e l 
Chapter at (Queens Col lege, New York, a recent t y p i c a l three-week schedule featured 
speakers from the I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e Z ion i s t Federation (IZFA) on s i x of 15 programs. 
During other programs there was i n s t r u c t i o n i n I s r a e l i f o l k songs, f o l k dances, 
f o l k l i t e r a t u r e and almost anything to weld a l i n k on the b a s i s of , ,Jewish n a t i o n -
alism." At H i l l e l i n the College of the City of New York, the printed program 
s t a t e s frankly that the I n t e r c o l l e g i a t e Z ion i s t Federation "forms an i n t e g r a l part 
of CCNY at H i l l e l . I t emphasizes an I srae l - centered program and i s designed both 
for students who plan to s e t t l e i n I s r a e l and for those who wish to develop t h e i r 
i n t e r e s t i n the Jewish l i f e and the new I s r a e l . " In other words, s i n c e IZFA i s 
the very heart of H i l l e l , one may assume that H i l l e l 1 s prime purpose these days 
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i s to produce emigrat ion of American youth t o I s r a e l o r , i n the words of the Zion-
i s t l e a d e r s , "create the v o l i t i o n " f o r emigration through a concentrated s e c u l a r 
program. 

A c t u a l l y , the H i l l e l Foundations on almost every campus are complete ly 
Z i o n i s t - o r i e n t e d and c o n t r o l l e d . Even i f the n a t i o n a l H i l l e l d i r e c t o r were not as 
ardent a Z i o n i s t as he i s , the f a c t t h a t v i r t u a l l y every l o c a l H i l l e l d i r e c t o r i s 
a f i r m Z i o n i s t and permits thorough i n f i l t r a t i o n by IZFA - a l l of t h i s makes H i l l e l 
a most e f f e c t i v e "front" f o r Zionism. 

A r e v e a l i n g a r t i c l e appeared i n t h e Feb rua ry 1953 i s s u e of IZFACTS, t h e 
p u b l i c a t i o n of IZFA. I t s t a t e d t h a t IZFA deba ted whether t o encourage H i l l e l " t o 
t a k e over I s r a e l i song and dance groups and o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c Z i o n i s t a c t i v i t i e s ! ' 
Some argued t h a t H i l l e l "would use them as ' e n d s ' wh i l e IZFA u s e s them as means t o 
' something f u r t h e r ' ( T h i s i s an admiss ion t h a t IZFA c o l d l y c a l c u l a t e s I t s use 
of s o - c a l l e d c u l t u r e f o r o t h e r p u r p o s e s ; t h i s p a r a l l e l program by H i l l e l - u s i n g 
t h e v e r y same t e c h n i q u e s - can only speed t h e accomplishment of IZFA's own " e n d s " ) . 
IZFA then announced t h a t i t " looks w i t h r e s p e c t on H i l l e l e f f o r t s t o i n c l u d e i n 
t h e i r program t h e s t u d y of c u r r e n t e v e n t s and c u l t u r a l developments i n I s r a e l . . . 
and t h a t c o n t a c t w i t h I s r a e l ' s c u l t u r e . . . be c o n s i d e r e d an i n d i s p e n s a b l e and 
i n d i s p u t a b l e p a r t of t h e p o s i t i v e o r i e n t a t i o n which i s t h e b a s i s of t h e Jewish 
community on campus." 

2 . INCOLLEGIATE ZIONIST FEDERATION OF AMERICA (IZFA): This organ iza -
t i o n , l i k e Young Judea and Junior Kadassah f o r the younger age groups, i s f r a n k l y 
and m i l i t a n t l y devoted t o advancing "Jewish nationalism" through campus a c t i v i t y . 
Although a l l Z i o n i s t organizat ions inc lude Chalutziut (emigrat ion t o I s r a e l ) as 
part of t h e i r program, some IZFA groups p lay i t up more than o t h e r s . One group 
has c a l l e d Chalutz iut "complete s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n wi th the Z i o n i s t i d e a l . " I t 
adds, "Going t o P a l e s t i n e t o l i v e i s t h e h ighes t goa l t o be a t ta ined by t h e Z ion-
i s t s . " Some IZFA members are themselves squeamish about t h i s idea but none w i l l 
deny that running a c u l t u r a l program i s the f u l l - t i m e job of every IZFA group. 
This , top Z i o n i s t s have c a l l e d "creat ing the v o l i t i o n " f o r emigrat ion. 

3 . JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS (Sponsored by the Jewish Welfare Board): 
They provide s o c i a l , r e c r e a t i o n a l and a t h l e t i c s i t e s which prove a t t r a c t i v e t o 
young peop le . A great many of the a c t i v i t i e s , however, are based on "Jewish 
n a t i o n a l i s t " themes, events and forms. I f you examine the B ienn ia l announcement 
(1952-19511) of the Jewish Center Lecture Bureau, you d i scover an amazing v a r i e t y 
of speakers , dancers and s ingers who are ardent ly Z i o n i s t i n every r e s p e c t . Of 
about 120 speakers o f f e r e d by the JWB f o r community c e n t e r s , only s i x are not 
genera l ly considered Z i o n i s t - o r i e n t e d . This inc ludes non-Jews as w e l l as Jews. 
Of the musical programs f ea tured , near ly a l l f e a t u r e I s r a e l i f o l k dancing and 
s ing ing as t h e i r o f f e r i n g of "Jewish music." V i r t u a l l y no e f f o r t i s made to 
s t r e s s the music of the temple, which i s the t r u l y Jewish musical form.. 

U. NATIONAL JEWISH YOUTH CONFERENCE: This i s the most b l a t a n t e f f o r t 
by Z i o n i s t s t o represent themselves as the spokesman f o r a l l young Jews and, a t 
the same t ime , t o i n s p i r e t y p i c a l Z i o n i s t a c t i v i t y w i t h i n every other Jewish 
youth group i n America. The technique through which i t has achieved i t s p o s i t i o n 
r e v e a l s one important goal of American Zionism. The NJYC i s patterned a f t e r the 
defunct American Jewish Conference which sought t o weld every Jewish organ iza t ion 
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i n t o one body w i t h a s i n g l e Jewish spokesman." This has a l r e a d y been ach ieved 
on t h e youth l e v e l . The NJYC now i n c l u d e s 300 l o c a l and r e g i o n a l Jewish you th 
c o u n c i l s as w e l l as 11 o t h e r n a t i o n a l y o u t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Except f o r t h e N a t i o n -
a l F e d e r a t i o n of Temple Youth ( t he youth a f f i l i a t e of t h e Union of American Hebrew 
C o n g r e g a t i o n s ) , a l l t h e o t h e r groups are o u t r i g h t Z i o n i s t b o d i e s . The NJYC has 
o f f i c i a l l y r e s o l v e d t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e Z i o n i s t movement t h rough l o c a l you th a c t i v -
i t y ; t o a s s i s t t h e e m i g r a t i o n of young Jews t o I s r a e l ; t o f u r t h e r t h e development 
of Jewish a l l - d a y c l a s s e s ; t o expand t h e t e a c h i n g of modern Hebrew; t o p r e s s f o r 
u n i f i e d a c t i o n by American Jews on m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o I s r a e l ; and f i n a l l y , t o 
e s t a b l i s h an a d u l t "American Jewish Conference which w i l l s e r v e as t h e i n s t r u m e n t 
of u n i f i e d a c t i o n f o r American Jewry." 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o remember t h a t t h e NJYC i s sponsored and s u b s i d i z e d 
by t h e JIB which i s presumably n o t Z i o n i s t i n o r i e n t a t i o n . C e r t a i n l y , however, 
n e a r l y a l l of t h e JWB's you th a c t i v i t i e s a re c o n t r o l l e d by Z i o n i s t s and a r e aimed 
d i r e c t l y a t f u r t h e r i n g t h e " Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t " i d e o l o g y . 

5 . NATIONAL FEDERATION OF TEMPLE YOUTH: This a f f i l i a t e of t h e Union 
was o rgan ized t o I n c u l c a t e a l o v e of Reform Judaism i n p o s t - c o n f i r m a t i o n y o u t h . 
The NFTY i s an a d v i s o r y body which i n c l u d e s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of young p e o p l e ' s 
groups connected w i t h Union t e m p l e s • The aim i s t o h e l p t h e you th groups p l a n 
b e t t e r programs and work harmonious ly w i t h one a n o t h e r . Many of t h e NFTY's e f -
f o r t s have been e x t r e m e l y s u c c e s s f u l . They have p rov ided some b a s i c program and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l i d e a s which have a s s i s t e d t h e you th g r o u p s . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t hough , 
t h e NFTY o f t e n f a l l s i n t o t h e same t r a p w i t h o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s s e r v i n g y o u t h . 
I t i s f e l t t h a t young people must have a l l of t h e p a r a p h e r n a l i a (books , s o n g s , 
e t c . ) which t h e Z i o n i s t s produce i n o rder t o i n t e r e s t them i n t h e temple or i n 
t h e you th group i t s e l f . For example, t h e NFTY's l e a d e r s h i p i n s t i t u t e s spend a 
good d e a l of t ime t e a c h i n g I s r a e l i songs and dances as p a r t of t h e t e c h n i q u e f o r 
h o l d i n g t h e i n t e r e s t of young p e o p l e . This i s n o t t o say t h a t t h e r e have n o t 
been t r u l y r e l i g i o u s expe r i ences p rov ided a t t h e s e i n s t i t u t e s , b u t a long w i t h them 
has been inc luded t h e s e c u l a r i n d o c t r i n a t i o n which f a l l s r i g h t i n t o t h e p a t t e r n 
of " Jewish n a t i o n a l i s m . " This would be even l e s s o b j e c t i o n a b l e i f i t were e x -
p l a i n e d t h a t t h e s e n a t i o n a l i s t forms have p l ayed a r o l e i n t h e h i s t o r y of J e w s . 
There i s no such e f f o r t t o p l a c e them i n p r o p e r p e r s p e c t i v e . On t h e c o n t r a r y , 
i t i s s t r o n g l y i m p l i e d t h a t t h e s e s e c u l a r s o n g s , e t c . a re r i g h t f u l l y a p a r t of 
eve ry Jewish y o u t h ' s u p b r i n g i n g . 

 ־;$• •!/•

These a r e t h e programs t o which we o b j e c t i n va ry ing d e g r e e s . I some-
t imes t h i n k t h a t l e s s harm i s done by o u t r i g h t Z i o n i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a n by 
t h o s e groups which p r o f e s s t o be n o n - Z i o n i s t and n o n - p a r t i s a n b u t which i n c o r -
p o r a t e most of t h e e lements of Zionism i n t h e i r working program. These l a t t e r 
groups are doing us a g r e a t d i s s e r v i c e . 

The q u e s t i o n a r i s e s , what can t h e Counc i l do about t h i s ? 

I b e l i e v e t h e r e a re two t h i n g s t o be done: F i r s t , i f we a re i n d i v i d u a l 
members of any o r g a n i z a t i o n - r e l i g i o u s , s o c i a l , p o l i t i c a l - which i n c o r p o r a t e s 
" Jewish n a t i o n a l i s t " themes , we should u s e our r i g h t t o speak up a t e v e r y o p p o r -
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t u n i t y . I t h i n k t h a t t h i s needs no e l a b o r a t i o n h e r e . I t c e r t a i n l y i s a d v i s a b l e 
f o r each of us t o remain w i t h i n t h o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s and f u l l y exp re s s our v i e w s . 

There are t h i n g s which t h e Counci l can do r- and i s d o i n g . Le t me d e s c r i b e 
b r i e f l y what we i n t h e New York youth group a re a t t e m p t i n g . Le t me t e l l you how 
we s t a r t e d and how we have grown. 

E x a c t l y one y e a r ago, f o u r of us a t t e n d e d t h e Annual Conference i n Wash-
i n g t o n . We were impressed almost beyond words . We went home, t a l k e d t o our 
f r i e n d s , he ld about a dozen home meet ings and s lowly a t t r a c t e d members t o u s . We 
never expec ted a l a r g e membership - bu t we have molded an u n u s u a l l y w e l l - i n f o r m e d 
and e n t h u s i a s t i c group of young p e o p l e . Each of us knows t h e s c o r e and most of us 
a re capab le of t a l k i n g i n t e l l i g e n t l y about t h e Counc i l . We have pas sed t h e t ime 
when we shy away f rom d i s c u s s i n g t h e s u b j e c t w i t h our Z i o n i s t f r i e n d s . We a t t r i b u t e 
t h a t s u r e n e s s t o a ve ry i n t e r e s t i n g s e r i e s of open m e e t i n g s , as w e l l as t h e home 
m e e t i n g s . During t h e p a s t s i x months, we have met two and t h r e e t imes a month t o 
d i s c u s s s p e c i f i c Counci l s u b j e c t s . We have been addressed by some of t h e C o u n c i l ! s 
most d i s t i n g u i s h e d r a b b i n i c a l , l a y and p r o f e s s i o n a l Reade r s . We have made a p o i n t 
of a t t e n d i n g a l l of our New York C h a p t e r ' s f u n c t i o n s as w e l l . 

But t h e r e has been more t h a n t h i s i n d o c t r i n a t i o n . We have s e t up p r o j e c t s 
t o pu t our i d e a s t o work. For examples 

SCOPE - Our Monthly P ״־יי a p e r : As our f i r s t method of e x p r e s s i n g our i d e a s , 
we e s t a b l i s h e d t h e monthly paper c a l l e d SCOPE. The f i r s t i s s u e was so w e l l r e c e i v e d 
t h a t b a r e l y two o r t h r e e f i l e cop ies r e m a i n . As r e q u e s t s came i n f rom a l l p a r t s . o f 
t h e c o u n t r y , we s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s e d t h e p r i n t o r d e r f o r i t . Recent i s s u e s have gone 
t o a m a i l i n g l i s t of 500 p e o p l e . We have been t o l d t h a t t h e s t y l e and c o n t e n t of 
t h e paper a re f r e s h and a p p e a l i n g . I f you saw our A p r i l Foo l i s s u e , you may ag ree 
t h a t SCOPE i s p r o b a b l y t h e C o u n c i l ' s l i v e l i e s t spokesman, 

2 . CHILDREN'S COLORING BOOK OF BIBLE STORIES: We have w r i t t e n and i l -
l u s t r a t e d a book of b r i e f B i b l e t a l e s which~wi l l "be used i n t h e C o u n c i l ' s Schools 
f o r Juda i sm. We dev i sed a un ique f o r m a t . Each p i c t u r e w i l l be l e f t i n c o m p l e t e . 
The c h i l d must f i l l i n t h e c e n t r a l theme a f t e r having heard or r e a d t h e t e x t . 
Th i s , we t h i n k , w i l l make t h e book e s p e c i a l l y v a l u a b l e t o t h e t e a c h e r and p a r e n t . 
N a t u r a l l y , t h e s t o r i e s ana p i c t u r e s a re f r e e of t h e n a t i o n a l i s t c o n t e n t so o f t e n 
found even a t t h i s age l e v e l . 

3 . "HELP THE DP'S" COMMITTEE: We c o l l e c t e d toys and o t h e r a r t i c l e s and 
shipped them t o c h i l d r e n i n t h e Foehrenwaid Camp i n Germany. This i s t h e l a s t Jew-
i s h •DP camp t h e r e . I t has been l a r g e l y n e g l e c t e d by Jewish p h i l a n t h r o p i e s . 

k* WE ATTEND RELIGIOUS SERVICES: One F r i d a y a month our members v i s i t 
i n a group a d i f f e r e n t temple i n t h e c i t y . 

5 . VISIT TO ׳THE SUNDAY SCHOOL: We have observed t h e o p e r a t i o n of t h e 
W e s t c h e s t e r School f o r Juda i sm. Some of us p l a n to a s s i s t and t e a c h t h e r e i n t h e 
f a l l . 

6 . SOCIAL EVENTS: We have p u t on our own program of f o l k songs and a 
community s i n g . This i nc luded music f rom many n a t i o n s i n c l u d i n g t r a d i t i o n a l 
American songs , German, Russ ian and I s r a e l i . An adu l t member of t h e Counc i l was 
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t h e f e a t u r e d s o l o i s t . We have h e l d a number of p a r t i e s i n members' homes. We 
have a l s o r u n a summer p i c n i c du r ing which some t ime was devoted t o a Counc i l 
d i s c u s s i o n . We a re a l s o p l ann ing a dance and o t h e r s o c i a l e v e n t s . 

We a re e s t a b l i s h i n g a fo rmal o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h by- laws t o b e adopted 
t h i s J u n e . Our new board w i l l be i n s t a l l e d by one of t h e C o u n c i l ' s r a b b i s . A 
d inne r and dance w i l l f o l l o w , 

These have been t h e t h i n g s accompl ished . We a l s o look t o t h e f u t u r e ' . 

We t h i n k i t might be h e l p f u l t o i n v i t e our p a r e n t s t o a s p e c i a l mee t ing 
one day s o o n . We are t o y i n g w i t h an i d e a f o r a second book t o be used i n t h e 
Sunday s c h o o l s . We t h i n k i t might be p o s s i b l e t o photograph ce remonia l o b j e c t s 
or o t h e r observances and produce a s e r i e s of s l i d e s f o r schoo l u s e . We w i l l , 
of c o u r s e , con t inue t o dream up new ways of i n t e r e s t i n g young p e o p l e . One method 
might be t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n of a deba t i ng team which would c h a l l e n g e l o c a l t emple 
g roups , IZFA and H i l l e l , t o d i s c u s s a l l r e l a t e d s u b j e c t s . 

My prime purpose i s n o t t o o f f e r a l i s t of recommendations f o r t h i s 
m e e t i n g . I can only hope t h a t what I have s a i d w i l l a c t as a t r i g g e r t o t o u c h 
o f f a l i v e l y d i s c u s s i o n . I would l i k e t o u r g e , however, t h e c l o s e s t p o s s i b l e 
c o o p e r a t i o n from now on between a l l of t h e y o u t h groups i n t h e C o u n c i l , p o s s -
i b l y by some f o r m a l arrangement which w i l l s i m p l i f y t h e exchange of i d e a s . 
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For t h e laBt t h r e e years I have had the p l e a s u r e of r e p o r t i n g t o 
t h e annua l confe rence , t h e a c t i v i t i e s of the San Franc isco Youth Group. 
In 1951> a t Chicago, our gcoup was new, we had t w e n t y - f i v e members. 
T h e r e a f t e r , our idea took hold i n o t h e r communities. Las t year i n 
Washington our group had doubled i t s membership, b u t more impor t an t , 
we were jo ined by young people from Chicago and New York. This year 
o t h e r c i t i e s have added t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n to an ever growing l i s t . 
This i dea , germinated i n San F r a n c i s c o , has c e r t a i n l y sp read th rough-
ou t t h e coun t ry and has brought new l i f e and blood i n t o t h e Counc i l . 

This year I could t e l l you of our home meet ings , our g e n e r a l 
membership meet ings , our successes and our f a i l u r e s - - where we have 
gained and where we have f a l l e n down on the job׳. But r a t h e r , I would 
l i k e t o express my op in ions as t o what should be t h e f u n c t i o n o f a 
young p e o p l e ' s group. N a t u r a l l y t he se thoughts a r e r e l a t e d to the 
San Franc i sco s i t u a t i o n , bu t I do b e l i e v e t h a t t hey have a b a s i c v a l i d -
i t y f o r every l o c a l s i t u a t i o n . 

F i r s t , t h e young p e o p l e ' s group should be an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f t h e 
l o c a l c h a p t e r . I n San Franc i sco t h a t i s s o . We a r e w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d 
on t h e l o c a l board of d i r e c t o r s . Many members of t h e " o l d " group 
a t t e n d our g e n e r a l meet ings and most c e r t a i n l y we should and do a t t e n d 
t h e g e n e r a l chap te r mee t ings . We a r e w e l l i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e g e n e r a l 
chap te r a c t i v i t i e s . 

But a young p e o p l e ' s group, as i t s name i m p l i e s , must do more. 
I t s p r imary r eason f o r e x i s t e n c e i s t o seek ou t and in fo rm members o f 
t h e younger gene ra t ion w i t h t h e ideas and p o l i c i e s of t h e Counci l — 
c e r t a i n l y to educate t h e s e members of our s o c i e t y . This we t r y t o do 
by home meet ings , seminars , l i t e r a t u r e , speeches and, most impor t an t , 
by p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t . This we cannot do u n l e s s we educa te o u r s e l v e s 
f i r s t . We a t t empt to do t h i s by a s e r i e s of s e m i n a r - l i k e d i s c u s s i o n s 
on Judaism, Zionism and r e l a t e d s u b j e c t s . We cannot educa te o t h e r s 
u n l e s s we ou r se lve s a r e f i r s t educa ted . 

A f t e r we have s t a r t e d to educa te o u r s e l v e s , we must s e t o u t 
w i th a f e r v o r and z e a l t o make o u r s e l v e s heard b e f o r e a l l young peop le 
a t c o l l e g e s , a t community c e n t e r s , a t our co־ngregations־ This i s n o t 
e a s y . I t i s p robably our most d i f f i c u l t t a s k . Unless we do t h i s , 
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and each and e v e r y one o f us makes a de te rmined e f f o r t i n t h i s 
d i r e c t i o n , t h e r e i s no r e a s o n f o r our con t inued e x i s t e n c e . A v i s i t 
t o any H i l l e l Founda t ion , c o n g r e g a t i o n , o r community c e n t e r , 
s o r o r i t y , o r f r a t e r n i t y house w i l l demons t ra t e t h e n e e d . Or look 
a t t h e Anglo-Jewish P r e s s . We must n o t l o s e "by d e f a u l t . 

The Z i o n i s t s , a s o t h e r movements o f our t i m e , have made t h e i r 
p l a n o f a c t i o n ve ry c l e a r — c a p t u r e t h e communit ies , e s p e c i a l l y 
t h e y o u t h . Tha t i s t h e i r mode o f o p e r a t i o n . They a r e do ing t h e i r 
j o b , q u i e t l y and e f f i c i e n t l y . They t oo s u f f e r f rom i n e r t i a , b u t 
t h e r e a r e more of them — t h e y have an impass ioned p l e a , t h e y t u g 
a t our h e a r t s . Behind us we have more s u b s t a n c e — a b e l i e f i n 
Juda i sm and American democracy. 

I t seems t o me t h a t t h e Chicago Conference i n 1951 p l a c e d new 
emphasis on t h e word "Judaism" i n t h e name o f our o r g a n i z a t i o n . 
Th i s has led t o t h e r e s t a t e m e n t o f p r i n c i p l e s which we w i l l h e a r 
a t t o d a y ' s luncheon . We have hea rd r e p o r t s on t h e C o u n c i l ' s 
r e l i g i o u s s c h o o l s , i t s t e x t b o o k a n a l y s i s , s u g g e s t e d c u r r i c u l u m , 
t h e C o u n c i l ' s own books , and t h e l i k e . No longer can anyone s a y 
t h a t we a r e " n e g a t i v e " . 

We must c a r r y forward t h e march o f Juda i sm, w i t h o u t n a t i o n a l i s m , 
i n eve ry phase of our l i f e I f ״ i r m l y b e l i e v e t h a t i n t h e s e t r o u b l e d 
t imes our c o - r e l i g i o n i s t s a r e s e e k i n g a way o f l i f e t a u g h t by our 
r e l i g i o n , u n a d u l t e r a t e d w i t h any I s r a e l i n a t i o n a l i s m . I f s o , we 
must move forward and g ive i t t o them• 

* * * * 


