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In a filing this week, Trump administration lawyers said a coalition of 21
states lacked standing to sue in federal court.

' ma Andrew Richard Albanese

In an April 14 filing, the Trump Administration urged a federal court to reject a motion by 21
states to temporarily block the administration’s bid to destroy the Institute of Museum and
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Library Services, arguing that the states lack standing to pursue the case in federal court,
and portraying the dispute over the administration’s mass firings and canceled grants as
little more than a contract dispute.

“Some states assert that specific federal grants have been terminated; others anticipate
grants may not be renewed; still others complain of anticipated increased costs in the
resolution of their labor disputes,” the filing states. "Article Ill does not permit litigation via
such broad strokes... For each form of relief they seek—and as to each Defendant—Plaintiffs
must demonstrate their standing. This, Plaintiffs cannot do.”

The filing goes on to argue that any disputes over funding halted by the president must be
litigated in the Court of Federal Claims, and that any “personnel claims, like employee
terminations and reductions in force,” must first be litigated before “Congressionally
designated entities" before they can reach federal court. “Plaintiffs cannot jump the line,”
government lawyers argue.
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The filing comes after a coalition of 21 state attorneys on April 4 filed an emergency action in

federal court in Rhode Island seeking a preliminary injunction to block the Trump

administration’s bid to shutter the Institute of Museum and Library Services as well as six
other agencies as outlined in a March 14 executive order.

The seven-count complaint argues that the administration’s order and the actions it has
since taken to implement it, including the firing of 85% of IMLS staff, are blatantly
unconstitutional. "Whatever the President’s policy preferences, he cannot override the
congressional enactments that authorize federal agencies, appropriate funds for them to
administer, and define how they must operate,” the suit argues.

But in response, the government characterizes its actions as a contract dispute, and argues
that under the Tucker Act, the states cannot sue in federal court.
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"For purposes of the Tucker Act, Plaintiffs' grant agreements are contracts because they set
out obligations that must be fulfilled in exchange for consideration from the government.
Indeed, Congress has made clear that any funds disbursed to grantees like Plaintiffs are
paid via grant agreements, i.e. contracts, between the subject agencies and the grantees,”
the filing asserts. But Congress did not “directly appropriate funds to the states,” the filing
explains, but rather authorized federal agencies to issue grants. “Those grants are
contracts, and suits challenging their termination—and Plaintiffs’ demand that the
government keep paying funds out from these terminated grants—belong in the Court of
Federal Claims.”

The plaintiff states are now set to file a response to the government’s brief by April 16, with a
hearing_on the motion for a preliminary injunction set to be heard in federal court in Rhode
Island on April 18 before Chief Judge John J. McConnell,_Jr.

Notably, in a previous suit, McConnell, an Obama appointee, already issued one injunction

blocking the Trump Administration’s attempt to freeze as much as $3 trillion in federal

funding for programs because they may not comply with the administration’s ideology.

READ NEXT

The Queue: Library News for the Week Ending April 18

Among the week's headlines: while fighting in court to save IMLS, ALA is
also rallying library advocates to push Congress for FY 2026 funding; a
Michigan court rules against book bans; the library world mourns Cliff
Lynch; and the second Indelib Forum takes place in New York.

18 APR 2025

Hearing Set in ALA Lawsuit to Block IMLS Destruction
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>

The schedule appears to accommodate an ALA request that the court
rule by May 4, which ALA lawyers cite as the date a ‘'mass termination” of
IMLS staff is reportedly set to take effect.

18 APR 2025
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‘Palpably lllegal’: State Attorneys Fire Back at Trump Administration’s
Shaky Defense of IMLS Closure

‘At bottom, the situation is simple, attorneys argued in an April 16 filing.
‘The President issued an executive order so illegal that Defendants
cannot defend it on the merits.

16 APR 2025
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