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One big overdue fee: AG Campbell sues Trump
admin over library cuts, including $3.6M for
Mass.
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By John L. Micek | jmicek@masslive.com

So this is what it sounds like when 20 state attorneys general “shush” you.

Massachusetts Attorney General Andrea J. Campbell took the Trump administration to
court on Friday to block the White House’s efforts to dismantle the federal agency that
provides funding and support for public libraries and museums nationwide.

The lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Rhode Island, names President Donald Trump
and a host of administration officials as defendants.

The Republican signed an executive order last month dismantling the federal agencies
that collectively provide hundreds of millions of dollars for library and museum
programming in every state.

As a result, the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) – one of the targeted
agencies – placed nearly all of its staff on administrative leave and said it would cut
hundreds of grants for state libraries and museums.

The IMLS said it awarded $266 million in grants and research last year, NPR reported.

That includes the Bay State, which gets $3.6 million in federal funding for library services,
funneled through the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners, WBUR-FM
reported.

"From the Berkshires to Boston, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts is home to some of
the best public libraries and museums in the country that employ residents, provide
educational opportunities and resources, and drive our creative economy,” Campbell said
in a statement.

Local libraries mostly depend on property taxes for their funding. Nonetheless, they
depend on federal money to pay for such statewide services as databases and e-books,
WBUR-FM reported.

Without that money, libraries couldn’t afford such services on their own, and the state
could not make up the difference, the station reported.

The Elon Musk-helmed Department of Government Efficiency paid a visit to the Institute
of Museum and Library Services two weeks ago, installing a new director, who said he
planned to “[steer] this organization in lockstep,” with the administration’s cost-cutting
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measures.

“It is an honor to be directed by President Trump to lead this important organization in its
mission to advance, support, and empower America’s museums and libraries, which
stand as cornerstones of learning and culture in our society. I am committed to steering
this organization in lockstep with this administration to enhance efficiency and foster
innovation,” the agency’s acting director, Keith E. Sonderling, said in a statement.

Sonderling said he would “revitalize” the agency and “restore focus on patriotism,
ensuring we preserve our country’s core values, promote American exceptionalism, and
cultivate love of country in future generations.”

On Friday, Campbell said she and her colleagues “once again have to hold the Trump
administration accountable for unlawful actions directed at our economy and cultural
institutions.”

The legal action also seeks to halt the White House’s efforts to dismantle agencies — the
Minority Business Development Agency, and Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service,
which promotes peaceful resolution of labor disputes.

In their court filing, Campbell and her colleagues argued that the executive order violates
federal law and the U.S. Constitution by “eliminating the programs of agencies without
any regard for the laws and regulations that govern each source of federal funding.

Trump cannot “decide to unilaterally override laws governing federal spending, and that
this Executive Order unconstitutionally overrides Congress’s power to decide how federal
funds are spent,” the coalition of attorneys general said in their joint statement.

Campbell was joined in the legal action by attorneys general from New York, Rhode
Island, and Hawaii, who are leading it, in addition to the attorneys general of Arizona,
California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, Michigan,
Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, Oregon, Vermont, Washington, and
Wisconsin.
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