4/19/25, 8:43 PM

Students Sue Department of Defense Schools Over Book Removals | Censorship News | School Library Journal

School

Library

Journal
News & Reviews+ School Censorship Public Classroom
Features Libraries Libraries

Reasons to Love
Libraries

Students Sue Department of Defense
Schools Over Book Removals |
Censorship News

by SLJ Staff
Apr 17,2025 | Filed in News & Features @ 0

CENSORSHIP B N 5

Students at Pentagon Schools Sue Over Book Bans on Race and Gender | The Guardian

Twelve students studying in Pentagon schools in the U.S. and around the world are suing the
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA)—the federal school system that runs schools for
children of U.S. military members—Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth, and DoDEA director Beth
Schiavino-Narvaez, over the removal of titles on race and gender from their libraries. A lawsuit
lodged on the students’ behalf by the American Civil Liberties Union on Tuesday argues that their
First Amendment rights are being irreparably harmed. The complaint says that the censorship has
been applied system-wide across Pentagon schools, and is endangering children by preventing them
from learning critical information about health, hygiene, biology, and abuse.

Mississippi Orders Deletion of Race and Gender Databases in State Libraries | The Guardian

:k unlimited access to our award-winning coverage.

SUBSCRIBE

https://www.slj.com/story/newsfeatures/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News

1/4


https://www.slj.com/author?query=SLJ%20Staff
https://www.slj.com/section/News%20%26%20Features
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.slj.com/story/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.slj.com/story/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News
https://bsky.app/?text=Article:https://www.slj.com/story/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News%20-%20Students%20Sue%20Department%20of%20Defense%20Schools%20Over%20Book%20Removals%20%7C%20Censorship%20News
https://bsky.app/?text=Article:https://www.slj.com/story/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News%20-%20Students%20Sue%20Department%20of%20Defense%20Schools%20Over%20Book%20Removals%20%7C%20Censorship%20News
mailto:?Subject=&Body=..%20Read%20more%20in%20https://www.slj.com/story/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News
mailto:?Subject=&Body=..%20Read%20more%20in%20https://www.slj.com/story/Students-Department-Defense-Schools-Sue-Over-Book-Removals-Censorship-News
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/15/pentagon-school-students-sue-hegseth-book-bans
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/15/pentagon-school-students-sue-hegseth-book-bans
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/15/pentagon-school-students-sue-hegseth-book-bans
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/11/mississippi-libraries-race-gender-databases
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/11/mississippi-libraries-race-gender-databases
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2025/apr/11/mississippi-libraries-race-gender-databases
https://www.slj.com/section/Industry%20News
https://www.slj.com/story/Sit-Up-Straight-Love-Each-Other-Read-More-Feedback-libraries-censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/Sit-Up-Straight-Love-Each-Other-Read-More-Feedback-libraries-censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/Sit-Up-Straight-Love-Each-Other-Read-More-Feedback-libraries-censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/Sit-Up-Straight-Love-Each-Other-Read-More-Feedback-libraries-censorship
https://www.slj.com/section/Censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/Amicus-Briefs-Filed-SCOTUS-Hearing-LGBTQIA-Books-Curriculum-News-Bites
https://www.slj.com/story/Amicus-Briefs-Filed-SCOTUS-Hearing-LGBTQIA-Books-Curriculum-News-Bites
https://www.slj.com/story/Amicus-Briefs-Filed-SCOTUS-Hearing-LGBTQIA-Books-Curriculum-News-Bites
https://www.slj.com/story/Amicus-Briefs-Filed-SCOTUS-Hearing-LGBTQIA-Books-Curriculum-News-Bites
https://www.slj.com/story/Amicus-Briefs-Filed-SCOTUS-Hearing-LGBTQIA-Books-Curriculum-News-Bites
https://www.slj.com/story/Amicus-Briefs-Filed-SCOTUS-Hearing-LGBTQIA-Books-Curriculum-News-Bites
https://www.slj.com/section/Censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/the-truth-Behind-the-Censorship-Numbers-state-Americas-Libraries-Report
https://www.slj.com/story/the-truth-Behind-the-Censorship-Numbers-state-Americas-Libraries-Report
https://www.slj.com/story/the-truth-Behind-the-Censorship-Numbers-state-Americas-Libraries-Report
https://www.slj.com/story/the-truth-Behind-the-Censorship-Numbers-state-Americas-Libraries-Report
https://www.slj.com/story/the-truth-Behind-the-Censorship-Numbers-state-Americas-Libraries-Report
https://www.slj.com/story/the-truth-Behind-the-Censorship-Numbers-state-Americas-Libraries-Report
https://www.slj.com/section/Censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/story/North-Carolina-Bill-aims-to-Charge-Librarians-Exposing-Minors-Harmful-Materials-Performances-Censorship-News
https://www.slj.com/section/Censorship
https://www.slj.com/story/All-Boys-Arent-Blue-Tops-Top-10-List-Most-Challenged-Books-2024
https://www.slj.com/story/All-Boys-Arent-Blue-Tops-Top-10-List-Most-Challenged-Books-2024
https://www.slj.com/story/All-Boys-Arent-Blue-Tops-Top-10-List-Most-Challenged-Books-2024
https://www.slj.com/story/All-Boys-Arent-Blue-Tops-Top-10-List-Most-Challenged-Books-2024
https://www.slj.com/story/All-Boys-Arent-Blue-Tops-Top-10-List-Most-Challenged-Books-2024
https://www.slj.com/page/subscribe/indv?utm_source=NativeBrandSite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Subscribe_202007&utm_term=AdSet1&utm_content=Desktop_Half_Barrier_A
https://www.slj.com/page/subscribe/indv?utm_source=NativeBrandSite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Subscribe_202007&utm_term=AdSet1&utm_content=Desktop_Half_Barrier_A
https://www.slj.com/page/subscribe/indv?utm_source=NativeBrandSite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Subscribe_202007&utm_term=AdSet1&utm_content=Desktop_Half_Barrier_A
https://www.slj.com/page/subscribe/indv?utm_source=NativeBrandSite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Subscribe_202007&utm_term=AdSet1&utm_content=Desktop_Half_Barrier_A
https://www.slj.com/page/subscribe/indv?utm_source=NativeBrandSite&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=Subscribe_202007&utm_term=AdSet1&utm_content=Desktop_Half_Barrier_A

4/19/25, 8:43 PM

Students Sue Department of Defense Schools Over Book Removals | Censorship News | School Library Journal

and has ‘had a reconsideration of everything with regard to’ Doge. The commission’s executive
director, Hulen Bivins, confirmed the deletion to the Guardian, and said, “We may lose a lot of
materials.”

Pennsylvania District School Board Could Return Banned Books to the High School Library | The
Philadelphia Inquirer [via MSN

The Radnor Township (PA) School District school board is considering eliminating the ability for

parents to formally challenge library books—and possibly restoring three books that were recently
banned from Radnor High School in Wayne, PA—amid backlash over the district’s decision to

remove books following a parent’s complaints. At a policy committee meeting for the district, some
board members said they were interested in striking the district’s challenge policy, rather than revising
it.

New Delaware Bill Addresses Attempts to Ban Books at Libraries | WDEL

A new bill is designed to curtail book banning in Delaware public libraries and public

school libraries. House Bill 119 is known as the Freedom to Read Act. Public schools and libraries
would be required to adopt policies in developing their collections that prohibit the removal of
materials based on an author's background or for partisan, ideological, or religious objections. The
legislation sets up a clear review procedure for challenging or removing materials.

Arkansas Senate Rejects Bill to Require School Librarians to Lock Materials Away from Kids |
Arkansas Times

In a legislative session that has seen more than its share of bills targeting librarians and libraries, it
was somewhat surprising that the Arkansas Senate voted down a bill that would have required
librarians in public schools to keep certain “sexual” materials locked away from children in grades
kindergarten through fifth grade. Even more surprising, it was library foe Sen. Dan Sullivan who led
Republican pushback against the bill. House Bill 1646 would require librarians in schools with K-5
students to “store non-age-appropriate sexual content ... in a locked compartment within a designated
area.” The bill defines “non-age-appropriate sexual content” as “any materials that include explicit
instruction, promotion, or advocacy of sexual ideology, behaviors, or orientations that are not
developmentally appropriate for kindergarten through grade five (K-5) students.”

Bill Restricting Explicit Books in Libraries Heads to North Dakota Governor’s Desk | KFYR
A bill impacting libraries in North Dakota passed and awaits Governor Kelly Armstrong’s signature

despite the Appropriations Committee’s recommendation to defeat it. The bill states that any book
deemed sexually explicit or obscene must be placed in an area not accessible to children. Libraries
that fail to do so could lose their public funding or risk prosecution. It also requires that online
resources provided through libraries be regulated to prevent minors from accessing anything
considered adult material. Public and school libraries will now need to prepare for their implications.

Appeals Court Tosses Lawsuit to Ban ‘Pornographic’ Books from Michigan District | Wood TV
A lawsuit filed against Rockford (MI) Public Schools (RPS) over 14 library books described as
“sexually explicit” has been dismissed by the Court of Appeals. In the ruling, the State of Michigan

Court of Appeals upheld the Kent County Circuit Court’s October 2023 dismissal of the lawsuit
against RPS by a group called “Parents and Taxpayers Against Pornography in Rockford Public
Schools.”

Censorship News censorship book bans Department of Defense Education Activity DoDEA
U.S. military members Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth Beth Schiavino-Narvaez American Civil Liberties Union
ACLU Rockford Public Schools Michigan North Dakota Delaware Radnor Township School District
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Kara Yorio
From the loss of Hoopla, databases, and Wi-Fi hotspots to the closing of rural branches, librarians do
end of IMLS funding.
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Teaching Research Skills Through Game Theory and a Murder
Mystery
Tobye Ertelt

In an attempt to make teaching research skills less

CENSORSHIP

North Carolina Bill Aims To Charge Librarians for Exposing Minors to "Ha
Performances" | Censorship News

SLJ Staff

In the latest censorship legislation tracker, North Carolina moves to charge librarians with a Class 11
seeks to make it easier to remove books and punish schools, while Nevada and Colorado legislators t
INDUSTRY NEWS

Projects, Resources to Engage Kids in the Wonders of Bird Migration

. Tiffany Coulson

U Birding is a great way for students and teachers to connect with nature. From citizen science projects
books galore—the resources here will help kids learn about our avian friends.
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