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Pentagon schools’ book removals continue; campaign to support the reinstatement 

federal funding for libraries
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The logo for the American Library Association #ForOurLibraries campaign

Hi Friends,

Today’s Good Friday, which despite its name, is the most solemn day in the Christia
calendar. If you are a celebrant, I know you’re looking forward to the light that follo
the darkness. Here’s to things hoped for.

VICTORIA WADDLE
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For me, the biggest book news of the week is that the U.S. military school are movin
forward with more book purges. Also the American Library Association has begun 
“Show up for our Libraries” campaign to support the reinstatement of federal fundi
for libraries. You can find ideas on making your voice heard at
https://www.ala.org/advocacy/show-up-for-our-libraries.

The Truth Behind the Censorship Numbers in the State of America’s Libraries
Report from School Library Journal

Students at Pentagon schools sue Hegseth over book bans on race and gender from
The Guardian

Twelve students studying in Pentagon schools in the US and around the world ar
suing the defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, over the book bans he has instigated t
remove titles on race and gender from their libraries.

A lawsuit lodged on the students’ behalf by the American Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU) on Tuesday argues that their first amendment rights are being irreparab
harmed. The complaint says that the censorship has been applied system-wide
across Pentagon schools, and was endangering children by preventing them from
learning critical information about health, hygiene, biology and abuse.

US army and air force libraries ordered to comb stacks for books related to DEI fr
The Guardian

US army and air force libraries have been told to go through their stacks to find
books related to diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI), according to new memos

A look at the 2024 book challenge and ban
numbers

Book purges at U.S. military schools
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obtained by the Associated Press.

The orders from service leaders come about two weeks after the US Naval Acade
in Annapolis, Maryland, removed nearly 400 books from its library after being to
by the office of the defense secretary, Pete Hegseth, to get rid of those that prom
DEI.

The latest army and air force orders are part of the Trump administration’s far-
reaching efforts to purge so-called DEI content from federal agencies.
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One idea of the #ForOurLibraries campaign is to write letters to the editors of your
local newspaper. I was happy to see two letters to the editors of the LA Times by
librarians I am familiar with. One taught a class I took in the Cal State San Jose

MLS program; another was a longtime leader in the CA School Library Association
before retiring.

Book bans in Tennessee
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ACLU of Tennessee Files Lawsuit on Behalf of PEN America and Families to Hal
Book Bans in Rutherford County, TN Schools from PEN America

(NASHVILLE, TN)—Today [4-16-2025], the American Civil Liberties Union of
Tennessee, along with attorney Kerry Knox, filed a lawsuit on behalf of three
Rutherford County families and PEN America against the Rutherford County Bo
of Education, in response to the banning and restriction of more than 145 books
from school libraries in the county. The three families, who are anonymous, inclu
two rising freshmen and a rising senior who will attend Rutherford County scho
next year. PEN America, a national writers and free expression organization, join
the lawsuit on behalf of its author members, 32 of whom have had a total of 53
books banned or restricted by the Rutherford County school board….

The Rutherford County school board began banning materials in the spring of 20
through informal requests by school board members, initially without any public
meeting or vote of the board. By September 2024, members of the board indicate
that rather than reading the books they were banning, they had begun to rely alm
exclusively on a website and a rating system created by individuals associated wi
the far-right organization Moms for Liberty to target books for removal. The
website gives books poor ratings if they include LGBTQ+ characters; “racial, soc
or religious commentary” the organization considers “controversial;” profanity; a
nudity; among other characteristics. …

PEN America’s affected author members include Laurie Halse Anderson, Jesse
Andrews, Elana K. Arnold, Jay Asher, Margaret Atwood, Judy Blume, Deb Calett
Mary H.K. Choi, Mike Curato, Jessie Ann Foley, E.R. Frank, Alex Gino, John Gre
Jenny Han, Ellen Hopkins, Khaled Hosseini, George M. Johnson, Brian Katcher,
Rupi Kaur, A.S. King, Jean Kwok, Malinda Lo, Gregory Maguire, Mindy McGinn
Casey McQuiston, Preston Norton, Ashley Hope Pérez, Jodi Picoult, Amy Reed,
Rainbow Rowell, Cory Silverberg and Angie Thomas.
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A complete list of the books that have been banned by the Rutherford County Bo
of Education can be found at: https://www.rcschools.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?
uREC_ID=525032&type=d&pREC_ID=2636708

Authors Speak Up About Their Books Being Misrepresented in a Lawsuit Headed
the Supreme Court from PEN America

“The books cited in this case are short picture books that take only a few minute
read,” said [Robin Stevenson, author of the picture book Pride Puppy]. “I would
encourage people to do that rather than forming opinions based on what they ha
read online.”

Thanks for reading Be a Cactus! Subscribe for

free to receive new posts and support my work.

3 Likes ∙ 1 Restack

Discussion about this post

alexisadurante@gmail.com Subscribe

Previous

Write a comment...

13hKevin C Stories I Tell Myself

Comments Restacks

4/19/25, 8:49 PM Library and Banned Books News 4-18-25 - by Victoria Waddle

https://victoriawaddle.substack.com/p/library-and-banned-books-news-4-18?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email&utm_content=share 6/7

https://www.rcschools.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=525032&type=d&pREC_ID=2636708
https://www.rcschools.net/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=525032&type=d&pREC_ID=2636708
https://pen.org/authors-speak-up-about-their-books-being-misrepresented-in-a-lawsuit-headed-to-the-supreme-court/
https://pen.org/authors-speak-up-about-their-books-being-misrepresented-in-a-lawsuit-headed-to-the-supreme-court/
https://substack.com/note/p-161653672/restacks?utm_source=substack&utm_content=facepile-restacks
https://victoriawaddle.substack.com/p/library-and-banned-books-news-4-18/comment/110309279
https://substack.com/profile/112020859-kevin-c?utm_source=substack-feed-item
https://storiesbykevin.substack.com/?utm_content=comment_metadata&utm_source=substack-feed-item


1 more comment...

Liked by Victoria Waddle

1 reply by Victoria Waddle

Thanks for this reminder of the threat to libraries. It's easy to forget an executive order from a

month ago with all that's happened since.
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