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Trump admin. sued over dismantling of
Institute of Museum and Library
Services

By Darryl Coote

   

Protesters march down Fifth Avenue outside of the New York Public Library at the

"Hands Off New York City Fights Back Rally" on Saturday, in New York City. On

Monday, a lawsuit was filed seeking to stop the Trump administration from

dismantling the Institute of Museum and Library Services. Photo by Peter Foley/UPI |
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April 7 (UPI) -- Unions representing libraries, librarians and

federal workers sued the Trump administration on Monday to

stop its dismantling of the Institute of Museum and Library

Services, as they accused the federal government of usurping

Congress's power.
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The IMLS is a little-known independent agency of the federal

government that offers grants to libraries and museums across

the country. It also conducts research and develops policies.

Congress, which created the agency in 1996, appropriated

$294.8 million to IMLS through Sept. 30.

Last month, President Donald Trump signed an executive order

calling the IMLS, as well as a handful of other independent

agencies, "unnecessary" and directed for it to be "eliminated to

the maximum extent."

Since then, the Department of Government efficiency, a

temporary organization, sent the vast majority of IMLS' 75-

member workforce termination letters and canceled statutory

grants to several state libraries.
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The lawsuit filed Monday by Democracy Forward on behalf of

the American Library Association and the American Federation

of State, County and Municipal Employees, accuses the Trump

administration of governmental overreach, saying the IMLS

was created by Congress, which is the only entity that can

lawfully dismantle it.

"It is only a matter of time before defendants cancel en masse

IMLS grants that fund activities at libraries across the country,"

the lawsuit states. "Even if grants are not canceled, the

severely reduced workforce will not be able to effectively and

timely process grant payments and applications."

According to the lawsuit, without grant funding or IMLS staff,

local and state libraries will suffer irreparable harm as they will

not be able to pay vendors or staff. The cuts and reduction in

staff will also impact IMLS' ability to provide day-to-day

services and advice to libraries across the country.

"Defendants took these actions to dismantle IMLS, and they

were taken without congressional authorization. Congress is

the only entity that may lawfully dismantle the agency, not the

President and certainly not DOGE," it states.

Since returning to the White House on Jan. 20, Trump has

sought to reduce the size of the federal government while
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consolidating what remains under him. Dozens of lawsuits have

been filed to stop the mass firings and dismantling of federal

agencies by DOGE.

The lawsuit filed Monday seeks a preliminary injunction,

forcing the Trump administration to reverse the actions it has

already taken against IMLS and to stop further dissolution of

the agency.

"Libraries are vital for people and communities across our

nation. Attacking libraries and those who ensure the continuity

of their services is yet another move by the Trump

administration that does nothing to make Americans' lives

better or easier," Skye Perryman, president and CEO of

Democracy Forward, said in a statement.

"Reducing IMLS workforce would undermine the agency's

ability to faithfully execute its legal obligation and harm the

operations of libraries."
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Keystone Pipeline in N.D. shut

down after reports of 'bang,' spilled

oil in field

April 8 (UPI) -- The Keystone Pipeline in North Dakota

was shut down Tuesday after reports of a "bang" and

spilled oil, according to officials.

U.S. News // 1 hour ago

Supreme Court allows Trump

administration firing of

probationary federal workers

April 8 (UPI) -- The Trump administration does not have

to reinstate some 16,000 fired federal probationary

employees pending the outcome of a federal case in

northern California, the Supreme Court ruled on

Tuesday.

U.S. News // 2 hours ago

Man pleads guilty to assassination

plot against Brett Kavanaugh

April 8 (UPI) -- The California man accused of the

intended assassination of Supreme Court Justice Brett

M. Kavanaugh received his sentencing date Tuesday.
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U.S. News // 3 hours ago

DHS revokes legal status for nearly

1M migrants who entered U.S.

under Biden's CBP One app

April 8 (UPI) -- The U.S. Department of Homeland

Security is revoking the legal status for hundreds of

thousands of migrants in the United States under a

Biden era app known as CBP One, threatening arrest

and deportation.

U.S. News // 3 hours ago

Dow rises more than 900 points in

broad market rebound

April 8 (UPI) -- The U.S. Stock Market is up Tuesday,

after investors rode out a Monday when numbers were

headed into bear market territory.

U.S. News // 3 days ago

Organizers say millions turn out for

anti-Trump 'Hands Off' rallies

nationwide

April 5 (UPI) -- More than 500,000 people across the

United States showed up to protests of President

Donald Trump's "authoritarian overreach and

billionaire-backed agenda" at more than 1,400 events

nationwide.

U.S. News // 7 hours ago

Meta adds 'Teen Accounts' to

Facebook, blocks teen

livestreaming on all platforms

April 8 (UPI) -- Meta has added restrictions to

Instagram and Facebook that will get parents more

involved with their teenager's accounts.

U.S. News // 7 hours ago

South Sudan says it rejected U.S.

deportee because he was from

DRC

April 8 (UPI) -- South Sudan says the revocation of U.S.

visas for all its nationals is incorrectly based on an

incident that involved the citizen of a different African

country.

U.S. News // 14 hours ago

Rep. Donald Norcross hospitalized

following medical emergency

April 8 (UPI) -- Rep. Donald Norcross, a Democrat from

New Jersey, has been hospitalized in North Carolina

after suffering a "medical event" over the weekend, his

office said.

4/8/25, 4:09 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services - UPI.com

https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/07/Trump-sued-libraries/8621744079992/ 4/6

https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/08/Homeland-Security-deport-CBP-One-Trump-Noem/6051744126275/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/08/stock-market-rise-Trump-bear-market/3931744126880/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/05/anti-Trump-protests-nationwide/6321743859607/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/08/Instagram-Facebook-teen-account-parent-permission/8781744115256/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/08/South-Sudan-deport-visa-revoke/8401744112006/
https://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2025/04/08/Donald-Norcross-hospitalized/9451744088030/


U.S. News // 15 hours ago

Highly invasive wood-boring beetle

intercepted at U.S. border

April 7 (UPI) -- A highly invasive wood-boring beetle

was intercepted last month by U.S. border agents

before it could damage forests and ecosystems,

Customs and Border Protection announced Monday.
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