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Protesters march down Fifth Avenue outside of the New York Public Library at the "Hands Off New York City
Fights Back Rally" on Saturday, in New York City. On Monday, a lawsuit was filed seeking to stop the Trump  ..More

April 7 (UPI) -- Unions representing libraries, librarians and federal workers sued
the Trump administration on Monday to stop its dismantling of the Institute of
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Museum and Library Services, as they accused the federal government of
usurping Congress's power.

The IMLS is a little-known independent agency of the federal government that
offers grants to libraries and museums across the country. It also conducts
research and develops policies. Congress, which created the agency in 1996,
appropriated $294.8 million to IMLS through Sept. 30.

Last month, President Donald Trump signed an executive order calling the IMLS,
as well as a handful of other independent agencies, "unnecessary" and directed
for it to be "eliminated to the maximum extent."

ADVERTISEMENT

Since then, the Department of Government efficiency, a temporary organization,
sent the vast majority of IMLS' 75-member workforce termination letters and
canceled statutory grants to several state libraries.

The lawsuit filed Monday by Democracy Forward on behalf of the American
Library Association and the American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, accuses the Trump administration of governmental
overreach, saying the IMLS was created by Congress, which is the only entity
that can lawfully dismantle it.

"It is only a matter of time before defendants cancel en masse IMLS grants that

fund activities at libraries across the country,” the lawsuit states. "Even if grants

are not canceled, the severely reduced workforce will not be able to effectively
and timely process grant payments and applications.”

According to the lawsuit, without grant funding or IMLS staff, local and state
libraries will suffer irreparable harm as they will not be able to pay vendors or
staff. The cuts and reduction in staff will also impact IMLS' ability to provide day-
to-day services and advice to libraries across the country.

ADVERTISEMENT
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"Defendants took these actions to dismantle IMLS, and they were taken without
congressional authorization. Congress is the only entity that may lawfully
dismantle the agency, not the President and certainly not DOGE," it states.

Since returning to the White House on Jan. 20, Trump has sought to reduce the
size of the federal government while consolidating what remains under him.
Dozens of lawsuits have been filed to stop the mass firings and dismantling of
federal agencies by DOGE.

The lawsuit filed Monday seeks a preliminary injunction, forcing the Trump
administration to reverse the actions it has already taken against IMLS and to
stop further dissolution of the agency.

"Libraries are vital for people and communities across our nation. Attacking
libraries and those who ensure the continuity of their services is yet another
move by the Trump administration that does nothing to make Americans' lives
better or easier," Skye Perryman, president and CEO of Democracy Forward,
said in a statement.

"Reducing IMLS workforce would undermine the agency's ability to faithfully
execute its legal obligation and harm the operations of libraries."

CO View comments (2)

Terms and Privacy Policy Privacy Dashboard About Our Ads

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039 .html 3/10


https://www.yahoo.com/
https://www.justsecurity.org/107087/tracker-litigation-legal-challenges-trump-administration/
https://www.afscme.org/press/releases/2025/american-library-association-afscme-challenge-trump-administration-gutting-of-institute-of-museum-and-library-services
https://guce.yahoo.com/terms?locale=en-US
https://guce.yahoo.com/privacy-policy?locale=en-US
https://guce.yahoo.com/privacy-dashboard?locale=en-US
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039.html



https://www.yahoo.com/

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039.html



https://www.yahoo.com/

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039.html



https://www.yahoo.com/

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039.html



https://www.yahoo.com/

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039.html 8/10


https://www.yahoo.com/

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039.html 9/10


https://www.yahoo.com/

4/8/25,4:10 PM Trump administration sued over dismantling of Institute of Museum and Library Services

yahoo/news

Yahoo! Health

us Science
Politics The 360

2024 Election Contact Us
World Originals
Terms and Privacy Policy About Us
Privacy Dashboard About Our Ads
Help Site Map
Share Your Feedback

X f © @ ¢

© 2025 Yahoo. All rights reserved.

https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-administration-sued-over-dismantling-034852039 .html

10/10


https://www.yahoo.com/news/
https://x.com/yahoonews
https://x.com/yahoonews
https://facebook.com/YahooNews
https://facebook.com/YahooNews
https://instagram.com/yahoonews
https://instagram.com/yahoonews
https://www.youtube.com/c/yahoonews
https://www.youtube.com/c/yahoonews
https://www.tiktok.com/@yahoonews
https://www.tiktok.com/@yahoonews
https://www.yahoo.com/
https://yahoo.com/news/us/
https://yahoo.com/news/politics/
https://www.yahoo.com/election/
https://yahoo.com/news/world/
https://yahoo.com/news/health/
https://yahoo.com/news/science/
https://yahoo.com/news/tagged/360/
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/204992-us-news
https://yahoo.com/news/originals/
https://guce.yahoo.com/terms?locale=en-US
https://guce.yahoo.com/privacy-policy?locale=en-US
https://guce.yahoo.com/privacy-dashboard?locale=en-US
https://help.yahoo.com/kb/account
https://yahoo.uservoice.com/forums/204992-us-news
https://www.yahooinc.com/about/
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://news.yahoo.com/sitemap

