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On Friday night, March 14, President

Trump issued an Executive Order that _;

L , 28 _INSTITUTE of
called for the elimination of the Institute - e, Museumandlerary
of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) % SERVICES

and six other agencies. In FY24, the

IMLS budget was $294.8 million, of which more than $211 million was
dedicated to library services through the Library Services Technology Act
(LSTA), the leading source of federal funding for America’s libraries.

According to a statement from the American Library Association (ALA),

“Libraries translate .003 percent of the federal budget into programs and
services used by more than 1.2 billion people each year.”

The mission of the IMLS is “to advance, support, and empower America’s
museums, libraries, and related organizations through grantmaking,
research, and policy development.” Its largest program, the Grants to
States Program, allocates federal funding to State Library Administrative
Agencies, which use those funds to support statewide services and/or to
distribute through subgrant competitions to public, academic, school, and
special libraries in each state. A sampling of the programs recently funded
through IMLS grants includes a collaboration between Arizona State
University and its state library with SciStarter to scale library-based STEM
services that connect project scientists to citizen scientists; funding to the
Tonkawa Tribe of Oklahoma for a library computer lab and afterschool
tutoring for children; planning and management tools for small and rural
libraries in Florida and Texas facing natural disasters; California’s Veterans
Connect @ the Library program, which educates vets and their families
about benefits, including pensions and employment. IMLS provides a_
state-by-state breakdown of its funding allocations.

Beyond project grants, IMLS funding supports the work of state library
agencies. For example, according to a FY 2023-24 report from the

Colorado State lerary, IMLS funds comprlsed nearly 60 percent of the

state TISTTy s Sparaliny BUGK U OBl 5P eR R 2 AN A DinmiSg verage:

as well as statewide services such as the Colorado Talking Book Library,
SUBSCRIBE

which supplies audio, Braille, and large print books for people with print
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disabilities. “Every State Library Agency is committed to serving the
residents of their state with effective and impactful library services," said
Jeremy Johannesen, executive director of COSLA (Chief Officers of State
Library Agencies). “This Executive Order runs entirely counter to
COSLA's recently released Statement of Core Values. It will be difficult for
our nation’s state libraries to successfully advance their missions should
Federal funding be eliminated.”

One avenue that COSLA, as well as EveryLibrary and other library
advocates, is pursuing is to determine which IMLS programs are statutory
obligations and which may be considered discretionary. This distinction is
relevant, as the Executive Order calls for the “non-statutory components
and functions” of the affected agencies to “be eliminated to the maximum
extent consistent with applicable law.” EveryLibrary, in a recent statement,
asserts that “Congress was very clear in the 2018 Museum and Library
Services Act that IMLS is statutorily required (by Sec 9133 of the law) to
send federal funding to state libraries under the Grants to States
program.”

Without the federal funding provided by IMLS, the valuable programs and
services that libraries deliver to their communities are at risk. As for
current IMLS staff, the future is uncertain. The Executive Order directs the
agency to “reduce the performance of their statutory functions and
associated personnel to the minimum presence and function required by
law.” A spokesperson from IMLS could not be reached for comment.

ALA President Cindy Hohl weighed in shortly after the EO was ordered
with ALA’s call to action. “This is a time for unity. As a community of library
and information professionals, we must face these threats by showing up
together—library workers, friends, trustees and public supporters—to
advocate for our patrons, our profession, and our core values. The
existential threats we're facing now call us to draw on our greatest power:
library stories that touch hearts and change minds, especially for
decisionmakers. We ask you to call members of Congress to tell those
powerful stories that show the true importance of our libraries.”

ALA, EveryLibrary, and scores of library advocates took to social media
over the weekend to encourage citizens to call their members of
CongratssHgernaw teumack Holimited areass tescawarihyimingroverage.

that IMLS makes available about its work—which the Data Rescue Project
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recently scraped and saved—can help to highlight the impact that a small

line item in the enormous federal budget can have on people and places
across the nation.

N7 Hallie Rich
Hallie Rich

hrich@mediasourceinc.com

Hallie Rich is Editor-in-Chief of Library Journal.
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The Griffin Sisters’ Greatest Hits by Jennifer Weiner leads holds as National Library Week
kicks off with Right To Read Day. Also in demand are titles by Nita Prose, Jasmine
Guillory and Katie Kitamura. People’s book of the week is Sunrise on the Reaping by
Suzanne Collins. ALA reveals the top 10 most challenged books and issues the *“State of
America’s Libraries Report.” Finalists for the Hugo Awards and Canada’s Shaughnessy

Cohen Prize for Political Writing are announced.

2 BOOKPULSE
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£ IMLS Staff Placed on Administrative Leave | Book Pulse

Kate Merlene

ALA releases a statement after IMLS staff are placed on administrative leave. Rabbit Moon
by Jennifer Haigh is April’s B&N book club pick. The Sirens by Emilia Hart is GMA’s pick.
Niko Pfund has been named director of Yale University Press. Atria Books has acquires
Matthew Aldrich’s debut novel, The Natural Order, for publication in fall 2026, in a
preemptive deal. Interviews arrive with Elaine Sciolino, Colum McCann, Liz Moore, Natalie
Keller Reinert, Lawrence Wright, Vicky Nguyen, and Jennifer Haigh. Plus, the best books
publishing in April.
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All the August 2025 Prepub Alerts in one place, plus a downloadable
spreadsheet of all titles from every post.

BOOKPULSE

The Women'’s Prize for Fiction Shortlist | Book Pulse

Kate Merlene

The shortlist for the Women’s Prize for Fiction is announced, including Aria Aber, Miranda
July, Sanam Mahloudji, Elizabeth Strout, Yael van der Wouden, and Nussaibah Younis.
Bullaun Press wins the Republic of Consciousness prize for small presses. James by Percival
Everett wins this year’s Tournament of Books in a championship matchup against Martyr! by
Kaveh Akbar. LibraryReads and LJ offer read-alikes for top holds title Say You’ll Remember
Me by Abby Jimenez. NaNoWriMo is shutting down. The Hunger Games: Sunrise on the
Reaping, based on the novel by Suzanne Collins, gets a release date of November 2026. And
remembrances arrive for Irish crime writer Ken Bruen, translator Tim Mohrhas, and actor Val
Kilmer.
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