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Entire staff at federal agency that funds libraries and
museums put on leave

MARCH 31, 2025 · 4:36 PM ET

Andrew Limbong

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the main source of federal funding for libraries.

Shannon Finney/Institute of Museum and Library Services

The Institute of Museum and Library Services has placed its entire staff on
administrative leave.

The IMLS is a relatively small federal agency, with around 70 employees, that
awards grant funding to museums and libraries across the United States.
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This month, President Trump named Keith E. Sonderling — the deputy secretary
of labor — the new acting director of IMLS. This followed Trump's previous
executive order shrinking seven federal agencies, including the Institute of
Museum and Library Services.

According to a statement from AFGE Local 3403, which represents IMLS workers,
the agency's staff was notified by email about being placed on paid administrative
leave for up to 90 days, after a "brief meeting between DOGE staff and IMLS
leadership." Employees had to turn in government property, and email accounts
were disabled.

What is the IMLS?

The IMLS is an independent federal agency that provides grants to libraries and
museums across the country. According to the American Library Association, the
IMLS provides "the majority of federal library funds." The IMLS says it awarded
$266 million in grants and research funding to cultural institutions last year. This
money goes to help staff, fund maintenance and create new programs. In
comparison, the projected 2025 budget for the National Endowment for the Arts
was $210 million.

For instance, in 2023 the IMLS funded projects such as a workforce training
program, including internships, at the Museum of Discovery and Science in
Florida, a pilot program in Iowa to help library staff address patrons' psychological
needs and basic library functions (books, computers, internet) for various Native
American tribes. You can find programs that the IMLS has funded to libraries and
museums in your state through its dashboard.

According to the advocacy group EveryLibrary, public libraries are primarily
funded by city and county taxes. And federal funds account for a much smaller
portion of a library's budget. However, the group issued a statement following
Trump's executive order, saying that "without this core federal funding for state
libraries, museums, and archives, we risk losing critical programs and services in
every state."
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According to AFGE Local 3403, the status of grants that were previously awarded
is unclear. And, the union statement said, without staff to administer the
programs, it's likely most grants will be terminated.

Steve Potash is the CEO of OverDrive, which distributes digital products such as
audiobooks, e-books and movies to libraries. He said in an interview that small
and rural libraries will be most affected by cuts to federal funding.

"When a public library which has growing demand for their online and digital
materials is getting any kind of budget cuts, hard decisions have to be made," said
Potash.

Meghan Sullivan edited this story.

Clarification

April 1, 2025

An earlier version of this story stated that employees of the IMLS were put on paid administrative

leave for 90 days. The email they received states it is "up to" 90 days. Also, the story initially stated

the Museum of Discovery and Science is in Orlando. It is in another part of Florida, Fort Lauderdale.

libraries museums doge trump executive order

CULTURE

Trump wants to restore statues and monuments. Will that happen?

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 3/11

https://www.npr.org/people/837048276/meghan-collins-sullivan
https://www.npr.org/tags/818029128/libraries
https://www.npr.org/tags/157496431/museums
https://www.npr.org/tags/308613550/doge
https://www.npr.org/tags/428799323/trump
https://www.npr.org/tags/326226486/executive-order
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/28/nx-s1-5343613/trump-executive-order-smithsonian-monuments
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/2025/03/28/nx-s1-5343613/trump-executive-order-smithsonian-monuments


The news you need to start your day
Our journalists summarize the biggest stories in the Up First

newsletter so you can stay informed, not overwhelmed.

See more subscription options

By subscribing, you acknowledge and agree to NPR's Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.
NPR may share your name and email address with your NPR station. See Details.

Email address SUBSCRIBE

More Stories From NPR

POLITICS

Trump unveils sweeping 10% tariff and 'reciprocal' tariffs on dozens of nations

POLITICS

5 takeaways from Tuesday's elections, including bad news for Elon Musk

POLITICS

Senate Republicans move forward with their budget plan to promote Trump's agenda

CONSIDER THIS FROM NPR

They want America to have more babies. Is this their moment?

PUBLIC HEALTH

Health secretary RFK Jr. endorses the MMR vaccine — stoking fury among his
supporters

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 4/11

https://www.npr.org/newsletters/?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAvr5iyWDzgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbTk3dmQ5cHBqNGVnZDNiaxoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA3Z2kwMGJnLTAwMDAzNWdqNXUwbG42ZHJwYnFrdW1vOXFrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVKSERCTERENjdTNk44NTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwFnU5b3V3Z2liOVoLOC4xOS4yMjkuMjdiA2Rtb2iKsde_BnAgeAQ
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAvr5iyWDzgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbTk3dmQ5cHBqNGVnZDNiaxoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA3Z2kwMGJnLTAwMDAzNWdqNXUwbG42ZHJwYnFrdW1vOXFrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVKSERCTERENjdTNk44NTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwFnU5b3V3Z2liOVoLOC4xOS4yMjkuMjdiA2Rtb2iKsde_BnAgeAQ
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAvr5iyWDzgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbTk3dmQ5cHBqNGVnZDNiaxoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA3Z2kwMGJnLTAwMDAzNWdqNXUwbG42ZHJwYnFrdW1vOXFrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVKSERCTERENjdTNk44NTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwFnU5b3V3Z2liOVoLOC4xOS4yMjkuMjdiA2Rtb2iKsde_BnAgeAQ
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy?_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAvr5iyWDzgwoKOUVOeEtRNThwdRIQbTk3dmQ5cHBqNGVnZDNiaxoMRVhKTVFURTI5OTBHIiUxODA3Z2kwMGJnLTAwMDAzNWdqNXUwbG42ZHJwYnFrdW1vOXFrKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVKSERCTERENjdTNk44NTABOgxPVE5TSlVFREQ2STNCDU9UVjdXVVJKSFZVTEtSEnYthADwFnU5b3V3Z2liOVoLOC4xOS4yMjkuMjdiA2Rtb2iKsde_BnAgeAQ#disclosure
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/02/nx-s1-5345802/trump-tariffs-liberation-day
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/02/nx-s1-5349345/elections-wisconsin-florida-trump-musk-takeaways
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/02/g-s1-57850/senate-republicans-budget-resolution-reconciliation
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510355/considerthis
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/1243303434/pronatalism-natalcon-musk-vance-fertility-birth-rate
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/133188449/public-health
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354900/hhs-rfk-endorses-mmr-measles-vaccine-stoking-supporters-fury
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354900/hhs-rfk-endorses-mmr-measles-vaccine-stoking-supporters-fury


POLITICS

Deadline looms in case of Maryland man's wrongful deportation to El Salvador

Popular on NPR.org

LAW

Supreme Court backs Trump in controversial deportations case

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 5/11

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354921/deportation-el-salvador-albrego-garcia-supreme-court-dhs-ice-trump-administration
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354921/deportation-el-salvador-albrego-garcia-supreme-court-dhs-ice-trump-administration
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354921/deportation-el-salvador-albrego-garcia-supreme-court-dhs-ice-trump-administration
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354921/deportation-el-salvador-albrego-garcia-supreme-court-dhs-ice-trump-administration
https://www.npr.org/sections/law/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5345601/supreme-court-alien-enemies-act


NATIONAL

Bracing for Trump's tariffs? Here are 3 money tips from a personal finance columnist

TECHNOLOGY

How a false X post about pausing tariffs led to multi-trillion-dollar market swings

SHOTS - HEALTH NEWS

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 6/11

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5350998/trump-tariffs-budget-costs
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5350998/trump-tariffs-budget-costs
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5350998/trump-tariffs-budget-costs
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5350998/trump-tariffs-budget-costs
https://www.npr.org/sections/technology/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5355055/tariffs-markets-x-social-media
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354219/nih-hhs-cdc-indian-health-service-leaders-transfer
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354219/nih-hhs-cdc-indian-health-service-leaders-transfer
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354219/nih-hhs-cdc-indian-health-service-leaders-transfer
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/
https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354219/nih-hhs-cdc-indian-health-service-leaders-transfer


Transfer to Alaska? Offer to health leaders called 'insult' to Indian Health Service

ECONOMY

Tariffs are fueling fears of a recession. What does it take to actually declare one?

NATIONAL

Higher prices are likely for these 10 grocery items when tariffs hit

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 7/11

https://www.npr.org/sections/shots-health-news/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354219/nih-hhs-cdc-indian-health-service-leaders-transfer
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354927/recession-trump-tariffs
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354927/recession-trump-tariffs
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354927/recession-trump-tariffs
https://www.npr.org/sections/economy/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354927/recession-trump-tariffs
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/04/nx-s1-5351324/tariffs-higher-grocery-prices-trump
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/04/nx-s1-5351324/tariffs-higher-grocery-prices-trump
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/04/nx-s1-5351324/tariffs-higher-grocery-prices-trump
https://www.npr.org/sections/national/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/04/nx-s1-5351324/tariffs-higher-grocery-prices-trump


NPR Editors' Picks

MIDDLE EAST

The U.S. will hold direct, high-level talks with Iran, Trump says

TV REVIEWS

What's on TV: 'Hacks,' 'Doctor Who' and a final season for 'The Handmaid's Tale'

POLITICS

'Due process does look different': DHS official defends deportation of Maryland man

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 8/11

https://www.npr.org/sections/middle-east/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/g-s1-58847/the-u-s-will-hold-direct-high-level-talks-with-iran-trump-says
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354915/the-handmaids-tale-hacks-doctor-who-your-friends-and-neighbors
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354915/the-handmaids-tale-hacks-doctor-who-your-friends-and-neighbors
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354915/the-handmaids-tale-hacks-doctor-who-your-friends-and-neighbors
https://www.npr.org/sections/tvreviews
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354915/the-handmaids-tale-hacks-doctor-who-your-friends-and-neighbors
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/g-s1-58709/trump-immigration-dhs-maryland-el-salvador


POLITICS

They had left their DEI roles. Trump still fired them

BUSINESS

Wall Street leaders warn of harsh economic consequences from Trump's tariffs

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 9/11

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5348922/trump-dei-federal-employees-firing
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5348922/trump-dei-federal-employees-firing
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5348922/trump-dei-federal-employees-firing
https://www.npr.org/sections/politics/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5348922/trump-dei-federal-employees-firing
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354797/tariffs-wall-street-warnings
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354797/tariffs-wall-street-warnings
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354797/tariffs-wall-street-warnings
https://www.npr.org/sections/business/
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5354797/tariffs-wall-street-warnings


BOOK NEWS & FEATURES

Most Americans want to read more books. We just don't.

READ & LISTEN

Home

News

Culture

Music

Podcasts & Shows

CONNECT

Newsletters

Facebook

Instagram

Press

Public Editor

Corrections

Contact & Help

ABOUT NPR

Overview

Diversity

NPR Network

GET INVOLVED

Support Public Radio

Sponsor NPR

NPR Careers

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 10/11

https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5333652/books-reading-poll
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5333652/books-reading-poll
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5333652/books-reading-poll
https://www.npr.org/sections/books-news-features
https://www.npr.org/2025/04/07/nx-s1-5333652/books-reading-poll
https://www.npr.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/news/
https://www.npr.org/sections/culture/
https://www.npr.org/music/
https://www.npr.org/podcasts-and-shows
https://www.npr.org/newsletters/
https://www.facebook.com/NPR/
https://www.instagram.com/npr/
https://www.npr.org/press/
https://www.npr.org/sections/publiceditor/
https://www.npr.org/corrections/
https://help.npr.org/contact/s/
https://www.npr.org/about/
https://www.npr.org/diversity/
https://www.npr.org/network/
https://www.npr.org/support/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/186948703/corporate-sponsorship
https://www.npr.org/careers/


Accessibility

Ethics

Finances

NPR Shop

NPR Events

NPR Extra

terms of use

privacy

your privacy choices

text only

© 2025 npr

4/7/25, 10:16 PM IMLS staff put on administrative leave : NPR

https://www.npr.org/2025/03/31/nx-s1-5334415/doge-institute-of-museum-and-library-services 11/11

https://www.npr.org/about-npr/1136563345/accessibility
https://www.npr.org/ethics/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/178660742/public-radio-finances
https://shopnpr.org/
https://www.nprpresents.org/
https://www.npr.org/sections/npr-extra/
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179876898/terms-of-use
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy
https://www.npr.org/about-npr/179878450/privacy-policy#yourchoices
https://text.npr.org/

