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Highlights
ALA says White House “cutting off opportunity” for Americans as administration cuts IMLS staff (https://www.ala.org/news/2025/03/ala-says-white-house-cutting-
opportunity-americans-administration-cuts-imls-staff) | ALA
ALA responds to the termination of IMLS grants in several states (https://www.ala.org/news/2025/04/ala-responds-termination-imls-grants-several-states) | ALA
Core 5 Year Anniversary Gala Features Ray Arsenault (https://www.ala.org/news/2025/04/core-5-year-anniversary-gala-features-ray-arsenault) | ALA

Censorship
Naval Academy Takes Steps to End Diversity Policies in Books and Admissions (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/28/us/politics/naval-academy-diversity-affirmative-
action.html?smid=nytcore-android-share) | New York Times

U.S. Naval Academy has removed nearly 400 books from its library in new DEI purge ordered by Pete Hegseth (https://fortune.com/2025/04/02/us-naval-academy-
dei-books-pete-hegseth/) | Fortune

Agency funding libraries and museums puts all employees on leave ahead of major cuts (https://federalnewsnetwork.com/workforce/2025/03/agency-funding-libraries-
and-museums-puts-all-employees-on-leave-ahead-of-major-cuts/) | Federal News Network

The DOGE Axe Comes for Libraries and Museums (https://www.wired.com/story/institute-museum-library-services-layoffs/) | WIRED
Ex-librarian gets $225K settlement (https://www.dailytrib.com/2025/03/28/ex-librarian-gets-225k-settlement/) | DailyTrib (TX)
Trump allies deploy “book-banning pastor” to school districts across the country (https://popular.info/p/trump-allies-deploy-book-banning) | Popular Information
This Alabama library’s funding threatened over these 35 titles – see the full list (https://www.al.com/news/2025/03/this-alabama-librarys-funding-threatened-over-
these-35-books-see-the-full-list.html) | AL.com (AL)
Virginia school puts up controversial ABCs display on Women’s History Month, starting with ‘A is for Abortion’ (https://www.foxnews.com/media/virginia-school-puts-up-
controversial-abcs-display-womens-history-month-starting-a-abortion) | FOX News (VA)
RUSD board backs book bans, parent notification (https://www.redlandscommunitynews.com/news/rusd-board-backs-book-bans-parent-notification/article_5a65ae6c-
37ac-4ff6-8b40-1a655628ac28.html) | Redlands Community News (CA)
Minnesota Students Rally Against School Book Bans in Defiance of Library Censorship Policies (https://hoodline.com/2025/03/minnesota-students-rally-against-school-
book-bans-in-defiance-of-library-censorship-policies/) | Hoodline (MN)
Residents speak against policy to ban books with sexually explicit content from Elizabethtown schools (https://lancasteronline.com/news/regional/residents-speak-
against-policy-to-ban-books-with-sexually-explicit-content-from-elizabethtown-schools/article_09ce67b3-72c7-44c5-b27a-1c8ca8df1a7d.html) | Lancaster Online (PA)
Siuslaw School District Removes Graphic Novel Flamer From the High School Library (https://ncac.org/news/siuslaw-school-district-removes-graphic-novel-flamer-from-
the-high-school-library) | NCAC (OR)
In Tennessee, Rutherford County public libraries vote to remove materials that promote transgender themes. (https://ncac.org/news/in-tennessee-rutherford-county-
public-libraries-vote-to-remove-materials-that-promote-transgender-themes) | NCAC (TN)
Georgetown Librarian Susan Cooper speaks against removal of library books (https://www.statesman.com/picture-gallery/news/education/2025/03/25/georgetown-isd-
book-removal-susan-cooper-meeting/82664859007/) | Austin American-Statesman (TX)
Colorado school district rejects donation of “banned” books to be returned to library shelves (https://www.union-bulletin.com/news/national/colorado-school-district-
rejects-donation-of-banned-books-to-be-returned-to-library-shelves/article_77bb8616-682e-5e6b-b844-d69657f0fcd3.html) | Union-Bulletin (CO)
DCPS votes to permanently remove challenged book about sexual abuse from high school shelves (https://www.news4jax.com/news/local/2025/04/01/dcps-to-vote-if-
challenged-book-about-sexual-abuse-will-make-it-back-to-high-school-shelves/) | News4Jax (FL)
Court weighs appeal over ‘explicit’ books in Michigan school district library (https://www.mlive.com/news/grand-rapids/2025/04/court-weighs-appeal-over-explicit-
books-in-michigan-school-district-library.html) | Michigan Live (MI)
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Palestine-themed children’s book will remain at Falls Church library (https://www.arlnow.com/2025/04/02/palestine-themed-childrens-book-will-remain-at-falls-church-
library/) | ARLnow (VA)
A Texas School Board Cut State-Approved Textbook Chapters About Diversity. A Board Member Says Material Violated the Law (https://www.propublica.org/article/texas-
cypress-fairbanks-removed-textbook-chapters) | ProPublica (TX)
Duval School Board removes district’s first challenged book, ‘Identical’ (https://jaxtoday.org/2025/04/02/duval-school-board-removes-districts-first-challenged-book-
identical/) | Jax Today (FL)

Privacy & Cybersecurity
Unmarked Vans. Secret Lists. Public Denunciations. Our Police State Has Arrived. (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/02/opinion/trump-ice-immigrants.html?
smid=nytcore-android-share) | New York Times
McMahon Says Schools With ‘Gender Plans’ Could Be Violating Federal Privacy Law (https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/mcmahon-says-schools-with-gender-plans-
could-be-violating-federal-privacy-law/2025/03) | EducationWeek
Encrypted, But Exposed: Why Signal Falls Short for Classified Communications (https://www.kark.com/business/press-releases/ein-presswire/798605843/encrypted-but-
exposed-why-signal-falls-short-for-classified-communications/) | KARK
Republicans are still pushing for child safety laws, while Democrats wonder if a weakened FTC can enforce them (https://www.theverge.com/news/637032/kids-online-
safety-ftc-firings-trump-house-energy-commerce) | Verge
School Surveillance Systems Threaten Student Privacy, New Knight Institute Lawsuit Alleges (https://www.teenvogue.com/story/school-surveillance-student-privacy-
knight-foundation-lawsuit) | Teen Vogue

First Amendment & Civil Rights
Trump Administration Threatens to Withhold Funds From Public Schools (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/03/us/politics/public-school-funding-trump-dei.html) | New
York Times
Library Patrons Sue Greenville County Over Widespread Removals and Restrictions of LGBTQ Books (https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/library-patrons-sue-greenville-
county-over-widespread-removals-and-restrictions-of-lgbtq-books) | ACLU (SC)
Trump annoyed the Smithsonian isn’t promoting discredited racial ideas (https://arstechnica.com/science/2025/03/trump-annoyed-the-smithsonian-isnt-promoting-
discredited-racial-ideas/) | ArsTechnica

Trump’s Order Puts the Smithsonian’s Chief in the Hot Seat (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/03/arts/design/smithsonian-trump-executive-order.html?
smid=nytcore-android-share) | New York Times
Smithsonian leader: institution will continue to operate ‘free of partisanship’ following Trump attack (https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2025/04/03/smithsonian-
leader-institution-will-continue-to-operate-free-of-partisanship-following-trump-attack) | Art Newspaper

Loud, boisterous rival protests of religious freedom among Catholics and satanists turn violent (https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/loud-boisterous-rival-
protests-religious-freedom-among-catholics-and-satanists-turn-violent) | News from the States (KS)
In Oklahoma, Counting Migrant Students May Have Gone Too Far (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/28/us/oklahoma-republican-fight.html) | New York Times (OK)
Trump D.C. Executive Order Overreaches Local Affairs and Risks Greater Criminalization of Immigrants, Poverty, and Protest (https://www.naacpldf.org/press-
release/trump-d-c-executive-order-overreaches-local-affairs-and-risks-greater-criminalization-of-immigrants-poverty-and-protest/) | Legal Defense Fund
A battle over religion and schools in Oklahoma could decide the future of the First Amendment (https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/supreme-court/battle-religion-
schools-oklahoma-decide-future-first-amendment-rcna191114) | NBC News (OK)

Ryan Walters files taxpayer-funded federal suit against Freedom From Religion Foundation (https://www.oklahoman.com/story/news/courts/2025/03/31/ryan-
walters-oklahoma-files-lawsuit-freedom-from-religion-foundation/82746786007/) | Oklahoman (OK)

Texas AG requests depositions from Dallas ISD officials over transgender athlete policies (https://www.dallasnews.com/news/education/2025/03/31/texas-ag-requests-
depositions-from-dallas-isd-officials-over-transgender-athlete-policies/) | Dallas Morning News (TX)
Feds investigating Maine over student gender transition claims (https://thehill.com/homenews/education/5220330-trump-mcmahon-maine-mills-student-gender-
transition/) | Hill (ME)
Trump asks Supreme Court to allow deportations under Alien Enemies Act (https://www.opb.org/article/2025/03/28/trump-asks-supreme-court-to-allow-deportations-
under-alien-enemies-act/) | Oregon Public Broadcasting
PEN America Joins News Organizations Asking a Federal Court to Apply a State Anti-SLAPP Law (https://pen.org/pen-america-joins-news-organizations-asking-a-federal-
court-to-apply-a-state-anti-slapp-law/) | PEN America
Can I Teach the First Amendment If I Only Have a Green Card? (https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2025/04/free-speech-deportation-crackdown/682258/) |
Atlantic
Voting Rights Groups Challenge Trump’s Recent Executive Order (https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/voting-rights-groups-challenge-trumps-recent-executive-order) |
ACLU
Federal judge strikes down Iowa’s law banning books depicting sex acts from school libraries — again (https://www.iowapublicradio.org/ipr-news/2025-03-27/federal-
judge-strikes-down-iowas-law-banning-books-depicting-sex-acts-from-school-libraries-again) | Iowa Public Radio (IA)
Judge blocks Arkansas age assurance law, blasts it as hatchet job on free speech (https://www.biometricupdate.com/202504/judge-blocks-arkansas-age-assurance-law-
blasts-it-as-hatchet-job-on-free-speech) | Biometric Update (AR)
Nobel Laureate and Ex-Leader of Costa Rica Says U.S. Revoked His Visa (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/04/02/us/politics/oscar-arias-sanchez-visa-trump.html?
smid=nytcore-android-share) | New York Times
What the detainments of students and faculty at American universities mean for the First Amendment (https://the1a.org/segments/what-the-detainments-of-students-
and-faculty-at-american-universities-mean-for-the-first-amendment/) | 1A
Trump administration closes three DHS offices focused on civil rights and oversight (https://www.epi.org/policywatch/trump-administration-closes-three-dhs-offices-
focused-on-civil-rights-and-oversight/) | Economic Policy Institute

Academic Freedom & Student Speech

How Colleges Are Cracking Down on Students Now (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/29/us/universities-students-search-warrants.html?smid=nytcore-android-share) |
New York Times
Private groups work to identify and report student protesters for possible deportation (https://apnews.com/article/trump-foreign-students-campus-gaza-protests-
deportation-9e2d4abc1c158454da1f68c01062c9ef) | AP
Targeting of Tufts Student for Deportation Stuns Friends and Teachers (https://www.nytimes.com/2025/03/29/us/rumeysa-ozturk-tufts-student-detained.html?
smid=nytcore-android-share) | New York Times
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Record (United Kingdom)

Around the Web
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York Times
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 Intellectual Freedom News 3/28/2025 (https://www.oif.ala.org/intellectual-freedom-
news-3-28-2025/)

Book Rating Websites as Tools for Censorship 

current book challenges in libraries and schools
articles about privacy, internet filtering and censorship
ALA activities, conferences and institutes, products, online learning opportunities, awards and grants, international exchanges, and more
how to get involved and make the most of what ALA offers

 (https://www.facebook.com/ALAOIF/)  (https://twitter.com/oif/)  (https://www.pinterest.com/BannedBooksWeek/)
 (https://www.youtube.com/user/BannedBooksWeek/)

ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom (OIF) (http://www.ala.org/oif)

Report Censorship (http://www.ala.org/challengereporting)

Banned Books Week (http://www.ala.org/bbooks)

Intellectual Freedom News (https://www.oif.ala.org/category/intellectual-freedom-news/)

Stay updated on intellectual freedom issues by subscribing to receive an email when a new post is published on the Intellectual Freedom Blog.
Your email:

Enter email address...
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