An executive order released March 28%, 2025 titled “MAKING THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA SAFE AND BEAUTIFUL” turns into dysfunctional
action in President Donald Trump’s federal takeover of the United States’ District of
Columbia. The executive order authorizes the creation of the D.C. Safe and
Beautiful Task Force, allowing the removal of homeless encampments and the
continuation of extreme federal immigration arrests. On August 11th, another
executive order was signed declaring a "crime emergency" in the nation's capital.
With this additional executive order the President has enacted Article 740 of the
Home Rule Act which federalizes law enforcement in Washington D.C. bringing
with it the activation of approximately 800 National Guard servicemembers.? ® *
These measures come after President Trump shared a photo of DOGE employee
Edward "Big Balls" Coristine bloodied on TRUTH Social, alleging in his post that
Coristine was a victim of a violent carjacking by two young teenagers. This event

prompted the president to threaten the federal takeover of the capital.”
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Initially working in shifts of 100 to 200 servicemembers at a time, on August
14th , the National Guard's presence was extended to a 24-hour operation.” A post
on X from FBI Director Kash Patel briefly details 45 arrests made in the overnight
hours preceding the uptick in the National Guard’s patrolling hours.® By August
16th, the number of National Guard increased twofold with West Virginia, Ohio,
and South Carolina deploying an additional 700 troops to the capital.’ *’Not far
behind on August 19" Mississippi, Tennessee, and Louisiana committed to the
deployment of approximately 300 troops to the capital.'® While D.C. Mayor Muriel
Bowser posted to X criticizing the oversaturation of military servicemembers
policing US citizens as “#UnAmerican”, the Department of Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth would officially confirm that those servicemembers will be carrying

weapons on August 22741213
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While the Army and Air National Guard are easily spotted in their fatigues
all across high traffic areas of the US Capital, plain clothed federal agents from ICE
and HSI (Homeland Security Investigations) have been making arrests throughout
the city and forcibly clearing homeless encampments. Within a week of the
executive order signing on August 11th, ICE had made 160 arrests of undocumented
immigrants in D.C.* Additionally, the US Department of the Interior has bulldozed
a total of seventy homeless encampments beginning from the end of March 2025, as
stated by White House Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt during a press briefing.*
D.C's Mayor Bowser and other local officials will oversee the launch of a new
Non-Congregate Bridge Housing Program that is intended to shelter approximately
800 homeless residents. However, legal advocates for the homeless have expressed
concerns that the vulnerable population is being persecuted for their circumstances
and stresses that sending the homeless to jail if they fail to qualify for the services

does not solve the crisis within the capital.’¢ 17 *® 19
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